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If  thou  art  borrowM  by  a  friend, 
Ri^ht  welcome  shall  he  be, 

To  read,  to  study,  not  to  lend. 
But  to  return  to  me. 

Not  that  imparted  knowledf^  doth 
Diminish  learnings  store. 

But  books.  I  find,   if  often  lent, 
Reiurii  to  me  no  more. 


Keep  cleanly,  rerurn  inly, 

with  the  corners  of  the  leaves  not 

turned  down. 
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Tbere  sliail  be  as  the  ahakiog  of  an  oUve  tree,  and  at  the  gleaning 
grapes  when  the  vintage  is  done.  Isa.  xxit.  13. 

The  new  ¥rine  is  foond  in  the  cluster,  and  one  saith.  Destroy  it  not, 
ibr  a  blessing  is  in  it.  Ita.  Ixy.  8. 
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J«  Inmesj  Printer,  Wells-fitrcet,  Oxk>rd-8tfeer«  Lund4ia. 


Christian  Reader, 

In  preparing  the  fifth  part  of  this  work  for 
the  press,  my  attention  was  arrested  by  a  par* 
ticular  passage  in  the  thirty-first  letter,  and  on 
the    ninety-fifth    page,    the    words    are    these, 
t  *  Nevertheless  the  time  will  come  when  Christ 

will  say,  what  I  will  not  say,  namely,  that  they 
shall  know  that  there  hath  been  a  prophet  among 
them  !*  This  letter  was  penned  in  the  year  one 
thousamd  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  and  it 
struck  me  as  being  remarkable  because  of  its 
coincidence  with  what  forms  a  striking  feature  in 
his  Epitaph,  '  For  England  and  its  metropolis 
shall  know  that  there  hath  been  a  prophet  among 
them !'  I  advert  to  this  merely  to  shew  that  it 
was  no  hasty  conclusion  of  my  father's  mind,  but 
that  he  expressed  the  same  opinion  in  confidence, 
eighteen  years  before  his  decease. 

The  first  letters  of  this  part  are  of  a  very 
early  date,  written  during  his  abode  at  Thames 
Ditton,  and  were  addressed  to  Samuel,  the  hus- 
band of  Ann  Webb,  whose  name  is  recorded  in 
^  the  Bank  of  Faith ;  she  is  still  living,  and  feels  a 

pleasure  in  surrendering  them  up  for  a  short 
period,  for  thy  use  and  benefit 

E.  HUNTINGTON. 

High  Street, 
Nov.  9,  1813. 
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LETTER  I. 


To  Mr.  S.  W. 


Ditton,  Dec.  17th,  1776. 
My  Dear  Friends  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

This  conaes  with  my  sincere  love  to  your 
souls^  and  indeed  I  write  to  you  in  the  bonds  of 
the  strongest  love,  namely;  that  love  that  is 
stronger  than  death ;  O  Lord,  may  it  ever  reign 
in  all  our  hearts,  world  without  end !  even  so  O 
Lord,  Amen.  When  I  think  of  the  happy  oppor* 
tunities  we  have  had  together  in  holy  conversa^^ 
tion,  and  how  amazingly  the  Almighty  has  sealed 
his  truth,  and  the  love  of  it  upon  our  hearts, when 
we  have  assembled  together ;  O  what  a  strong 
mark  of  God's  being  in  the  work  when  it  is  so 
blest,  knowing  God  never  sets  his  seal  to  a  li^ 
but  to  the  truth.  « 

But  now  my  dear  Samuel  and  Phebe,  these 
opportunities  will  never  again  perhaps  be  put  in 
our  hands,  yet  God  can  change  them  for  better; 
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and  as  we  cannot  now  reach  each  other's  ears 
with  our  voices,  may  the  Lord  enable  us  to  reach 
each  other's  minds  with  our  pens.  I  shall,  if  God 
enable  me,  sometimes  write  to  you,  and  should 
be  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and  to  know  your  affairs, 
and  whether  ye  stand  fast  in  the  liberty  of  the 
gospel.  Beware  my  dear  souls  of  the  world,  and 
be  not  again  entangled  with  the  yoke  of  bondage  ; 
and  be  not  of  that  number  that,  God  says,  draw 
back  to  perdition,  but  of  them  that  press  forward 
in  faith,  to  the  saving  of  the  soul. 

My  dear  friends,  beware  of  christless  talkers, 
for  they  are  the  bane  of  the  church ;  a  man  may 
have  all  the  truths  of  the  gospel  in  his  head,  but 
that  will  not  do,  because  the  scriptures  say,  *'  The 
kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  word,  but  in  power, '* 
i.  Cor.  iv.  20.  A  man  may  have  a  gift  of  prayer  and 
be  a  hypocrite,  but  God's  children  have  the  spirit 
of  prayer  as  well  as  the  gift.  A  child  of  God 
may  cry  to  Christ,  when  he  cannot  speak,  a  hypo- 
crite may  speak  when  he  cannot  cry ;  view  these 
things,  and  the  Lord  give  thee  understanding.  A 
hypocrite  may  cry  to  God  in  trouble,  but  at  the 
same  time  his  heart  never  taken  from  the  world, 
Such  cries  God  will  not  hear,  because  the  worid 
has  their  hearts,  Hos.  vii.  14;  Micah  iii.  4.  But 
to  the  poor  in  spirit,  and  to  the  meek-heartedj 
God  says  he  will  up,  because  of  their  deep  sigh- 
ings,  and  deliver  them  from  the  hands  of  him  that 
is  stronger  than  they. 


But  sayybu,  our  souls  have  got  many  enemies ; 
yes^  I  know  it,  and  there  is  but  one  friend ;  I 
know  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil  are  your 
enemies,  and  I  am  glad  of  it,  for  woe  to  your  souls 
if  you  are  at  friendship  with  either  of  these  tbree« 
We  are  to  declare  war  with  all  Christ's  enemies 
and  when  you  are  nothing  but  perfect  weakness 
in  yourself,  then  you  will  beat  every  enemy 
you  fight  with,  Joel  iii.  10;  but  when  you  are 
strong  in  the  flesh,  you  are  sure  to  be  beat,  £zek. 
xxxiv.  16.  As  for  your  enemies,  Christ  conquered 
them  all  for  us,  and  when  we  come  to  Christ  ia 
trouble,  then  he  imputes  to  us  the  victory,  theo 
all  our  enemies  must  hide  their  heads  in  a  mo* 
ment;  and  as  for  the  deviJ,  faith  minds  him  not; 
faith  knows  he  is  nothing  but  a  fallen  rebellious 
angel,  that  lays  under  the  most  high  God's  ever* 
lasting  curse,  which  holds  him  as  a  chain  in  utter 
darkness ;  and  faith's  work  is  to  look  to  Jesus 
that  destroyed  principalitieB  and  powers.  But 
say  you  there  is  sin;  yes,  but  faith  well  knows 
that  her  object  and  author,  has  condemned  sin  in 
the  flesh,  and  if  sin  is  condemned  and  the  sinner 
justified,  then  says  faith.  What  God  condemned 
in  my  flesh,  shall  not  condemn  my  soul  thut  God 
hath  justified  ;  therefore  says  faith,  I  must  look  to 
him  that  was  manifest  in  the  flesh,  to  destroy  the 
works  of  the  devil. 

But  say  you,  the  world  hems  me  in,  and  I  am 
afraid  that  will  draw  me  fron>  Christ;  I  am  glad 
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you  are  afraid  of  it,  for  God  says,  he  that  is  a 
friend  of  the  world  is  an  enemy  of  God,  there- 
fore faith  looks  to  him  that  says  '^  Be  of  good 
cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world,"  John  xvi.  33. 
Well  say  you,   but  my  own  wicked,  corrupted, 
deceitful  heart,  is  my  worst  enemy ;  yes,  but  says 
faitb^  God's  word  declares,  he  that  trusts  his  own 
heart  is  a  fool,  a  natural  man,  and  not  a  saint, 
for  faith  says.  My  work  is  to  look  at  my  other 
object  that  prepares  the  heart ;  and  I,  says  faith, 
am  the  instrument  he  uses  to  purify  the  heart,  for 
I  know,  says  faith,  your  heart  and  your  flesh  will 
fail,  but  if  yourself  will  let  me  alone,  I  shall 
point  out  him  to  you  that  is  the  strength  of  your 
heart,  and  your  portion  for  ever.     Well,  say  you, 
but  if  they  cannot  destroy  me,  they  destroy  my 
comforts,  and  drive  me  from  the  sensible  presence 
of  God,  into  many  misty  clouds  of  ignorance, 
stupidity,  and  insensibility,  and  into  many  dark 
days  of  desertion ;  darkness  covers  my  mind,  so 
that  I  grope  like  one  blind,  quite  without  an  evi- 
dence: this  is  bad  to  be  in,  but,  says  faith,  I  must 
believe  the  promise,  and  look  to  the  word  of  God, 
Ezek.  xxxiv*  12. 

A  good  man  once  said,  that  God  when*  he 
converted  a  sinner,  laid  his  Spirit  in  pawn  to  that 
soul,  so  the  Spirit  is  the  soul's  earnest  of  its  inhe- 
ritance, and  so  when  we  die,  Christ  receives  his 
own  with  usury.  So,  my  dear  souls,  let  your 
troubles  be  what  they  may,  obey  God's  voice. 
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God  says,  "Give  me  thy  heart;''  let  the  blessed 
Jesus  have  it,  for  you  can  do  nothing  in  mending 
of  it,  and  he  says,  Commit  the  keeping  of  your 
souls  into  his  hands ;  pray  let  him  have  it,  and  he 
will  keep  yoUr's,  as  well  as  Paul's,  till  that  day. 
He  likewise  says.  Offer  up  your  bodies,  which  is 
your  reasonable  service,  pray,  my  dear  souls,  let 
him  have  them ;  and  he  likewise  says,  "  Commit 
thy  works  unto  the  Lord,  and  thy  thoughts  shall 
be  established."  Obey  his  voice  for  he  gave 
himself  for  us ;  give  we  ourselves  to  him,  and 
then  says  faith,  "  You  are  not  your  own,  you  are 
bought  with  a  price,"  1  Cor.  vi.  19,  20;  then  let 
what  enemies  will  come  against  me,  says  faith,  the 
battle  is  not  mine  but  God's ;  and  we  must  turn 
the  battle  to  the  gate,  says  David,  and  that  gate 
is  Chrifet. 

So  then  when  enemies  come  to  us,  say  we  as  the 
three  children  did  to  the  king  in  Babylon,  "  We 
are  not  careful  to  answer  thee  in  this  matter,'* 
Dan.  iii.  I6;  for,  says  the  soul,  I  cannot  answer 
any  enemies,  therefore  I  have  committed  all  my 
affairs  into  the  wonderful  Counsellor's  hands,  to 
plead  for  me.  So  the  soul  that  is  married  to 
Christy  says  to  all  enemies  if  they  demand  any 
thing.  Go  to  my  heavenly  husband,  he  pays  all  for 
me,  he  paid  law  and  justice  too  for  me ;  and  as 
all  fulness  dwells  in  him,  there  is  enough  to  pay  all 
demands :  and  if  you  have  peace  with  God 
through  Christ,  then  let  faith  produce  his  receipt 
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to  any  enemy  that  asks  after  it^  which  is  this,  He 
that  believes  is  justified  freely  from  all  things,  that 
is  your  receipt^  mark  it ;  when  ye  thus  live,  then 
you  live  indeed. 

Would  you  know,  whether  you  have  got 
Christ's  righteousness  on  you  ?  depend  on  it  you 
have  if  you  have  got  rid  of  all  your  own,  for  whom 
Christ  strips  he  clothes,  Zech.  iii.  4 ;  Christ  puts 
no  new  cloth  upon  our  old  garments,  lest  the  rent 
is  made  worse.  I  have  much  more  to  say  but 
no  more  time.  Pray  give  my  love  to  C.  and  Mn 
and  Mrs.  G.  and  tell  them  to  take  hold,  and  keep 
hold  of  Christ ;  stretch  forth  the  withered  hand, 
and  pray  the  Lord  to  lift  it  up,  according  to  his 
promise,  Micah  v.  9.  My  wife  joins  in  love  to 
you,  and  I  conclude,  an  enemy  to  the  world,  the 
flesh,  and  the  devil.     Christ  be  with  you,  Amen*: 

»  Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


I  cannot  conclude  here,  now  I  must  go  on  and 
make  a  double  letter  of  it.  Would  you  know 
whether  you  have  got  Christ,  and  the  truth  in  your 
heart,  and  mercy  from  God  through  him  ?  de- 
pend iipon  it  you  have,  if  conscience  condemns 
thee  not  Would  you  know  whether  you  are 
made  wise  to  salvation,  and  your  wisdom  all 
from  the  blessed  Jesus,  the  great  prophet  ?  why, 
God  says,  he  will  destroy  the  wisdom  of  the  wise, 
and  if  you  are  sure  you  are  a  fool  of  yourseli^ 
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and  have  not  wisdom  in  your  own  eyes,  Prov.  iil 
7,  then  be  sure  your  wisdom  is  in  Christ  lud  up, 
Prov.  ii.  6.  Would  you  know  whether  you  have 
got  saving  faith  in  the  blood  of  Christ?  why, 
if  you  can  discern  unbelief  to  be  the  damning 
an  of  the  whole  world,  and  feel  it  so  to  be, 
this  is  the  Spirit's  work  in  the  heart,  John 
xvi.  9. 

Where  God  discovers  unbelief,  he  gives  faith, 
all  the  time  unbelief  is  hid  from  our  eyes,  we 
cannot  have  faith,  and  therefore  all  that  is  not  of 
faith  is  sin ;  but  if  you  can  persuade  yourself 
from  what  you  have  felt,  and  what  you  have  seen 
in  the  word,  and  what  you  have  heard  preached, 
that  Jesus  is  your's,  then  if  you  have  been  enabled 
to  believe,  the  fruit  ef  faith  is  peatce,  Rom.  v.  1. 
Hold  him  fast  in  the  promises,  and  that  will  not 
fail.  Bring  what  you  feel  and  the  word  together, 
and  that  will  stand  fast,  Isai.  viii.  20.  Would 
you  know  how  God  causes  his  people  to  hear  his 
voice,  and  bow  God  instructs  his  people?  it  is  by 
temptation,  and  by  deliverance  from  it ;  by  per^- 
secution,  and  by  the  stirring  of  corruption,  and 
by  doubts  and  fears,  and  deliverance  from  them. 
By  dbarp  convictions  going  before,  and  comforts 
coming  after,  by  our  blindness  and  knowledge, 
followed  by  the  light  of  God's  Spirit ;  by  uncom* 
fortable  and  comfortable  frames,  by  sharp  soul 
Mrrow  and  heavenly  joy. 

Would  you  know  whether  God  loves  you  ?  he 
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does  if  he  scourges  you  well,  Prov.  iii.  11,  12; 
bis  chastenings  are  our  instructions,  mind  what 
every  stripe  utters,  listen  to  its  voice,  Micah  vi.9. 
Depend  on  it  God  loves  you,  if  you  on  ac- 
count of  sin  hate  yourself;  Christ  says,  He 
that  bates  bis  life  in  this  world,  shall  keep  it 
to  life  eternal  Would  you  know  whether  ypu 
grow  in  grace,  and  knowledge,  and  love,  and 
bow  you  grow  ?  I  answer,  by  being  condemned 
by  the  law,  and  by  being  justified  by  Chrii^f^ 
gospel ;  by  being  wounded  in  your  spirit,  ^nd 
having  it  bound  up  by  the  Spirit  of  Gpd;  by 
being  often  in  trouble,  and  helped  out  by  Christ 
through  the  prayer  of  faith ;  by  being  honoured 
before  sinners,  and  sometimes  dishonoured  be* 
fore  saints,  to  humble  pride ;  by  being  lashed  by 
conscience,  and  comforted  by  God ;  by  being 
conquered  by  sin,  and  delivered  by  Christ. 
Thus  we  are  taught  by  darl^n^ss  apd.  by  light,  by 
diesertion  and  consolation,  by  deadness  and  live* 
liness,  by  insensible  and  sensible  feelings,  and 
by  faith  and  unbelief.  Now  may  the  almighty 
Jesus  bless  this,  and  all  your  3oids,  is  the  desire 
of  a  miserablci  poor  wretch,  and  make  you  truly 
poor. in  spirit,  continual  beggars  at  a  throne  of 
grace,  destitute  of  all  help  but  Christ,  and  never 
any  stock  in  your  own  hand9,  but  all  in  Je$uji| 

Amen«     Love  to  all  saints. 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER    11. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DittoD. 
My  dear  Brotber  and  Sister, 

I  HOPE  in  the  Lord,  juid  dearly  Moved  of 
me,  and  longed  for  in  the  spirit  of  meekness^ 
this  conaes  with  the  strongest  love  to  your  toult. 
I  write  to  you,  because  I  must  he  at  Kingston  on 
Thursday,  about  that  unhappy  affair,  therefore 
you  cannot  expect  mis  at  EwelL  O  my  dear 
souls,  I  think  I  every  day  see  our  awful  calami-, 
ties  coming  ou,  shocking  divisions  are  in  the 
country,  our  day  is  far  spent* 

I  charge  you  all  in  the  presence  of  God,  to 
try  yourselves  by  scripture  and  prayer,  whether 
you  be  in  the  faith.  Soon,  my  dear  souls^  must 
we  all  appear  before  the  awful  tribunal  of  God, 
where  there  will  foe  no  feeing  the  judge,  nor 
bribing  the  Jury,  I  mean  the  twelve  apostles, 
th^t  will  judge  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel.  Then 
all  hypocrites  will  be  uncased,  and  the  king  and 
the  beggar  stand  both  on  a  level,  and  only  the 
poor  in  spirit  receive  the  kingdom  of  God ;  of 
which  happy  number  may  you  be,  shall  be  the 
prayer  of  the  vilest  sinner,  and  feeblest  saint, 
William  Huntington. 
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Our  friends  at  Woking  give  their  kind  love  to 
you ;  God  seemed  to  follow  the  word  with 
power,  some  crying  under  great  concern  of  soul ; 
they  lay  near  my  heart,  O  pray  that  they  may 
lay  «in  the  bosom  of  Christ.  I  pray  you,  with- 
draw from  all  that  walk  unholy,  and  let  the 
world  hang  loose  on  your  back,  and  follow  hard 
after  that  spirit  of  love  and  meekness  in  which  I 
found  you  the  last  time  I  was  with  you;  all 
pride,  and  lightness  of  spirit,  is  hid  from  your 
eyes  in  that  frameL  Beware  of  vain  talk  and 
vain  people,  watch*  against  the  devil,  and  watch 
God's  band  in  answering  prayer. 

Now,  O  God,  I  commit  this  into  thy  hand, 

and  their  dear  souls,  praying  thee  to  bless  them, 

and  own  this  to  their  good,  Amen.     Tell  M.  to 

beware  of  sin,  for  if  she  wilfully  sins  again,  there 

is  no  more  sacrifice  for  sin,  but  a  fearful  looking 

for  of  judgment,  as  the  scripture  says.      May 

God  keep  you  all.  Amen,     We  all  join  in  love 

to  your  souls,  Amen, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER  m. 

'  TO  THE  SAME. 

DitftQO. 

Dear  Friends, 

I  CO  NT  ESS  my  fault  in  not  sending  to  you 
before,  but  believe  me  I  have  but  little  time. 
Last  Sunday  was  a  weel^  I  went  to  London  and 
preached,  and  the  Lord  was  with  us  ind^d, 
though  strangers  to  each  other  before.  I  found 
soon  we  were  fellow*citizens ;  the  Lord  gave  me 
great  power  in  prayer  and  preaching,  and  we 
parted  in  the  language  of  a  friend  of  old,  '*  It  is 
good  for  us  to  be  here/'  From  thence  I  went  to 
Camberwell,  and  found  my  dear  sister  alive  to 
God,  and  I  went  to  hear  Mr.  B.  in  the  evening 
and  had  such  a  time,  that  I  wished  to  die  before 
I  got  out  of  the  church.  O  Lord,  ever  give  me 
this  bread.  I  parted  with  her,  between  twelve 
and  one  o'clock,  with  some  of  the  old  prophetic 
love  in  our,  hearts ;  O  heavenly  wind,  blow  it 
into  a  flame.  Between  four  and  five  in  the  morn- 
ing I  reached  home ;  I  do  really  believe  this  is 
better  than  sleeping. 

Last  Saturday  I  was  dreadfully  tried,  by  an 
old  enemy  that  I  had  been  preaching  against  a 
night  or  two  before,  tri^d  till  my  soul  groaned. 

B 


is 

I  told  a  friend  that  I  would  at  him  again  when  I 
got  out ;  it  is  he  that  our  mother  overcome  by 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb : .  O  God  give  power. 
On  Sunday  morning  I  went  to  Moulsey  in  chains, 
but  found  freedom  of  speech,  though  no  love  on 
my  heart ;  but  it  was  a  blessing  to  them  that  Were 
bound,  God  will  not  let  me  work  for  nothing. 

From  thence  I  went  to  Woking  alone,  not 
quite  altne^  for  my  foe  wa3  0€mr  at  hami^  which 
mads  me  look  up  and  cry  heartily  ta  God ;  yet  I 
was  faig  with  expeclatioa  of  feeling  some  of  the 
fire  of  God's  love^  alter  tliis  fk&  of  c^itfuaiaiii, 
aod  going  over  Seend  Marsh,  a  man  that  comess 
to  hear  me  told  me  that  one  Captain  B.  and  iiis 
wife,  and  some  miore  people,  wanted  to  hear  me 
preach.  I  told  them  if  they  got  together  against 
I  came  back,  I  would  preach  to  them.  WeU|, 
thought  I,  this  will  pay  for  my  ten^talion* 

When  I  came  to.  my  dear  flock  they  ^adly  r.e<* 
teived  me,  aid  the  room  was  full;  I  fbund  k 
well  between  God  and  my  sool  alone,  and  went 
out  to  speak,  and  there  were  sooqe  stood  without 
doors,  tbe  room  would  not  hold  them.  I  spake 
from  these  words,  ^^  Have  you  received  the 
Holy  Ghost?"  and  God  blessed  it.  Then  I 
retired  to  get  a  text  for  them  without^  and  tho 
bible  was  shut  up  from  me  ;  O  how  was  I  tfied, 
I  prayed  and  cried  to  God,  and  I  said,  thbre 
was  the  greatest  multitude  I  e^ec  spoke  tOk  At 
last  I  went  trembling  out  with  these  word%  **  Bat 
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they  shook  off  the  dust  of  their  feet  against  diem, 
aod  came  unto  Iconium,"  Acts  xiii.  51 ;  stili  ia 
chains^  and  my  dear  brother  H*  pitying  «ie  with 
teari^.  This  concourse  of  people  came  from  all 
quarters,  a  great  many  hundreds ;  as  soon  as  I 
took  my  text,  down  dropped  my  cbaios,  and  I 
never  felt  out  of  doors  such  boldness  and  power, 
ai>d  all  so  quiet,  so  awed,  and  such  power.  After 
sermon  they  liironged  round  the  door,  I  exhorted 
them  till  cby  soul  wept,  and  some  that  I  never 
saw  bef(»*e  wept  with  me;  nigh  a  hundred  of 
them  stood  round  me,  and  God  was  powerful 
with  us.  They  kept  me  till  dark,  many  wanted 
to  go  to  Seend  with  me,  so  I  left  them  like  little 
children* 

When  I  came  to  Seend,  there  were  a  few 
people  waiting,  there  had  been  both  foot  and 
horse,  but  many  were  gone;  they  asked  me  to 
preach,  and  they  called  the  Captain  out;  there 
was  still  some  foot  and  some  horse.  So  I  went 
into  a  house,  and  picked  out  a  text,  and  then 
went  out  dnd  preached  in  the  dark,  all  stood  stilU 
and  I  hope  God  was  with  us,  so  I  got  home 
about  twelire  o'clock.  On  Monday  night  I 
l^reached  at  Twickenham,  after  being  three  times 
afeked,  and  God  was  there ;  some  wanted  to  hear 
because  df  the  ^vil  report  raised  about  me,  and 
God  met  them,  and  setit  them  away  with  a  very 
good  opinion '  of  me. 

On  Tuesday  evening  I  preached  at  Richmond, 
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some  thronged  to  bear  because  I  bad  been  called 
a. wolf  in  sheep's  clothing,  but  God  was  with  me; 
some  were  greatly  cut,  others  that  came  to  hear 
the  wolf,  said,  I  was  well  taught  of  God.  This 
night  I  preached  at  Ditton,  with  as  great  liberty 
as  ever,  God  was  with  us,  and  some  of  my  dear 
friends  from  Kingston,  who  have  strongly  op- 
posed me,  came  to  hear  out  of  curiosity;  but 
God  sent  them  home  with  these  words  ib  their 
mouth.  It  Is  worth  coniing  for.  My  dear  friends 
that  gave  it  out  that  I  w^as  a  wolf  come  to  scatter 
the  flock,  have  since  altered  their  minds,  and  said 
that  I  was  a  child  of  God,  but  no  preacher, 
though  they  never  heard  me  before.  The  next 
words  I  suppose  will  be,  that  I  am  a  preacher 
but  no  bishop ;  Lord,  what  is  man  \ 

A  gentleman  from  London  who  was  at  Woking 
told  me,  that  he  thought  I  was  to  blame  to  go  to 
Richmond,  and  to  blame  to  preach  out  of  doors, 
because  I  had  no  learning ;  this  was  a  month  ago 
last  Sunday;  many  quality  came  with  him  from 
Guildford,  so  he  distressed  my  soul  greatly. 
But  I  went  away  and  poured  out  my  soul,  com- 
plaint and  all,  before  God  alone,  till  my  heart 
was  broke,  and  then  I  went  out  to  preach,  and  I 
think  one  of  the  clearest  discourses  I  ever  deli- 
vered, and  with  great  power.  Thei^  the  gentle- 
man  called  me  aside,  and  offered  me  money  to 
bear  my  expences,  which  I  refused  ;  he  told  me, 
he  wished  he  could  give  me  twenty  pounds ;  he 
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said  I  was  called  of  God,  and  told  me  never  to 
work  journey-work  under  any  proprietors,  but  to 
go  on  as  I  did,  and  I  am  determined  to  have  no 
master  but  Christ  So  I  see  from  this  gentleman, 
that  if  I  consulted  man  I  should  neither  preach 
nor  hold  my  tongue ;  God  make  me  a  preacher, 
not  of  nian  nor  by  man. 

A  minister  was  sent  down  from  London  to 
preach,  and  to  expose  me  in  the  pulpit ;  he  said 
he  knew  I  preached  errors,  but  never  heard  me. 
He  said  he  knew  I  did  not  live  according  to  the 
gospel,  but  never  saw  me ;  he  said  I  had  left  off 
work,  God  forgive  his  lies;  he  said  I  preached 
for  money,  but  I  could  stand  search  any  time 
I  believe.  If  any  man  would  give  me  a  thou- 
sand pounds,  I  could  not  leave  off  preaching, 
God  holds  me  with  a  strong  hand.  The  proprie- 
tors threaten  laying  me  in  prison,  because  I  am 
not  licensed ;  after  this  many  people  came  to  hear 
me  at  Richmbnd  with  keen  ears,  to  hear  what  a 
monster  of  sin  I  was.  I  earnestly  begged  of 
God  in  my  prayer  publicly,  that  God  would 
shew  them  whether  I  was  right  or  wrong  in 
coming,  if  wrong  that  he  would  confound  me,  if 
right  that  power  might  be  felt;  and  God  was  with 
me  with  a  witness,  and  convinced  them  all.  I 
must  conclude,  it  is  midnight.  Pray  give  my 
love  to  all  friends.  I  wish  you  my  dear  friends 
the  peace  of  heaven,  and  more  communication 
with  my  dear,  dear  Redeemer,  Amen. 

Wm.  HUNTKjfGTON. 
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LETTER  IV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
Dear  Friends, 

When  may  a  child  of  God  lay  down? 
When  he  can  get  no  higher  in  his  spiritual  mind; 
when  no  lower  in  humility;  when  no  further  in 
gospel  experience;  when  there  is  nothing  more 
new  in  the  bible;  when  he  seeks  Jesus  in  vain; 
and  wlien  be  is  the  invisible  image  of  Christ  in 
full  stature. 

I  tell  you  when  I  intend  to  leave  off  prayer.. 
When  corruption  is  entirely  destroyed;  when  my 
heart  can  no  longer  deceive;  when  I  have  done 
kicking  at  the  cross,  and  never  across  to  take  up; 
when  the  world  no  more  deceives  my  eyes;  and 
when  the  devil  is  ashamed  to  shew  me  bis  fece. 

Two  ways  I  deceive  myself^  and  two  ways  I  am 
deceived.  When  I,  to  encourage  pride,  want  ta 
appear  more  gracious  than  I  am;  and  wbea 
throtigh  fear  I  hide  that  grace  I  really  have; 
when  I  thought  I  had  strength  for  a  great  trial, 
and  sunk  at  a  3mall  one;  and  when  I  sunk  at  the 
thoughts  of  a  great  cross,  and  when  it  came  carried 
it  boldly:  one  is  strength  in  weakness,  the  other 
is  weakness  in  strength. 

I  am  always  in  fear.  When  comfort  is  gone  I 
fear  it  will  come  no  more ;  when  I  have  got  it  I 
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fear  being  robbed ;  when  I  am  in  trouble  I  am 
not  easy;  and  when  I  walk  long  easy  I  am  in 
trouble. 

Two  things  I  should  like  to  pray  for.  To  be 
saved  from  my  good  works^  and  to  have  the  sins 
forgiven  of  my  godly  sorrow. 

Two  things  I  desire  to  see,  which  would  strike 
me  dead.  To  see  myself  as  I  really  am  in  God*s 
sight,  as  a  sinner;  and  to  see  Christ  as  he  is  in 
glory,  and  that  is  the  best  sight  of  all ;  terror  always 
hardens  my  heart,  and  to  taste  Cbrisfs  love  coming 
out  of  a  trial,  breaks  it  all  to  pieces. 

One  way  I  commonly  get  a  blessing  at  Meeting. 
When  the  preacher  has  nothing  of  his  own ;  when 
it  comes  hot  from  the  Lord,  given  in  as  it  is  dealt 
out,  and  then  it  is  wet;  a  discourse  laid  tip  in  the 
head  is  mostly  dry. 

My  dear  C.  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  and  all  my 

poor  dear  souls,  I  wish  you  all  the  blessed  Jesus; 

all  is  heaven  with  him,  all  is  hell  and  damnation 

without  him.     O  my  dear,  dear  Lord,  and  God, 

and  Saviour,  Jesus,  be  thou  my  portion  ior  ever, 

Amen. 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 

P.  S.  Pray  let  me  hear  from  you.  Pray  Hsp 
Out  something  of  heart-work,  that  I  may  guess 
whether  it  is  Jesus  speaks  or  not.  The  devil 
tells  me  I  shall  be  praised,  for  this  disappoint  him, 
and  praise  God.  I  do  not  like  he  should  please . 
me,  I  do  not  like  to  please  him. 
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LETTER  V. 

TO  THE  SAME, 


Ditton. 


My  dear  Brother  and  Sister, 

This  comes  with  my  love  to  you  and  all 
friends,  hoping  yoar  souls  prosper,  and  am  sorry 
I  could  not  come  to  you;  I  did  set  out  to 
come,  but  it  was  so  dark  and  late  that  I  went 
back  again,  but  my  heart  was  in  a  measure  with 
you.  O  how  did  the  devil  work  me  because 
I  could  not  come,  bi^t  I  know  we  should  meet 
oftener  together,  if  you  prayed  for  it  more;  all 
things  are  possible  to  th^m  that  pray  in  faith,  for 
God  says,  he  will  be  enquired  of,  that  be  may  do 
these  things  for  us,  and  blessed  be  his  name,  it  is 
right  we  should. 

O  my  dear  brother  and  sister,  tell  God  of  every 
trouble  you  meet  with  as  soon  as  it  comes,  for 
when  you  try  to  help  yourselves,  you  fall  into  a 
bad  temper,  and  grieve  the  Spirit  of  holiness,  and 
satan  leads  you  into  darkness.  I  thought  to- 
night  he  would  work  you,  and  tell  you  we  should 
meet  no  more,  but  do  not  believe  the  father  of  lies : 
as  soon  as  you  find  be  works  on  yovi  aqd  makes  you 
cross,  go  directly  and  tell  Gfod  of  it,  and  the 
Lord  will  soon  bruise  his  hefid,  for  God  tells  us 
to  cast  our  cares  on  him.    The  devil  lov^  to  se^ 
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our  souls  bowed  down  with  our  own  cares*  O 
thou  enemy  of  all  truth,  we  defy  thee  in  the 
strength  of  Jesus,  and  through  Christ  we  hope  we 
shall  rejoice  in  heaven,  when  you  will  burn  world 
without  end  :  O  Lord,  deliver  us  from  him 
because  he  tempts  us« 

I  have  had  a  letter  from  Mn  H.  he  gives  his 
love  to  you  both,  it  is  something  of  the  language 
of  Canaan.  O  my  dear  souls,  keep  close  to 
Jesus^  and  let  that  be  your  chiefest  work*  Follow, 
my  dear  friends,  that  weeping  spirit  of  meekness^ 
that  is  the  frame  we  walk  safe  in,  and  beware  of  a 
light  spirit,  and  a  light  conversation ;  keep  from 
sinners,  and  keep  humble,  and  may  the  Lord 
bless  you.  My  soul  shall  weep  for  you  all: 
remember  me  to  all  friends.     My  wife  gives  her 

love;  the  Lord  bless  thee,  Amen. 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER  VI. 

TO  MRS.  W. 

Thames  Ditton. 

My  dear  Daughter  in  Christ, 

I  TRUST,  by  the  Lord  thou  art  highly  fa- 
voured, blessed  art  thou  among  women.  It  is 
true,  my  daughter,  thou  hast  lost  a  good  and  a 
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great  earthly  edmfort,  but  let  not  thy  precious 
soul  be  bowed  6c\^n  on  that  account,  for  my  dear 
maister  win  surely  do  the  kinsman'i^  part  for  thee, 
and  be  a  nourisher  of  thy  soul  in  thy  widowhood 
state.  Thy  old  father  Mordecai,  hath  not  forgot 
thee,  but  will  surely  sit  at  the  king's  gate,  begging 
in  sackcloth  for  thee,  till  he  knows  how  it  will  go 
with  poor  Esther.  Fray,  my  daughter,  let  me 
know  how  thy  poor  soul  fares;  send  me  a  letter, 
send  me  spiritual  savoury  meat  in  it,  such  as  thy 
latber^s  soul  loveth,  and  let  it  come  in  a  lordly 
dish ;  and  I  will  now  and  then  send  thee  a  spi« 
ritual  bracelet,  and  sometimes  a  signet,  and 
sometimes  a  staff. 

Put  oflF  thy  widowhood  garments  from  thee,  and 
call  thyself  Hepbzibah,  for  the  Lord  delighteth  ia 
thee.  Surely  I  will  do,  in  Christ  Jesus,  the  duty 
of  a  father  and  a  husband  to  thee,  and  if  the  Lord 
blesses  my  letter  to  thee,  thou  must  call  my  name 
Asher,  and  say,  he  yieldeth  royal  dainties.  I  will 
if  thou  desire  it,  speak  to  the  king  for  thee,  or  the 
captain  of  the  host,  and  when  thou  art  permitted 
to  touch  the  sceptre,  thou  must  remember  Morde- 
cai ;  and  if  I  find  by  thy  letter  thou  art  happy  in 
soul^  I  will  say  it  is  enough;  my  child  is  yet  alive. 
What  ?  dost  thou  say  bless  me,  even  me,  O  my 
father?  I  have  blessed  thee,  and  will  pray  that 
thy  cruse  may  not  fail,  nor  the  meal  waste. 

Where  art  thou  my  daughter  ?  in  the  tent  laugh- 
ing through  unbelief,  saying,  shall  I  have  a  soq 
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that  am  old?     O  my  daughter,   tboQ  hart  borne 

seven,  thou  bast  a  holy  child  in  the  womb  of  hope, 

jand  at  death  thou  wilt  see  him,  and  laugh  ga  that 

all  that  hear  will  laugh  with  thee.     Fear  rkStj .  my 

daughter,  thy  father  will  give  thee  a  good  south 

land,  and  the  upper  and  nether  springs,   and  thy 

name  shall  be  Anna,  thou  shalt  speak  of  him  to 

those  that  look  for  redemption  in  IsraeL 

Pray  give  my  kind  love  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L. 

and  Mrs.  F.  and  be  sure  to  get  the  room  ready 

on  the  wall,  and  set  the  table  in  order,  and  the 

stool,  and  the  chair,  and  get  a  candlestick  ready, 

for  I  am  going  to  Carmel  next  Monday,  it  is  new 

moon.    Fare  thee  well,  my  daughter,  a  full  reward 

be  given  thee  of  the  Lord,   under  whose  wings 

thou  art  forced  to  trust.     Let  me  have  joy  of 

thee,  my  daughter;  be  thou  a  spiritual  comfort  to 

Paul  the  aged. 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER  VIL 

TO  MRS.  . 

Thtmos  Diltoiu 
To  ray  dear  Phebe,  greeting, 

Grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  her,  from 
him  which  was,  and  which  is  to  come,  the  Al- 
mighty. I  received  thy  epistle  yesterday,  aud 
was  glad  to  hear  that  my  poor  blind  child  was 
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alive,,  with  her  tottering  faith.  And  now  Pbebe 
is  desirous  of  knowing  wbat^the  Lord  hath  done 
for  me,  listen  to  a  parable,  my  daughter,  and  I 
ivill  open  my  dark  sayings  on  the  harp ;  To  thee 
it  is  given  to  know  the  words  of  the  wise,  and 
their  dark  sayings.  .  Why,  then  Jesus  is  so  immense 
that  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  him, 
and  yet  my  heart  holds  him ;  he  is  incomprehen* 
sible,  and  yet  I  know  him ;  invisible,  and  yet  I 
see  him;  immortal,  yet  dwells  with  mortal 
man;  eternal,  and  yet  born  in  time.  Now  if 
thou  dost  not  plow  with  Christ's  heifer,  thou  wilt 
not  find  out  the  riddle,  and  poor  Pbebe  said  it 
was  manna,  for  she  wist  not  what  to  call  it.  See 
then  that  thou  lay  up  a  little  of  this  hidden 
manna  in  thy  golden  pot,  for  thou  wilt  want  it  in 
the  great  day. 

I  think  by  thy  letter,  thou  art  not  grown  at  all^ 
thou  art  little  of  stature,  I  wish  thou  wouldest  get 
up  into  the  tree  of  life;  surely  thou  art  ricketty, 
or  else  they  do  not  nurse  and  feed  this  poor  blind 
child.  Thy  hands  seem  very  weak,  and  thy 
knees  feeble,  I  advise  thee  to  bathe  in  Ezekiel's 
holy  waters,  and  do  not  be  afraid;  paddle  in 
them  up  to  thy  very  heart,  and  drink  a  little  new 
wine  of  the  kingdom,  for  thy  stomach's  sake,  and 
thy  often  infirmities ;  and  take  a  little  of  the  oil 
of  joy  to  anoint  thee,  for  thou  knowest  not  how 
SO611  thou  mayest  be  called  to  stand  before  the 
king.     Let  no  filthiness  appear  in  thy  skirts,  go 
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m  peace,  and  be  whole  of  the  plague  of  thy 
unbelief.  If  I  had  thee  here,  I  should  search 
thy  tent  very  narrowly,  I  should  examine  thy 
stuff  to  see  if  thou  hast  got  an  image  instead  ef 
Christ.  Take  Christ,  and  eat  him  up,  for  he 
only  creates  an  appetite. 

But  you  want  to  know  how  I  go  on,  why  faith, 
hope,  love,  and  godly  zeal,  are  with  me  still, 
and  they  are  very  profitable  to  me  for  the  minis* 
try,  but  patience  I  have  left  at  Miletum  sick. 
The  old  man  is  with  me  still,  and  in  a  thriving 
condition ;  by  all  that  I  can  do  I  cannot  keep 
him  lame  in  both  his  feet,  I  am  obliged  to  dwell 
with  him  that  hates  peace;  but  blessed  be  God  I 
have  great  success  in  my  la&ours,  and  preach 
more  than  ever,  but  am  weak  in  body.  You 
want  to  know  how  my  wife  does,  she  is  with  me 
still  in  the  tent,  and  a  flying  in  my  face  every 
now  and  then  as  usual;  she  is  very  fond  of 
Hagar,  and  determined  not  to  part  with  Moses  if 
she  can  .help  it,  and  he  is  a  cruel  husband  to  her 
soul ;  there  will  be  a  divorce  soon  I  believe,  foF 
he  has  almost  killed  her. 

Little  Ebenezer  is  well,  but  cannot  walk,  and 
there  is  another  just  at  hand  will  tread  upon  his 
heels ;  old  Leah  has,  and  wnll  have  a  good  dowry, 
she  is  neither  barren  nor  unfruitful.  We  are  all 
well  here  at  present,  and  I  wish  thee  better  in 
soul,  lay  by  thy  leading  strings,  and  lean  on 
Christ  by  faith  more  Betty,  mind  what  I  say, 
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leaxion  the  Lord  as  thy  sta£  I  suppose  I  shall 
receive  an  axiswer  within  a  year^  for  she  is  idl^ 
she  is  idle ;  fare  thee  well,  the  God  of  peace  be 
with  thee;  I  believe  I  shall  see  thee  by  and  by. 
My  Dame  joins  in  love  to  you,  in  Christ, 

Wm-  HUNTINGTON. 


"  ^"^  ..IML^..^  ..liil*.^         I.I..I 
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LETTER  Vlir. 

to  THE  SAME. 

fioTH  your  epistles,  Betty,  came  to  hand,  but 
the  first  in  which  you  ordered  me  how  and  where 
to  direct  to  you,  is  mislaid,  so  that  I  am  con- 
strained to  direct  this  to  brother  G.  who  I  doubt 
not  will  help  it  to  you.  Your  first  convinced  me 
of  the  truth  of  what  I  always  thought,  that  when 
you  left  me  you  went  from  God,  however  the 
elect  of  God  cannot  be  lost,  for  they  are  appointed 
to  obtain  the  salvation  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus 
with  eternal  glory.  Hence  the  Saviour  says, 
^'  All  that  the  Father  hath  given  me  shall  come  to 
me,  and  he  that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wise 
cast  out^"  John  vL  37. 

We  may  procure  many  rods  and  stripes,  cros- 
ses and  burdens,  to  our  own  souls,  which  may  cause 
us  to  go  halting  to  the  grave,  but  nothing  shall 
ever  alter  the  eternal  purpose  of  God,  nor  prevent 
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bia  most  holy  Spirit,  .an4  hia  /eternal  lo?e  from 
finding  than  out  I  am  a  living  witoeM  of  thia^ 
for  though  I  never  sought  hinii  yet  he  ftoogbt  me ; 
I  never  called  upon  his  name  in  truth,  yet  he 
called  upon  mine ;  and  though  out  of  the  way  of 
the  means,  his  means  made  a  way  to  me :  ''  I  aii 
found/'  saith  he,  *^  of  them  that  sought  me  not" 
'^  I  know  my  sheep,  and  they  hear  my  voice ;  and 
tbey  shall  never  perish,  neither  shaU  any  pluck 
them  out  of  my  hands."  ''  I  lay  down  my  life  Son 
my  sheep,  and  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life;'' 
and  these,  Betty,  are  the  true  sayings  of  God« 

I  was  glad  to  hear  by  your  last,  that  you  fband 
soane  encouragement .  under  the  word,  whea  ia 
town ;  I  was  afraid  that  your  appetite  had  been  so 
vitiated,  feeding  so  long  upon  husks,  that  the 
provisions  of  Wisdom's  table,  and  the  true  bread, 
would  hardly  go  down ;  though  when  the  same 
mighty  famine  falls  on  us,  as  did  on  the  poor 
prodigal,  nothing  but  the  bread  of  life  will  suffice ; 
and  my  soul  blesses  God  for  making  such  pro- 
vision, and  for  inviting  them  to  it  who  are  ready 
to  perish.  What  a  hearty  welcome  do  poor 
sinners  meet  with,  when  they  bring  a  craving 
appetite  with  tbe«a;  ^^  Eat  O. friends,  drink,  yiea, 
drink  abundantly,  O  bdoved;"*  so  true  is  the 
word  of  his  grace,  that  he  fiUetb  4;fae  hungry  with 
good  things,  but  be  sendeth  the  rich  in  tbemselvei, 
empty  away,  Luke  i«  53« 

The  elder  sons  by  creation,  who  a<e  in  tfaetf 
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first-born  state^  in  the  flesb  and  not  born  again^ 
frankly  own  that  our  heavenly  Father  never  gave 
them  a  kid,  to  make  merry  with  their  friends; 
but  those  who  are  predestinated  to  the  adop- 
tion of  sons^  these  poor  prodigals  when  they 
return/ obtain  the  ring  of  eternal  love,  the  robe  of 
imputed  righteousnessi  and  the  fatted  calf;  and 
though  the  elder  sons  are  offended  with  this,  yet 
God  will  have  it  so,  and  there  is  no  resisting  his 
wilL  Betty,  cleave  close  to  Jesus,  delight  thy 
soul  in  him,  and  make  up  all  tby  happiness  in 
bim,  for  all  besides  is  death.  Be  a  good  girl, 
and  mind  your  books,  I  mean,  scripture  and 
conscience,  keep  there,  for  out  of  them  are  the 
issues  of  life. 

Ever  your's, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER  IX. 

TO  MR.  A. 


I  WAS  glad  to  hear  from  thee,  my  son,  buir 
am  much  engaged  with  a  book  in  hand,  which 
by  visitors  I  have  been  much  hindered  in  writing. 
You  must  not  judge  of  your  success  by  your  dif- 
ferent frames,  the  treasure  is  lodged  in  an 
csirthen  vessel,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power 
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may  be  of  God  and  not  of  us.  He  often  dbplays 
his  power,  when  we  are  most  weak,  and  his  wis- 
dom in  and  by  the  most  simple  means  and  words, 
that  men  may  learn  to  distinguish  between  the 
instrument  and  the  hand  that  uses  it  PauVs 
bodily  presence  was  contemptible,  said  his  ene- 
mies, and  his  speech  weak ;  but  his  letters  were 
weighty  and  powerful,  and  so  were  bis  words. 
I^fiura  words  wereBeasoned  wiih  graoe;  ^-more 
\ke  cleaved  to  Christy  the  more  h^  savosred  of 
him;  and  the  more  savoury  be  wa%  tl^  more 
unctuous  was.  the  flock.  **  All  bis  garments  smpH 
of  myrrbi^^hic^  jj»  ^weet,  ^*and  of  yiloesi'*  which 
is  bitter,  flzekiers  roll,  and  Joh/D's  little .  bocil; 
were;  bitter-sweets;  the  sweeter  the  Lord's  jira* 
sence  is,  the  more  bitter  bis  absence;  and  the  mora 
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fruitful  we  are,  the  more  purging  will  the  brasiich 
need.  Give  yourself  much  tp  study  and  reading 
and  when  this  becoiniies  our  delight,  the  wprk  wil| 
be  the  more.pleasajnt.  ^ 

I  am  very  vf^ll  satisfied  with  the  report  that  t 
hear  of  thee.,  Pwifying  faitl^  truth  in  the  love  of  it| 
and  a  good  conscience,  will  carry  a  man  n^ith  peace 
and  fortitude,  t^rpugb  t^i^  vain  world.  .  FarewciU, 
grace,  mercj^  a^d.P^i^ce,,  |[>e  with  thee^  aad/witji 
^U  them  .that  Ipve  our  Lord  Jei^.  :   .  j  '  i 

Ever  your^s  in  him,  '    5 

Wm;  HUNTINGTO^r. 
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V. 


I » 


LltTUR  X. 


1 1 


'    ¥6  tHfe  SAM'S.  ■ 

t>eaif  Sob  and  FelU>\i«^kbbiiittr.  ^    1 

GitA«£  >MiA  pette  k^  #itti  tt^/  through  ^u^ 
IbM  'J>«^is  GhriM.  Sotils  ybuiig  in  M^,  aiid 
iiiid^r  tb^  poMrfei^l  ^MistMioU  of  IdH^,  itti^  always 
ibf  #«ird  to  lleMgtlif«»6  S!:ieh''s  eoi'd^  '#ii)dto  tstMHii^tifgtt 
ber'^kefs;  and^^H^ile  thft*  prot]^'kie&  Hon' in,  bnd 
ieetiifok^bs  «lM>Hnd',  tb^y  bre  ib^  ^ouriog  this 
tt^iistire  %»ut  to  tiie«tt 'Aftt  are  Abrb&dV'Mgfd  bo- 
tbkig  ))liefa^  ;t2i^  «b  diuch,  &i  {ctlbMr  «biia>reQ  to 
tiVltSb. '  tia^n  ;iitfo  &r«d-#i«li  ^le&l,  I  wiK  bo't  ta:y 
altMiy^  'ac^i^ijg  <t6  ktio«vl6dg^  i>ut  ^ese  tv^ 
ibi'ivard'  to  soiitid  ab  ttkm^  *tb  ewtikfei^/  trnd  to 
plow  up  the  fallow  ground.  '  Thuis'U)ve  dt^aws  the 
^ne,  And  ^^  #i'ii^6'tbe  OAi^ ;  >^ad  while  these 
ti^Osprkigs  la^^h6  itx>rk  gdei  hff  bler^ble  easy, 
iiMS  the,  Mr6t4M6ii  i^e  nmch  p«^^,  bftpeleibUy 
w^  fhcimsdiv^;  Bht- wh«i  >th^' foMner  sprftig 
b^coiAeis  d^,  «nti  'ttie  tiursHtogi,  4{te  4iie  Attu^r^ 
of  the  horse-letfdii  ^cfy,  <5riv*,'  grvi6,=ana  there' 'b 
nothing  but  a  dry  bresst-n-ftben  tfaeibrkard  nurse 
woy^  he  ^^  tc(  (vutj  u|^a  bill  in  the  window,  with 
the  following  inscription,  'No  nurse  children 
taken  in  here.'  The  plowman  begins  to  look  back, 
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but  Lot's  mfe  stands  in  the  iray ;  but  the  breasts 
ere  put  irp,  and  veaniog  time  comes  00,  that  we 
imy  learn  to  eat  meat^  yea,  stnMig  ineati  and  not 
mlk,  far  ^hat  is  for  liabes,  and  for  them  vho  ase 
uiBsktUiil  iptius  word  of  rightBOusoess. 

Weaaiog  .serves  to  exMcise  mir  senses,  to  dis^ 
cern  between  good  and  aTU»  am)  4tese  trials  lead 
«ij&  un4er  the  Spirit  fea  full  age,  so  as  to  fas  able  to 
fiigeat  stfong  <i3eat;  tiut  ^  Aosg  # s  wa  can  get 
mfBk^  ibis  s^srt  of  food  wiU  n<;rt  go  down :  **  Whoa 
fiail  he  teach  kaowledge  ?  ;  aad  whom  shall  he 
apa^  to  uoderatttnd  dodrioe?  them  tliat  ara 
me&ofid  from  th?  roilk,  and  drawn  fnom  the 
|>nBaH^"  Isad  jcxviij.  &  This  leaching  makes  us 
|)a«Aors  after  .Giod's  oa^n>heart,  who  are  to  feed  the 
(P0o(^e  with  knowleidge  and  understanding;  and 
i  haye  ao^  doirbt  biit  my  isoo,  who  wts  forward 
^enough  at  t]kie  Jtcat,  now  £ads  that  aU  the  fdicity 
atf.tbe  |ustii  oot.cooineditosbd  pulpit,  nor  al|l 
ibe  hapfdbess  luuder  the  sun  peculiar  to  the 
^initstry. 

W:ben  the  ibible  dianot  be  read  wi^  light  wtnA 
jife,  because  it  is  [sealed ;  when  tlbe  gate  of  life, 
and  door iof  hope  afi6  iboth  'dosed ;  when  heaven 
j^otsas,  #nd  i  sSASti  ^  smiles  ;  when '  the  heant  is  too 
^Uy  too  big  ta  ^teqi  its  grief;  and  God  denies 
fkccetSf  andlbeleiiat  apparent  relief;  when  heaarep 
appears  to  resist  us,  and  sat  an  to  ^reproach  us^; 
iwl^n  the  peoplaare  assembling  in  iiope,  and  the 
preacher  alone  in  despimdency ;  tbe.flock  expects 
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ing  tb6  sermon,  and  the  priest  at  a  loss  for  a  text ; 
God's  rod  on  the  i)ack,  and  enmity  -  rising  in  the 
heart;  the  people  waiting  for  comfort,  but  the 
ambassador  is  weeping  in  bitter  grief-— this  sort 
of  work  would  make  him  run  as  well  as  the  for- 
mer, that  is,  he  would  be  as  glad  to  run  back,  as 
he  was  at  first  to  run  forward. 
<  But  the  branch  that  is  in  the  vine  must  have 
a  threefold  purging ;  the  head'  from  blindness, 
darkness,  ignorance,  and  confusion,  that  the 
watchman  may  see;  the  heart  from  idols,  that 
Christ  may  be  all  in  all ;  and  the  whole  soul  from 
self,  which  sends  forth  a  stinking  savour,  that  God 
may  make  manifest  the  savour  of  his  knowledge 
•by  us  in  every  place,  2  Cor.  ii.  14.  The  more 
^he  branch  is  purged,  the  closer  it  sticks  tp  the 
vine;  and  the  closer  the  union  with  Christ,  th)» 
more  savoury,  the  more  uDctnous,  and  more 
precious  is  the  branch.  The  preacher  wants  ten 
times  the  purging:  that  the  hearer  does.  The 
hearer  works  for  himself,  and  all  he  gets  he  keeps; 
we  work  for  others.  A  whole  day  in  the  furnace 
may  aiSbrd  one  meal,  but  the  first  sermon  empties 
the  cupboard;  so  the  preacher  stjpirves  himself  to 
feed  others.  The  more  powerful  he  preaches, 
the  more  lively  the  people,  but' the  longer  he 
preaches  tlie  deader  be  gets ;  iife  works  in  thetii> 
but  death  in  him.  Tender  my  love  to  the  friends 
at  N.  and  G.  and  accept  the  samefroti)  thy  friend 
and  father  in.  Christ  Jesas.  '  ' 

W,  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER   XI. 


To  Mr,  T. 


Dear  Friend, 

To  pray  for  the  death  of  any  person  is  con« 
trary  to  the  word  of  God.  When  the  disciples 
desired  fire  from  heaven  to  consume  the  inhabi* 
tants  of  CapernauoH  they  were  rebuked  by  the 
Saviour ;  and  if  a  person  prays  for  the  death  of 
another,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  cross,  or  to  enjoy 
their  property,  the  sin  is  still  the  greater,  and  cow- 
ardice or  covetousness  is  the  root  of  it;  and  if  they 
pray  for  the  death  of  a  person  out  of  revenge^ 
the  spirit  is  nigh  of  kin  to  that  of  Cain.  If  a 
person  triumph  at  the  death  of  an  enemy,  andsup^ 
poses  himself  a  favourite  of  God  on  this  account; 
Israel  might  draw  the  same  conclusion  at  the 
destruction  of  Pharaoh,  but  God  destroyed  all 
the  Israelites  that  believed  not;  the  answer  t>f 
pardon  and  pea^e  from  God  through  Christ,  and 
that  ialone,  can  shew  us  timt^irve  ar^  prevalent 
with  God.  '^  Rejoice  not  wh^n  thine  enemy 
falleth,  and  let  utit  thine  heart  be  ^d  when  <be 
4stumbleth :  le$ft  the  Lord  see  it  and  it  displease 

liim/:  Prov.  xxiy.  17,  19/ 

Tender  my  kind  respects  to  the  psewon^of  ^vbom 
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great  reward;  Until  then  we  must  grope  oti  ItklB 
the  blind  for  the  wall,  iu  a  day  that  is  not  dark 
iior  light>  with  tranisient  visits,  momentary  relief, 
pleasing  but  passing  operations,  short  indul- 
gences, and  ap]j:>arent  long  neglects,  as  spectacles 
to  the  world,  and  sport  for  fools;     Farewel. 

W.  H.    * 


r     • 
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LETTER  XIII.  ^ 

.  I  AM  doubtful  whether  you  will  ever  be  able 
16  stop  the  ^cmih  of  a  blasphemous  devil,  as  he 
IS  given  up  to  a  perpetual  course  of  sinning,  and 
will  send  his  darts  tbrddgh  our  minds  at  every 
turn,  whe^nhe  »•  permitted  to  find  but  the  least 
access  to  us.  I  do  not  suppose  tha:t  I  have  been 
entirely  free  from  them  for  one  monU»  together 
for  these  twenty  years;  at  fitst  they  terrified  o^e 
t)eyond  measure,  but  they  leave  no  guil^  and 
bring  no  wrath  down  from  heaven  against  our 
souls;  nor  will  God  call  us  to  an  ^accoiint  be* 
oaAUte  satan  wants  to  make  qs  as  bad  <as'bimseff. 

I  have  known  the  time  when  satan  hsK^  been 
sending  his  curses  into  my. heart  even  in  niy 
pulpit,  before?  I  have  began  my  text^  and  I  have 
been  rejoicing  in  njy  God  not  fifia' midotes  after; 
and  at  othei^  times  hh  fariou^aijtacl^s  have  driven 


4i 

me  to  tny  knees,  and  I  have  bad  a  heaven  upoa 
earth  when  I  came  there;  so  that  the  shafts  of 
satan  having  lost  their  force,  and  being  so  long 
accDstomed  to  them,  and  finding  the  goodness 
and  faithfulness  of  God  always  the  same,  thej 
are  not  so  weighty  and  grievous  as  in  my  infancy 
and  childhoods  As  for  the  old  man  which  is 
corrupt  according  to  the  deceitful  lusts,  he  wiU 
never  be  mended,  the  father  of  him  is  the  most 
foul,  filthy,  unclean  creature  in  all  the  world, 
and  you  know  that  every  sin  that  a  man  commits^ 
is  without  the  body,  setting  aside  every  species  of 
fornication,  for  these  are  peculiar  to  the  body, 
and  of  the  body  it  is  said,  '^^Dustthou  art;"  and 
it  is  declared,  that  ''Dust  shall  be  the  serpent's 
meat."  The  inward  workings  of  our  old  man  is 
the  same  as  the  mind  of  satan,  and  pnly  impure 
lusts  and  false  doctrines  can  feed  that  foul 
spirit 

God  never  leaveii  me  one  day  but  this  kind  of 
fare  becomes  my  sorrowful  meat,  and  when  I  can 
get  no  better,  no  other  food,  I  often  feed  upon 
the  vain  imaginations  or  imaginary  sweets  of 
these,  till  barrenness  comes  on,  the  furnace  nex^ 
meekness  next,'  and  power  tiext,  and  then  light- 
ness of  mind,  and  then  the  old  fare  again.  No 
one  that  has  ever 'o[)ened  their  mind  to  me  know, 
nfeither  male  nor  female,  but  what  has  given  me 
to  understand  that  they  were  not  ignorant  of 
PauFs  confession,  "  It  wrought  in  ime'  all  olahnef 
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^.  cpwwpisvejsGK,"  I  qxp^qt  this  old  vpm  to 
p«r»c|«  mo.  t^U.  Yfithin  two  bours  of . d^tb^  and  I 
bav^  »o  4ouli|t  l>ut  it  wiU  live  in  your  head  wheu 
the  Qth^r  eod  is  dead ; ;  It  haa  its  sqat  not  ip  what 
wo  have  roceivod  when  Paul  says,  "  We  have  the 
miDd  of  Christ/'  but  it  lives  in  the  Qarnal  mind 
which  is  enmity,  and  wherefore  called  the  carnal 
Wiffd?  because  carnal  things  live  in  it:  ^^With 
<ny  mind  I  serve  the  law  of  God/'  says  Paul, 
*^  but  with  Py  flesh,"  or  fle3hlymind|  *^I  serve 
the  law  of  sin."  **  That  which  is  born  of  the 
flesh  is  fleshy  and  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit 
is  Spirit" 

J  Ever  thine,  .     • 

Wm.  HUNTlNGTOIf . 


LETTER  Xiy. 


TO  MRS.  M.  now  MRS.  B. 


Wej,l,  JSietty,  how  dost  thou  cofne  oo,  my 
dau^ter  ?  I  hope  .thou  sharest  in  the  rich  repast, 
a^d  street  banquets^  which  (according  to  what  I 
hear)  you  are  entertained  with  in  my  absence. 
The  goQd  Lord  is  very  kind  and  favourable,  to 
me,  he  hath  not.lejt  m  have  one  real  barren  Ume 
in  my  sqxjI  in  the  pulpit,  since  my  arrival  h^re. 
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Of  all  his  creature*  I  am  thp  leasts  and  tka  aooat 
unworthy,  and  yet  of  all  creatures  the  oust 
indulged ;  but  he  will  <lwell  with  tbem  that  tremble 
at  his  word,  hie  will  love  them  that  love  him,  and 
them  that  honour  him  he  will  honour.  No  state 
so  safe,  so  sure,  as  that  of  being  poor  in  spirit,  and 
dependent  o1i  his  faltiess;  he  knows  them  that 
trust  in  him,  and  them  that  trust  in  themselves; 
be  will  humble  the  proadi  and  exalt  the  humble. 
This  place  is  truly  Tottenham  and  the  Taber- 
nacle, never  more  pro^sston  nor  lesi  posB^ssion 
in  any  place  than  in  this*;  iegioas  of  young 
candidates!  as  the  cant  word,  is,  for  the  ministriy^ 
but  not  the  least  sign  ot  one  qualification  for  it» 
But  my  happiness  lays  in  my  God  and  Saviour, 
and  if  I  cannot  find  it  there,  Ic^n  find  it  no  where 
else.  O  how  few  is  the  number  of  God's  diect! 
and  tii»l  one  preacher  in  a  thousand,  in  the  pas* 
session' of  one  thing  that  accompanies  salvation; 
H^hal  «i  blessed  thing  to  be  taught  of  God,  and  to 
know  whom  we  have  believed.  I  had-aboikt  a 
doaen  divines  under  me  last  Toesday  €v«enin|^ 
and  expect  fourteen  to  the  dozen  this  mght{  I 
shall  help  to  st^re  their  garrets,  that  is  all  that  is 
requked  by-  those  who  have  got  a  pulpit  in  their 
head;  ihtAt  eye  is  siifigle  at  human  applause, 
and  Crod  gives  them  hun»an  shame,  when  they 
have  got  thei^  reward  of  Hosanna.  Giv6 
iny  love  to  James,  Mr.  ai»d  Mrs.  B.  and  lb 
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all  that  love  the  altogether-lovely  Lord  Jeius 
Christ. 

Ever  thine  in  heart  and  affection, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


-T1        I 


LETOER  XV. 

If  we  are  to  be  cloatbed  with  the  apparel  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  reveals,  brings  nigh,  and  puts  on, 
such  as^the  robe  of  righteousnesSi  the  garments  of 
salvation,  and  the  cloathing  of  humility,  we  must 
expect  the  work  of  stripping  to  go  on  also. 
Stripping  and  emptying,  is  the  hardest  and  most 
difficult  work  when  carrying  on,  that  I  have  ever 
felt,  but  to  this  day  I  find  and  feel,  the  salutary 
effects  and  blessed  fruits  of  it.  The  believer  and 
the  Saviour  are  just  like  a  pair  of  balances,  as  self 
is  abased  and  goes  down,  the  Saviour  is  exalted^ 
extolled,  and  very  higli,  hence  self-denial .  and 
following  him  are  coupled  together. 
.  As  Christ  is  put  on,  so  self  is  crossed  and  put 
off,  that  is,  his  requests  are  denied,  as  Christ's 
word  is  complied  with ;  and  it  is  a  poor  furnace 
that  discovers  no  dross,  weakens  no  member  of 
the.  old  man,  or  that  purges  away  no  tin.  It  is  4 
truth  that  no  sermon  is  so  savoury  as -those  that 
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are  lH*ought  cot  of  the  fire,,  and  delivered  in  self^ 
loathing;  nor  does  any  believer  hear  so  well,  nor 
pay  such  attention,  nor  feeid  so  heartily^  as  he  does 
who  obtains  his  appetite,  like  the  prodigal,  firoqi 
the  mighty  £a(nine;  being  hunger*^ bitten  he  goes 
with  bonds  within,  while  unbelief  and  satan  follow 
close  at  his  heels  without.  This  is  the  ipan  that 
sits  down  under  the  Iiord's  shadow  with  great 
delight,  and  finds  his  firuit  sweet  to  bis  taste; 
**  Tbe  full  soul  loathelh  the  honeyocomb,  but  to 
the  hungry  soul. every  bitter  thing  is  sweet" 

An  honest  heart  chooseth  affliction  before  eas^ 
when  a  pharisee,  filled  with  self,  prefers  his  owa 
performances  before  the  promise  of  life,  and  such 
souls  with  an  appetite  thus  sharpened  with  bitter 
herbs,  are  seldom  or  ever  sent  empty  away,  when 
once  they  have  begun  to  taste  that'  the  Lord  is 
gracious.  Concerning  the  doubts  about  the  three 
persons  in  the  gpdhead,  tell  your  friend  that  the 
following  account  is  safc^  satisfying,  and  experi- 
mental.  The  Father  is  to  be  known  by  a  sense  of 
his  love,  '^  The  Lord  b|iUi  appeared  of  old  unto 
me,  sayipg,  yea,  I  have  loved  thee  wi|(h  an  eVerr 
lasting  love,  and  therefore  with  loving  Idodness 
have  I  drawn  tliee»''  Jer.  xxxi.  3;  this  is  seen  by 
chastening  of  us,  and  leading  us  to  Chi^,\.thi3i8 
coming  to  God, .  (|to  be  judged,  tried,  chasten^ 
and  draw^,)  the  Judge  of  all,  Heb.  xii.  23i 
Get  pardon  and.pea<xe^  and  then  you  come  toiht 
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blood  of  spriakling,  that  speaketh  better  things 


ihati  that<tf  Abd,  Hteb.  Hn.  S4^  Ahd  th^  third  !s, 
'*  BecaliSei  ye  ate  -son*,  GM  h«th  sent  fijfth  the 
Spirit  of  his  Sou  ititb  yourfjearts,  -etyvng,  AM&ai, 
yfciher,''OJil.  ir.  6.  Hcihb  is  the  love  of  #6d¥he 
f^Sier,  "He  xhiA  Itoveth'  «wistleth  in  Grodr  an« 
God  in  him."  ■  Hdre'  iij  t^  pardoning  gr^cfe'  of 
Christ  ttiroiiA  faitii,  awd  Christ  dwells  in  th^ 
heart  by  faith ;  trnd  heHhttt  beKev^s  halih  *e 
fntecss  in  hnnsd^'  theSpirit  bearribg  witness' whb 
our  ^spirits  that  we  Wfe  Are  children  df  "{Jocf. 
The  pardbnirig  gratre  tif  oiar  Lord  Jesn^  Chrlsf, 
the  love  of  God,  -and  the  fellowship  of  the  fioly 
Spitit  be  with  you  all^  Amen. 

THE  BOCTOH. 


'  I 
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LETTER  Xn. 


»    '      T^  'mmffTivn  t^       mr^  xitj^  *         .        *       '"^ 


I  MECEJVEa  the  letter,  fey  which  he  seems  *o 
fee  troubled  about  iflanythiwgs,  ^nd^according  ^o 
l^is  tkcooiimt,  that  which  9s  ^c^b&ed  ^;^not  be  tnftde 
Mraigbt,'  and  that  wbicsh  is  ^atitkig  'eannot  be 
wiiKdberedi  However;  thebe  is  4^ead^nough'4ti 
our  ifatlher'B  house,  ^nABkiSt4^m  is  our  Lo^d"^ 
ftduesRito^irpply  our^^y  w^nt.  We^afrg  not  in 
hell,  .Mft  in  irons,  nor  in>hlack  despair;  "Where- 
fore doth  a  liidng  man  complain,  a  man  for  the 
punishment  •of  bis  ^iw,''  Lata,  iii;  S9.    Thy  work, 
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tfay  wbok  work  iayi  in .  a*  $naU.  coisfped^  tfafi.  .«fr 
flioted  kve  tn.pmy^  thd  longipg  Soui;  isiia  UtiUs 
reqaibesCd  be  BQade  kiioira' unto  Ood^.^tibr  .Inpuil; 
30til  ii  to  wat€b  &t|d  iwai^  iBhd  "  It  is  go«l  &C  m 
man  to  bothlbfope  aad  tpiietly.  wait  *ibr  tha 
saltation  of  God.'^  If  this  is  good  in  the  sight  of 
God  then  it  is  well-doing  in  us,  and  let  us  not  be 
weary  at  it. 

He  that  believes  sball  not  make  haste,  fiuth 
stands  in  the  power  of  God ;  every  deliverance, 
every  support^  ^tefy  enlargiefilietit,  or  inward 
change,  affords  a  fresh  footing  for  faith.  There 
aire  two  things  that  make  her  move,  dtsep  dis- 
tress will  drive  her  to  Titt,  and  at  these  times  «he 
will  act  with  a  witness,  she  will  maintain  bier  !i6W, 
and  give  up  nothing,  and  will  pursue  hefr  requei* 
and  tafcfe  no  denial.  The  next  thing  that  moves 
hef  is  love,  this  draws  her  forth  only  a8>  com- 
panton  t8  faith,  and  to  see  that  feW  the  glory  oif 
levery  love-visit  is  given  to  G6d.  Otherwise  iovfe 
is  nothing  but  the  enjoyment  of  what  faith  has 
fetbhed  in;  faith  mtfst  have  Wl  the  boioar  of 
bringing  all  the  street  tnOrsels  intb  Afe- heart 
"•We  live  by  faith^'*  ^nd  loW  banq[u6t^*  on  thfe 
^ovision;  and  the  fattest  be%  Is  ribthinglelise 
bntAe^fti'lnessdfJoy."-  ^  '•  '     '  \  ^^tv^M-.q.n  >^ 

The  Vord,  or  promise  of  life,  is  a'6bai,'  the^ 
Holy  Spirit  the  life  of  the  coal,  love  is  tW  fire  of 
heat  of  the  coal,  and  joy  is  the  flame' of  tliat^lfira 
Whidi  breaks  oxft  and  discovers* itself/ either  m 
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vocal  acclamatdons  or  on  the  sSdn  of  the  face; 
whiclt  reflects  the  glee  of  the  heart.  My  peti 
Ipas  ruin  aiiiray  with  ine^>and<canied  me  into  thkigs 
which  were^  not  in  ikUiaiy  thoughts  when  I  begoni 
wtid  ^hkt  you  make  pf  me  and  it  I  iknow  not  < 
.       ;       .      .i  i  THE  DOCTOR- 


'•.. 
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t      '  t  J 


LETTER  XVII. 


I  i 


AtL  your's  came  to  hand.  I  had  it  often  secretly 
suggested  to  my  mind  while  you  were  here,  that 
some  trial  would  succeed  at  your  return.  God 
revives,  refreshes,  or  renews  the  soul  by  his  word 
and  spirit;  ^sorne  scorchiqg  exercises  succeed  to 
wither  the  buddings  of  corruption  and  pride.  The 
day3  of  prosperity  and  adversity  are  interchange* 
ably  mixed,  and  set  onq  against  the  other;  .and 
blessed  for  evermore  be  the  name  of  God  for 
both,  for  without  them  we  cannot  live.  The 
least,  yeiji,  every  sp^rk  of  light,  and, every  grain  of 
gracj^^.and  every  word  of  truth,  and  every  breath 
of  spiritual  life,  will  stand  the  fire ;  no  flood  of 
temptation  can  drown  these,  no  fire  can  scorch 
them,  no  flame  can  kindle  upon  them,  God 
himself  declares  this. 

A  tree  of  righteousness  should  bring  fortl^  fruib 
in  due  season.  I  have  loqg  been  vexed  and  grieved 
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at  your  unseasonable  fruit,  where  it  Was  not 
needed ;  but  no  advice  had  any  weight.  I  do  not 
know  you  are  so  much  indebted  to  any  instrument 
as  to  me,  I  have  the  greatest  power  here  and  no 
other.  Read  1  Cor.  ix.  10,  11,  12.  God  may 
try  us,  and  will  try  us,  but  he  will  never  leave  us 
nor  forsake  us,  but  will  richly  supply  all  our  need, 
according  to  the*  riches  of  his  grace  in  Christ 
Jesus,  who  is  heir  of  all  things.  We  shall  never 
want  if  we  trust  in  the  Son  of  God.  I  am  the 
most  singular  witness  of  this  I  believe  in  all  the 
world,  the  chapel,  and  all  that  I  have  in  hand, 
heart,  and  hope,  come  in  answer  to  the  poor 
petitions  of  faith;  and  all  that  comes  this  way 
has  a  peculiar  flavour  and  sweetness  in  it,  it  is 
like  the  widow's  miraculous  oil,  or  the  wine  kept 
till  last,  which  was  poured  out  at  the  marriage  in 
Cana  of  Galilee,  and  which  wine  is  not  out  yet. 

God  gives  us  faith  to  live  by,  to  work  by,  and 
to  walk  by ;  and  the  more  this  grace  is  exercised 
the  brighter,  the  better,  the  stronger,  and  the 
bolder  it  grows ;  and  every  fruit  is  a  prize,  work 
it  which  way  you  will.  It  honours  God,  and 
God  will  honour  that;  it  will  work  its  way  through 
a  host  of  foes ;  it  knows  nothing  of  impossibilities ; 
it  will  wade  through  a  sea  of  difficulties ;  make 
mountaitiB  sink,  and  vallies  rise;  it  straightens 
the  crooks,  and  smooths  the  roughs,  and  this  I 
know.  Will  drop  a  line  to  — — ,  when  time  permits. 

THE  DOCTOR. 


io 


LETTER  XVIII. 

Grace  and  peace  be  with j  hoping  she  will 

be  enabled  to  keep  out  Hagar  and  IsbmaeU 
Both  the  epistles  came  to  hand^  but  my  book  has 
swelled  to  that  degree  in  my  hands,  that  it  em- 
ployed me  almost  all  last  week,  but  is  now  done. 
Do  not  give  place  to  every  whim  and  turn,  snare 
and  device  of  satan.  God  says^  ^'  Be  not  sloth- 
ful in  business,  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the 
Lord,"  Rom.  xii.  1 K  Fulness  of  bread  and 
idleness  was  the  sin  of  Sodom,  £zek.  xvi.  49.  If 
we  start  at  every  attempt  of  the  devil,  he  will  soon 
make  us  desist  from  every  good  work. 

When  I  began  to  preach  he  set  every  difficulty 
that  attended  the  work  before  me,  and  the  impos- 
sibility of  illiterate  persons  being  able  to  explain 
the  profound  mysteries  of  the  BiWe.  When  that 
failedy  then  he  threatened  me  that  he  would 
pursue  me  with  unremitted  rigour,  and  stir  up 
every  individual  against  me,  this  he  soon  made 
good.  The  next  step  was  tempting  me  all  the 
way  home  after  I  had  done  preaching,  and  ter- 
rifying me  with  the  continual  thoughts  |Lnd  fears 
of  his  personal  appearance  to  me.  After  this 
he  shifted  the  sails,  and  aimed,  as  he  perceived 
that  God  still  strengthened  me,  to  puff  me  up, 


61 

telliqg  me  upan  ev^ry  discourse  that  of  all  that 
were  born  of  woman,  there  had  not  appeared  a 
greater  prophet  than  Parson  Sack;  this  gained 
my  ear,  and  here  be  was  not  so  much  suspected 
as  in  bis  black  cloak.  AU  the  time  he  worked  at 
this,  my  pride  was  counterbalanced  with  barren 
times j  one  time  alive,  the  next  time  dead;  again 
liberty,  then  bondage :  this  made  me  tremble  at 
pride,  and  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  his  artful  wiles. 

The  next  step  was  to  send  his  darts  through 
my  mind,  even  in  the  pulpit,  and  even  tempt  me 
to  blaspheme  the  work,  especially  when  straitened; 
this  has  baf&ed,  confused,  and  confounded  me, 
and  at  times  made  me  stop  while  the  dart  went 
hissing  through  my  mind.  The  next  step  was,  he 
laboured  to  make  me  aim  at  universal  reforma* 
tion,  to  draw  no  lines,  but  to  handle  the  word  so 
as  to  gain  all,  and  give  offence  to  none;  to  this  I 
listened,  and  approved,  and  aimed  at  it,  but  whea 
I  begun  I  went  on  as  usual,  forgot  all  my  schemes^ 
and  was  carried  through  with  more  zeal,  and 
drawing  if  possible  more  strait  lines  than  ever. 

His  present  work  is  raising  up  and  sending 
out  fresh  evangelists,  and  setting  them  to  lampoon 
the  Doctor,  and  1  believe  he  has  done  better  by 
this,  than  by  all  the  others.  For  when  he  has 
sent  out  two  or  three  thousand  of  these,  and 
some  of  every  denomination,  and  all  are  unani- 
mous against  the  Antinomian,  and  cry  him  down 
with  one  voice;  no  simple  soul  unenlightened  c^n 
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doubt  the  truth  of  so  many  witnesses,  and  espe- 
cially when  all  are  evangelical  preachers ;  and  I 
am  not  much  mistaken  if  I  have  not  been  led  to 
write  this  last  book,  to  give  a  universal  challenge 
in  order  to  forestall  the  devil's  market,  in  this 
last  branch  of  business. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER   XIX. 

In  my  last  journey  into  the  north,  my  success 
was  exceeding  great.  I  still  hear  accounts  of  it, 
.and  indeed  God  has  greatly  indulged  me  in  his 
work  of  late;  but  at  some  intervals  I  have 
been  very  cold  and  lifeless,  though  even  then  I 
press  on,  fully  persuaded  there  is  no  alternative. 
The  Socinians  who  occupy  — — ,  being  few  in. 
number,  finding  the  lease  near  out,  intended  to 
engage  the  whole  for  themselves,  and  we  have 
left  it 

L  copfiplains  of  changes,  when  these  cease 
where  are  we  ?  we  must  be  all  love  and  joy,  then 
where  is  the  daily  cross,  the  furnace  of  affliction, 
the  path  pf  much  tribulation  ?  Or  else  we  must 
get  into  carnal  ease  in  Zion,  and  then  woe  to  us. 
There  is  no  appetite,  no  life,  no  feeding,  no 
activity,  no  growth,  no  grace,  where  there  is  no 
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changes.  ''They  have  no  changes,"*  saith  the 
Psalmist,  '^  therefore  they  fear  not  God."  This 
dark  foggy  winter  tries  me  not  a  little,  but  I  am 
looking,  forward  to  that  country,  where  nig^t  and 
winter  shall  be  no  more.  My  infirmities  now  are 
not  few,  and  every  week  they  must  be  worse ;  my 
eyes  fail  not  a  little,  besides  short  breath,  and 
rheumatic  pains;  but  though  the  outward  man 
thus  perish,  the  inward  man  is  most  certainly 
renewed  day  by  day. 

God  bless  you, 

W.H.  &S. 


LETTER  XX- 

« 

The  plague  is  in  your  house  as  well  as  in  mine, 
by  your  account  Subdued  sin  in*the  saints,  and 
Unsubdued  sin  in  servants,  are  both  the  plague  of 
leprosy,  and  these  will  abide  till  our  earthly 
tabernacles  are  dissolved,  and  raised  up  anew; 
find  then  there  shall  be  no  more  the  Canaanite 
in  the  land,  nor  the  uncircumcised  in  the  city* 
Until  then  tribulation  must  attend  us,  but  life  is 
but  a  moment  when  compared  with  Paul's  weight; 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  Every  thing  that 
shews  us  the  true  state  of  this  world,  and  the 
depths  of  iniquity  that  abound  in  it,  deadens  us 
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to  it,  kad  raises  in  ovtt  mind  the  glory  oi  that 
Mlvation  that  btis  saved  tis  from  it ;  for  were  It 
fiot  ^dt  Hie  elect  and  their  light  in  it,  and  for  the 
few  remiiins  of  law  and  jastice  that  are  left,  it 
wduld  %e  like  hell  itself. 

» 

'God  heLs  long  since  nmde  manifest  my  heart, 
«nd  a  most  tremendous  sight  'it  was,  bat  I 
eonld  not  believe  thttt  all  were  like  me;  but 
within  this  last  yebr  I  'have  seen  more  of  this 
world  than  ever  I  did  before,  and  of  the  depths 
of  satan  in  the  souls  of  tnen ;  at  this  sight,  only 
one  door  of  hope  appears,  and  that  is,  a  hope  of 
leaving  it  Well  may  John  say.  Truly  our  fel- 
lowship is  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  the 
whole  world  lieth  in  the  hand  of  the  wicked  one ; 
for  so  it  should  be  read.  But  what  stupendous 
grace  is  that,  that  hath  chosen  us  out  of  such 
a  state,  a  set  of  such  poor,  and  despicable 
creatures* . 

We  have  tbg*  advantage  of  IlU  in  this,  %^  kno^ 
than,  but  they  know  not  us;  we  know  their 
birth  and  pedigree,  but  they  know  n<>t  our's ;  we 
see  their  state  and  end,  'but  our's  is  bid  :  ^^  The 
spiriuial  man  judgeth  all  things,  but  he  is  judged 
df  none.''  Last  week  I  was  exercised  with 
various  disagreeables,  and  the  prince  of  this 
world  came,  and  found  rebellion  enough  in  me ; 
and  on  Sunday  forenoon  I  felt  the  effects  of  it. 
But  in  the  afternoon  at  the  table,  I  was  quite 
above  myself,  and  more  than  mortal  in  him,  and 
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in  his  work ;  the  Doctor  stayed  at  die  foet  of  the 

mount,  only  the  titw  i^an  ascetaded.     Love  to 

all  friends. 

In  the  ^tb  of  tfibidatioB, 

W.H.  S.S. 


LETTER  XXI. 


To  tfaic  Hewer  of  wood,  and  X>rii^r  qf  w^^tex,  g^eetii^, 

I  VUS7  comfesft  tbak  satan  has  put  a  most 
boqoocablie  Mule  ai>d  cajoling  upoQ  you,  siiice  it 
is  i^dd^  for  the  coQgri^gdtion,  and  for  llb^  altar 
of  the  Lord  ip  the  place  .that  be  ahali  chooae.  I 
hope  to  he  emplojired  ii»  tbia  ^ork^  so  long  as  the 
Lofd  permits  me  to  live^  'M  have  hewed  them 
by  the.prophqtSy  anid  $lam  them  with  the  words 
of  my  mouth/' Hos.  ti*  5^  To  hew  themr  is  to 
make  rooi^  forgrace^and  4rj  and  corrupt  treea 
cannot  be  made  good  threes  without  it  To  slay 
tbem  ia  doing  a9\Pet«r  did,  ^*  Arise,  kill  and  eat;" 
those  that  the  law  kills,  Chri&t  q.uickenay  \hi»  i^ 
the  food  of  the  ^r^cher. 

.B^,t  drawii^  wat^r  is  sweeter  still;  In  tho^ 
days  shall  you  .drat^  wd^ter  out  of  the-wfeUs  of 
salvation^  Isai.  xii*  3.  This  worjk,  ev^ttfortbe 
whoie  coQgiegjatictfi,  has  boen  my  employ  for 
many  yeari&;  nor  am  I  quite  weary  of  it  e»ea 
uow^  though  I  me^  with  not, a  few  discourage- 
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ments  ia  it.  I  have  no  doubt  but  satan  lays  hard 
at  you,  be. will  not.lo^e  a,  subject  easily,)  but  his 
power  is  nothing  against  the  Son  of  God;  it 
pleases  God  often  to  sujier  him  to  tempt  us,  that 
we  may  know  what  dreadful  hands  we  are  fallen 
into,  and  that  it  is  not  without  a  real  cause  that 
Christ  was  manifest  in  the  flesh,  to  destroy  the 
works  of  the  devil,  which  none  can  understand 
who  are  strangers  to  his  assaults. 

By  bearing  our  sin  and  suffering  death,  the 
Saviour  destroyed  him,  as  the  head  in  his  usurp- 
ation ;  by  redeeming  our  souls  from  the  curse  ^ 
and  wrath,  under  which  we  and  satan  both  lay, 
he  spoiled  him  of  his  prey  by  taking  us  and 
leaving  him  ;  and  by  attending  his  gospel  by  the 
power  of  his  Spirit,  he  wounds  this  head  over 
divers  countries ;  by  the  light  of  thd  gospel, 
Satan  and  his  works  are  laid  open,  and  ,by  the 
convictions  which  the  Spirit  gives,  the  peaceable 
possession  of  the  strong  man  armed  ia^  disturbed, 
and  the  power  of  God  c(Miiing  so  near,  and  re- 
straining and  limiting  his  power,  fills  him  with 
rage  and  desperation.  ' 

His  power  being  bridled  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
he  cannot  reign,  nor  rule,  nor  lead  captive  at 
his  will  as  usual,  therefore  he  tempts,  terrifies, 
and  labours  to  sink  us  in  despair,  or  to  entangle 
us  by  art  and  craft  to  sio,  bec^u$e  hccantjot 
compel  us  himself;  but  the  stronger  then,  the 
dtrong  man  armed,  restrains  him  aiid  guards  us. 
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*^  I  will  give  you  power  to  tread  on  serpents,  and 
scorpions,  and  over  all  the  power  of  the  enemy;'* 
and  the  Holy  Spirit,  working  by  the  power  of  his 
grace,  is  this  power ; .  and  stronger  is  he  that  is 
in  you,  than  hQ  that  is  in  the  world.  And  this 
is  plain  in  you,  for  notwithstanding  all  satan's 
attempts  and  attacks,  you  are  just  where  you 
was,  and  I  know  that  no  man  can  stand  one 
momejit  under  satan's.  assaults,  without  mo- 
mentary support:  ''  I  will  water  them  every 
moment,  I  will  keep  it  night. and  day."  Hence 
Cain,  Saul,  Esau,  Judas,  went  into  desperation 
at  the  first  onset,  and  who  makes  us  to  differ  ? 
The  vail  by  which  the  god  of  this  world  blinds 
the  eyes  of  men  is  gone  from  you,  prejudice  also 
is  removed  ;  nor  are  you  given  up  tp  hate  either 
God  the  Father  or  his  dear  Son,  because  you  are 
led  earnestly  to  seek  both,  and  as  the  wise  man 
says,  ^^  The  desire  of  a  man  is  his  kindness  ;** 
and  this  kindness  is  in  you,  though  the.  carnal 
mind  abstractedly  considered  is  enmity. 

How  many  things  have  we  been,  and  even 
now  are  tempted  to,  and  yet  none  of  these 
obeyed,  save  some,  such  slips  as  Paul  speaks 
of,  Ron),  vii;  SS.  Does  he  then  lead  captive  at 
his  will  ?  Does  that  strong  man*  armed  keep 
possession,  and  :lils  goods  in  peace  ?  .No,  we 
know  it  is  not  so,,  for,  when  our  feet  have  been 
alqiQst  gone,  our  steps  had  well  nigh  slipped, 
then,  even  then  the  interference  of  God  has  been 
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WBOBt  conspicuous;  \As  strength  perfectly  suffi- 
cient 9D  our  greatest  weakness,  and  this  more 
than  once ;  ascribe  i^t  to  any  tbipg  else  but  God 
if  you  can:  and  -if  satan  should  drwe  you  to 
deny  this,  you  will  nerver  be  able  to  get  the  Amen 
of  coasciencei 

The  power  of  God  is  already  in  y^ur  will,  you 
are  already  willing,  to  will  is  present  with  you; 
and  when  God  performs  the  work  of  faith  with 
power,  or  reveals  his  arm  in  leaduig  you  to  his 
dear  Son,  then  you  will  do  as  well  as  will ;  and 
remember  the  call  and  invitation  to  the  water  of 
life  ia  to  the  thirsty,  and  to  them  that  will. 
Faith  is  already  pent  up  in  thy  heart;  when  the 
Spirit  convinoes  us  of  sin,  he  works  at  the  same 
tiaoe  every  grace  in  the  heart,  though  we  know 
not  what  manner  of  Spirit  we  are  of.  Hope  and 
expectation  have  oft  appeared,  and  now  and 
then  a  momentasy  confidence,  now  and  then  a 
ray  of  joy,  and  a  sense  of  un worthiness,  surely 
he  never  can  take  notice  of  such  a  wretch  as  me. 
Love  alaot,  both  to  the  Lewd  and  the  brotherhood; 
and  sure  I  am  that  one  clear  view  of  Christ,  or 
powerful  sensation  of  his  dying  love,  will  draw 
all  these  diings  out ;  "  And  Jesus  said  unto  him, 
Thou  hast  both  seen  him,  and  it  is  he  that  talketb 
with  thee.  And  he  said,  Lord  I  "believe,  and  he 
worshipped  him,"  John  ix.  37*  3S. 

W.  H. 
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LETTER  XXII. 

Chuoch  Street,  Pad^Bgton4  .: 

I  WISH  grace/mercyy  and  peace  to  befnultU 
plied  to  you  and  to  your  spouse,  tbrongh  the 
knowledge  of  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour,  if  ho 
is  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith.  Ad  for 
fathers,  and  fathers  in  law,  they  are  all  in  the 
band  of  the  Lord;  the  heart  of  the  king  is  in  the 
hand  of  the  Lord,  and  asrivers  of  waters  he  tumeth 
them  whither  he  will.  What  men  say  stands  for 
nothing,  unless  God  put  his  Amen  to  ft.  "  Who 
is  he  that  saith,  and  it  cometh  to  pass,  when  the 
Lord  eommandeth  it  not?"  Lam.iii.  S7. 

« 

A  young  man  that  belongs  to  us,  whom  the 
Lord  was  pleased  to  work  upon,  who  lired  with 
an  unele  in  town,  had  so  exasperated  his  father^' 
that  he  drove  him  'from  his  presence,  and  a  fbw 
days  after  offered  him  a  thousand  guineas  to 
recant  bis  religion ;  but  upon  being  informed 
by  the  son,  that  it  was  a  poor  religion  that  was 
bought  and  sold,  he  went  home,  and  that  night 
intended  to  alter  his  will,  and  leave  him  tt  shilling.' 
But  that  night  he  dropped  dowii  dead  ia  the  idtable, 
and  the  son  came  in  for  All  that  God  had  ap- 
pointed for  bim.  God  staysback  the  hand  of  the 
sinner,  so  that  he  tannot  perform  his  enterprize^ 
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and  be  is  sure  to  find  it  hard  work  to  kick  againdt 

God. 

The  great  shepherd  has  got  a  few  chosen  sheep 
in  the  world,  and  he  will  have  them  in  spite  of 
fathers  and  mothers;  they  have  only  bred  them  and 
nursed  tbem  for  him^  and  be  has  given  them  thei 
hire;  these  sheep  the  Saviour  knows,  and  sooner  or 
later  they  shall  all  know  him.  If  you  and  your 
dame  .both  unite,  and  wrestle  hard  with  the  angel, 
you  may  depend  upon  it  that  Esau^and  his  men 
must  offer  to  drive  the  sheep;  it  is  only  to  let  your 
request  be  made  known  unto  God,  and  all  things 
are  possible  to  be  done  for  them  that  believe.  The 
Almighty  will  shew  you  many  tokens  for  good, 
many  signs  of  his  benign  favour,  and  compass  you 
about  with  many  blessings,  that  none  will  know 
but  God  and  yourselves.  He  has  promised  to 
make  all  his  goodness  pass  before  us,  and  mercy 
and  truth  shall  follow  us  all  our  days;*  he  is  near 
to  them  that  call  upon  him,  and  be  found  of  them 
that  seek  him. 

Fear  no  man,  but  God  only,  and  when  thy 
ways  please  the  Lord,  he  will  make  thine  enemies 
to  be  at  peace  with  thee.  A  sparrow  shall  not  fall 
to  the  ground  without  a  grant  from  God,  nor  onf» 
hair  of  thy  head  perish,  much  less  to  be  turned 
out  of  house  and.  home  because  we  follow  the  thing 
that  good  is.  God  compasses  them  that  fear  him 
as  with  a  shield,  while  destruction  and  misery  is  in 
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all  .the  sinner's  ways ;  and  if  destruction  is  in  all 
his  ways,  he  is  never  one  minute  sure  of  his  life. 

With  respect  to  the  inward  state  of  mind, 
patiently  wait  and  quietly  hope  for  the  salvation  of 
the  Lord ;  it  is  good  to  be  exercised  and  disci- 
plined, God  opens  our  ears  to  discipline^  and 
visits  our  sins  with  a  rod ;  but  it  is  in  very  faith- 
fulness that  he  afflicteth  us.  We  must  not  despise 
the  day  of  small  things;  they  that  sow  in  tears 
shall  reap  in  joy,  and  they  that  seek  long,  feel  the 
pearl  of  greater  price  when  they  find  it.  None 
but  God  and  his  elect  know,  the  happiness  that  is 
to  be  felt  and  enjoyed  in  religion.  When  you 
have  waded  through  a  few  more  difficulties,  you 
will  understand  my  meaning.  I  have  been 
writing  a  book,  which  is  almost  done,  or  I  would 
have  answered  your  letter  before.  Tender  my 
kind  respects  to  your  spouse,  and  I  hope  she  will 
choose  the  good  part  that  shall  not  be  taken  away 
from  her.  Search  the  scriptures,  be  stedfast  and 
constant  at  private  prayer.  Stick  to  one  another^ 
bear  each  other's  burdens,  and  so  fulfil  the  law  of 

Christ,  who  bore  the  burden  of  us  all. 

•  ■  t 

ft 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER  XXIII. 

Your  letter  came  to  hand,  and  it  appears 
that   !■■    i  lease  of  his  long  life  is  not  the 

grant  of  God,  for  sickness  is  no  proof  of  it ;  and 
looking  like  Ahaz,  not  to  God  but  to  the  phy- 
sicians, is  quite  a  wrong  step  to  procure  long 
life.  God  the  Saviour  is  our  life,  and  the  length 
of  our  days^  and  because  he  lives  we  shall  live 
also^  and  this  we  know  by  the  principle  he  has 
infused  into  us,  by  the  appetite  he  has  given  us^ 
and  by  the  niouth  of  faith  which  can  taste,  savour, 
relish,  feed,  and  feast  upon  his  soul-reviving 
presence. 

The  bride- children  cannot  fast  while  the  bride- 
groom is  wit^  them,  only  when  he  is  taken  away 
from  theo^  then  they  shall  fast  in  those  days,  and 
I  would  to  God  that  those  days  did  never  come  at 
all;  for  then  the  devil  is  sure  to  bring  all  bis 
choice  morsels,  and  if  he  cannot  vend  these  goods, 
then  he  will  fill  us  with  hard  thoughts  and  hear4- 
risings  against  the  good  man  of  the  house,  because 
he  has' left  as  in  a  state  of  widowhood,  and 
suggests  that  the  Lord  hath  wooed  us  to  gain  our 
heart,  and  now  he  is  slighting  our  affections.  But 
if  he  speaks  fair,  believe  him  not,  for  there  are 
seven  abominations  in  his  heart;  besides,  he  has 
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00  part  nor  lot  ia  our  matters,  his  name  ig  not  ia 
our  book,  nor  is  be  in  our  covenant;  he  is  not 
included  in  our  prooiises,  nor  ia  be  a  friend  either 
to  the  bride  or  the  bridogroom. 

All  bis  work  is  forbidding  the  banns^  potting 
away,  and  preaching  up  divorces;  and  these  are 
the  things  which  the  Lord  bates.  But  Ood  will 
circumcise  the  hearts  of  his  chosen  to  lore  faim^ 
and  where  this  is  done  no  rival  can  ever  ravish  or 
charm  the  soul  as  he  does,  and  therefore  the  heart 
is  barred  against  all  pretenders;  for  light  and  life^ 
peace  and  joy,  comfort  and  quietude,  the  good 
wine  and  the  anointing  oil,  do  not  attend  tbeif 
visits;  and  we  know  that  be  is  loved,  '^Because 
of  the  savour  of  bis  good  ointments,  tby  name  is 
as  ointment  poured  forth,  therefore  do  the  virgins 
love  thee,"  Song  i.  3.  Tender  my  duty  to  Mr.  B. 
and  to  all  the  blood-royal. 

THE  COALHEAVER. 


LETTER  XXIV. 

I  AM  e;ng,aged  at  present  in  a  cpld,  lifeless, 
disagreeabple.  business,  which  is  a  cpld  chill  run* 
ning  continually  over  the  oqtward  man,  and 
keeps  me  low,  lifeless,  and  inactive.  But  we 
are  tenants  at  will,  and  every  apparent  decay 
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keeps  us  looking  at  the  end :  "  We  have  a  build- 
ing of  God,  a  house  not  made  with  hands.** 

This  wisdom  I  have  long  observed,  and  it 
appears  great  unto  me,  God  loves  the  work  of  his 
own  hands,  but  his  soul  abhors  all  the  additions 
which  men  or  devils  have  put  to  it.  The  whole 
of  God's  work  respecting  the  elect  is  now  made 
Chriat's  charge,  and  his  will  is,  that  all  the 
Father  has  given  him  he  raised  up  the  last  day, 
that  QOthing  be  lost,  no,  not  one  hair  of  our 
head ;  these  are  all  numbered,  and  not  one  shall 
perish.  But  the  whole  work  of  the  devil  in  us, 
must  all  be  destroyed,  and  not  one  spot  of  sin, 
nor  a  wrinkle  of  old  age  must  remain.  This  is 
the  good  work  begun,  founded  in  fear,  and  it  will 
be  perfected  in  love.  Quickening  the  soul  by  the 
Spirit  is  the  first  dominion,  and  quickening  the 
body  will  be  making  it  a  subject  of  ultimate 
glory;  '^Then  shall  the  righteous  shine  forth  as 
the  sun,  in  the  glory  of  their  father's  kingdom, 
for  ever  and  ever."  The  first  fruit  of  the  Spirit^ 
is  incorruptible  seed,  and  putting  on  immortality, 
is  swallowing  all  mortality  up  of  life. 

My  mind  and  tlioughts  often  plow,  ponder,  and 
pore  over  these  profound  depths,  but  the  old  vail 
hangs  heavy,  and  makes  chequer- work  of  the 
brightest  and  best  views.  But  this  is  our  comfort, 
the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  hid  from  our  eyes,  for 
if  we  were  not  born  again  we  could  not  see  the 
kingdom  of  God;  but  blessed  be  God  we  do  see 
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It,  feel  it,  anc|  know  the  invaluable  power  of  it: 
and  blessed  be  God  we  understand  the  mature  of 
it,  for  it  comes  at  the  reception  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  .  It  stands  in  his  poii^r,  and  consists  of 
his  gface,  and  in,  this  grace  the  Saviour  reigns, 
for  even  die  Holy  Spirit  comes  from  bis  infinite 
fulness;  he  sends  his  ^pi^t  upon  us,  this  is  the 
kingdom  of,  God  comipg  with  power  ;  and  when 
he  influences  the  soul  with. this  grace,  then  is  the 
kingdom  of  God  set  up  within.  ,. 
.  I  know  well  the Jbeginning  of  ^t^  and  have  long 
watched  the  pr ogress. of )it^  and  am  in  some  mpa^ 
sure  acquainted  with  the  glory  of  it,  by  its  mar- 
vellous light,  and  with  the  majesty  of  it  which 
appears  in  the  divine  grandeur,  with  which  it  en- 
riches, ennobles,  and  exalts  the  mind;  and  its 
power  appears  in  crushing  the  reign  of  satan, 
sin,  and  death/  All  beneath  the  sun  appears 
a  bauble,  and  as  the  dust  of  a  balance,  when  com- 
pared with  the  glorious  majesty  of  the  kingdom  of 
God;  and  sure,  they  are  the  best  messengers  of 
the  nations,  best  ambassadors,  and  the  bearers 
of  the  best  tidings,  that  say  unto  Zion,  "  Thy 
God  reign^th:'*  sweet  tidings  to  them  that  are  in 
the  chains  of  sin,  and  galled  with  ^(an's  yoke. 
.1  went  forth  at  first  with  these  tidiiigs,  I.  knew 
the  sweet  power,  but  my  head  was  in  a  fog,  atid 
upon  proper  reflection  I  have  no,  checks,  no  re- 
morse ;  all  my  present  new  things,  serve  only  to 
CQniirm  the  old..     Nor  has  one  dying  raa,n  or 
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woman  ever,  said,  that  I  had  di^ceived  them,  and 
this  has  been  a  cordial  to  me.  Tht^usands  hop^ 
in  profession,  others  hope  in  the  letter,  legions 
hope  in  their  khowli^dge  and  judgment,  and  more 
hope  in  the  water,  ^and  not  a  few  in  the  Lord's 
supper ;  but  these  are  no  branches  of  that  power, 
in  which  the  kingddm  of  God  staodd.  Several  of 
late,  and  even  deacons  too,  havie  owtiied  on  a 
death  bed,  they  had  been  deceived,  dnd  would 
not  suffer  their  own  pastors  to  come  near  them. 
These  tidings  set  me  to  examine,  biit  the  Antino* 
mian  stands  acquitted*     God  bless  you. 

W.H.  S.S. 


LE'rTER  XXV. 

« 

\  '  "  • 

To  Miss  E.  B. 

Cabin* 

I  THANK  thee  my  dear  friend  for  thine  epistle^ 
and  bless  my  God  for  his  goodness  t6  thee,  and 
for  all  the  visits  atld  indulgences  which  bis  unde- 
served merty  grants  to  such  |Joor  creatures,  who 
are  unworthy  of  every  mercy.  But  you  compkin 
that  these  joys  ai'e  short;  I  thJhk  my  poor  little 
one  does  not  ^e^m  to  ilndersiatld^  the  mitid  <tf 
God  ih  these  his  coipmunic«ti6%fcs,:  tior  consider 
rightly  the  end  for  which  these 'itifliiencesf  and 
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Holy  Spirit  and  bis  grace  is  oot  called  a  pondi 
pool,  or  staodiog  water,  but  quite  tbe  reverse ; 
being  waters,  or  water 'of  life|  a  flowiog  brooki 
and  a  springing  well,  all  which  is  expressive  of  a 
coDtinual  emanation,  or  perpetual  flowing;  mad 
tbe  great  end  God  aims  at  in  this  is,  that  be  may 
be  glorified,  "  Herein  is  my  Father  glorified,  thai 
ye  bring  forth  much  fruit:.''  All  acceptalife  fruit  is 
produced  by  tbe  Holy  Spirit,  and  therefore  called 
the 'fruits  of  the  Spirit^  as  our  sacrifices  are  called 
spiritual  sacrifices,  our  worship,  worshipping  in 
the  Spirit,  and  our  service  is  eaUed  serving  in  the 
newness  of  the  Spirit. 

Hence  let  my  .dear  friend  observe,  that  all 
purging  and  purifying  is  to  promc^e  iOruitfulness ; 
My  Father,  says. Christ,  purges  the  branch  to 
make  it  more  fruitful,  or  that  it  mfiy  bring  forth 
Inore  fruit  The  next  thing  intended  by  it  is  to 
refresh,  animate,  ^juieken,  and  stir  us  up  to  fruit- 
bearing  ;  *^  Their  leaf  shall  be  green,  neither  shall 
they  cease  from  yielding  fruit."  Henci  every 
divine  influence  from  God,  is  to  go  faac^k  again  to 
God,  and  it  ail  comes  and  goes  through  tdae 
mediator;  bence  it  is  eaUed  wattoiag  every  itio- 
ment,  and  keeping  the  vineyard  night  and  day. 
Mark  now  what  t  say ;  we  are  somedines  in 
trouble,  under  the  stirrings  of  corruption,  or 
guilt)  fear,  shame,  bondage,  or  unbelief,  and 
altogether  barren ;  presently  ^odly  sorrow,  pious 

£  2 


68 

grief,  self-loathing  operates ;  ^^  Is  any  afflicted  ? 
let  him  pray."  "  Call  upon  me  in  trouble,  I  will 
deliver,"  &c. ;  we  give  ourselves  unto  prayer,  and 
soon  this  sorrowful  frame  is  gone.  Soon  after 
thankfulness  springs  up,  we  bless  him,  praise  him, 
and  adore  him ;  and  by  speaking  to  him,  :we  spend 
that  holy  frame  in  the  praises  of  him  that  sent 
it. 

This  stirring  us  up  to  fruit-bearing,  is  done  in 
innumerable  ways,  sometimes  under  the  word^ 
and  how  does  the  soul  long  to  get  alone  to  pour 
it  out;  sometimes  hi  reading  or  meditation, 
reflecting  or  looking  back  to  past  mercies.  S6me* 
times  by  a  word  occurring,  a  favourable  providence 
turning  up,  some  deliverance  wrought,  or  desirable 
way  opened ;  a  ray  shines,  the  bowels  are  ihoved 
by  love,  or  a  humbling,  softening,  pleasing  sensa- 
tion flows  through  the  mind,  and  dissolves  the 
whole  soul,  and  ofl*  we  go  to  discharge  the  rich 
contents  into  the  fountain  of  life  from  whence  all 
flows :  either  by  thanks,  '^Sacrifice  thanksgiving;" 
or  in  blessings,  **Thy  saints  bless  thee;'*  or  in 
praises,  "  He  that  offereth  praise,  glorifieth  me ;" 
or  in  adoration,  "  I  adore  thee,  O  God  of  my 
fathers."  And  according  to  the  different  attri- 
butes of  God  which  appear,  so  is  ojur  praise, 
which  is  celebrating,  or  speaking  good  of  the  holy 
properties  of  God;  "God  bas'dpoken  i»  his 
holiness,  I  will  rejoice;"  good  and  upright  is  the 
Xord.     '*  His  mercy  enduireth  for  ever."    "  Great 


69 

13  the  Lord^  and  greatly  to  be  praised.**  ^*  The 
Lord  hath  sworn  in  truth  vnto  David;  thy 
faithfulness  shalt  thou  establish  in  the  very 
heavens." 

*  Thus,  says  Christ,  ''I  have  eaten  my  honey* 
comb  with  my  honey,  I  have  drunk  my  wine,  with 
my  milk;  eat,  O  friends,*'  Song  v.  1.  These  are 
the  uses  of  our  holy  frames,  not  kept  fqr  us  to  bathe 
in ;  Christ  receives  his  own  with  usury.  I  intend 
soo^  to  visit  6.  and  hope  to  preach  two  Sundays 
in  the  orchard,  at  which  time  you  would  like 
perhaps  to  be  there.  Let  me  hear  from  you,  if  it 
is  but  two  lines,  as  I  long  for  your  souFs  welfare. 
I  have  had  a  line  from  your  father ;  I  am  sorry 
poor  Mary  is  low,  hope  to  send  her  a  scrap  this 
week,     pod  bless  thee. 

Ever  your's  in  Christ, 

W.H.  S.S. 


LETTER  XXVI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


I  RECEIVED  my  friend's  kind  epistle,  and  in 
every  thing  executed,  her .  orders.  It  most 
certainly  is  the  unalterable  purpose,  and  revealed 
will  of  God,  that  the  just  shall  live  by  faith ;  and 
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every  one  thing  that  has  a  tendency  to  draw  my 
mind,  or  my  dependence  from  God,  u  a  let  and 
stagnatiort  to  faith.  The  grace  of  faith  is  like  a 
ministerial  gift,  it  wants^  stirring  up;  it  is  the 
better,  the  brighter,  the  stronger  lor  using.  If 
it  h^tb  no  difficulties  to  cope  with  and  surmount; 
no  errands  to  fetch  in,  no  messages  and  petitions 
to  carry,  it  lingers,  sinks,  gets  inactive,  weak,  and 
almost  deady  until  the  Spirit  which  is  the  life  of 
dll  grace,  quickens  it  afresh,  and  sets  it  to  work ; 
Rtad  R^v.  iii.  jSl.  Without  exercise,  faith  dwin- 
dled into  a  mere  habit ;  the  principle  remains,  but 
the  actings  arid  exercises  are  not  felt  and  enjoyed. 
The  contents  of  your's  grefetly  surprised  me, 
but  God  is  the  first  cause,  and  one  under  your 
roof  the  second  cause.  Every  divine  lesilon  must 
be  learned  experimentally,  and  then  the  impres- 
sion will  sirik  both  into  the  ears  and  into  the 
heart.  When  God  has  implanted  his  grace  in 
our  hearts,  witicfa  is  secretly  and  often  impercep- 
tibly done  with  respect  to  us,  he  intends  to 
discover  his  gpodness  and  his  relationship,  as  a 
covenant  God,  to  us ;  and  whatever  discoveries 
he  intends  to  make  of  himself,  or  of  his  goodness 
to  us,  he  will  bring  us  into  such  straits,*  as  shall 
compeT  us  to  use  our  interest  with  him,  or  sink 
for  the  want  of  his  aid.  When  he  intended 
that  I  should  be  brought  to  observe,  and  depetid 
upon  his  providencte,  he  often  took  away,  to  my 
viewof  things,  every  mfeans  of  sustenance,  and 
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let  me  aee  his  promises  of  daily  ipod  ;  and  bis 
withdrawtsg  all  appfirent  meaqa^  und  closing  all 
doors,  was  in  effect  telling  me  to  call  ou  bim, 
or  trust  in  him  or  starve. 

So  when  he  has  implanted  the  grace  of  hope, 
we  know  not  what  we  are  in  possession  of,  but  he 
brings  us  either  into  the  furnace,  or  horrible  pit, 
and  then  says,  Hope  and  despair,  swim  or  go  to 
the  oottoni ;  and  at  such  times  many  evidences, 
tokens,  former  favours  slighted  before  are  now 
courted,  called  in,  hugged,  and  embraced,  as 
friends  in  tim«  of  need.  In  this  way  have  I  been 
taught,  beUeve  or  die,  hope  <^r  despair,  trust  in 
my  providence,  or  more  plainly,  trust  in  God 
who  provides  for  9II,  or  starve.  Apd  when  I 
come  tp,  use.  the  implanted  stock  of  grace  within^ 
and  to  try  the  faithfulness  pf  Gpd  to  bis  word,  I 
sooQ  found  what  I  could  do.  A^d  still  lookp 
wonder,  and  admire,  what  he  cbuld  do,  would  do^ 
and  did  for  poor  me. 

In  this  we  see  the  weakness  of  the  best  pf  men, 
the  malice  of  the  best  of  friends  if  carnal,  and 
the  determii;jati<)n  of  God  to  keep  the  objects  of 
hi^  choice,  the  darlings  of  his  soul,  and  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  his  household,  dependent  upon 
him.  I  like  it  best  as  it  is,  the  old  man  loves 
food, .  but  no  physic,  a  stock  in  hand,  but  no 
dependence;. ease,  but  no  emptying  from  vessel  to 
vessel,  all  at  bpme^  but  no  actings  or  goings  out  in 
faith,  to  fetch  matters  in.      Satan  frets  and  feels 
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hiore  under  our  exercising  of  faith,  and  accesses 

to  God,   than  ever   we  do   under  all  his  foul, 

furious,  and  fiery  assaults,  and  darts/    My  love 

to  poor  Mary. 

Ever  your's, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XXVII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


The  Cabin  on  board  the  Providence. 

The  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with 
thee,  and  with  all  them  who  know  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  those  that  feel  their  need  of 
him,  and  favour  his  righteous  cause.  Beloved  of 
the  Lord,  I  have  been  of  late  not  a  little 
indulged  with  access  to  God  through  Christ,  have 
had  much  freedom  in  private  prayer,  and  have 
given  myself  much  to  it ;  have  been  kept  very 
meek,  submissive,  and  heavenly-minded;  and 
have  given  myself  much  up  to  retirement,  and  to 
a  close  walk  with  my  God.  In  all  my  secret 
engagements  I  have  remembrance  of  thee  in  my 
prayers,  that  the  throne  of  grace  may  be  acces- 
sible to  thee,  and  the  door  of  hope  displayed ; 
that  thou  mayest,  agreeable  to  our  Lord's  most 
gracious  promise.  Go  in  and  out,  and  find  pas- 
ture.    When  this  is  denied,  like  Israel  of  old,  we 
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wander  from  mountain  to  mountain,  and  flrodi  hill 
to  hill ;  they  have,  says  God,  forgotteb  their 
resting  place.  Christ,^  says  the  prophet,  is  our 
rest,  where  the  weary  are  to  rest,  and  he  is  our 
refreshing.  And  how  sweet  does  the  soul  sink 
down  composed  and  becalmed  in  the  dying  love, 
and  finished  work  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  the  con- 
science purged  by  his  precious  blood,  rests  in 
peace ;  the  heart  is  settled,  in  confidence ;  the 
mind,  in  hope  ;  and  the  heart  fixed  in  th6  immu- 
table love  of  God. 

By  the  application  of  the  atonement,  God 
takes  away  the  guilt  of  sin,  that  it  should  not 
sting;  the  sting  of  death  is  sin.  By  justification, 
or  by  the  imputation  of  Christ's  righteousness,  he 
takes  away  the  destructive  power  of  sin,  that  it 
should  not  condemn ;  there  is  no  condemnation 
to  them  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  it  is  God  that 
justifies ;  and  he  that  believes  is  justified  freely 
from  all  things,  from  which  he  could  not  be 
justified  by  the  law  of  Moses.  By  the  most  holy 
Spirit  of  all  grace,  God  takes  away  the  dominion 
of  sin,  that  it  shall  not  reign ;  ''  Sin  shall  not 
have  dominion  over  you,  for  you  are  not  under 
the  law  but  under  grace,"  Rom.  vi.  14.  And  by 
glorification  in  the  great  day  he  yi\\\  take  away 
the  very  being  of  it,  that  it  never  more  may  be 
found  among  the  saints ;  "  At  that  time  the 
iniquity  of  Israel  shall  be  sought  for,  and  there 
shall  be  none ;   and  the  sins  of  Judah,  and  they 
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shall  bpf  be  found;    for  I  \iUl  pardoa  them 
whom  I  reserve,"  Jcrem.  1.  20. 

This,^  oiy  dear  friend,  is  the  good  work  that 
Pa^l  speaks  of^  ^*  He  that  bath  begun  a  good 
work  in  you,  will  perform  it  until  the  day  of 
Jesus  Christ,"  Phill  i.  6,  This  work  shall  be 
parried  on  until  the  day  of  Christ's  appearing, 
and  then  it  will  be  finished ;  this  is  what  David 
alludes  to,  when  he  says,  "  The  Lord  will  perfect 
that  which  concerneth  tne.  Thy  mercy,  O  Lord, 
endureth  for  ever;  forsake  not  the  works  of  thine 
own  ha^nds,"  Psal.  cxxxyiii.  8.  Thine  awn  hands 
have  begun,  .and  in  much,  mercy  didst  thou  begin 
il^  au4  this  work  is  my  concern,  or  it  is. that 
which  qoncerneth  me ;  and  surely  thou  wilt  not 
forsake  it,  but  perfect  it,  and  this  I  gather  from 
tbe^eternity  of  thy  mercy,  thy  mercy  endureth  for 
ever,:  forsake  not  the  work  q{  thine  own  hands: 
thou  bast  already  made  me  a  vessel  of  mercy, 
prepare  that  vessel  for  glory. 

This  is  the  work,  Betty,  that  is  going  an,  and 
bow  restless,  uneasy,  and  disquieted  are  we,  if 
lie  seems  to  n^lectit,  or  we  to  perceive  it  falling 
to  decay.  If  it  is  not  revived  every  few  days,  we 
begin  to  sink ;  a  visit,  a  promise,  an  enlargement 
in  prayer,  a  propitious  look,  a  tratisient  ray  will 
do,  but  some  morsel  for  this  new  man  must  be 
had,  or  we  complain.  Let  me  know  how  you 
all  do,  and  when  you  heard  from  B. 

Ever  your's  to  serve  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

W.H.  S.S. 
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LETTER  XXVIII. 

*rO  THE  SAME. 

Cabin,  Mon4ay  Mornuig. 
JVIy  dear  Friend, 

It  is  winter,  it  is  cold^  and  I  am  and  have 
been  for  some  time  in  tbe  possession  of  one  of 
the  worst  coughs  that  ever:  fell  to  my  share.  I 
have  got  I  firiply  believe  a  confirmed  asthma^ 
and  no  wonder  if  the  bellows  decay,  when  the 
pipes  have  been  liard  worked  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years.  This  cold  has  been  long  on  me^ 
and  is  continually  renewing,  so  that  I  am  almosf; 
a  stranger  to  beloved  sleep. 

When  this  came  first  oi^  I  felt  the  iron  sinew 
io  my  neckp  a  brazen  brow,  a  stubborn  will,  a 
hard  unrelenting  heart,  and  an  obstinate  mind* 
I  fretted^  I  cavilled,  I  contended,  I  disputed,  I 
murmured,  I  nebelled ;  I  kicked  up^  I  hung 
back,  I  started  aside,  I  fell  down  in  the  furrow^ 
but  could  not,  would  not  yield.  So  the  devil 
and  the  Doctor  went  on,  and  carnal  reason  and 
unbelief  they  helped  forward  the  calamity. 
Sunday  came  on,  still  the  war  lasted  ;  when  in 
the  pulpit  all  bio  wed  over,  and  all  was  well,  and 
I  was  carried  through  with  a  high  hand..  But 
when  the  work  was  done^  and  I  again  i^lone,  I 


7S 

renewed  the  attack,  and  reassumed  the  dispute. 
Sometimes  I  was  a  pbarisee,  and  ready  to  plead 
luy  integrity,.  usefulnesSi  and  the  sincerity  of  my 
love;  then  I  hardened  my  mind  in  desperate 
sorrow,  saying,  Let  me  alone;  then  Gallio-likey 
kill  or  save,  and  let  me  sink  or  swim  I  care  not. 
Now  and  then  a  reflection  upon  many  past 
favours,  kind  tokens,  and  tender  dealings  can>e  to 
my  mind;  I  relented  and  bowed  my  knees,  and 
asked  submission.  A  few  soft  tears  rolled  down, 
and  the  heavenly  dove  whispered  within,  this  will 
terminate  in  a  renewal  of  the  work,  and  so  I 
believed  for  awhile. 

'  After  this  I  rose  up,  and  summoned  all  the 
black  band  again,  and  revived  the  old  arguments. 
Could  any  soul  think  that  the  Coal-heaver  should 
have  so  many  coals  of  juniper  in  his  sack  ?  But 
previous  to  this,  I  had  in  my  cabin  one  afternoon, 
such  a  frame  of  energy  with  God  io  prayer,  as 
was  wonderful  to  me ;  and  finding  the  door  open, 
and  the  sceptre  held  out,  and  his  ear  attentive,  the 
king  was  held  in  the  galleries.  I  went  again  and 
again,  for  all  that  I  could  think  of,  and  among  the 
rest  that  he  would  cure  my  asthma,  and  I  be« 
lieved  he  would ;  and  by  terrible  things  in  righ- 
teousness has  he  answered  me. 

But  there  are  other  answers  besides  these,  these 
are  preparatory,  or  to  empty  me  of  self,  that  the 
new  wine  may  come  into  the  new  bottle.  Not 
long  since  I  was  thinking,  we  have  but  little 
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converting  work  going  on,  and  a  thOu^^t  sprung 
up,  I  have  bad  but  little  soul- travail  of  late,  and 
soon  after  tbis  labour  came  on*  And  now  twice 
hava^I  had  tidings  of  one  long  in  the  deep,  coming 
to  au;  anchor,  and  another  coming  fairly  out»  aflei^ 
a  long. labour,  a  reconversion, . and  after  going 
into  the  water^  &c.  and  many  jnore  are  in^travail 
among  us,  so  that  I  ekpecti  the  lying-in  hospital  to 
beat  work,  And,nOw  my  dear  companion  in, the 
Lord  Jesus,  let  me>  exhort  thee  to  cleave  dose  to 
Christ,  with  full  purpose  of  heart,  for  all  but 
Christ,  and  those  in. whom  he  dwells,  is  death. 
I  remember  you  all .  iii  every  prayer  of  mine. 
I  should  be  glad  to*  s^  you,  and  Mary,  if  conve- 
nient. .     .  ;  . 

Ever  your's, 

W.H.  S.  S. 


LErrER  XXiX. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


:     .      I 

'« • .     •    i  /)     I 


•  •      <      • 


Dea^  Friend. 

.  •••    •  ■  '> 

YouE^ftcajdQe;  t0;hatid  juptns  I  was  deeply 
engagedjupsdCkingupfpratour  to.C.  in  orde?  to 
take  fresh  ^ir,  as  li^y  appetite  seemed  nearly  gone. 
I  went  ajong  rounds  >  and  prje^ched  four  times  at 
C.  and  I  believe  I  was  a  more  welcomci  gue$t 
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^re  than  I  had  ever  been  befoi>6;  arid  to  my 
tiew  of  things,  there  seems  to  be  a  good  work 
going  on  there.  Poor  L.  seems  upon  hoping 
ground,  nay,  further,  he  told  me*  in  his  last  l^ter^ 
that  he  was  more  eomfortable  in  the  hope  of 
salvation  than  formerly;  and  his  coimtenatice 
expresses  much  more  than  his  pen  or  tongue« 

Yesterday  I  seemed  to  have  got  a  fresh  cold^ 
and  have  been  poorly  all  night,  and  therbeuma*- 
tism  in  my  shoulders  pinches  me  not  a  little;  biit 
this  is  not  our  rest,  it  is  polluted,  and  therefore 
we  must  look  forward,  and  press  after  another, 
for  "There  remaineth  a  rest  to  the  people  of 
God.**  When  God  finished  the  works  of  crea- 
tion, he  rested  on  the  seventh  day,  and  when 
Christ  had  finished  the  work  of  redemption^  his 
flesh  rested  in  hope.  So  the  soul  that  works  out 
his  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  finds  rest  for 
his  weary  soul  in  the  dying"  love,  and  finished 
work  of  Christ,  and  rests  from  his  works  as  God 
did  from  his:  "  For  we  that  believe,  do  enter  into 
rest."  And  although  this  our  rest  is  often  dis- 
turbed, yet  we  rest  fully: persuaded  that  Christ 
has  finished  the  wprk,  and  at  times  fully  satisfied 
that  we  have  our  part  in  it;  and  when  the  light 
shines  we  rest  contented :  and  the  fiill  afssurance 
of  faith,  is  netiiingelse  but  the  fuH  asisuranoe  of 
satisfaction,  and  hence  the  promise;  they  shall 
lest  satisfied ;  and  again,  tbey  shall  be  satisfied 
with  my  goodness,  saith  the  Lord. 
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In  my  first  illness,  I  was  very  loW|  dry,  and 
barren,  l^ut  through  the  tender  mercy  of  my  6od| 
I  am  not  so  now ;  though  I  feel  myself  in  body 
very  feeble*  Yon  look  too  much  to  yourself^  it  is 
looking  to  Jesiis  that  does  the  work ;  ''  Look  unto 
me  and  be  ye  saved.  ^  It  is  being  strong  in  the 
fulness  of  grace  that  is  in  him,  and  looking,  to  the 
promise ;  "  I  will  water  them  every  moment,  I 
will  keep  them  night  and  day."  Looking  ont 
brings  the  comfort  in,  and  then  we  look  within  till 
it  is  lost,  this  is  our  folly.     Adieu.    •». 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


■ »'  i* ' 


LETTER  XXX. 

TO  MR.  B. 


My  dear  Friend, 

How  disapp<Mnted  are  those,  bow  crossed, 
how  entangled,  ensnared,  and  ruined  are  those 
who  make  gold  their  hope^  and  this  world  their 
home;  but  what  are  we?  and  what  coyld  God  see 
in  us?  But  he  will  be  merciful  to  whom  he  will 
shew  mercy,  and  he  will  be  gracious  to  whom  he 
will  be  gracious;  his  gifts  and  calls  are  without 
repentance.  He  has  repented ,  that  he  ma^e  man, 
pd  he  has  often  repented  of  tlie.evil^brou^k  on 
Stan,  aod  he  h^s  often  repeated ,  pf  the  ~"^^ 
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Whereby  he  Has  benefited  a  nation,  nben  they 
have  ungratefully  einned  against  him. 

But  of  the  gift  of  his-dear  Son  to  men,  the  gift  of 
his  Spirit  to  them,  the  gift  of  grace,  the  gift  of 
eternal  life,  and  the  gift  of  glory,  of  these  his  gifts 
to  his  own  elect  he  devir  repented ;  ''Fear  not^ 
little  flock,  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to 
give  you  the  kii^dom'  f  and  what  is  his  good 
pleasurie'  to  give,  he  never  twill  repent  of.  Nor 
does  he  repent  of  his  calls;  he  calls  some  to  labour 
in  the  vineyard,  and  some  he  calls  by  their  labour 
to  repentance;  and  he  calls  all  his  elect,  to  union, 
communion,  and  fellowship  with  the  living  vine, 
but  he  never  repents  of  these  calls,  neither  do  we 
repent  that  he  has  called  us.  My  love  to  all 
friends*    Be  sure  to  write  soon* 

* 

Ever  your's, 
W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XXXI. 


TO  THE  same: 


Beloved, 

O^r  Saturday  I  received  Betsy*s  letter,  inform- 
ing  me  of  my  pooir  friend's  illness,  which  I  wa^ 
much  grieved  to  hear.     I  have  spread  it  before 
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the  Lord,  and  am  waitii^  the  «vent ;  however,  of 
this  I  am.  well  assured,  that  this  sickness  is  not 
unto  death,  for  they  that  believe  shall  never  die^ 
but  sleep.  Jesus  tasted  death  for  every  man  of 
bis  family  upon  the  cross,  at  his.  resurrection  he 
conquered  death,  and  at  thcigeneral  resurrection 
of. the  just,  he  will  swallow. up  death  in  victory; 
this  is  the.  last  king  that  shall  be  dethroned,  and 
the  last  enemy  that  shall  be  destroyed.  This 
ghastly  monarch  reigned,  from  Adam  to  Moses, 
and  we.  have  no  power  in  the  day  of  death,  and 
there  is  no  discharge  in  that  .wan  It  is  appointed 
unto  all  men  to  tread  this  dark  valley,  which 
leads. to  the  house  appointed  for ^ all  living:  *'  As 
the  waters  fail  from  the  sea,  and  the  flood  decayeth 
and  drieth  up;,  soman  lieth  down,  and  riseth  not 
till  the  heavens  be  no  more/'    Job  xiv.  ]  1,  Id. 

On  the  day  that  the  just  shall  awake,  shall  the 
present  heavens  and  earth  pass  away,  the  ehrih 
shall  be  burnt  up,  the  elements  shall  melt,  and  tlie 
heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise,  as 
soon  as  the  archangel  descends,  and  the  trumpet 
of  God  is  sounded.  .  On  the  day  the  saints  rise 
shall  these  heavens  be  rolled  together,  and  as  a 
vesture  shall  they  be  folded  up,  and  they  shall  be 
changed:  then  shall  the  new  heavens  and  new 
^arth  appear,  and  the  righteous  shall  possess  it, 
and  inimbit  it,  and  none  but  they,  and  that  for  a 
thousand  years.  This  is  the  rest  that  remains  for 
the  > people  of  God;  and  our  present  rest  by 
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faith)  m/ the  dying  lovi^ :  iuid  finiifaed  work  of 
Cbrist,  which  is  resting  asj&urBd,  resting?  ;sat&fied^ 
realiog  contented,  and  resting  id  hope  and  expec^ 
tation^  18  a  pledge^  an  earnest^  and  (he  iirst  fruits 
of  thisb  > 

The.  best  armour  for  the  soul  tin  a  sick  bed^  is 
the  breast  plata  of  lan  imputed  righteousness^  ti&s 
feipplied  by  the  Spirit,  and  the  witness  of  it  in  our 
conscience,  is  a  piece  of  defensive  armour,  such  as 
the<:urse  of  a  broken-  law  will  never  penetrate* 
It  is  proof  against  the  sting  of  death,  the  dirts 
of  satan^  and  the  sentence  of  the  most  righteouiS 
of  all  judges^  who  will  never  condemn  the  jost, 
nor  Justify  the  wicked*  And  it  is  our  right  and 
title  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  for  ^hom  God  jus- 
tifies, them  God  glorifies.  Hold  this  fast,  my 
dearly  beloved,  to  theend^  forthis  is  the  righte<>u^^ 
ness  of  faith,  and  he  that  is  our  judge^  and'eur 
Saviour,  says,  ^'  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and 
I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life."      • 

The  companion  of  faith  is  hope,  for  what  faith 
credits,  hope  expects,  they  ane  twin  sisters,  and 
go  hand  in  hand ;  ^'  Now  abideth  fakh,  hdpe, 
charity,  these  three."  Be  patient,  and  hope  to 
the  end.  ^'The  wicked  is  driven  away  in  his 
wickedness,  but  the  righteous  hath  hope  in  his 
death."  The  third  promised ;  support  on  a  sick 
bed  is  peace,  this  is  the  fruit  and  effect  of  an 
imputed  righteousness,  the  fruit  of  ri^fatbonsuesB ' 
is  peace;  and  is  a  grace  that  pals^  with  minti^ 
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^  other  .wiwld.  It  is  Ad  end  of  feith  in  this 
life»,  and  b  fruit  of  glory  in  the  life  to  come; 
*^  Marjc  tbc' perfect  maoy  and! behold  ^  upright, 
for  fhfe'OM^  of  that  man  is  peac^."  The  Lord  is  bb 
fond  of  iseeitig  h»  childrip  horne^  as  wt  are  of 
reaching  his  prepared mae^ion ;  and  as  earnast  to 
graot  ihe  promised  teward^  as  Wf  are  of  the 
enjoyment  of  k^  Tb  them  tbait  believe  Christ  is 
prechnis,  and  precious  ki  the  sight  of  the  Lottl  is 
ihb  d«ath  )of  his  satnts*  If  my  dear  compaaioa 
wishes  to.  see  one^^serid  word«  Grace  and  peace 
be  ever  with  thee^  so  pray^^ 

Thy  friend  and  brother  ih  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  H.  S,  S- 


.  t 


LETTER  XXXII, 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Friday  Itormdi. 

Deiirly  Belored  Compsm^  in  ttavel,  stid  true  Yoke-fdiow 
1  in  Ae. kingdom  9fGklitit, 

Last  night  I  received  your  very  kind  epistle^ 
And  when  it  came  it  found  me  very  low ;  biit  a« 
eokl  water  to  a  ibirsty  soul,  so  is  good  new^  from 
a  far  country,  for  the  good  Lord  who  comforteth 
those  tliat  are  cast  dowo>  comforted  me  by  the 

F  2 
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coming  of  Titus ;  and  not  by  his  cooring  orily^  bat 
by  the  good  accoont  you  &ehd  me  of  the  ^enlarge- 
ment  of  — ^,  under  the  word  at  my'  last  visit 
His  countenance  has  for  many  years  proclaimed 
him  a  bond-man^  and  sensible  of  his  bonds/  as 
all  the  king's  state  prisoners  are,  when  the  iron 
enters  into  the  soul ;  and  to  such  there  is  no 
ground  of  hope,  but  in  the  <  law  of  releasei 

The  jubilee  year  by  such  is  much  longed  for^ 
and  every  stop,  and  distinction  of  the  jubilee 
trumpet  is  observed;  and  surel  am>  that  the 
sound  of  enlargement,  and  release  of  infinite 
debts,  is  attended  with  the  joys  and  triumphs  of 
the  third  heavens,  for  there  is  joy  in  the  presence 
of  the  angels  of  God,  as  well  as  in  the  penitent 
soul,  which  is  melting  and  dying  in  love. 
"  Blessed  are  the  people  that  know  the  joyful 
sound,  they  shall  walk,  O  Lord,  in  the  light  of 
thy  countenance.  .  In  thy  name  shall  they  rejoice 
all  the  day  long,  and  in  thy  righteousness  shall 
they  be  exalted."  Faithfulness  and  truth  go  hand 
in  hand,  what  divine  veracity  promises,  divine 
faithfulness  makes  good,  and  then  the  poor  soul 
sets  to  his  seal  that  God  is  true.  ^^  Shall  I  cause 
to  travail,  and  not  cause  to  bring  forth?  Shall  I 
cause  to  bring  forth  and  shut  the  woihb,  saithlthy 
God  ?"  Ko,  as  sooii  as  Zion  travails,  she  brings 
forth ;  God  raises  up  the  dea^  .  and  quickens 
them.  Such  are  brought  forth  from  insensibility, 
frcnn  cariial  laecUfity,  and  'from  j  a*  death  in  sin^ 
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and  1  from  the  deep  sleep  of  God;  '^  And  unto^ 
God  the  Lord  belong  the  issues  from  death/' 
Psalm  kniL  20. 

Thus  ^he  brings  forth  before  she  travails^  and 
tbus  jehe.  is  delivered  before  her  pains  caine; 
guiH  and  wrath  work  in  the  soul»  and  life  by  the 
Spirit  makes  us  feel  it  God's  blessing  is  life» 
life  foi^  evermore.  God  never  calls  or  pronounces 
any  man  blessed,  who  is  dead  in  sin,  and  dead  to 
God;  Blessed  is  the  man  whom  God  chastens, 
and  teaches  him  out  of  his  law ;  and  blessed  is 
the  man  that  hungers  and  thirsts  after  righteous- 
ness. But  tl>e  appetite  of  nature  is  vitiated,  it 
cannot  savour  the  things  of  God ;  but  spiritual 
life  must  have  spiritual  sustenance;  the  soul  that 
longs  as  the  prodigal  did  for  divine  bread,  and  he 
that  hungers  and  thirsts  after  righteousness  are 
both  quickened«-4he  former  is  sick  of  husks,  and 
the  latter  of  his  own  performances.     You  may. 

* 

call  t(ie  blessing  of  life.  Gad,  for  there  is  a  troop 
behind  it.  \ 

But  it  .must  be  confessed  that  love  brings  up 
the  cear;  ^'  Shall  I  cause  to  travail,  and  not 
cause  ta  bring  forth  ?"  Shall  I  alarm,  awakem 
chasten,  land  quicken,  and  not  cause  to. bring 
forth  ?  Shall  I  tell  them,  that  all  that  I  love  I 
rebuke  and  chasten,  and  give  them  the  promised 
chastisement,  but  never  discover  my  love  to 
thein  ?  No,  that  be  far  frpm  me,  "  Shall  not  the 
Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right?"    Next  Sunday 
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we  shear  the  shbepi  the  ^ttriday  foUowrn|;  is  ordi-> 
naoee  day 9  and  either  this  week  or  next,  the 
M  s  come,  so  that  I  know  not  what  to  say^ 
I  would  wish  when  I  come  to  stay  three  weeks, 
but  who  is  to  preach  forme  I  know  not.  I  will 
write  to  B.  ithis  day  if  I  can.  Tender  my  love  to 
the  family.     G6d  bless  you  alL 

W.H.  S,S. 


i 

I 


LETTER  XXXJII. 

) 

ToMr,  T. 

■ 

Paddington. 
My  dear  Fricod, 

Both  yomr  epistles  came  safe  to  hand»  and  I 
thank  you  kindly  for  the  same.  My  long  silence 
hath  not  originated  from  any  displeasure^  far 
from  it,  but  merely  for  want  of  time,  havjitg  been 
driven  to  write;  have  also  reprinted  one  book 
which  was  out  of  print.  My  son  G£td,wbo  for- 
some  years  back  hath  been  sharply  exercised  by 
tbe  chastening  hand  of  God  upon  him,  beginis  to 
hold  up  his  head ;  he  told  me  last  Sunday,  that  the 
word  of  God  now  conies  with  power,  love,  and 
comfort  to  his  heart,  and  that  he  now  believed 
that  the  Lord  would  most  surely  save  him;  I 
never  expect  to  send  you  better  tidings  than  these. 
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Should  be  heartily  glad  to  see  either  you  or  your 
daughtersi  whenever  you  or  they  choose  to  coiuc^ 
you  are  all  welctmie  to  such  as  I  have.  Tender 
my  Ipve  and  respects  to  them  both,  and  accept  the 
»ame  from. 

Your  much  obliged  friend  and  servant  in 

Christ  Jesus, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER  XXXIV. 


TO  MR,  B. 


Paddiogtoa,  Friday  Mortiog. 
My  ^oar  Brotber, 

I  WISH  grace,  mercy,  and  peaces  through 
Jesus  Christ,  ever  to  be  with  thee*  I  have  been 
sadly  shook  with  a  violent  ferer,  and  paioa  from 
head  to  foot;  seized  I  was  all  at  once,  and  to  bed 
I  went,  and  then  to  doctoring  and  nmrsin^  and 
Uirough  the  tender  and  undeserving  mercy  of  my 
God,  am  better;  and  I  hope  to  be  in  my  lawfiil 
calling  again  next. Sunday. 
'■  When,  I  was  last  at  your. house,  I  dreamed  that 
my  hou^  fell  down,  bud  at  my  return  was  in** 
formed  it  was  to  be  sold;  but  the  price  set  upon  it 
was  so  high,   that  I  was  compelled ' :to  lookout 
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elsewhere  r  have  therefore  taken  a  little  farm ;  do 
not  laugh  at  this.  This  little  concern  was  adver- 
tised in  the  papers,  arid  some  of  my  friends  went 
down  to  see  it  unknown  to  me,  and  would  insist 
upon  my  undertaking  the  affair;  but  I  moved 
heavily  and  with  some  reluctance,  fearing  a  state 
of  bankruptcy:  however,  1/  am  embarked  in  it, 
and  am  watching  to  see  what  the  event  may  be. 
I  ha:ve  had  many  tossings  and  strange  goings  upon 
my  mind  about  it,  and  the  old  adversary  hath  not 
been  slack  nor  idle,  during  my  illness;  nor  could  I 
once  say  at  the  expected  approach  of  the  devil. 
Behold,  the  prince  of  this  world  cometh,  and  hath 
nothing  in  me;  for  carnal  reason  and  unbelief, 
natural  enmity,  rebellion,  and  discontent,  all 
united  together,  and  took  part  with  him. 

This  is  the  interest  that  satan  hath  got  in  my 
foolish  heart,  these  are  the  members  of  the  old 
man, .  who  certainly  is  a  most  rank  Jacobin,  an 
enemy  to  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  an  enemy  to 
all  :oFder  and  good  government;  and  all' the 
disaffdction  in  this  nation  springs  from  no  other 
source  >  than  this.  But  notwithstanding  all  thesd 
enemies,  there  were  some  few  Royalists  in  my 
heart,'  which  opposed*  the^  clamour  of  all  these  of 
Tom  Paine's  followers.  Gratitude  sometimes 
appeared,  and  brought  to  my  mind  many  past 
favours^  love^^vidits^  and  tokens  for  good,  which 
would  m^ke  my  bowels  move^  and  my  eyes  flow 
with  silent  and  secret  tears  of  love  and  affectioo; 
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but  the  noise  of  rebeliioD  in.  the  camp,  wonld  800b 
drown  this.  Faith,  said^  there  is  neither  unatooed 
guilt  nor  unappeased  < wrath  worlciifg  in  yout 
conscience,  and  you  will  be  most  cei^tainiy  savedi 
nor  have  you  any  doubts  about  it ;  but  this  was 
prophesying  of  things  to.  come;  this  :is  all  trae, 
but  it  is  not  the  Lord's  presence,  and  therefore  I 
murniured  on.         . 

Patience  forsook  me,  submission  and  resigna- 
tion lent  no  assistance,  fbar  only  appeared  now  and 
then,  but  interfered  very  little,  humility  never 
once  shewed  her  face;  all  ihat  remained  with  mt 
was  confidence  and  hope,  add  now  and  then  love 
for  past  favours  would  appear  a  little ;  but  as  I 
supposed  myself  hardly  dealt  with,  this  counter- 
acted  all  the  pleas  of  love  and  affection.  And 
here  I  continue  to  this  day,  in  a  strait  betwixt 
two,  pro  and  con;  and  I  can  compare  it  to 
nothing  else  but  the  Lord  standing  at  my  right 
hand,  and  satan  at  my  left,  contending  which  shall 
have  the  spoil  **  To  will  is  present  with  me,''' 
I  know  how  I  would  fain  have  it,  but  the  war&re 
must  continue,  the  Canaanites  must  dwell  in  this 
land  to  goad  our  sides^  and  prick  our  eyes;  not 
small  mortification  they  afe  to  me^  and  little 
strength  God  knows  have  I  got  against  them :  but 
enoitgh  of  this.  .  ^      '     .  .  :  ; 

The  harvest  is  now.  in,  and  youkndw  not  how 
much  I  long  to  see  your  poor  father  and  mother ; 
and  Ibeg  they  will  now  come  before  I  go  into 
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thenekiibriiaoe^  for  witfaoot  dcmbt  there  will 
sfxm '  ben  another  of  some'sont  or'Otheiv  heated 
for  niei  Do  tell  them  >  to  send  fi  line  as  eoon  93 
09nv8nknty''b]r  wfaaticolieh  they  cbme,  where^  and 
what  day 9 ; and  at  what  hour ^they  arrive;  and  i 
will  send  a  person  to>get  a  coach,  to  ^niove  the 
luggage  and  to  be  on  ^he  spott;  when. the  stage 
comes  in.  Tender  my  kind  respects  and  beet 
wiabes  >to:  the  two  young  ladies,  my  kindest  love 
to  falbet  and  iqother,  and  accept  the  same  fVom, 
Your  unworthy  comrade  in  the:  unremitted 

fight  Of  faith, 

Wm.  HtfNTINGTON. 


LETTEE  XXXV. 


TO  MR.  W,  B. 


r 


I  THANK  thee,  my  dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord> 
for  the  good  tidings,  aa  I  believe  God  has  kept 
me  in  a  aptrit  of  prayer,  /ever  since  my  arrival  at 
B.  aiid  X  was  vexed  that  no  soul  for  so  long  a 
time  sent  ine  any  tidings,  neither  about  you,  nor 
about  poor  mother.  I  even  quarrelled  with  ■>'■  ■  ■ 
in  my  heart,  not  knowing  that  she  was  gcme  from , 
B 

Howevier,  we  piior  wretdies  are  still  debtors 
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to  grace ;  nor  does  be  leave  us  witkoat «» wittiess 
that  he  is  faitl^fuiy  nor  witisout  a  sure  token  that 
he  is  good,  which  ci^Us  alojid  for  suitable  returns 
of  love,  of  gratitude,  and  of  thankfulness.  I  bless, 
and  truly  thank  my  most  merciful  God  and 
Father  in  Christ,  for  his  goodness  to  poor  mo- 
ther and  you,  and  I  do  bless  my  God  that  I  can 
say,  that  I  have  your  whole  family  in  my  heart, 
in  every  prayer  of  niine,'  making  Request  with 
joy.  I  have  plenty  of  this  work,  for  last  week  I 
had  the  last  dying  groans  of  his  Excellency,  and 
I  was  enabled  to  wrestle  hard  for  him,  and  to 
send  bim  an  epistle  which  he  informs  me'  filled 
first  his  heart,  then  the  pulpit,  and  then  the 
flock.  I  want  to  wean  him,  but  I  cannot;  and  I 
do  at  times  think,  that  he  will  go  sucking  to  the 
grave;  he  is  such  a  dear  friend  to  Mosee. 

Though  he  continually  curses  him^  -yet  every 
time  satan  gets  him  down,  off  he  goes  to  Hqreb, 
and  there  begets  the  old. vail,  and  then  he  is  lost, 
and  gropes  for  the  wall  like  the  blind,  and  then 
comes   his.   last  dying    speech  and   confession. 
These  papers  come  somettntes  when  the  devil  has 
got  me  by  the  ear,  and  then  I  am  lik^  a  wild  bull 
in  a  net,  and  i^ouid  rnost  certainly  make  use  of 
Mrs.  Birch,  was  he  present;  but  God  keeps  us 
far  enough -apart,  that  there  may  be  none  of 
these  Welch  battles.^     I  yesterday  dropped  you* 
a  line,  informing  you  that  I  was  going  into  Kent, 
where  his  Excellency  sends  m$  word  he  will 


92. 

come  and  meet  me,  on  next  Monday  evening* 
God  bless  thee,  and  keep  tbee,  so  prays 

Tbe  chiefest  of  Sinners, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XXXVI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


I  ALMOST  long  to  know  how  niy  dear  friend 
comes  on,  whether  he  gained  any  thing  by  trading 
the  last  visit,  and  if  there  be  any  breaking  out  or 
breaking  forth  from  the  prison,  from  the  chains 
of  sin,  and  from  the  yoke  of  bondage,  among  the 
people.  The  ring-straked,  spotted,  and  spangled 
sheep,  are  to  be  the  sbepherd*s  hire ;  so  shall  thd 
righteousness  of  the  shepherds,  answer  for  them 
in  time  to  come* 

We  got  home  safe,  and  in  good  time,  and  am 
much  attended  in  the  ministry ;  nor  have  I  had 
one  barren  time  in  the  pulpit,  since  my  return, 
which  is  not  common,  and  to  me  it  is  most  won* 
derful.  Bless  God  I  am  still  longing  for  an 
increase  in  the  Lord's  harvest,  and  I  have  good 
tidings  from  O.  in  Kent,  three  of  whom  came  to 
hear  me  last  Lord's  Day;  and  I  am  fiilly  per- 
suaded that  they  eame  not  in  vain  :  I  arin  going 
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to  preach  there  next  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
evenings,  if  God  permit.  O  my  dearly  beloved 
Gompanion,  what  debtors  are  we  to  free  grace. 
How,  hoM^  many  comply  with  a  few  legal  convic- 
tions, which  are  attended  with  no  life,  no  appe* 
tite,  no  relish  for  the  pagSQver^  no  hunger  after 
righteousness,  nor  any  thirst  for  the  love  and 
favour  of  God,  and  therefore  get  ease  and  secu- 
rity at  the  foot  of  Sinai,  and  fetch  all  their  hopes 
and  comforts  from  the  law  that  condemns  them ; 
but  never,  never  arise  to  that  evangelical  influence^ 
that  makes  the  sabbath  of  God  holy  and  honour* 
able,.  Christ  precious,  and  God  the  delight  of 
the  soul. 

The  only  way  to  attain  this  is  by  tracing  the 
footsteps  of  his  providence^  observing  tlie  work  of 
his  hands,  and  yielding  to  the  dictates  and 
impulses  of  his  most  holy  and  most  blessed  Spirit ; 
and  sure  I  am  that  often  when  I  am  admiring  his 
works,  without,  my  soul  is  ^sensibly  > touched 
within.  If  be  lays  on  the  rod  df  affliction, '-  he 
says  to  the  af&icled,  Pray;  if  he  giies  joy  and 
gladness,  he  expects  thanki^giving^ /and  the* ^ voice 
of  ..melody.  In  a  joyous  fcamb,  he  expects 
blessing;  but  when  in  a  meek  add  qiiiet -frame. of 
soul,  be  reiqiufesfaraHiarity)  »and  a  holy  boldness  ; 
for  never  taii^pcorbislieverinake  90 ^ee  as  when 
his ;SOul  is  tridy  i  pDOi*  and  intefly.'  *^  The  poor,** 
saya  tte  wise  mab,  ^^  heareth  iiot^rebuke 9 «'  'thbi^^ 
is  nothing'  in  nail   God's <  book   lagaiiist    hikt 
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^  Blessed  are  thd  poor  iii  ipirit,  for  theirs  is  thfe 
kingdom  of  God/'    True  yo^e-^fdlow,  adieu. 

Ever  youf's  iti  f&ith  and  affection, 

'       '  W,  H.  S.  S. 


<  > 


>        J.  til  <t>«»»«ti<li     liitil        ♦*«« 


LETTER  XXXVII. 


» ' 


TO  MISS  B, 

My  4ear  Friend, 

Yoy  a  letter  has  brought  me  lower  than  I  was> 
for  of  late  I  have  been  of  a  sorrowful  spirit 
Tbe  deatb  of  your  poor  Aunt,  the  sickness  of 
your  surviving  Auiit  and  Uncle,  and  the  often 
infirmities  of  poor  M.  is  sorrow  upon  sorrow^ 
But  oiirdear  Jesus  lives,  andhis^graceis  eddless 
health  and  eternal  life,  nor  shall  hell  itself  ever 
deprive  us  of  this.  We  love  one  another  how» 
and  this  is  the  bobd  of  the  covenant,  the  bond  of 
union,  and  the  bond  of  all  perfectness;  and 
tlus  bond  ^every  sharp  trid  both  increases  and 
strengthens.  ,Dea^  ahall  not  dissolve  it,  add 
eternity  itself  %ViU  only  perfect  it.      • 

Hotv  did  my  sdul  cleave  to  yea,  ind.oth^rji  of 
my  dear  fraterniiyv  ivbeo  tliis  trpuUe  first  came 
tipoQ^me;  how  did  I,  and  still  do  loatlie  this 
malicious  and  ^envious  world :  i  comforted  my« 
self  to  'think  I  wias  dld^  iaml  should  iso|>Q:  see.  an 
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end.  Nbtfatng,  look  wbidh  iray  you  Wilt^iis  to 
be  seen  but  loat,  pride^  and  every  vanity^  aad  ^a 
tindser  box  witbtn,  inflamed  at  every  apirk,  and 
seeting  on  fire  the  ^hole  frame  of  naiare.  ^'  But 
this,  this  is  the  will  of  him  that  seoc  me;  <rf  all  tie 
hatb  given  me,  I  abovld  lose  nothing:  but  raise  it 
up  at  ihe  last  day."*  Our  bodies  and  soals  dre 
God's  work,  and  given  to  Christ,  and  not  one 
hair  of  our  head  i^hall  ever  perish.  But  the  old 
man,  sin,  is  the  corruption  of  our  nature;  **  All 
flesh  hath  corrupted  its  way.'* 

Satan  corrupted  us  from  the  original  holiness 
that  we  had  of  God.  To  purge  us  from  this  by 
blood,  to  counteract  the  remains  of  it  by  grace, 
to  change  our  vile  bodies  at  last,  and  to  fashion 
them  like  the  glorious  body  of  Christ,  is  the  work 
in  hand.  This  good  work,  my  dear  girls  and 
sisters,  is  begun,  and  will  be  carried  on,  and  be 
perfected  in  the  day  of  Christ,  when  the  body 
rises ;  this  is  what  David  means,  **  The  Lord  will 
perfect  that  which  concerneth  me :  thy  mercy,  O 
Lord,  endureth  for  ever ;  forsake  not  the  works 
of  thine  own  hands,"  Psal.  cxxxviii.  8.  Sure  I 
am,  and  I  feel  it  now,  that  every  cross  and  sore 
trial  mortifies  sin,  and  deadens  the  soul  to  it;  the 
effect  of  this,  meekness,  humility,  and  self-abase- 
Qient,  searching,  seeking,  crying,  praying;  and 
after  this  faith,  hope,  and  love  rise  up,  with  new 
strength,  life,  and  vigour. 

The  dev^I  hate^  t]^e\£i^niac^  yj^  $w4.et{  morsels 
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arC'di^elisbedf  whenihe  soul  is  in  sackcloth ;  aud 

crying  and  praying  to  God,  is  a  scourge  for  the 

devil.     I  never  lead  of  any  dying  or  perishing 

under  the  rod,  under  sharp  exercises^  or  in  the 

purging  fi^rnaoe.    Job';s  childr^en  were  all  feasting, 

ivhen  the  wind  smote  the  house,,  and  killed  them 

all.    God  bte$3  you  both  is,  atid  will  be,  the 

prayer  of. 

Your  loving  Brother, 

W.  H,  S.  S. 


FINIS. 


J«  Idms,  Printer  WeUft^treet,  Oxford-itree^  London. 
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Christian  Reader^ 

The  first  letter  of  this  Seventh  Part  of  the 
*  Gleanings  of  the  Vintage/  was  written  about  the 
eame  period  of  my  Father's  life  as  the  first  five 
letters  in  the  Sixth,  and  was  addressed  to  the 
same  person ;  at  which  time  it  is  clearly  mani- 
fested that  he  carried  coals.  It  should  have 
appeared  with  those;  but  when  I  copied  them 
for  the  press,  I  was  somewhat  divided  in  my 
mind  whether  I  would  insert  it  or  not  I  have, 
however,  since  coiqe  to  a  conclusion  upon  it; 
and  though  it  may  not  please  every  reader,  still 
there  is  such  a  characteristic  simplicity,  and 
marked  attention  to  the  welfare  of  souls,  dis- 
played in  it,  that  I  have  judged  it  worthy  of  a 
place  among  his  other  letters. 

E.  HUNTINGTON. 

High  Street, 
Nov.  30,  1813. 
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LETTER  I. 


to  MS.  S.  W. 


Thames  Dittpn. 
My  dear  Soub^ 

I. THIS  day  received  year  letter  with  Joy» 
and  give  you  thaixis  for  the  saioe.  I  have  beeo 
twice  to  Wolung  since  my  brot^r  iP.  left  me. 
The  time  before  hsty  eoming  boioe^  J  was  mosi 
dreadfully  tempted  indeed;  hat  the  blessed  Jesii$ 
helped  loe  up  again  by  calliog  me  to  visit  aa^okl 
mau^  wbom  I  had  once  seen  before*  Wheo  I 
came  I  found  him  in  dreadful  horror^  avd  calliqig 
on  God,  and  when  I  began  ,to  lell  hiizi  liow  he 
felt  himself  he  found  it  would  do  for  him^  an4 
being  thick  of  bearijug^  he  pulled  cS  hi&  hat  and 
cap,  and  laid  his  aged  ear  to  hear  the  wor^  ami 
soon  was  melted  down  in  tears^  I  left  hini 
smiling.     Pray  for  him. 

The  last  Sunday  I  thought  to  be  at  Mitchaai; 
I  intended  to  go  last  Saturday  to  CaBihorwel^ 
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and  Mitcham,  and  Ewell,  and  Epsom,  and 
Horsham ;  but  the.  frost  .bvoke^  and  I  was  called 
to  Woking.  I  found  heaven  on  earth  in  ray 
journey,  I  went  weeping,  bearing  precious  seed, 
God  grant  I  may  return,  and  bring  my  sheaves 
with  me.  Amen.  When  I  came  I  was  gladly 
received.  One  of  our  sisters  was  very  ill,  and 
her  husband  is  a  pharisee  and  an  enemy,  and  his 
daughter  likewise  opposed  h#r  mother,  though 
she  often  came  to  hear  me.  Well,  I  went  to  see 
her,  and  the  father  was  at  home,  and  behaved 
very  civil;  but  when  I  began  to  talk  he  heard 
awhile,  butlsoon  withdrew,  being  a  lover  of  dark- 
ness, and  therefore  a  hater  of  light.  I  spent 
some  time  in  prayer;  and  the  daughter  teing 
convicted  of  being  an  enemy  to  her  mother,  cried 
out,  and  Mr.  H.  kept  her  company  in  weeping ; 
1  had  much  ado  to  pacify  her,  and  my  bowels 
yearned  towards  them;  so  I  left  them  in  the 
'spirit  of  meekness :  God  grant  that  we  may  meet 
again  where  we  shall  cry  no  more,  Amen,  and  do 
you  say  Amen  to  it. 

I  likewise  visited  a  poor  cripple,  that  had  long 
desired  to  see  this  William,  the  parson,  and  he 
seemed  all  ear ;  the  Lord  affect  his  heart,  Amen. 
The  forenoon  and  afternoon  service,  I  was  happy, 
but  before  the  evening  iA  trouble.  .The  clerk's 
wife  and  daughter  seemed  convinced,  and  the 
clerk  wanted  to  hear,  but  was  afraid  to  come 
openly  though  desirous ;  so,,  like  Nicodemus,  he 
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came  in  the  night,  and  was  shut  in  a  room  just 
agaidst  the  wall  where  I  stood  to  speak*  I 
thought  of  him,  sEnd  though  in  chains  just  before, 
God  gave  me  great  power  and  liberty  indeed; 
God  grant  he  may,  like  Nicodemus,  come  forth 
to  the  light,  and  beg  of  God  the  Father,  his  cruci- 
fied Son,  for  his  soul's  salvation,  Amen.  ? 
In  the  morning  we  awaked  about  three  o'clock, 
and  the  Lord  was  with  me  indeed,  and  we  sung, 
and  prayed,  and  parted  in  love,  O  bless  the  Lord 
for  it.  My  master  has  got  a  new  bargeman,  and 
one  morning  master  gave  him  and  me  a  breakfast 
together  alone,  at  Christmas.  '  I  began  to  speak 
to  him  about  God  in  the  spirit  of  meeknessy 
since  that,  God  has  given  me  his  ear;  pray  God 
to  conquer  his  heart.  This  hight  he  blessed  me, 
and  tells  me  he  begins  to  feel,  God  grant  it  may 
be  Chfist  crucified  in  his  heart,  Amen,  ^ord 
Jesus.  He  tells  my  master  he  loves  William^ 
God  grant  he  may  love  Christ.  Master  has 
given  him  leave  to  go  to  Woking  with  me,  O  that 
he  may  go  to  heaven  with  me.  Amen.  You  tell 
me  you  are  tempted  by  the  devil;  obey  God's 
voice,  give  all  you  have  to  him,  and  then  you 
are  not  your  own,  you  are  bought  with  a  price, 
and  God  is  your  wall  of  salvation. 

■  Praise  him  for  his  wonderful  creation.  Praise 
hiin  for  his  work  of  works  in  sinner's  salvation* 
Praise  him  for  his  dear  Son.  Praise  him  for  his 
precious  blood.     Praise  him  for  his  Holy  Spirits 
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him  for  his  matchless  grace.  Praise,  bim 
lor  his  precious  love.  Praise  him  for  his  pow* 
erful  £tilh.  Praise  .him  for  his  bleatsed  hope« 
Praise  him  fbr  discoveriag  gitiU.  Praise  him 
for  tSBkation  from  it. 

Praise  him  for  a  qtiiet  spirit  Praise  him  for 
a  broken  heartl  Praise  him  for  a  tender  gkmi* 
^cience^  Praise  him  for  holy  desires.  Praise 
him  for  h  spiritaal  thirst  Praise  him  for  a 
renewed  will.  Praise  him  for  his  marveltoiis 
light  Praise  him  foryoor  heavenly  views.  Praise 
hitt  for  the  hope  of  glory. 

Praise  bim  for  engaged  strength.  Praise  him 
for  41  pnecious  .stjMd.  Praise  him  for  his  grace 
to  save  it.  Praise  him  for  his  |>oiii«r  to  ^eep 
it  Praise  him  for  his  watcbfal  eye.  Praiae 
hiiBfor  bis  guardian  ang^K  Praise  bim  for  youc 
boly.wadrs.     Praise  him  for  yoar  perfect  Vicak* 


Praise  him  for  his  woard  of  promise.  Praise 
him  for  bis  bumbling  rod*  Praise  bim  for  both 
law  and  gospel.  Praise  bim  for  bis  mercy  on 
us.  Praise  him  for  all  hiimbliog  trials.  Praise 
him  for  instruction  from  them.  Praise  bim  as 
your  Lord  and  God.  Praise  him  for  the  spirit  of 
meekness. 

Let  all  mankind  from  north  to  south,  praise 
my  God  with  heart  and  mouth.  Praise  the 
Lord,  ye  saints  of  light,  praise  my  Goc)  both 
day  and  night     Praise  him  for  your  life  and 
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breftth,  (rt^ise  my  Christ  both  heweti  and 
earth.  !Pttsiik6  tiih  for  a  spiritual  ear,  praise 
llftm  kic  bis  godly  fehr.  Braise  faitn  for  his 
fatrmiliauoo,  praise  him  it\  his  exaitatioti.  Praiise 
him  In  all  the  hyttiifis  yoa  sing,  praise  hitn  your 
prtjphet,  Iciest,  and  Jdtig.  Let  eviery  tongue,  in 
«very  head,  praise  the  Judge  of  quick  and 
ttead,  Praise  the  Lord  from  pOle  to  pole,  praise 
him  that  saved  my  helpless  soul.  Ih'aTse  the 
Lord  frofn  co^st  to  coast,  praise  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost 


LETTER  IL 


TO  MISS  E.  B. 


Th4:  last  time  I  heard  from  my  dear  friend, 
she  was  in  a  very  flourishing  state,  comfortably 
enlarged,  and  somewhat  confirmed  and  csta- 
bfehed ;  at  such  seasons  they  can  reign  as  kings, 
mh  the  toil  of  labourers.  But  these  flourishing 
seasons  are  of  short  duration,  and  after  a  sweet 
^aiiquet  the  appetite  is  but  the  keener  when  fast- 
ing days  <:ome  on:  "Can  the  children  of  the 
bride-chamber  fast,  while  the  bridegroom  is  with 
them  ?''  No,  it  is  impossible,  but  the  time  is  sure 
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to  come,    '^  when  the  bridegroom  shall  be,  taken 
away  from  them,  and  then  shall  they  fast  in  those 
days,". Mark  ii.  19,  20*   That  which  sharpens  the 
appetite  is,  the  sweetness  of  his  presence,  and  the 
bitterness  that  succeeds  upon  his  departure,  which 
makes  the  soul  passionately  long  for  his  returu ; 
the  days  will  come,  when  you  shall  desire  to  see 
one  of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  ye  shall 
nqt  see  it. 

But  this  going  and  coming  not  only  leads  us  to 
distinguish  between  feasting  and  fasting,  but  be- 
tween the  old  man  and  the  new;  it  also  makes  us 
more  and  more  acquainted  with  the  Lord  himself, 
whose  presence  is  the  better  distinguished  by  his 
long  absence,  the  more  minutely  observed,  and 
the  more  thankfully  acknowledged.  All  this  may 
be  seen  in  the  spouse;  her  Lord  s  long  absence 
had  provoked  her  to  such  raging  jealousy  that  her 
apprehension  became  so  quick,  that  she  knew  him 
both  by  his  voice,  and  by  the  stroke  of  his  hand  ; 
"  It  is  the  voice  of  my  beloved  that  knocketb, 
paying.  Open  to  me,"  as  if  she  was  the  only  one 
that  he  sought  after.  It  also  leads  us  to  distin- 
guish between  the  old  man  and  the  new;  the  new 
man,  so  called  by  Paul,  is  by  Peter  called  the 
divine  nature;  and  elsewhere  Paul  calb  the  old 
and  new  man,  fiesh  and  spirit:  "  The  flesh  lust- 
elh  against  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  against  the 
flesh,"  Gal.  v.  17- 

Now  every  visit  which  the  Lord  pays  to  his 
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poor  children,  is  to  preserve,  revive,  enliven,  and 
strengthen  the  good  work  of  grace;  **Tby  visita* 
tion,"  says  Job,  "  hath  preserved  my  spirit," 
Job  X.  12;  for,  "  Thou  hast  granted  me  life  and 
favour,"  and  visited  me  to  keep  that  life  and 
favour  from  falling  to  decay.  Tbis  is  what  David 
alludes  to,  when  he  says,  "The  Lord  will  perfect 
that  which  concerneth  me.  Thy  mercy,  O  Lord, 
eadureth  for  ever;  forsake  not  the  work  of  thine 
own  bands."  To  this  Christ  alludes,  when  upon 
every  visit  he  says,  "  Behold  my  reward  is  with 
me,  and  my  work  before  me;"  every  visit  there- 
fore is  to  renew  this  new  man:  "The  inner 
man,"  says  Paul,  *^  is  renewed  day  by  day." 
Hence,  if  we  observe  upon  every  appearance  of 
the  Lord's  presence,  the  heart  is  enlarged,  the 
soul  refreshed,  faith  gets  active,  hope  abounds, 
love  draws,  meekness  softens,  contrition  affords  a 
pleasing  smart;  be  deals  kindness  by  his  counte- 
nance, and  recalls  former  miscarriages,  and  coyly 
refqses  his  tenderness  upon  a  *  deep  sense  of 
unworthiness,  and  r€)flections  of  former  unbelief^ 
impatience,  o^nd  hard  thoughts  of  his  long  delay ; 
this  fills  the  soul  with  true  humility,  and  self- 
loathing,  under  which  much  nearness,  boldqess, 
freedom  of  access,  great  liberty,  and  strong 
persuasions,  and  comfortable  claims  are  granted ; 
our  interest  appears  clear,  and  our  Evidences 
bright,  and  love  app^^qrs  perfect;  and  we  rcBolve, 
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wd  faUy  iptend  in  all  future  periods^  to  quit 
ourselves  like  men. 

But^  a)a3,  when  Christ  has  revived  his  wprk^ 
and  is  gone,  then  comes  satan  to  stir  up  every 
branch  of  his  dofpinion,  every  k>yal  subject  to  his 
interest,  and  every  corruptioOi  or  every  faculty, 
power,  or  affection  of  our  hearts,  wbiqh  be,  by 
the  &ll  i>f  man,  bas  corrupted,  and  vitiated,  and 
alienated  from  God.  Not  only  unbelief,  bard^* 
ness,  rebellion,  enmity,  pride,  and  r^vengc^  but 
every  natural  inclination  to  eviU  ^^i^  is  the  old 
man,  and  these  two  will  war,  as  long  as  we.  live 
in  this  vale  of  tears,  this  enchanting  and  ensnaring 
spot,  and  as  long  as  we  are  in  this  body  of  sin  and 
death:  thus  our  Lord's  visits  and  absence  distin- 
guish between  sin  and  grace.  And  this  my  dear 
friend  must  expect  to  be  the  daily  task  of  bearing 
the  cross,  till  the  cross  give  way  to  the  crown, 
and  tribulation  ends  in  eternal  tranquillity, 

I  have  for  this  fortnight  back  had  a  bad  cold, 
fever,  cough,  boars^^iess,  and  much  shortness  of 
breath,  but  am  somewhat  "better.  I  have  long 
lived  in  expectation  of  seeing  my  old  companion 
in  travail,  and  bis  two  daughters,  but  aH  hope  on 
thistt  ground  has  been  desixoyed,  on  which  acoouot 
I  send  these  few  seraps.  The  heavens  bless  my 
poor  ffiejn^fi,  and  all  at  the  Bower,  is  the  daily 
pf  ayer  o^ 

W.H.  8.8. 
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LETTER  III 


TO  THE  SAME. 


TheGaUn.    Monday. 

Once  more  I  come  to  enquire  after  the 
health,  the  wealth,  and  the  prosperity  of  my  dear 
friend;  knowing  that  there  is  balm  still  in  Gilead» 
or  among  the  witnesses  of  God,  and  a  physician 
there,  that  is  in  every  purged  conscience;  and 
near  to  every  broker)  heart,  in  order  to  save 
every  contrite  spirit:  "  His  reward  is  with  him." 
Every  band  for  binding  up,  every  cordial  for  re- 
viving drooping  spirits,  every  bitter  ingredient  for 
strengthening  the  stomach,  and  promoting  appe- 
tite; oil  and  myrrh,  milk  and  honey,  wine  and 
spices.  "  All  his  garments  smell  of  myrrh,  aIoes,r 
and  cassia,  out  of  the  ivory  palaces,*'  all,  all,  for 
our  use,  for  our  good,  and  for  our  growth. 

"  His  reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work  before 
him  ;*'  and  Xvhat  is  that  ?  "  From  all  their 
filthiness,  and  from  all  their  idols, **  says  Christ, 
**  I  will  cleanse  them  f  "  I  will  clothe  thee  with 
change  of  raiment,'"  Zech.  iii.  4.  And  he  shall 
feed  them,  and  keep  them  as  a  shepherd  does  his^ 
^ck ;  this  is  his  charge,  and  he  is  the  good  Shep^" 
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herd,  and  will  be  faithful,  tender,  and  watchful, 
for  he  that  keepeth  Israel  never  slumbers  nor 
sleeps,  Psal.'  cxxi.  4.  We  are  God's  choice,  and 
his  own  purchase,  and  he  will  lose  nothing  of  his 
own,  no,  not  an  hair  of  the  head  shall  perish,  for 
these  are  all  numbered.  And  if  matters  are  so, 
will  he  ever  forget  our  persons,  or  once  let  our 
names  slip  from  his  divine  mind,  or  be  banished 
from  bis  memory  ?  "  O  thou  of  little  faith, 
wherefore  dost  thou  doubt/'  when  thou  art  in 
such  safe,  and  such  powerful  hands. 

I  daily  remember  you  all  in  my  poor,  imperfect 
'  prayers,  for  I  love,  and  I  long  to  see  the  kingdom 
of  Christ  enlarged ;  and  I  ha^e  some  satisfaction 
on  this  head.  Let  nothing  damp  thee,  to  slacken 
thy  diligence;  "  The  diligent  soul  shall  be  made 
fat;"  it  is  bold  faith,  and  strong  faith,  that  gives 
glory  to  God,  which  maintains  its  hold,  and 
repeats  its  claims,  suits,  and  pleas,  when  heaven 
and  earth  seem  to  combine  against  qs.  I  have 
this  day  sent  a  scrap  to  poor  Mary,  God  bless 
my  dear  friend,  so  prays 

Her  most  affectionate, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETfER  IV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

The  Doctor  to  h\$  Little  One,  sendeth  Greetings  with  perfect 

peace  and  at  such  a  time. 

Trj8  is  Saturday^  and  I  have  been  on  the 
wings  of  vaia  imagination  iBve  or  six  times  to  B. 
I  have  lately^  in  order  to  prevent  my  going  out 
of  the  chapel  on  Sunday  nights,  when  I  am  so 
hot|  bad  a  new  bed  put  up  in  the  study  at 
the  ohapely  and  there  I  have  slept  for 
scNue  time.  On  Thucsday  night  laat^  being 
jCbristrnas  eve,  I  went  there  to  bed  at  seven 
o^clock;  I  waked  up  at  midnight,  and  ehewed 
over  my  Cbristmas^day  text,  and  after  this 
dropped  off  again,  and  into  the  land  of  Npd  I  went 
I  dreamed  that  I  was  on  a  large  barren  common, 
and  a  person  stepped  up  to  me  and  told  me,  that 
was  the  way  to  the  mill ;  I  set  off  down  a  descent, 
and  soon  came  to  the  mill,  and  something  told 
me  that  there  wer^  none  in  that  place  but  what 
would  be  glad  to  see  me.  The  mill  stood  very 
pleasant,  and  before  it  a  beautiful  stone  building, 
and  at  the  front  of  that  a  delightful  river,  and 
one  lady  walking  by  it,  who  looked  at  me,  smiled 
and  curtseyed.  I  said,  You  have  been  at  great 
expence  here,  she  said  she  had,  and  I  awoke.     I 
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thought  of  the  two  grinding  at  the  mill,  the  one 
taken,  the  other  left,  and  of  Peter's  building  of 
living  stones,  and  of  John's  river  of  the  water  of 
life,  and  then  sunk  down  into  the  land  of  forget- 
fulness  again,  and  behold  another  dream. 

I  dreamed  that  I  was  in  a  very  large,  old,  and 
ruinous  house,  but  it  had  pleasant  gardens;  in 
this  house  there  was  you,  your  fiEither,  mother, 
Mary,'  and' John,  and  w&  all  walk^id  about  for 
some  time;  at  last  all  sat  down  im  a  large.  room» 
and  I  was  to: wash  the  feet  of  you  all  ::;1  was  to 
begin  with  you,  then  your  father  who  sat  next, 
then  yojur  mother,  then  Mary,  and:  then  John..  I 
began,  and  washed  your's  quite  clean,  and  when 
I  bad  done,:  you  looked  hard  at  me,  and  said, 
I  think  I  have ;  got  some  spots  about  my.  nose ; 
I  looked,  and  there  were  two  spots  upon^oi^e  cheek, 
one  upon  the  other,  and  two  little  ones  upon  your 
upper  lip.  :  I,  got  thos6.  off  the  same  .way  the 
Saviour  healed  the  blind  man,  I  spit  upon  my 
handkerchief,  and  rubbed  .them  all  off,  and  I 
thought  I  never  saw  you  :look  so  cheerful  in  my 
life.  I  then  began  upon  your .  fothery  but  by  the 
motion  of  my  arms  in.  rnbbing,  I  awoke  myself, 
before  I  had  finished  the  work  that  I  was  to 
do. 

I  thought  of  onr  Lord's  washing  the  disciplesf 
feet,  and  of  Peter's  desire. to  have  the  same  to  be 
done  to .  his  hands  and  his  head,  and  of  our 
Lord's  answer  to  him ;  and  then  I  thought  of  this 
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text,  ^^  If  I  thebi  your  Lord  and  Master,  have 
Vwashed  your  fe6^  ye  also  ought  to  wash  one  ano- 
ther's feet,"  John  xiii.  J4.  Then  I  considered 
what  that  of  washing  one  another's  feet  should 
mean,  and  likewise  what  is  meant  by  the  feet. 
Those  Who  believe  in  Christ  are  pardoned,  justi- 
fied, and  sanctified,  and  therefore  complete  in 
Christ,  and  of  course  clean  every  whit,  and  need 
no  more  washing,  save  to  wash  the  feet ;  which 
signifies  the  whole  of  our  conversation  through 
life  in  the  course  of  our  pilgrimage,  in  which  we 
often  offend  in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  and 
which  disquiets  the  mind,  disturbs  our  peace, 
offends  our  conscience,  weakens  our  faith,  en- 
courages satan,  and  brings  on  the  rod  of  God. 
^^What  I  do  thou  knowest  not  now,"  says  Jesus 
to  Simon,  *^but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter,"  John 
xiii.  7;  wJiich  was  fulfilled  when  Peter  fell,  then 
he  wanted  hiis  feet  washed,  for  he  was  down, 
and  his  mouth  too,  for  be  had  cursed  and 
swore. 

But  what  can  be  meant  by  washing  one  ano- 
ther's feet,  did  the  apostles  ever  do  this  ?  I  believe 
not.  How  does  the  Lord  purge  and  save  us? 
"With  the  washing  of  water,  by  the  word," 
Ephes.  V.  26;'  this  is.  the  way  that  he  sanctifies 
and  cleanses  his  church :  that  water  i^  the  renew- 
ing of  the  Holy  Ghost,  called  the  washing  of 
regeneration,   Titusiii.  5.     But  then  why  is  it 
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called^  tlje  wasbiqg  of  water  by  the  wor4? 
Because  God  gives  testimoDy  to  the  word  of  hts 
grace,  by  accompanying  it  with  tbe  Holy  Spirit; 
the  word  comes  io  power,  in  tbe  Holy  Ghost,  aod 
in  much  assurance,  1  Thess.  L  5;  therefore  to 
preach  comforting,  and  encouraging  words  to 
fallen  saints,  backsliding  souls,  and  to  such  as 
have  o^ended,  the  Holy  Spirit  applying  the  word> 
pardon  and  peace  i3  renewed,  and  tbe  feet  are 
afresh  washed  again* 

By  the  cheeks  of  my  little  one,  I  ^understand 
the  heart  and  conscience,  for  when  diese  are 
clean  we  can  lift  up  oar  face  without  spot  to 
God,  Job  xi  15;  but  when  these  are  foul,  I  am 
bow^d  down,  I  am  so  troub^  I  canoot  look  up. 
The  spot  on  my  Jittle  one's  Up,  betolcen  some 
muUerings ;  your  lips  have  muttei^d  perverfieoesfi, 
saith  the  prophet ;  and  of  himself  at  canv^raion 
he  says,  /*  I  am .  a  man  of  unclean .  lips/*  Thus 
has  the  Lord  told  me  what  thou  hast  been  at,  aod 
I  was  employed  to  rub  it  all  off,  and  who  knows 
but  the  living  water  may  attend  this  epistle,  and 
do  the  work  of  the  whole  dream ;  I  never  iin<» 
derstood  these  things  of  washing  the  feet  so  clear 
before.  After  my  dreams,  I  bad  a  glorious  tune  in 

the  pulpit,  and  after  that  good  news  frcnn 4 

I  have  hope  of  £ve  poor  soul  there.  About 
three  weeks  before  Chr]^tma3,  now  tweoty^eight 
years  agO|  I  was  brought  forth  the  second  tiine^ 
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01)  which  I  thoi^fat  with  many  tearSr  I  send  this 
to  B.  expecting  you  are  altogether  there.  My 
most  cordial  love  to  fatthcar,  mother,  Mary,  and 
John. 


God  bless  you  all, 


W.  H«  S»  S. 


LETTER  V. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Being  returned  from  the  joirraey,  I  am 
coming  lo  enquire  bow  my  beloved  friend  does. 
I  see  I  have  not  kboyred  in-  vain  in  ■  ,  some 
have  shook  themselves  from  the  dast,  aad  loosed 
the  ban^  of  their  neck ;  while  others  look  out 
of  obscurity^  and  striiggte  to  conie  ibrtfi  oat  oi 
their  holes :  some  hang  their  harpa  on  Ite  w3* 
low a^  and  two  or  three  go  forth  in  the  danc^  of 
them  that  make  merry. 

But  how  is  it  with  my  old  companion  id  tn^ 
vai)  ?  I  hUve  no  doubt  but  her  mind  is  oftea 
buffeted,  her  understanding  beclooded»  her  peace 
disquieted,  her  resting  place  disturbed,  her  mi- 
belief  strengthened,  and  every  good  thooght* 
scattered ;  bat  after  all,  this  is  no  more  than  the 
devilTs  works,  moving  oar  inbrfed  corruptions: 
and  this  we  know  is  the  war  that  God  himself 
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has  cliUed  us  to,  and  Christ  is  the  captain  of  all 
these  forceSi  and  of  our  salvation ;  and  we  are 
to  be  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that 
bath  loved  us.  All  the  devil's  malice  is  against 
Christ,  and  faith  in  him,  but  this  is  not  attended 
with  the  sword  of  justice ;  no  sting  of  unpardoned 
guilty  no  rebukes  with  flames  of  fire,  no  piercing 
curses  from  the  holy  law,  no  arrows  from  God's 
quiver,  no  vindictive  wrath  reflected  from  God!s 
anger,  no  black  despair,  no  evident  token  of 
perdition,  no  dread  of  damnation. 

Nay,  so  far  from  this,  we  find  that  after  every 
onset  is  over,  that  the  Lord  coines  in  and  revives 
the  work,  gives  fresh  strength,  repairs  all  our 
losses,  recruits  our  ammunition,  and  gives  fresh 
iortitude  .  to  renew  the  war ;  and  surely  those 
soldiers  fight  well  who  are  thus  honoured,  encou** 
raged,  and  led  on  in  the  field  of  action  again  and 
again.  And  sure  I  am  that  there  would  not  be 
any  renewing  of  our  strength,  no  mqre  encou- 
ragement, no  more  visits,  na smiles,  no  reviving' 
cordials,  no  good  cheer ;  nor  would  he  ever  lead 
us  forth  again,  if  he  did  not  approve  of  the 
war,  and  of  our  conduct  in  the  war  :  nor  do  we 
fight  and  beat  the  air.  We  have  gotten  fev, 
life,  lights  peace,  rest,  faith,  hope,  love,  and 
meeknesjs  already  in  possession,  which  are  the 
first  fruits;  and  when  we  are  so  bewildered  as  to 
lose  Bight  of  all  these,  a  thousand  worlds  would 
not  purchase  our  share  in  these  things,  even  then 
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when  we  have  nothing  left. but  the  bare  retnem- 
brance  of  them.  Keep  on,  the  Lord  of  Hosts  is 
both  our  Commander  and  our  armour/  and  we 
are  no  more  than  mere  machines  in  this  wan 
Kind  loveto  Mary,  and  accept  the  same. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETrER  VI. 

TO  THE  SAiyiE. 

Crick]ewood,  Edgeware  Road. 
My  dearly  Beloved  in  the  Lord,  « 

Youa*s  came  safe  to  hand,  and  I  was  glad  to 
hear  of  the  reviral  of  the  good  work  in  thee ;  and 
indeed  it  is  no  more  than  what  I  firmly  believed 
would  be  the  case  'when  I  set  out  '  God  will  not 
contend  for  ever,  nor  will  he  be  always  wrath ; 
^'  His  anger  endures  but  a  moment,  in  his  favour 
is  life;  weeping  may  endure  for  a  night,  but  joy 
cometh  in  the  nMrning,^  Psal.  xxx.  5.  Our  souls 
are  naturally  wedded  to  the  law ;  a  self-righteous 
spirit  which  is  natural  to  us,*  often  betrays  us 
into  a  labyrinth  of  bondage,  hence  the  apostle 
intimates,  that  there  is  a  necessity  of  being 
divorced  from  the  law,  by  the  condemning  sen** , 
tence  thereof*      **  Wherefore,  my  brethren,  ye 
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also  are  become  dead  to  the  law,  that  ye  should 
be  married  to  another,  even  to  him  who  is  raised 
from  the  dead,  that  we  should  bring  forth  fruit 
unto  God/'  Rom.  vii.  4. 

A  legal  spirit  betrays  us  into  slavish  fear,  and 
slavish  fear,  which  the  law  communicates,  influ- 
enceth  the  soul,  and  mingleth  wrath  and  terror 
with  it;  it  gendereth  to  bondage,  Gal.  iv.  24: 
and  the  motions  of  sin  which  are  by  the  law 
discovered,  irritated,  and  stirred  up,  such  as 
enmity,  unbelief,  and  rebellion,  work  in  our 
members,  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death,  Rom. 
vii.  5.  Hence  my  dear  little  one  may  see  the 
need  of  a  divorce  from  the  law,  because  it  can 
give  no  life,  and  therefore  under  it  dead  fruits 
and  nothing  else  can  be  brought  forth.  But  the 
bond  of  the  new. covenant  is  love,  and  the  bond 
of  the  old  covenant  is  wraths  hence  it  is  said  to 
tirork  wrath ;  and  as  it  binds  the  sinner  over  to 
punishment,  so  the  poor  criminal  is  kept  in  tor^ 
menting  fear  of  punishment,  and  bowed  down  to 
the  meditations  of  terror. 

Unpardoned  guilt,  and  the  law's  curse,  always 
go  together;  and  the  curse  and  wrath  of  a  broken 
law  hold  the  sinner  fast ;  nor  can  he  ever  get  free, 
but  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb:  "The  sling  of 
death  is  sin,  and  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law," 
1  Cor.  XV.  S6.  Faith  eyes  the  atonement  and 
satisfaction  of  Christ,  and  deals  with  his  blood  for 
pardon;  and  when  applied,  .^' By  the  blood  of, 
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tby  coireiiaQt;'^  says^  the  Fatber,  "  I  bare  sent 
ficN^th  thj  prisoners  out  of  tbe  pi^  wherein  is.  no 
warter.  Turn  ye  to  the  atroog  hold|  ye  prisoners 
of  hope/'  Zech.  ix..l  1,  IS.  Tbi«  is  God's  con- 
mandy  that  Chrisf  s  prisoners  of  hope  turn  their 
eyes  to  bim^  who  is  their  high  tower,  strong  holdi 
Btnd  salegaardy  Nabum  i  ?• 

I  have  informed  liiy  littk  one,  fbat  the  bond  of 
the  covenant  of  grace  is  love ;  a  covjenant  ia  a 
bargain  made  between  two  persons  or  more; 
God's  covenant  was  a  bargain  made  between 
God  and  his  son,  in  which  bargain  God  promised 
and  fixed  hia  free  love  upon  us,  and  ordained  U4 
to  life  and  ^ofy.  Christ  on  his  part  agreed  to 
take  our  nature,  and  die  to  redeem  us  from  sin, 
and  froiti  the  curse  that  we  were  under,  by  obey- 
ing the  law,  and  dying  in  our  room  and  stead; 
and  this  was  the  debt  which  the  surety  paid  down. 
The  bond  of  the  covenant  was,  that  God  pro-^ 
mised  upon  the  satisfaction  of  Christ  to  turn  his 
wrath  from  us,  and  to  love  us  freely,  and  to  con- 
tinue us  for  ever  in  his  love ;  hence  he  sends  ua 
out  of.  the  pit,  and  discharges  us,  and  likewise 
chaatens  us  as  a  proof  of  bis  love  to  us ;  and 
after  he  has  caused  us  to  pass  under  this  chas« 
tening  rod,  he  brings  us  into  the  bond  of  the 
covenant,  that  is,  he  reveals  his  love  to  us.  This 
love  is  to  cast  out  the  fear  and  torment  peculiar 
to  the  old  covenant,  that  the  blessings  of  the 
better  covenant  may  come  into  our  souls^  namely, 
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life  and  peace,  MaL  ii  5.  Life  and  peace  in  the 
new  covenant,  are  the  fruits  and  effects  of  pardon 
and  justification/  as  guilt  and  death  were  the 
fruits  and  effects  of  condemnation  by  the  old 
covenant  ^       ■ 

Let  'my  little  one  read  and  ponder  these  things 
over,  and  let  her  observe,  that  by  the  bond  of 
love  which  God  fixed  on  us  in  Christ,  and  which 
we  feel  when  we  are  enabled  to  exercise  faith  on 
the  Son  of  God,  is  the  bond  of  union  between 
Christ  and  us ;  hence  he  is  flesh  of  our  flesh,  by 
bis  incarnation,  and  we  are  one  spirit  with  him, 
being  joined  to  him  in  love.  And  as  the  cove- 
nant of  promise  is  ratified  by  the  death  of  Christ, 
it  stands  fast,  having  the  unchangeable  love  of 
God,  the  oatti  of  God,  the  promise  of  God,  the 
faithfulness  and  truth  of  God,  the  blood  of 
Christ,  and  the  witness  of  the  Spirit  for  its 
basis. 

God,  that  we  might  be  safe,  has  made  Christ 
our  everlasting  Father,  husband,  and  elder 
brother;  and  has  appointed  bim  in  our  nature 
to  be  the  judge  of  quick  and  dead,  thai  1^  may 
avenge  us  of  our  enemies,  and  reward  us  with 
the  kingdom  and  glory  which  he  hath  predes- 
tinated us  to,  and  prepared  for  us.  It  is  our 
heavenly  Father's  will  that  none  of  Christ  s  little 
ones  should  perish,  but  have  everlasting  lifie;,  and 
bo  raised  up  at  the  last  day;  and  Christ  who  is 
our  lover^  and  the  fiiithfol  and  true  witness^  must 
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reign  till  this  is  done ;  ^*  The  last  enemy  that  shall: 
be  destroyed  is  death."  .Have  been  much  tempted 
and  exercised  lately,  and  am  but  poorly  in  body, 
but  hope  ever  to  remain, 

Dear  little  one, 

Your's,  most  affectionately  in  the  best  of  bonds, 

W.  H,  S.  S. 


LETTER  VII, 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Cricklewood,  Friday  Moniing.^ 
Dearly  Beloved  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied^  for  it  b 
God's  most  faithful  promise,  that  those  which  be 
planted  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  shall  flourish  in 
the  courts  of  our  God,  or  as  the  New  Testament 
explains  it,  they  shall  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  first  grace  planted  in  the  heart  is  fear, 
"  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wis- 
dom ;"  and  though  this  fear  has  at  first  an  angry 
God  for  its  object;  and  therefore  slavery  attends 
it,  and  we  tremble  at  iis  wordj  and  every  sin 
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pierces  US,  and  conscience  being  /authorised  and 
cooums3ioiied  to  act  against  us,  yet  this  serves  to 
hedge  up  our  way  with  thorns^  so  that  we  cannot 
find  any  pleasure  in  our  old  paths  as  usual;  this 
makes  us  sick  of  going  astray.  ^^  Before  I  was 
afflicted  I  went  astray/'  says  the  Psalmisti  '^  but 
now  have  I  kept  thy  word,"  Psal.  cxix.  67. 

The  second  grace  is  faith ;  this  persuades  the 
mind,  and  by  some  distant  views  of  the  love  of 
God,  it  draws  the. heart  from  off  all  trust  in  self, 
to  confide  in  the  mercy  of  the  mediator ;  it  sets 
the  soul  to  call  upon  God  with  a  peradventure 
we  may  be  heard ;  it  credits  God  as  most  true  in 
all  he  says,  and  mixes  itself  with  whatever  we 
read  or  hear,  and  makes  us  feel  the  same,  whether 
it  bq  reprpof  or  rebuke,  comfort  or  encourage- 
ment. And  as  it  gathers  strength,  it  applies  the 
promises,  and  Leads  the  heart  to  believe  that 
greater  things  are  yet  to  be  done  in  us;  and 
having  life  in  it,  or  its  being  a  lively  faith  in 
God's  mercy,  through  Christ,  it  is  the  substance 
of  things  hoped  for,  or  et^nal  life  already  in 
the  soiil ;  and  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen  ; 
for  it  assures  the  mind  of  salvation,  and  that 
assurance,  like  an  evidence  or  witness,  silences  all 
gaiosayers. 

The  third  grace  is  hope,  and  hope  is  founded 
on  faith,  for  what  I  believe  God  has  given,  that 
I  hope  to  enjoy^  and  live  in  expectation  of  it; 
therefore  hope  respects  something  future,  some- 
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thing  good,  ^cunethiag  promiftod,  and  somediiiig 
desirable.  God  gives  this  grace ;  through  Christ 
we  'hope  in  God  who  is  faithful,  and  expect  upon 
the  warrant  of  his  premise,  the  glory  that  is  to  be 
revealed.  Fear  Cdunleracts  presumption ;  Auth 
guards  us  fwm  the  cQTse  of  a  broken  law ;  and 
hope  forbids  despair.  « 

The  fourth  gra^e  is  peace :j  this  informs  u«  of 
reconciliEUion  and  friendship*  with  God,  und  is 
the  ff  ult  and  effect  of  pardon^  and  of  JMStification, 
and  a  sure  sign  of  union  with  Christ ;  '^Inthe 
world  you  shall  have  tribulation,  but  in  me  yoa 
shall  have  peace."  This  is  one  blessing  of  the 
covenant,  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  and  one  blessed 
ifigredient  of  the  heaveiily  glory;  **  They  shall 
enter  into  peace,'*  Isai.  Ivii.  2.  Peace  is  a 
cali»  within,  when  there  are  storms  without; 
and  is  an  eternal  cessation  of  arms  with  God, 
when  at  war  with  the  worid^  the  .flesh,  and  the 
-devil. 

S.  Patience.  The  business  of  this  grace  is  to 
keep  us  waiting  for  what  we  expect,  it  forbids 
hastiness,  peevishness,  fretfulness,  turbulence,  and 
disquietude,  and  is  intended  to  compose  the 
mind  in  a  sea  of  trouUes,  to  iceep  us  wajtiog 
God^s  pleasure,  and  God's  time  for  our  deliver- 
anbe ;  '^'^  la  ffatience  po69es^  yo  youi^  souls.  But 
there  shall  not  aii  hair  of  your  head  perish/* 
Luke  xxi,  16,  1$.  "  The  Lord,*'  the  Spirit, 
'^direct   your  ^aits.  into  the  loj^  of  God^ 
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and  into  a  patient  waiting  for  Christ,"  2  Thess. 
11.  3,  5. 

6.  Meekness.  This  grace  is  intended  to  ease 
the  burthened  mind,  to  assuage  the  grief  of  the 
heart,  and  to  vent  the  heavy  troubles  of  the  soul 
by  contrition,  compunction,  brokeuness  tf  heart, 
and  by  a  flood  of  tears;  otherwise  when -pcief^ 
and  distress  fill  the  soul,  it  would  vent  itself  in 
rebellion,  murmuring,  rage,  and  fury,  and  dis- 
tress would  coiiie  out  of  the  mouth  by  muttering 
perverseness,  as  always  is  the  case  of  those  whose 
souls  are  filled  with  grief  and  desperate  sorrow, 
Isa.  xvii.  1 1 ;  sorrow  that  has  no  remedy,  sorrow 
that  has  nothing  but  djBspair  and  desperation  for 
its  object  But  when  the  heart  of  God's  chil- 
dren are  pregnant  with  grie^  either  the  old  man 
or  the  new  man  will  give  it  vent:  if  the  former  it 
is  in  anger,  and  rebellion ;  if  the  latter  it  is  in 
tears,  prayers,  and  contrition. 

Moses  was  the  meekest  man  on  earth,  and 
almost  in  every  sore  trial  he  falls  on  his  face  and 
.weeps  to  God ;  but  now  and  tjien  it  was  not  sq, 
and  then  it  is  said,  *^  Moses  was  wroth."  Again, 
be  says  to  God,  '^Have  I  begotten  them,  that 
thou  shouldest  say  unto  me.  Carry  them  in  thy 
bosom,  as  a  nursing  father,  beareth  the  sucking 
child ;  and  if  thou  deal  thus  with  me,  kill  me  I 
pray  thee  out  of  hand,  and  let  me  not  see  my 
wretchedness.''  Again,  "  Hear  now  ye  rebels ; 
must  we  fetch  water  for  you  out  of  this  rock  ?" 
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''  They  provoked  bis  spirit,  so  that  he  spake  un- 
advisedly with  his  lips."  "  They  envied  Moses 
also  in  the  camp^  and  Aaron  the  saint  of  the  Lord ; 
so  that  it  went  ill  with  Moses  for  their  sakes," 
PsaL  cvi.  33,  16,  32  ;  for  he  was  not  suffered  to 
enter  t^e  promised  land.  Hence  the  Lord^s  ex- 
hortation, V  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your 
souls;"  and  Paul's  exhortation  is,  "  Follow  after 
righteousness,  meekness^  patience,  charity,  with 
all  them  that  call  upon  God  out  of  a  pure 
heart." 

7.  Love.  This  grace  is  called  the  bond  of  all 
perfectness,  it  is  the  fulfilment  of  all  law,  and 
the  glory  of  the  everlasting  gospel ;  and  every 
blessing  flows  from  it,  even  Cbrist  himself :  "  God 
so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only-begotten 
Son,"  that  we  might  live  through  him.  The  Holy 
Ghost  sheds  this  love  abroad  in  our  hearts, 
through  Christ  Jesus,  and  it  disarms  the  squI  of 
all  that  slavish  fear,  and  bondage)  and  torment, 
which  is  peculiar  to  servants  in  the  flesh ;  it 
casts  out  doubts,  and  all  that  legal  bondage  that 
debases  the  soul  to  a  mean,  low,  and  base  dispo- 
sition, which  is  but  eye  service,  or  service  ex^ 
torted  by  the  fears  of  punishment.  It  enriches 
and  ennobles  the  mind,  it  leads  the  soul  to  b^ 
satisfied  and  delighted  in  the  favour,  w.orship, 
and  service  of  God^  and  by  this  cord  of  the 
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}ov€  of  God,  God  says,  he  draws  us,  I  have 
drawn  them  with  the  cords  of  love  as  with  flie 
bands  of  a  man  ;  by  this  he  allures,  wooes,  wit|p, 
and  powerfully  constrains  us  with  a  sweet  omni- 
potence,  ai^d  with  an  omnipotent  sweetness,  to 
follow  hard  after  him.  All  other  graces  but  this 
will  pass  through  a  change;  fear  will  terminate 
in  fortitude,  faith  in  fruition,  hope  in  full  enjoy- 
ment,  patience  into  eternal  placidity,  meekness 
in  endless  joy— but  charity  never  faileth,  but 
is  always  the  same. 

I  have  written  these  few  scraps  to  entertain 
thee,  and  to  keep  thy  mind  heavenly,  knowing 
thou  hast  not  the  opportunity  of  hearing  the 
word,  which  is  no  small  mortification  to  those  that 
have  an  appetite  for  the  bread  of  life;  but  God 
promises  to  hear  the  prayer  of  the  poor  and 
needy  that  seek  water,  when  there  is  none,  and 
that  he  will  not  forsake  them.  There  is  a  heavy 
cloud  hangs  over  our  head,  but  the  greatest  part 
apprehend  no  danger,  but'  their  security  is  a  bad 
;5igh  to  me.  Stand  fast  my  dear  friend,  and 
cleave  close  to  thy  God,  and  remember  how  great 
things  he  has  done  for  you  in  calling  you  out  of 
this  sinful  world,  and  calling  you  to  the  fellowship 
of  his  dear  Son;  it  is  his  will  that  you  should 
remember  your  Creator  in  the  days  of  your  youtli, 
while  the  evil  days  come  not.  Mr.  B.  at  B. 
idetermines  to  preach  no  more  in  the  church,  but 
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is  looking  out  for  a  chapel.     Give  my  love  to 
Aqnt. 

Your  willing  Servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  VIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


The  Cabin,  Tuesday  Mornings  4  o'Clock. 

Last  night  just  before  going  inta  the  pulpit, 
poor  James  brought  in  thine  epistle  to  me,  with 
the  good  tidings  of  father  and  mother  being  better, 
which  quite  dissolved  my  soul  in  love  to  my  God, 
who  i$  so  kind  as  to  listen  to  the  pitiful  entreaties 
of  poor  rebellious  mortals.  My  heart  was  filled 
with  love,  admiration,  and  pious  grief,  but  I 
could  not  pour  it  out,  though  my  heart  was  hot, 
and  in  holy  motion  for  a  thank-offering. 

After  service  came  in  one  from  S.  another  from 
M.  another  who  lives  in  Town,  and  this  morning 
two  more  are  coming,  so  that  I  ordered  my  fire  to 
be  lighted  at  four  o'clock,  which  it  was,  and  the 
offering  abode  with  me  till  opportunity  offered. 
I  can  say  with  truth  that  a  meek,  submissive, 
praying  frame,  has  abode  with  me  ever  since  I 
left  B.  and  yesterday  was  a  whole  day  of  prayer. 
I  was  so  grieved  at  seeing  poor  father  and  raothjsr 
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so  illy  and  so  low^  and  I  thought  of  your  cold 
collation  which  satan  would  prepare  at  youp 
return,  in  order  to  quench  every  spark  that  came 
from  the  altar  of  burnt-offering,  and  therefore  put 
up  innumerable  petitions  on  that  head;  and  what 
I  said  and  thought  when  I  set  out  for  B.  is  true, 
that  God  would  do  more  in  answer  to  prayer, 
than  all  medicines  had  done. 
-  A  praying  frame  was  given  me  as  soon  as  I  saw 
your  mother,  and  my  heart  abode  full  for  some 
time  before  I  could  pour  it  out,  and  I  pursued  it 
all  the  time  I  was  there ;  and  though  I  saw  them 
little  better  I  was  not  discouraged,  but  persevered, 
and  now  I  set  to  my  sgal  that  God  is  true.  And 
now  God  requires  many  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments and  thank-offerings,  and  this  I  have  found 
by  late  experience  establishes  the  answer  granted. 
Without  this,  matters  will  go  back  again ;  do  you 
observe  this,  **  Call  upon  me  in  the  time  of 
trouble,  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt  glorify 
me,"  mark  that.  Sure  I  am  that  neither  afflictions, 
diseases,  devils,  nor  sinners,  can  stand  before  the 
united /orce  of  the  camp  of  the  saints,  when  tb6 
Bhield  of  faith,  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  and  all 
prayer  from  the  armoury  of  God  are  brought  forth 
against  them.  When  I  call  upon  God  my  ene- 
mies shall  be  turned  back;  this  I  know,  for  God 
is  for  me,  Psal.  Ivi.  9 ;  mark  that. 

I  have  made  up  my  mind,  should  God  spare 
my  life,  to  spend  one  week  at  the  he.w  house  at 


35 

Christmas,  in  order  to  consecrate  the  new  pulpit 
which  I  intend  to  have  made  for  the  new  houQCt 
and  if  possible  will  preach  there  on  Christmas- 
day  ;  for  I  know  that  poor  souls  in  the  best 
frames  will  wither  without  the  word,  we  know  oot 
the  worth  till  we  know  the  want.  But  my  refuge, 
my  hiding-place,  my  only  resource  is  a  throne  of 
grace.  O  Betsy,  if  thou  didst  but  know  tlie  ten- 
thousandth  part  of  the  benefits  of  this  throne,  and 
of  the  mediation  and  intercession  of  Christ,  and 
of  the  fulness  of  grace  that  is  in  him,  and  of  the 
delight  that  God  takes  in  the  prayer  of  his  people, 
and  of  the  aid  and  assistance  that  the  Spirit  gives 
us  therein,  and  of  the  gains,  profits,  and  increase 
gained  thereby;  sick  or  sorry,  miserable  or  merry, 
high  or  low,  dead  or  alive,  thou  wouldst  pay  thy 
constant  visits  there* 

Perhaps  there  are  few  in  the  land  of  the  living 
that  carry  on  more  trade  at  this  divinely  Royal 
Exchange,  than  the  much-despised  Coal-heaver, 
and  my  soul  knows  the  immortal  and  eternal 
gains.  It  keeps  up  the  life  of  godliness,  and 
when  the  soul  is  lively  it  is  contented  and  happy, 
"  For  godliness  with  contentment  is  great  gam,*' 
mark  that.  And  now  let  my  poor  little  one 
observe  the  sweet  motions  of  the  heavenly  dove  ; 
when  troubles  appear  he  will  fill  the  mouth  wUh 
petition^  and  the  heart  whh  sorrow,  that  is,  for 
prayer.  When  deliverances  appear,  and  our 
Worthiness  is  considered,  meekness  operates,  that 
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id  for  thank-ofTerings;  when  high  joys  spring  up, 
that  is  for  praise,  called  the  sacrifices  of  joy,  and 
declaring  hb  works  with  rejoicing;  when  corrup- 
tions rise,  and  sins  prevail,  it  is  for  confession. — 
Mark  these  things  and  observe  them. 

Last  Sunday  was  ordinance  day.  I.  have 
worked  very  bard  lately,  nor  have  I  experienced 
any  frowns,  desertions,  rebukes,  nor  reproofs, 
since  I  returned,  which  is  often  the  case,  but  have 
been  much  indulged  with  access  to  my  God. 
Read  this  to  poor  mother  with  my  love. 

God  bless  thee, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER  IX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Cricklewood,  Edgeware  Road. 
Dear  Betoy, 

r 

I  DID  intend  and  much  wished  for  a  private 
walk  with  thee  across  the  field,  to  have  enquired  a 
little  how  the  best  of  causes  went  on,  and  whether 
the  noblest  work  under  heaven  prospered  in  thee; 
but  the  weather  proved  unfavourable.  But  the 
Doctor  and  his  friend  can  say  what  few  young 
lovers  can  say,  and  that  is,  that  our  love  is  from 
above,  and  our  union  shall  never  be  dissolved,  for 
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we  are  brother  and  sister  in  the  noblest  ties,  and 
kindred  souls  in  the  eternal  affections  of  God« 
My    soul  loves  none  but  such,   however  kind, 
however    liberal,    however  agreeable,    however 
handsome.     I  can  always  find  my  spirit  dissolve, 
melt  down,  run  together,  mingle  with,  cement  to, 
and  unite  with,  those  in  the  furnace,  those  in  soft 
contrition,  those  in  sorrow  after  God,  those  in 
gospel  simplicity,  those  in  humili^,  and  those  of 
a  teachable    and   tractable  spirit     These    will 
crawl  into  my  heart,  and  steal  away  one  corner  or 
other  of  it;  and  to  tell  thee  all  the  truth,  my  dear 
Betsy  kept  a  slice  when  I  left  Gasson's  Bower. 
But  far  be  it  from  me  to  bring  a  charge  of  theft 
agaixist  thee,  knowing  that  thou  art  willing  to  live 
honestly,  and  must  live  so,  for  conscience  will  not 
suffer  it  to  be  otherwise.     We  will  call  it  an 
exchange,   for  a  bit  of  her  heart  was  willingly 
spared  to  go  to  town  with  me — this  is  no  robbery. 
Fear  not,  Betsy,  ^'  He  that  receiveth  whomso- 
ever I  send  receiveth  me,  and  he  that  receiveth  me, 
receiveth  him  that  sent  me.''    This  is  the  three- 
fold cord  that  shall  never  be  broken.     It  is  the 
bond  of  God  the  Father's  love,  displayed  in  the 
gift  and  revelation  of  Christ  to  the  preacher;  this 
cord  by  the  preacher  is  stretched  out  and  another 
feels  it,  and  receives  the  messenger  for  the  sake  of 
the  message,  and  by  receiving  the  sent,  he  receives 
Christ  the  sender,    and  by  receiving  Christ  he 
receives  the  Father  that  sent  him:  and  then  truly 
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we  bare  fellowship  both  with  the  Father  and  tb« 
Son.  **  He  that  lovetb  his  brother  abidetb  in  the 
light/'  and  if  we  walk  in  the  li^t,  then  have  we 
fellowship  one  with  another,  1  John  i.  7- 

Thus  afe  our  souls  bound  up  by  God  the 
Father  in  the  bond  of  his  eternal  love  with  Christ, 
and  all  that  are  thus  bound  up  shall  live,  hence 
we  are  said  to  be  bound  up  in  the  bundle  of  life 
with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  our  Gpd.  Love  and 
life  are  inseparably  connected  together;  if  God 
circumcise  our  heart  to  love  him,  it  is  that  we  may 
five,  **And  we  know  that  we  are  passed  from 
death  to  life  because  we  love  the  brethren.'* 
I  can  truly  say  that  the  first  child  that  ever  God 
called  by  me,  I  found  more  love  to,  than  to  all  in 
the  world  beside;  and  I  was  much  frightened 
and  terrified  at  it,  and  satan  tried  me  sorely  about 
it,  because  the  object  was  a  woman ;  and  to  shud 
the  snare  as  the  cavilling  devil  suggested  it  to  me, 
I  would  hardly  suffer  the  poor  creature  to  come 
to  my  house,  or  even  to  speak  to  me,  which  almost 
broke  her  heart.  But  soon  after  God  called  her 
husband,  and  I  found  the  same  love  to  him,  this 
discovered  satan's  snare  and  his  lie,  and  led  me  to 
an  unctuous  experience  of  this  text,  "  Ye  are 
taught  of  God  to  love  one  another,''  1  Thess.  iv.  9. 
Surely  none  can  lay  nearer  my  heart  than  your 
poor  father  and  his  family,  yea,  every  one  of 
them;  nor  do  I  forget  you  in  my  poor  imperfect 
prayers  one  day  in  the  year;  but  this  I  do  not 
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mention  that  there  is  any  reliance  to  be  put  on  tny 
prayers,  but  to  let  you  know  that  your  family  lies 
near  niy  heart,  for  many  people  have  more  con- 
fidence in  my  poor  prayers  than  I  have  myself, 
and  think  God  will  hear  me  for  them,  when  I 
cannot  believe  that  he  will  grant  me  the  least 
request,  so  strong  at  times  is  my  unbelief. 

I  beg,  dear  Betsy,  that  no  temptations  may 
lead  you  to  believe,  that  any  one  fiery  dart  of 
satan  hath  ever  been  hurled  at  thee,  but  such  as 
is  common  to  man.  We  hang  in  an  even  balance, 
for  God  weighs  both  men  and  their  actions^  yea, 
saith  the  wise  man,  he  weigheth  the  spirits,  Prov. 
:xvi.  2 ;  and  we  rise  and  fall  as  the  Spirit  operates, 
or  ceases  to  operate.  Corruption  entered  the 
heart  of  Eve  by  her  faith  in  satan's  he ;  grace 
enters  fh^  heart  by  faith  in  God^s  truth.  When 
God  withdraws  the  light  of  his  countenance, 
satan  comes,  and  tlie  soul  sinks ;  like  a  robber 
he  come3  with  violence,  and  we  heccme  hasty, 
pettish,  and  peevish*  He  stirs  up  confusioQ  and 
we  appear  a  riddle,  a  mystery ;  he  vaols  the  im- 
derstandin^  and  the  good  work  is  hid  ;  he  spseadsi 
a  dismal  gloom  aver  the  soul,  and  an  anuy  of 
terrors  surround  us,  or  dreadful  thin^  are 
expected ;  then  he  calls  up  camat  reason,  cr  an- 
belief,  and  when  these  work,  he  infiuences  iia 
with  his  own  sensations^  emnity  to  Go(^  maKce, 
rebellion,  and  desperation,  blasphemy  and  mad** 
ness,  and  sometimes  operates  as  an  unclean^  and 
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awfully  foul  spirit  These  names  he  bears,  and 
and  by  these  things  the  very  workings  of  the  mind 
of  devils  may  be  known.  At  other  times  he 
comes  changed,  and  HUs  us  with  self-pity,  and  the 
pleasing  things  of  flesh  and  blood,  but  all  against 
God.  Believe  him  not,  for  there  are  seven 
abominations  in  his  heart. 

When  God  shineS  the  veil  is  rent,  love  disperses 
the  gloom,  peace  succeeds  confusion,  meekness 
follows  upon  hastiness,  sorrow  is  exchanged  for 
rebellion,  and  sympathy  for  the  Lord  instead  of 
enmity.  Long  have  I  gone  up  and  down  in  this 
balance,  and  here  I  am. to  this  day,  nor  will 
times  ever  be  better  with  me;  every  time  the 
prince  of  this  world  cometh,  he  is  sure  tojind 
something  in  me  to  stir  up  and  work  upon  as  his 
allies ;  and  nothing  but  death  will  ever  cure,  or 
cleanse  me  of  them.  But  the  whole  work  of 
grace  remains  with  me,  all  God's  work  shall  out- 
live the  spawn  of  satau, , "  Grace  shall  reign." 
If  we  fall  it  raises  us  up,  if  we  baekslide  it  re- 
stores us,  if  we  get  dead  it  quickens  us,  if  sin  gets 
the  mastery  it  undermines  it,  if  we  contract  guilt, 
Christ's  love  and  our  sorrpw  disperse  it,  and  if 
we  stand  fast  it  is  God's  grace  keeps  us  j  if  we  get 
shut  up,  grace  lets  us  out,  if  into  chains,  grace 
makes  us  free  again.  God's  eternal  love,  which 
is  the  fountain  of  all  grace,  shall  reign  through 
the  obedience  of  Christ  unto  eternal  life. 

As  sure  as  ever  any  fiery  trial  comes  upon  thee, 
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SO  sure  will  the  Holy  Spirit  give  thee  some  hint^ 
or  item  of  it  before  it  cotaes,  or  else  alarm  thee 
to  fear,  to  look  out,  or  to  expect  something  as 
coming  on,  to  prepare  thee  to  receive  it,  without 
being  overmuch  alarmed  and  dismayed  at  him. 
*'  Behold,"  says  God  to  Moses,  *^  I  come  unto 
thee  in  thick  darkness."  **The  thing  that  I 
greatly  feared  is  fallen  upon  me,**  says  Job,  "and 
that  which  I  was  afraid  of,  is  come  unto  me,** 
Job  lii.  25.  "The  Holy  Ghost  witnesseth  in 
every  city,  saying,  that  bonds  and  afflictions  abide 
me,"  says  Paul,  Acts  xx.  23.  Let  Betsy  watch 
and  she  will  see  something  of  this  attend  her,  for 
God  speaks  once,  yea  twice,'  but  man  perceiveth 
it  not. 

I  am  at  present  very  low  in  body,  and  have  not 
preached  since  last  Lord's  day,  am  so  weak  in- 
wardly ;  and  the  doctor  seems  to  have  done  me 
little  good,  though  I  have  been  taking  medicine 
six  days.  I  am  to  finish  my  coiu^se  in  a  totterin<» 
tabernacle,  death  is  to  work  in  me  but  life  in 
others;  I  am  to  die  daily,  and  my  outward  man  is 
to  decay  by  piecemeal,  but  my  labour  is  not  to 
be  diminished ;  and  were  it  not  for  my  family, 
and  those  I  love  in  the  truth,  I  should  fetch  in  all 
my  comforts  from  the  grave;  I  am  truly  sick  of 
this  world,  and  of  the  uncertainty  of  all  things 
in  it.  I  pity  the  young  ones  that  are  in  the 
world,  for  spiritual  famine  is  before  them,  and 
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hypocrites  and  hypocrisy'  abound,  and  the  fan 
must  come  on.  I  have  passed  under  various 
changes  this  week,  but  this  joy  and  bitterness, 
rebellion  and  submission,  temptations  and  conso- 
lations, smiles  and  frowns,  visits  and  desertions^ 
the  pulpit  and  the  pillory,  will  have  an  end  some 
time.  And  surely  whenever  I  join  the  palm- 
branch  company  above,  it  may  be  said  of  me  as 
of  all  the  rest^  that  I  came  through  great  tribula^ 
tioo,  more  by  far  than  any  poor  wretch  that  hath 
appeared  on  the  earth  in  a  profession  in  my  day* 
Dear  Betsy,  God  bless  thee,  and  keep  thee  near 
to  himself  through  this  vain  life,  that  thou  mayest 
escape  the  corruptions  of  the  world,  and  the 
wrath  to  come.     So  prays, 

Thine  aflfectionate  Friend,  Brother,  and 
Servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON,  S.  S. 
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LETTER  X. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

The  Cabin,  Tuesday  Morning,  Four  o'Clotk* 

/ 
My  dear  Friend, 

YouR*s  came  to  band  last  oigb^  and  I  was 
glad  to  hear  you  are  well,  as  through  mercy  I  am 
at  present  I  had  a  good  day  on  Sunday  lasl^ 
and  a  comfortable  time  last  night,  God  is  good 
to  poor  unworthy  me,  and  to  the  poor  flock 
which  he  has  sent  me  to  feed*  Let  us,  my  dearly 
beloved  in  the  Lord,  covet  earnestly  the  best 
gifts,  for  this  God  bids  us  to  do.  Eliaba  begged 
that  a  double  portion  of  God's  spirit,  might 
rest  upon  him,  and  he  obtained  his  suit;  and 
Jabez  prayed  that  God's  hand  might  be  with 
him,  that  he  would  bless  him  indeed,  that  he 
would  enlarge  him,  and  keep  him  from  evil  that 
it  might  not  grieve  him,  and  God  granted  him 
his  request.  Solomon  craved  wisdom,  and  his 
petition  so  pleased  the  Lord  that  he  granted 
him  wisdom,  and  told  him  that  he  had  given 
him  that  which  he  had  not  asked,  namely,  riches 
and  honour,  as  none  never  had  before  him* 

Jacob  wrestled   for    a    blessing,    and    God's 
blessing  is  everlasting  life,  and  God  styles  himself 
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the  God  of  Jacobs  but  he  is  not  the  God  of  the. 
dead  but  of  the  living,  says  Christ,  which  shews 
that  Jacob  is  alive  with  God.  Moses  prayed, 
that  God's  presence  might  go  with  him,  and  that 
he  might  shew  him  his  way,  and  this  he  obtained. 
God  told  him,  "  My  presence  shall  go  with  thee, 
and  I  will  give  thee  rest."  These  men,  my  dear 
girl,  coveted  the  best  gifts,  even  spiritual  blessings 
in  heavenly  places,  and  I  am  fully  persuaded 
that  you  are  not  ignorant  of  these  things,  nor  of 
the  glorious  and  eternal  worth  of  them.  These 
are  the  things  which  alone  can  maKe  the  soul 
happy  in  life  and  death,  and  without  these  things 
life  is  vanity,  and  death  a  misery.  A  form  of 
godliness  without  the  power  leaves  us  without 
God  and  without  hope,  bu(;  not  so  fares  the 
believer  in  the  Son  of  God;  the  just  man  shall 
live  by  his  faith,  and  the  end  of  faith  is  the 
salvation  of  the  soul,  says  Peter,  a  blessed  end. 
Solomon  says,  "  The  wicked  is  driven  away  in 
his  wickedness,  but  the  righteous  hath  hope  in 
his  death." 

Remember  my  dear  little  one,  that  we  cannot 
love  God  unless  we  believe  in  Christ,  nor  can 
God  love  us  out  of  Christ,  so  says  the  Saviour ; 
"  The  Father  himself  loveth  you,  because  you 
have  loved  me,  and  have  believed  that  I  came 
forth  from  God,"  John  xvi.  27.  To  believe  in 
Christ,  gives  us  an  interest  in  his  death,  in  his 
blood  and  righteousness,   in  his    sacrifice  and 


45 

satisfaction,  in  his  love  and  in  bis  mercy,  and 
eternally  blessed  are  such  in  this  world  and  in 
the  next;  *' Blessed  are  the  dead  which,  die  in 
the  Lord,  they  rest  from  their  labours,  and  their 
works  do  follow  them." 

Now  I  know  that  you  are  well  acquainted  with 
these  things,  you  know  the  plague  of  the  human 
heart,  the  blessings  and  benefits  of  Christ's  death, 
the  preciousness  of  faith,  the  comforts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  the  sensible  enjoyments  of  the 
presence  of  God.  You  have  felt  the  sweetness 
of  these  things,  and  let  nothing  divert  your  mind, 
or  draw  you  away  from  them,  for  "  What  shall 
profit  a  man  if  he  gain/ the  whole  world,  and 
lose  his  own  soul  ?'*    Accept  my  kind  love, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XL 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Cabin,  Tuesday  Moroing,  Five  oVIock. 
Dearly  Beloved  in  the  Lord, 

Your's  came  to  hand  last  night,  and  1 
thank  you  for  it.  I  am  always  glad  to  hear  from 
you,  and  earnestly  desirous  of  knowing  how  you 
go  on,  and  was  glad  at  my  heart,  and  thankful  to 
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my  God,  for  the  visit  you  speak  of,  and  for  the 
energy  and  freedom  granted  to  you  at  the  throne 
of  grace,  by  the  promised  aid  and  assistance  of 
the  most  holy  Spirit  of  promise.  These  visits 
should  be  strictly  observed,  watched,  and  thank- 
foDy  acknowledged,  otherwise  we  displease  the 
holy  Comforter,  who  will  not  put  up  with  any 
slight,  nor  suffer  unthankfulness  to  pass  unre- 
sented.  And  remember  this  for  thy  comfort, 
that  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  supplication  is 
secured  to  us  by  an  everlasting  covenant,  and 
that  covenant  shall  never  be  removed  saith  the 
Lord  which  hath  mercy  on  us ;  and  that  mercy 
Paul  describes  thus :  **  Of  his  mercy  he  saves  us, 
with  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  the  re- 
newing of  the  Holy  Ghost.'* 

You  see,  my  dear  friend,  how  firm  God's 
covenant  stands,  and  how  nobly  and  richly  our 
covenant  mercies  and  blessings  are  secured,  both 
in  the  covenant,  and  in  the  covenant  head,  in 
whom  all  the  promises  are  yea,  and  amen,  to  the 
glory  of  God's  grace,  by  the  eternal  salvation  of 
we  poor  helpless  sinners.  The  more  grateful  we 
are  for  favours  received,  the  more  bold  may  we 
be  when  favours  are  wanted.  Gratitude  and 
thankfulness  are  fruits  acceptable,  and  well 
pleasing,  and  herein  is  our  heavenly  Father 
glorified,  that  we  bring  forth  much  fruity  John 
XV.  8. 

The  woman  in  the  Revelations  is  the  church  of 
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Christ,  sometimes  called  a  woman,,  sometimes 
a  city,  and  you  see  in  the  Galatiaus  that  Hagar, 
Mount  Sioai,  and  the  earthly  Jerusalem,  all 
signify  the  covenant  of  works,  and  all  that  are 
under  it.  Sarah,  the  covenant  of  grace,  and 
the  heavenly  Jerusalem  and  those  in  it,  are  one 
and  the  same  thing,  called  the  Lamb's  wife,  hence 
the  covenant  is  called  a  city,  and  so  are  the 
elect  in  it ;  ^^  Thou  shalt  be  called  the  redeemed 
of  the  Lord,  sought  out,  a  city  not  forsaken,'' 
Isai.  Ixii.  II.  The  devil  sent  forth  a  flood  of 
errors,  called  doctrines  of  devils,  after  the  woman, 
when  he  found  persecution  would  not  do;  arianism 
most  likely  was  the  flood  cast  out,  for  about  that 
time  it  was  said  that  all  the  world  was  arian, 
save  one  Athanasius;  but  the  earth  helped  the 
woman.  None  but  carnal  professors,  hypocri- 
tical persons,  and  earthly-minded  men  received 
it;  these  opened  their  mouth  and  received  the 
flood,  and  by  this  means  these  hypocrites  were 
made  manifest  and  purged  from  the  church,  and 
she  was  made  purer  and  shined  the  brighter  when 
they  were  gone;  and  they  turning  persecutors 
shewed  the  real  saints  the  effects  of  the  damn- 
able errors,  And  made  them  more  adherent  to, 
and  more  valiant  for  the  truth. 

Sometimes  when  wars  come  on,  satan  labours 
to  destro'y  the  saints,  as  war  is  called  a  desolating 
flood.     When  the  king  of  Assyria  sent  to  destroy 
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Jerusalem,  tidings  came  to  him  that  Tirhakab, 
king  of  Ethiopia,  is  qome  forth  to  war  with  thee, 
this  draws  him  away  from  Jerusalem.  Satan's 
aim  was  to  kill  the  Jews,  God  sent  him  against 
the  Ethiopians,  as  it  is  written ;  "  I  gave  Egypt 
for  thy  ransom,  Ethiopia  and  Seba  for  thee,'* 
Isai.  xliii.  3.  Thus  thd  wicked  are  a  ransom  for 
the  righteous,  and  transgressors  for  the  upright, 
Prov.  xxi.  18  ;  and  thus  also  the  earth  hplps  the 
woman. 

,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  all  the  strange 
dreams  have  respect  to  some  calamity  coming 
upon  the  poor  children  of  God,  for  the  creature 
in  mine  was  a  beast,  and  in  yours  not  much 
unlike  the  enemy  of  souls,  or  the  old  man  of 
sin,  or  death  the  king  of  terrors.  It  brings 
a  former  dream  to  my  mind  which  I  had,  relating 
to  all  your  family,  that  of  being  servant  of  all,  - 
for  I  washed  ail  your  feet ;  and  I  remember  one 
of  the  family  had  three  spots  on  her  face,  one  on 
tlie  cheek,  and  two  on  her  upper  lip,  all  which 
I  wiped  off  with  my  spittle  on  a  handkerchief, 
iQuch  of  this  is  already  fulfilled. 

I  preach  to-morrow  morning,  and  at  noon  set 
off.  I  intend  to  preach  Sunday,  Monday,  and 
Tuesday,  and  then  return.  All  the  chapels 
are  shut  against  me;  I  am  to  preach  in  a  barn. 
Farewell,  God  bless  thee.  Be  diligent,  be  of 
good   comfort;    "  Many  are  the  afflictions  of 
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itt  n^MxnSf  but  fhe^  Eo^d  ddiv«r«t)^  iaih  out 
«f  tbemAll" 

Toui*'3  affectionately, 

S.S. 


'  rt I '       >  «  r^ 


jMii    liHiii    in    ngatt 


LETTER^ 


TO  TBE  SAME. 


iPaddingtori,  ?eb..  ^,  1798. 
Xtearly  Beloved  in  the  Ldtd, 

I  M*AS'  glad  alf  itiy  heart  whett  I  saw  tfic 
4ireetidQ  ofr  yoar^sr  to  me,  and  I  luiovir  not  in^y; 
)ki t  yott  aiitf  youi"  ftrtjily' have  been  and'  still  ate  jSerl 
petimtlyon  mytaind,.artd  hav«  be^njCver'  since  if  iVaf^ 
first  at  B;  Seldom  db  I  bow  my  knees  to  God  but 
those  df  B:  come  ititb  my  thoughts,  siome wiiat'  like 
Ae  poor  person  in  P^nl's  dream,  s^ayirig,  Pr*ay  doine 
over  ihto  M8lced\)ma'  and^help  us;  and  a^^kul* 
isslBt]^-  tb^  g&;  assfuredly  gadielrihg'  that  Ood'bad^ 
called'  hini'tO  t&e  work,  #ho  know's^  but  God  may< 
make^me  lis^trl  to  thee,  and  to  some  niore  in  the 
old  barn,  should  we  be  spared^  ihid'  permitted' 
once  more  t»  get  into  the  straw  tbg^tlier. 
I  was  much  pleased  in  perusing  tjiine  to  il0, 
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and  my  bowels.  jQarnedr  oyqr  the.  goodness  of 
God  to  poor  blind  creatures  bent  upon  their  own 
ruin ;  but  I  will  work»  says  God,  and  who  shall 
let  it      **  All  that  the  Father  hath  given  me 
shall  come  to  me,  and  he  that  cometh  unto  me 
I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out.**    Prejudice,  enmity, 
unbelief,  hardness  of  heart,  and  insensibility  are 
the  armour  of  the  strong  man,  by  which  he  keeps 
possession  of  the  heart,  and  the  dear  Lord  Jesus 
out  of  our  mind,  land. out  .of  all  our  thoughts; 
but  whjen  God  the  Holy  Ghost  comes  with  his 
power  upon  him,  he  takes  away  this  armour  in 
which  the  devil  trusts,  and  by  which  he  keeps  the 
poor  soul  carnally  secure,  and  in  a  false  peace. 
These  are  the  effects  of  an  unfeeling  conscience, 
and  in  this  state  will  the  judgment  day  find  all 
the.  wicked,  and  all  th^  foolish  virgins,,  for  when 
they  shall  say  peace,  and   safety, .  then  sudden; 
destruc.tion  cometh  as  labour  upon  a  woman  withj 
child,  and  they  shall  not  escape.     For  the  judge^ 
will  come  ^*  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on. 
them  that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  ^he 
gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  shall  bet 
punished  with  everlasting  destruction  from  the» 
presence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his^: 
power;  when  he  shall  come  to  be  glorified  in  hi$i« 
saints,  and  to  be  admired  in  all  them  that  be-; 
lieve,"  S  Thess,  i.  8 — 10. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  holy  and  blessed. 
Spirit  of  God  is  now  hovering  over  thee,   and 
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is  the' author! of  tlmt  fear  and  feeling,  and  of- 
those    checks,   reproofs,  encouragements,  joys, 
sorrows,    convictions,    discoveries    of  sin    and 
sinful  self,  misgivings  of  heart  for  what  is  amiss, 
and  indinatiobs  to  prayer,  and'  desires  after  the 
knowledge '  of  Christ ;   and  was  he  entirely  to 
leave  ,thee>  thy  soul .  would  .  appear  naked,  un- 
armed, ungirded,  unsupported,  weak,  frail,  de- 
fenceless, exposed  to  every  vice,  and  a  prey  to 
every  fowler.     And  the  more  thou  attend  to  the 
nciotians  of  fear,  tenderness,  simplicityi  watch- 
fulness,' .'diligence,  care,  caution,  circumspection,  t 
and  reverence  of  God,  and  dependence  .on  him;  > 
thoughts  of  him,  and  of  his  universal:  presence, 
and  of:  his  perfect  knowledge  of  thee,  and  of  all  - 
thy  thoughts,  words,  and  actions';  I  say  the  more 
thou  attend  to  these  things  the  nlore  will  that  fear ' 
grow,   till   thou  wilt  .find    thyself   braced    up, 
equipped,   strengthened,   fortified,    emboldened, 
encouraged,   defended,-  and  gaarded,   even    by 
God  himself. 

The  fear  of  God  is  a  fruit  of  the  Koly  Spirit^ 
and  where  his  fruits  are  planted  there  he  dwells, 
nor  is  there  one  little  one  in  the  housebold  of 
faith,  but  what  has  a  guardian  angel  to  protect  it; 
hence  Christ  calls  them  the  angels  of  his  little' 
ones,  which  do  always  behold  the  face  of  bis. 
Father  which  is  in  heaven ;  yeaj  they  are  all 
ministering  spirits  sent  forth  to  minister  to  tbem 
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who  are  the  hdirs  of  salvaitioni  Hebi-  i;  14;  O 
my  dear  jinmng  friend^,  what  thoughts,  whatviews^ 
vAoA  feeUngS)  what  hopeS'  and  expectations,  what 
riefaes^  treasovei^  profits  or  pleasures^  aire  so  swes^ 
so  nobl^  sot  endbarinj^  so  durable^  9&  soolr 
eariohing;  so  gmnd  as  those  that  come  down  .from 
the  Father  ofi  lights,  whidi  centre  in  God,  aiid 
lendk  to  iannortai  tad:  eta nai  glory. 

I  have  times  without  niM»ber  Iain  on:my  hed.by 
the  boui)  Ifiokisg  back  on  tiae  ihtidcatepaitbthat  I 
haP^'  been  lediio^  the  dsngeiis  I  hare  escmped^  and 
the  4c^aotion^o£  the  wicked  which  hath:  appear-' 
edoKii  (bons^cQons^  while  my  poor  weather- beatibn 
yessel  ]siniViewo£  the  hav^i^  a^id  thoiusandB  ckf 
vessels  of-  wratball  wrecked;  behind  me.  L  have 
witiii  these  viev^s  Uessed^bin^  and  wept  over  him 
by:  the  hour/  andi  assd  in  my;  simplieity^  How 
couldst  thou^  find  me^out !  a  poor  creature^  born 
add)  brought  up  in  die  wodds,  and:  as  wild  as  an 
assfs  colt!  Howeottldst  thou  find  me  oui^.  and 
look  me  up,  and  reveal  thyself  tome,  and  send 
me  w^  an  ambassador  from  thy  court,  to  one  of  the 
greatest  cides  in  the  world !  and  even  to  speak  by, 
me,  and  that  to  the  souls^andioonsciences  of  thou* 
8and%  either  aa  a  savour  of  life  unto,  lifis,  or  of: 
death  unCo  de«th,  whea  diou  knowest-  that  there 
was  not  such  another  poor^  blind,  ignorant,  viler 
devil  in>all  the  world!  But  he  will  have  mercy 
on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and  he  hath  chosen 
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ibe  weak»  the  £iM;>ljfilv  ^^^  ^^  base,  that  4ie  may 
stain  ithe  jpirideiof  all^bry,  and  bt'mg  into  con^- 
tem^  tbe  faoaiouirable  of  the  earth. 

The  Holy  Spirit'^  first  work,  my  dear  friend,  i^ 
ttOiConvinoe  usof  aio,  which :he  does  by  hriqgiqg 
•om  past  crimen  fr^sh  anto  -our  juind  ^and  niemoiy, 
and  then  be  ^nes  into  our  understandings^  and 
iim  new  iigtrtt  brings  tbeni  into  our  view,  ihat  we 
jQain  see  them;  hi^iKeithe  cooiplaiot^  I  possess  the 
jtftiqiii^  of  my  youth,  .says  Job;  ^'  My  ain  risiover 
tMefor^nne,"  says  Da^d,;  '^  thoii  bast  set  our  secret 
ains  in  the  ;Ug)A  lof  thy  xottntenanee,"  Ai^t  tt»bu 
oome  to  slay  my  son,  and  to  bsing  my  sco  to 
jRememhramce,  saitb  4iie  pom*  'wadievw  to  £d(yab» 
4  Kings  xyii.  J«.  Tbis^work  Gad  ^says  he  wSl4fi, 
*'  I  twill  ireppove  thee,  and  set  .tby  sins  in  order  4»0«* 
ibfie  jbhee.  Now  tronsixler  t^is,  ye  tbart  £arget  Gi^ 
lest  Itearyioa.in^iooeks,  mud  iDbene  be  imae  <ta 
deliver,"  PaaLL£4,^«  Ilbis  is  dme  40  «Qonr 
urince  us,  to  ;fiH  fus  wiih  .fihame  and  confuaiQii 
tjf  fiure,  io  drive  (Us  to  seek  Ibng^venoss,  <aod  to 
fxray  fiir  it,  to  make  us  tloathe  ounselnei^  aad  tti 
Bee  imdi^  the  need /of  Cbnist ;  justd  ^to.shew  w 
dfae  perfecst  Iknowledge  thM  GoA  (hath  o£  imr 
heants,  thoughts,  wtaands^  iwoirks,  rand  icvttwd  m»g»^ 
and  idtat  be  dxy;h  ml:  fcu^gfit  thein  <^0Ugb  vie  dch; 
and  to  (eowviiace  ^us  x»r  ibe  dreadful  cM&isioaihai 
the  widsed  will  appexr  ki  tat  ithe  gre^t  day,  when 
the  keekvens  Bhoult  reffread  ttbeir  lAiiquiity,  ttpd  the 
eaith>nse  t^pinjudginentaga^ifnstithiBm';  hdice^iht 
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wise  man  foreseeth  the  evil  and  bideth  iiimself  in 
Christ,  but  the  wicked  pass  on  and  arie  punisbcfd. 
It  is  true,  my  dear  young  friend,  that  one  part  of 
the  word  encourages  the  seeking  soul,  and  another 
militates  against  it,  in  our  confused  apprehension 
of  things;  but  consider,  that  we  are  all  by  nature 
clfildr^n  of  wrath  alike,  and  of  course  w0  are  all 
"under  the  threatenings,    reproofs,   rebukes,    and 
curses  of  God;   and  when  the  Spirit  begins   his 
wdrk  in  our  souls,   he  brings  us  out  of  the  flesh, 
from  off  all  trust  in  our  own  heart,  arm,  and 
strength,  and  out  of  a  state  of  wrath,  and  unbelief. 
As  this  good  work  goes  on  within,  so  weget  gra* 
dually  from  under  the  curses  of  the  law,  and  of 
course  the  invitations,  encouragements,  and  pro- 
mises begin  to  speak  to  us;  and  as  soon  as  faith 
and  love  come,  the  fear  of  the  law  is  cast  out,  and  • 
toYment  too,  and  then  the  curses  flee  away,  and  the 
promises  come  in;  then  we  are  no  more  under  the 
law   but  under  grace,   not  heirs  of   wrath  but 
children  of  the  promise.     The  farther  we  go  under 
this  good  work  of. the  Spirit,  the  more  the  pro- 
mises will  speak  to  us.;  now  do  you  observe  and 
watch  this  narrowly,  and  you  will  see  in  some 
future  period  that  the  promises  will  all  flow  in, 
aiid  then  the  curses,  threatenings,  &c.  will  appear 
to  none  else  but  to  the  children  of  wrath. 

Let  nothing  discourage  you  in,  nor  draw  thee 
from  prayer,  for  to  abstain  from  this  when  we 
have  ofiended  is  adcling  sin  to  sin;   God   has 
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designed  prayer  as  a  means  of  easing  the  mind  of 
its  grief:.  I  poured  out  my  soul  before  God,  I 
shewed  unto  him  my  trouble.  It  is  casting  one's 
cares  and  burthens  on  the  Lord  who  cares  for  us, 
and  will  sustain  us ;  it  is  intended  to  bring  in  all 
that  God  has  promised  to  give  us,  For  all  these 
things  I  will  be  enquired  of  by  the  house  of  Israel, 
that  I  may  do  them  for  them.  God  loves  it  j  "Let 
me  hear  thy  voice,  let  me  see  thy  face,  for  sweet  is 
thy  voice  and  thy  countenance  is  comely,"  Songii. 
14.  It  is  the  delight  of  heaven,  "  The  prayer  of 
the  upright  is  the  Lord's  delight.'*  O  Betsy,  let 
me  have  joy  of  thee,  obey  my  voice,  and  receive 
my  instructions,  and  t^ou  wilt  find  ao  heaven  upon 
earth;  he  will  be  about  thy  path,  and  about  thy 
bed,  and  spy  out  all  thy  ways,  and  when  thop 
awakestthou  shalt  find  thyself  still  with  him;  for, 
"  Though  the  Lord  be  high,  yet  hath  he  respect 
unto  the  lowly, '^  Psal.  cxxxviii,  6;  for  God  will 
dwell  with  mojtal  men. 

Thy  father  and  mother  are  shortly  comidg  to  see 
me,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see  thee  with  them, 
if  it  could  be  acconaplished.  I  hope  that  thy  usual 
success  with  thy  hen  will  be  sufficient  to  defray  tbe 
expences  of.  my  letters,  or  else  I  am  fearful  that 
thou  wilt  come  to  poverty.  Thy  father  sends  me 
word  that  a  woman  who  heard  me  in  the  catbe? 
dral,  is  in  soul  travail,  and  requested  of  him  the 
loan  of  some  of  tr^y  books.  I  long  to  see  the  old 
spot  onije  more,  that  they  may  have  a  second > 
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bepefit.  Dear  siater,  ^ifBu;  ^race  ftn|4  p^fcce 
be  with  thee  is  th^  e^trni^sX  desire,  apd  fumble 
prayer  of, 

'^hy  willmg  ^fl  aflE^ttonate  Sjorvant 
and  Brother  in  Chi^ist  Jesus  our  Lord, 

W.  U.  S.  S. 


LETTER  Xm. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

I  tHAVE  received  no  answer  to  my  last,  the 
oonteots  luit  being  wor Ay  o(  a  reply ;  but  as 
most  of  the  iiousehokl  think  that  a  treble  portion 
.  of  divine  comfort  falls  to  my  share,  and  as  it  is 
put  of  tibe  abundance  of  the  heart  that  the  mouth 
spe^y  I  wrote  my  last  Irom  that  stock,  as  it  then 
boiled  up  and  ran  over.  However  the  fit  did 
not  last  long,  the  adversary  that  stirred  it  up  soon 
withdrew,  ifor  the  abundance  of  such  matter 
^proald  not  do  for  the  pulpit,  nor  the  audience, 
mless  they  wer^  ail  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins, 
and  meeded  a  dreadful  alarm,  and  overflowing 
storm,  and  the  iron  yoke  of  bondage. 

I  inteaded  that  my  poor  friend  should  know, 
that  IJbe  old  man  and  the  father  of  him,  can  find 
fl»  out  in  the  cabin,  as  well  as  my  friend  in  the 
woodft,  and,  that  notes  might  be  compared*  How- 
ever, we  gain  by. all  these "" things,  for  915  prayer 
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axkd  (pkas  ^ece  so  QiftHy,  so  earntsty  and  so 
s^peaDedy  diet  tftiedisiMal  scene  vats  aoon  chtaged, 
far  aticb.  frames  way  serye  tt  kumble  tha  aenl 
jiesfore  Ood,  b^rt  it  is  trying  ivoilk,  jand'W^ttid  have 
«  strasnge  edectiiipoQ  an  audience  of  two  flnasaaMl 
fBeopie.  Bait  blessed  be  im  name,  there  is  no 
bolding  a  tcoetentioo  or  disptAe  ^long  wMi  bka ; 
heis  to  us  the  altogetbei*  iovieYy^  >aaid  tfaefifipBe  the 
soul  cannot  endure  wfaat  it  supposes  lo  dbe  di^i^ 
w  cold  Ji^ect ;  ^a,  *he  is  oiar  all,  Had  tberofope 
oiur  ali  is  gone  when  im  is  absent  JBut  ibe  wiM 
not  obntend  for  ever,  nor  coiild  I  tett  what  iie 
contended  with  ne  for,  unless  it  ni^as  beoaasc  I 
soa^  faim  too  mucb ;  ^^  His  anger  ^eadureidi  but 
&>r  amooieiiit;  in  his  favour  is  life :  weeping  magr 
endwre  ifer  a  nigibt,  ibut  joy  cometh  an  the  mora* 
itig,''  Psa;L  XKK.  £ ;  a»d  sanely  sisice  tfaait  coidict 
[  have  been  amply  rewarded,  laod  other  poor 
aouls  lia?e  reaped  Ae  beiv^tB  of  it 

Last  Saioday  came  Mn  <G.  and  five  irnone  with 
faim;  then  Mr.  L.  and  Ins  brother  an  law;  poor 
O.  now  lifts  np  -bis  drocupkig  thead.  -Mr.  and 
Mrs.  M.  are  now  in  town,  ^  mad  as  ao  many  were 
coming  whieh  I  Icnew  iMitbing  of,  the  •good  Lord 
put  me  into  th^  fire  ia  onfler  to  letch  up  sDWietbitig 
new,  to  set  before  the  innumerable  ^guests.  iBharp 
coofiicis  always  produce,  promote,  and  i^arpen 
the  soul's  appetite ;  satan  is  up  to  tibts,  and  when 
the  starving  %fml  ca^n  iget  no  honey,  no  milk,  no 
bread,  no  water,  wine  nor  oil  from  above,  in 
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•ordef  to  .feed  the  new  tnan,  divine  life  sinks,  and 
faith  that  fetches  in  its  food  and  feeds  it»  droops 
and  gets  out  of  exercise,  tbmi  hope  flags,  and 
love  crawls  into.tlie  heart,  having  neither  a  ray, 
nor  a  spark  to  draw  it  out.  Grace  getting  thus 
flat,  the  old  man  rouses  up;  and  calb  for  the  old 
cheer,  the  desires  and  gratifications  that  used  in 
times  past  to  be  the  chief,  and  the  sweetest,  and 
indeed  the  only  diet  that  was  delightful.  The  bet- 
ter part  still  longs  for  its  own  native  food,  but  the 
new  man  that  loves  the  law  of  God,  being  denied 
its  request,  the  old  man  that  loves  the  law  of  sin 
feeds  on,  and  will  until  the  new  man  i^  revived, 
and. sweet  food  given  to  him,  at  which  iimes  tlie 
old  man  is  neglected :  this  is  tlie  .true  state  of  the 
case,  and  this  case  will  never  be  remedied  until 
these  tabernacles  be  unpinned,  and  laid  in  the  dust* 
I  long  much  to  see  my  poor  dear  friend,  and 
to  know  how  she  comes  on ;  hope  shortly  that  we 
shall  assemble  once  more  within  the  walls  of  Zion, 
where  many  a  comfortable  and  heavenly  visit  has 
been  granted.  I  have  heard  of  you  and  Mary 
at  L.  Mrs.  and  Miss  M.  are  now  with  me.  The 
last  doleful  ditty  brought  no  answer,  but  this 
lark-line,  this  shoeing  horn  I  hope  will,  that  I 
may  know  how  you,  and  all  the  poor  souls  at  JB. 
are.  Abate  not  in  diligence,  abate  not  in  seeking 
?     ■  ■  this  is  all  I  fear. 

Ever  thine, 

S.  S. 
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LETTER  XIV. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


My  dear  young  Friendi 

Grac£  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  theie 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  only  Lord  and  Saviour, 
Amen.  Thine  epistle  according  to  custom  was 
received  at  the  door  and  brought  up  to  me,  which 
I  immediately  opened  without  looking  at  the 
direction,  as  it  is  seldom  that  any  letters  colne  to 
my  house  but  those  that  come  to  me.  I  called 
my  daughter  up  when  I  found  from  whence  it 
came,  and  read  it  to  her,  and  gave  it  hen  It 
came  on  my  mind,  who  knows  but  this  my  young 
acquaintance  is  a  chosen  vessel,  and  that  both 
her  letters  should  fall  into  my  hands,  designed  so 
of  God  on  purpose  that  I  should  answer  them, 
and  that  God  may  own  and  bless  the  answers  to 
encourage  and  revive  the  desires  of  her  heart;  and 
it  likewise  came  oa  my  mind  the  number  of  boys 
and  girls  from  eight  to  ten  years  of  age  when  I 
first  came  to  London,  who  took  a  fancy  to  my 
ministry ;  yea,  I  believe  the  number  amounted  to 
thirty,  and  who  are  now  married  people,  and 
fathers  and  mothers  of  many  children,  and  who 
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belong  to  us  to  this  day,  though  some  are  fallen 
asleep.  Two  little  boys  from  one  house,  both 
orphans^  came  under  me  now  near  eighteen  years 
ago,  who  are  both  members  with  us  to  this  day, 
and  good  young  men  they  are;  how  great  a 
blessing  is  this;  and  should  this  be  thy  happy 
case,  my  soul  should  rejoice,  even  mine. 

You  intimated  iti  your  first  letter,  that  there  was 
same^^avour  91  what  you  had  heard  in  towi^  and 
in  yxMir  last  that  you  got  a  Uttle  reviving  in  the 
few  scraps  that  I  sent,  and  if  so,  God  must  hay^e 
cattle  hand  in  it,  for  he  is  the  Father  of  all  mer- 
cies, and  the  God  of  all  comfort.  And  when  he 
qu^ploeBs  the  soul  to  feel  its-inefid,  and  to  feel  the 
^o^K^  of  his  grace  and  truth ;  when  he  ^ives  us 
•  lesgiBg  heart  for  his  fevour,  and  a  hung^  and 
thirst  aifter  righteousness ;  a  humble  mind  un({er 
a  seasexxf  i>ur  foolishn^ess  and  foUy^  and  meekens 
and  softens  our  isouls  in  our  secret  prayers^  and 
searcshes  after  him— there  is  a  sublime,  and  su- 
penaatHral  sweetness,  a  richness,  fulness,  and  sa- 
tJb&citioB  in  it;  which  is  Aot  to  be  described. 
These  fthwgs  n^v^r  fwt  us  to  bed  stung  with 
guijtt  and  bitter  reflections,  they  axe  not  attended 
with  the  lashes  of  a  guilty  conscieox^e  nor  with 
the  accusations  o£  a  canning  devil,  nor  with 
tossing  from  <H2e  side  of  the  hied  to  the  other 
witii  ijQwaaKl  grief;  npr  do  they  cover  us  with 
sliame   and  confusion   of  £ice,   nor  with   the 
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dmiSnl  piercing  thoiiq§[bls  of  all  oub  um  beiag. 
bcought  to  *  light  in  the  gneat  day  before  God, 
angels,  and  men. 

The  thousands  of  hours  that  I  have  spent 
awake  on  the  faed  in  the  night,  with  tears  of  g,cah 
titude  in  my  eytes^  and  the  tove  of  heaven  in 
my  hearty  while  reflecting  on  the  ws^y  that  I. 
have  been  led^  the  troubles  that  I  have  been 
brought  tthrougji^.  and  the  unalterable  goodness^ 
and  merdy  of  God  that  have  followed  me  all 
through  my  days ;  the  numbers  of  youths  that 
Imve  bea^iGutolF,.  the  feacful  ends  that  some  of 
them  have  come  to ;  the  several  geitttesiens'  far 
milies  that  I  have  lived  in^  who  are  now  all 
gonOj  and  not  otie  of  them,  nor  one  feUow-^r- 
vant  that  I  kneiw  of  that  ever  knew  and  &aied' 
my  God :  when  I  the  most  illiterate,  ignorant, 
blind^  and  despicable,  atn  still  alive  in  every 
sense;  and  not  only  raised  to  hope,  but  a  mes- 
sengieD  of  the  Lord  God  of  Hosts  to  one  of  the 
greatest  cities  in  bH  the;  world ;  I  am  a  wonder 
to  many,  but  to  none  sq  great  a  wonder  as  to 
myself. 

In  my  carnal  state  I  never  couldr  rent,  desfipuc- 
tion  aasK^  misery  were  in  aU  my  ways,,  and  the* 
way  of  peace  I  knew  not;,  vanity  Was  in'  evesy 
thing  that  I  sought  after,  and  always  dasap* 
pointed- of  the  happiiiess  I  expected^  therefbre 
cutting  disappointine&4  and  vexation  of  soul 
were  ail  t^iat  I  ever  got  in  the  drudg^i^  of 
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satan ;.  1  sowed  to  the  flesh,  and  aU  that  I  reaped 
was  corruption,  and  when  divine  justice  over- 
took me,  then  I  paid  the  reckoning.  It  used 
to  be  a  terror  to  me  in  my  carnal  state,  the 
thoughts  and  knowledge  God  had  of  me,  and  of 
all  niy  works  and  ways,  a<id  I  was  afi*aid  of 
death,  of  wrath,  of  the  devil,  and  almost  of 
my  own  shadow ;  but  now  the  thoughts  of  God's 
perfect  knowledge  of  me,  of  my  heart,  works, 
ways,  intentions,  and  designs  are  a  pleasure  to 
me,  and  all  his  ways  are  peace ;  nor  has  he  ever 
left  me  unsupported  in  one  time  of  trouble,  nor 
has  one  trial  come  upon  me  put  of  which  I  have 
not  been  delivered.  O  my  young  friend,  who 
is  like  unto  God,  or  to  the  feithfulness  of  God 
to  those  that  are  round  about  him. 

I  saw  a  letter  from  your  father,  yesterday, 
wherein  he  informs  us  that  the  chapel,  or  the  old 
bam,  is  clearing  out,  and  getting  ready ;  the  Lord 
send  us  a  forward  and  a  mild  spring,  that  I  may 
visit  them,  see  them,  and  once  more  bless  them 
under  God  before  I  die.  I  would  advise  thee  to 
give  thy  mind  to  reading,  a  chapter  often  read 
furnishes  the  mind  with  thoughts,  and  thoughts 
lead  to  meditation,and  meditation  entertains  the 
soul;  "In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  within 
me,"  says  the  Psalmist,  "  thy  comforts  delight  my 
soul.''  And  however  weak  thou  art,  however 
awkward,  however  reluctant,  however  at  a  loss,  or 
however  timorous  or  bashful  thou  may  est  be  at 


69 

prayer,  yet  never  give  it  up,  always  pray  aad  never 
faint,  for  in  due  time  thou  shalt  reap  if  thdu 
faint  not.    •  God  delights  in  the  prayer  of  them* 
that  seek  him,  "Call  upon  me  in  th6  time  of* 
trouble ;  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  tHoU'  shalt  glo- 
rify me,"   Psal.  1.  15.     And  again,   "  Let  me' 
hear  thy  voice,  let  me  see  thy  face;  sweet;  is   * 
thy  voice,  arid  thy  countenance  is  comely,"  saith 
the.  dear  Redeemer  of  souls. 

Moreover,  prayer  excites  and  encourag6s  fear, 
for  when  thou  art  enticed  by  satan  to  do  evil,  it 
will  spring  up  in  thy  mind,  How  then  slialll 
face  God  at  night  when  I  go  to  bed,  and  pray 
I  must,    or  conscience  will  lash  me  all  night, 
and  sin  will  bring  the  rod,  or  hardness  of  heart 
upon  me ; .  this  will  help  to  keep  thee  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long.  Nobody  knows,  nor 
can  know,  but  those  who  feel  and  enjoy  it,  the 
noble,  glorious,  and  infinite  satisfaction  that  God 
supplies  the  souls  of  his  people  with.     I  have 
now  been,  going  on  twenty-five  years,  in  his 
service,  and  notwithstanding  the  sore  trials,  and 
cruel  oppositions  that  I  have  met  with,  yet  to 
this  day  more  happy  than  all  that  ever  set  therii- 
selves  against  me..    Furthermore,  tliou  must  not 
think  it  strange  if  God  shbuld  shine  into  thy 
heart,  atid  discover  thy  natural  depravity,  which 
thou  and  all  mankind  are  born  with ;  nor  need 
thou.be  surprized  should  very  evil  and  disagree- 
able  things  be  sent  through  thy-  mind,  especially 
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whmbgpii^.  te^  or  Di4eii'  engagi^lf  in*  prayer  ^  tlie 
"  devil  i)a  the  autfaMM*  of  these,  and  whca  Av>e  would) 
do  good)  evU  ia  prraentt  \i^h  us;  all  that  ane 
new  in  hdaven  wtnb  dnther  thtough  naiach  tii- 
balatton.  and^  all-  were  estei^dd  widi  the  i^ame 
Q^^i  I  sftiouid  be  glad  of  a  line  if  convenient, 
*  aad  may  the  Lord  U«3  these  few*  scraps  to  thy 
souFs  Coibfort  it,i  and  daBllbe  the  l^eartj?  pmyer 
of  thy  father's  friend,;  ti^r  mothei^V  fiiend^^  thy 
si&ter  and  hsotfaer'i^  friend,  and  thy  sooFs.  friend 
amd  well-wisher  in  Clirist  Jesus,  my  Lord  and 

my  Go4 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XV. 


TO  Mr.  C. 


Crkklewood.   Edgewtitfe  BoacL 
Oeaf  FH«ud  kiCbrnt  Jesus, 

I  u^AS"  glad  to  see  a-  few  lines  from  you, 
which  last  night  were  brought  to  me  by  your 
SDn<*i&4awv  S  hear  conitinually,  and  that  from 
dtflferent  quaiftem^  that  the  darkness  b^ns  to 
pass>away^  and  that  the  true  light  spreads  itsiE$lf, 
aind  gmns  gtound;  and  so  it  is  written,  when 
the  heart  Of  the  poor  sinner  is  turned  to  the  Lord, 
Uie  vail  shall  be  taken  away,  and  the  yoke  shall 
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be  destroyed  because  of  the  anointiiig,  Isa.  x. 
27.  Light  discovers  the  darling  object,  ^d 
love  dissolves  the  stony  heart,  bursts  the  legal 
bands,  and  sets  the  prisoner  of  hope  at  hxge. 
Nothing  so  perilous  a^a,  blind  watehman  groping 
on  the  dark  mountains  of  Horeb,  and  crying,  Lo 
here,  to  blackness,  darkness,  the  tempest,  and  the 
voice  of  words :  "  O  my  soul*  come  not  thou 
into  their  secret,  unto  their  assembly  mine  ho« 
nour  be  not  thou  united/'  for  in  a  broken  law 
God  is  a  consuming  fire,  in  a  killing  command* 
ment  an  inexorable  creditor,  in  unappeased 
wratJl  terrible  ifi  majesty,  in  unsatisfied  justice 
an  angry  judge ;  but  ill  the  fae*  of  his  dear  Son 
a  propitious  father,  in  a  Covettftttt  of  grace  a 
fountain  of  living  waters,  and  in  6A  uncotidi- 
tiqnal  promise  in  Christ  our  ckCeediAg  gteat 
reward. 

The  hearts  of  all  believers  open  and  ifehut,  rise 
or  sink,  conceive  or  discharge,  harden  or  melt 
according  to  the  above  views,  hence  the  charge, 
"  Look  unto  me ;"  '^  Run  the  race  set  before 
you,  looking  to  Jesus,"  Heb.  xii.  2.  ;  and  while 
we  look  we  "are  changed  into  the  same  image,^ 
from  glory  to  glory."  "  Have  I  been  so  loaig 
with  you  and  hast  thou  not  seett  me,  Philip  ? 
he  that  hath  seen  me,  hath  seen  the  Father," 
But  God  as  a  father,  is  never  ^secii  gr  known  *but 
in  the  face  of  Christ  Jesus ;  God  hath  shroed 
into  our  hearts,  to  give  us  the  light  0f  the  knowt- 
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ledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jesu5, 
2  Cor.iv,  6.;  and* it  is  the  light  of  his  counte- 
nsbice  that  casts  up  and  points  out  the  path  of 
the  just,  and  the  heat  of  the  sun  of  righteous- 
ness that  warms  the  heart,  and  wooes  it  to  walk 
in  that  charity  which  is  the  more  excellent 
way. 

Hagar  and  Sarah,  says  Paul,  are  the  two  co- 
venants, and  the  two  Jerusalems ;  and  how  many 
citizens  of  this  country  have  we  got?  Citizens 
of  file  Jerusalem  that  now  is,  and  is  in  bond- 
age ;  these  are  the  enemies  of  the  poor  prodi- 
gals who  feed  with  husks.  And  under  such  the 
wise  man's  saying  is  verified,  "The  labour  of 
the  foolish  wearieth  every  one  of  them,  because 
he  knoweth  not  how  to  go  to  the  city,"  Ecc. 
X.  15.  Christ  is  the  way,  and  we  walk  by  faith, 
and  faith  believeth  the  love  of  God  in  Christ, 
and  charity  never  fails.  "  Cursed  be  he  that 
causeth  the  blind  to  wander  out  of  the  way,'' 
for  he  counteracts  the  purpose  of  God,  who 
brings  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they  know  not. 
But  the  light  of  his  countenance  makes  darkness 
light  before  us,  and  when  all  things  work  for 
our  good,  then  and  not  till  tiien,  are  crooked 
things  made  straight. 

Tendqr  my  respects  to  Dame,  and  to  your 
Son,  and  should  God  permit  and  spare  the  Coal- 
heaver,  we  may  see  e^ch  other  once  more,  when 
the  winter  is  past,  when  the  rains  are  over  and 
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gone,  when  the  flowers  appear  on  the  earth,  and 
when  the  singing  of  birds  is  come,  and  when  , 
the  voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard,  and  the  vul- 
tures are  screaming  against  her, 


Ever  your's, 


W.H-  S.  S. 


LETTER   XVL 

TO  MR.  I.  B. 

The  Doctor  to  his  Friend,  Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied. 

According  to  his  desire  I  here  send  him  a 
few.  thoughts  upon  the  ordinance;  a  feast,  as 
Christ  Jesus  in  a  sacrifice  is,  and  of  which  the 
sacranijent  is  an  emblem,  is  intended  for  living 
persons ;  we  never  see  a  corpse  sit  up  at  a  ta^ble ; 
and  all  that  believe  have  eternal  life,  and  this 
life  is  discovered  by  a  sensation  of  the  evils  that 
are  in  us,  and  by  a  sense  of  the  .mercy  of  God 
at  times,  upon  us,  and  by  a  continual  hungering 
and  thirsting  for  more  qf  that  mercy ;  and  the. 
scripture  saith,  "  They  shall  come  to  the  f^ast 
that  were  ready  tq  perish,"  for  the  Lord  will  fill 
the  hungry  ^th .  good  things. 

E  2 
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Faith  mt  its  first  beginning)  and  when  weak  or 
out  of  exercbe^  is  not  so  perceptible,  but  what- 
ever it  moves  it  may  be  discerned  by  the  fol* 
lowing  things;  during  its  exercise  it  stays  the 
mind,  it  brings  peace  to  the  soul,  and  is  attended 
with  a  sense  of  the  approbation  of  God^  and  with 
his  presence  with  us  in  some  degree,  which  during 
this  time  works  by  love,  and  draws  forth  the 
heart  and  affections,  and  thanksgivings  to  God ; 
and  the  more  of  these  we  have,  the  stronger  faith 
gets,  and  cannot  be  fully  disputed  out  of  all  that 
the  soul  has  felt  under  these  exercises.  ThesQ 
visits,  though  short  and  transient^  yet  being  at- 
tended with  the  Sowings  out  of  the  heart  iui 
gratitude  to  God,  must  convince  us  that  we  are 
not  enemies,  or  in  a  state  of  carnal  enmity,  but 
friends.  '  A  feast  is  made  for  friends,  ^*  Eat,  O 
friends,  drink,  yea  drink  abundandy,  O  beloved," 
Cant  V.  i.  This  character  Christ  gave  bis  dis* 
ciples  on  the  very  day  that  be  first  broke  bread 
with  them,  "  Henceforth  I  call  ypu  not  servants, 
but  friends,'*  John  xv.  15. 

The  qualification  under  the  Old  Testament 
was  circumcision,  he  was  to  b^  eircuiftQised  and 
then  to  eat  it ;  and  God  circumcises  our  heart  to 
love  him  that  we  may  liv^  and  &ey  are  passed 
from  death  to  life  who  love  the  brethren ;  and  it 
is  easy  to  tell  whether  I  esteem  them  the  excellent 
of  the  earth  who  1  believe  lote  the  Lord  Jesus, 
hence  you  read  in  Jude,  of  feast's  of  charity. 
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The  next  thing  required  at  this  feast  is,  that 
we  believe  in,  and  receive  the  doctrine  of,  imputed 
righteousness,  and  the  fruit  and  effect  of  that 
righteousness  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be,  peace ; 
and  though  this  peace  be  not  always  enjoyed, 
yet  any  person  may  know  whether  he  ever  was 
favoured  with  the  enjoyment  of  it  or  no.  Tb!5 
ordinance  ii^  a  marriage  feast,  it  is  the  communion 
of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  hence  the  king 
found  fault  of  him  at  the  feast,  who  had  not  on 
the  wetfding  garment. 

•  Those  texts  mentioned  by  Paul,  such  ^i  not 
discerning  the  Lord's  body,  and  eating  and  drink- 
ing unworthily,  &c.  are  such  as  a  weak  believer 
cannot  try  himself  by ;  look  to  the  disciples  and 
see  where  they  were  w^en  the  Lord  gave  it  thenii, 
they  could  not  discern  the  Lord's  body  for  it  was 
not  offered,  nor'  were  their  eyes  opened,  nor  did 
they  know  the  scriptures,  nor  the  end  of  his  death, 
nor  of  his  resurrection ;  yet  they  believed  in  him, 
and  they  followed  him;  they  loved  him,  and 
they  abode  by  him ;  and  if  nothing  in  this  world 
will  satisfy  us  but  Christ,  he  must  have  our 
hearts,  and  if  he  has  got  pur  hearts  he  is  our 
treasure.  , 

Farewell, 

W.H.  S,S. 


to 


LE'rrER  XVII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
My  dearly  Beloved  Brother  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

You  know  not  how  much  I  long  to  see  my 
B.  friends,  and  I  am  now  in  hopes  of  being 
enabled  to  reach  L.  if  some  unforeseen  accident 
or  frowning  providence,  doth  not  cut  my  pleasing 
expectations  off,  which  I  hope  in  God  it  will  not 
I  am  half  dec^d  with  a  cold  and  violent  cpugb, 
but  I  still  blunder  on,  for  my  soul  will  work  if 
the  body  gives  it  up.  I  have  been  labouring 
with  his  Excellency  to  make  ati  exchange  with 
me,  and  he  has  been  throwing  such  mountains  of 
difficulties  in  the  way,  thaj:  I  have  been  almost 
ready  to  act  the  Welchman  with  hm;  I  have 
sent  to  request  a  yea  or  nay. 

This  winter  has  swept  away  many  of  the  oW 
standards  from  us,  and  death  works  in  me,  yet 
by  my  preaching  life  works  in  others';  the  out- 
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ward  man  decays,  but  the  inward  man  waxes  not 
old.  God  is  the  father  of  the  new  man,  and 
being  of  a  divine  origin  he  will  for  ever  be  the 
qew  man;  and  truly  the  numberless  infirmities 
of  the  body,  and  the  many  cross  and  mortifying 
dii^appointments  which  happen  to  cross  the  flesh, 
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often  occasion  fresh  vigour  to  faith  and  hope, 
and  a  fresh  sickness  of  this  world  and  all  that  is 
in  it  But  God  will  preserve,  revive,  renew, 
refresh,  and  keep  alive  all  his  plantation  of  grace ; 
fear,  hope,  love,  faith,  meekness,  patience,  con- 
trition, compunction,  godly  sorrow,  self-abase- 
ment, humility,  and  self-abhorrence,  mourning 
and  weeping  after  him,  confessions  to  him, 
desires  after  him,  poverty  of  spirit,  and  a  hunger 
and  thirst  for  his  presence,  praise  and  thanks- 
giving, all  these  are  the  crop  from  which  the 
Lord  receives  his  tribute ;  and  every  time  either 
of  them  is  exercised  toward  God  or  toward 
his  peoplie,  there  is  a  fruit  brought  forth,  and 
sometimes  the  Spirit  moves  one  and  sometimes 
another.    Tender  my  kindest  love  to  all  friends. 

Your  affectionate  Friend 

and  Brother  in  Christy 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XVIII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Why  John,  ii^hat  are  you  about?  What, 
have  you  forgot  yourself?  Are  you  mad,  or  what  ? 
Never  think  to  gain  any  ground,  nor  to  obtain 
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any  victory  by  iQQking  withia»  there  ia  uotbing 
got  that  way.  No  patieot  is  cured  by  poriag 
and  pondering  over  his  diseases;  the  devil  lovea 
to  get  us  at  this,  and  ^s  soon  as  he  has  stirred  up 
one  corruption,  then  he  will  put  fresh  life  and 
vigour  into  another,  and  then  lead  us  into  another 
chamber  of  imagery,  and  then  make  us  look,  and 
as  we  look  we  sink,  and  as  we  sink  we  fret,  and  as 
we  fret  we  straighten  and  contract;  and  this  brings 
fear,  chains,  infidelity,  rebelUon,  aad  despondency, 
But  is  this  what  the  scriptpre  calla  looking  to 
Jesus  r  Is  it  not  the  blood  of  Christ  that  cleatxses 
from  all  sin,  now  within  the  vail?  I&  it  aot  the 
righteousness  of  Christ  which  justifies  us  frooi 
aU  things,  now  in  the  presence  of  God,  and 
before  the  throne  ?  And  do  aot  vre  wait  in  hope 
of  the  righteousness  which  is  by  faith  ?  And  is 
not  this  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the 
righteous  judge  will  give  us  in  that  day  r  And  is 
it  riot  to  all  and  upon  all  that  believe  ?  And  is 
not  peace  the  undoubted  and  infallible  fruit  and 
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effect  of  it  ?  And  has  not  thy  soul  often  felt  and 
enjoyed  thig> 

O  John,  we  are  complete  in  him ;  without  fault 
before  the  throne;  all  fair  and  no  spot  in  us. 
"  God  hath  not  beheld  iniquity  in  Jacob,  jnor 
, perverseness  in  Israel,"  Numb,  xxiii.  21.  "  Ye 
are  clean  every  whit,"  says  the  Saviour;  "  Clean 
through  the  word  whfch  1  have  spoken  mito  you," 
John  XV.  3;  for  he  saves  us  with  the  washing  of 
Viater  by  the  word,  that  is,  the  power,  the  peirce^ 
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the  iife»  the  comfort  we  feel  under  tbe  word,  is 
the  spirit  that  cleanses «-—— this  you  have  known 
and  felt,  and  let  not  the  devil  dispute  thee  out  of 
it ;  ^'  Cast  not  away  your  confidence,  which  hath 
a  great  recompeqce  of  reward,"  Give  no  place 
to  the  devil,  banter  him,  bring  forth  the  sword  of 
the  Spirit  to  him,  It  is  written,  it  is  written,  be 
cannot  stand  this.  Keep  your  eyes  on  the  head, 
who  is  our  wisdom,  righteousoe&s,  sanctification, 
and  redemption,  and  he  loves  us  dearly,  and 
will  never,  never  leave  nor  iforsake  his  dear- 
bought  family.  • 

Besides,  do  you  suppose,  or  can  you  think,  that 
our  dearly  beloved  Lord  and  Saviour  brings  that 
confusion  to  your  mind?  Is  he  the  author  of 
da^^kness,  legal  bondage,  bitterness  of  spirit, 
^od  strife  that  you  feel  ?  Does  he  seiid^  or 
cause  to  spring  up  those  doubts  and  fears,  infi- 
deHties,  and  misgirings  of  heart  which  the  devil 
has  the  insolence  to  fatiier  or  palm  upon  the  holy, 
barmless  Lamb  of  God  ?  No,  no,  whenever  he 
visits  thy  soul  he  goes  through  these  briers  and! 
thorns,  which  the  devil  sets  against  hini  in  battle, 
and  burns  them  all  together,  Isai.  xxvir.  4.  Hei 
always  brings  thee  forth  to  the  light,  that  thou 
mayest  behoM  how  righteous  he  is ;  peace,  joy, 
coi^fort  and  quietude  are  itlways  the  effects  of 
his  visits.  He  removes  satan's  rubbish,  and 
brings  his  beloved  grace,  **  His  reward  is  with 
'  him,  and  his  work  before  him."    I  do  believe  that 


74 

God  set  me  to  write  this,  and  that  he  will  ac- 
company  it. 

Ever  thine, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XIX. 

TO  THE  SAME, 
My  Dear  Friendi 

AccoRDiKG  to  my  promise,  I  send  these  few 
lines  to  let  you  know  that  we  arrived  safe,  but  as 
for  me  I  was  quite  weary  wiUi  the  heat  of  the 
day,  and  continued  in  a  fever  all  the  rest  of  the 
week,  and  was  very  weak  on  Sunday  Morning ; 
and  it  being  ordinance  day,  and  having  six  times 
running  to  preach,  I  was  not  a  little  discouraged, 
as  the  weather  was  so  hot  On  Tuesday  night 
we  opened  Monkwell-street,  after  its  having  been 
shut  up  three  or  four  months,  and  was  so  crowded 
as  to  be  almost  melted ;  but  God  was  better  to 
me  than  all  my  fears,  for  he  led  me  through  with 
a  very  high  hand,  and  not  one  barren  time  in  all 
the  six,  and  was  ten  times  stronger  and  better  in 
health  when  I  had  finished  the  last,  than  when  I 
began  the  first 

"Verily  shall  one  say,  in  the  Lord  have  I 
righteousness  and  strength."     The    strength  of 
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Israel  will  not  appear  till  our  strength  i&  all  gone, 
and  there  is  none  left.  Much  strength^isv wanted 
to  oppose  and  conflict  with  his  eiiemies,  and  to 
carry  on  his  work,  and  who  is  sufficient  for  these 
things?  but,  '*  He  giveth  power  to  the  fain t,  and 
to  them  that  have  no  might  he  increaseth 
strength  f  hence  the  paradox,  '^  Let  the  weak 
say,  I  am  strong;*'  and  many  times  have  I  ob- 
served his  strength  to  be  made  perfect  in  my 
weakness,  when  my  heart  and  flesh  both  have 
failedl  But  it  is  throughout  the  whole  pilgrimage,, 
as  it  is  at  first  finding  favour  in  his  eyes ;  ^^  And 
when  they  had  nothing  to  pay,  he  frankly  forgave 
them  both,"  Luke  vii.  42.  Thus  none  but  insol- 
vents find  forgiveness,  none  but  criminals  find 
righteousness,  none  but  the  dead  find  life,  and 
none  but. the  perishing  find  bread;  the  poor  find 
.wealth,  and  the  weak  stredgth ;  he  will  be  a  whole 
Saviour,  or  none  at  all. 

I  shall  not  be  able  to  fill  up  this  paper,  for  my 
tiravailing  pains  are  coming  on  me  again,  as  is 
the  case  with  me  weekly*  No  labour,  no  power 
on  Sunday,  and  so  it  is  with  all  spiritual  hearers ; 
if  they  have  no  furnace-work  in  the  week,  they 
have  no  appetite  on  Sunday,  and  if  no  appetite 
no  food ;  they  go  away  crossed  and  disappointed, 
murmuring  and  rebelling,  and  this  betrays  them 
into  a  spirit  of  bondage,  and  bondage  is  a  bitter 
portion,  and  nothing  creates  an  appetite  better 
than  dk  cup  of  this  sort  of  camomile  tea ;    and 
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after  tbk,  ten  to  one  but  the  next  Sunday  fotlow* 
ingy  is  one  of  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man ;  so  I  go 
on,  and  so  do  you«  I  hope  the  banrest  is  almost 
in,  do  inform  me  by  a  line.  Remember  me  to  all 
the  family. 

Ypur's  most  affectionately, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

*  My  diocese,  my  dear  friend,  greatly  in- 
creases, and  I  bid  Mr  ix>  be  a  bishop  at  large ;  the 
more  I  am  debased,  the  higher  I  rise,  and  the 
more  I  am  resisted,  the  more  I  extend;  and 
blessed  be  he  that  enlargeth  Gad,  for  the  Lortfs 
forces  must  go  on,  from  conquering  and  to  con* 
quer.  My  bow  still  abides  in  strength,  the 
arrows  of  the  Almighty  still  fly  abroad,  and  ene- 
mies are  still  falling  under  him.  What  pains  does 
the  Lord  take  to  get  a  wife,  and  fiow  many  fore- 
skins of  tlie  Philistines  are  told  down  in  his 
obtaining  her.  First  he  goes  as  a  man  of  war, 
girds  his  sword  upon  his  thigh  as  the  most  mighty, 
and  in  bis  majesty  rides  prosperously,  discharging 
his  irresistible  artillery,  which  are  sharp,  in  the 
hearts  of  his  enemies,  till  they  bow  to  his  sceptre,  /; 


submit  to  his  yoke,  kiss  and  embrace  the  Son,  and 
crown  biAi  kingof  their  hearts,  by  acknowledging  his 
all-conqueringpower,  and  by  ascribing  all  the  glory 
of  our  sal^tioo  to  him.  He  then  dispenses  the 
words  of  truth,  meekness,  and  righteousness,  and 
then  up  we  get  into  the  chariot  of  salvation,  paved 
with  love  for  all  espoused  souls,  made  free  by  new 
covenant  mercy,  and  therefore  called  children  of 
the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  which  is  the  covenant  of 
grace,  and  which  covenant  is  the  mother  of  us  all ; 
we  being  called  children  of  promise,  and  children 
of  the  covenant,  Acts  iii.  25, 

I  have  but  yesterday  received  good  tidfngs  byu 
letter  from  a  friend  in  toyr n,  that  we  still  increase 
and  multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth,  though  we 
cannot  subdue  it  And  now  how  does  John  go 
on?  Does  he  gain  ground,  or  loose?  Does  he 
hold  fast  his  integrity,  or  cast  away  Iris  con- 
fidence? Does  he  make  any  inroads  upon  satan, 
or  give  place  to  the  devil?  Does  the  battle  hang 
in  an  even  and  doubtful  scale,  or  does  the  exer-^ 
tions  of  hope  counteract  the  misgivings  of  heart? 
Is  tHe  door  of  hope  open  to  thee  ?  Is  the  gate  of 
life  displayed,  and  do  you  go  in  and  out,  and  find 
pasture?  in  to  be  fed,  out  to  get  an  appetite;  in 
to  be  strengthened,  out  to  have  that  strength  tried ; 
in  to  be  encouraged,  out  to  be  discouraged;  in  to 
Ke  succoured,  out  to  be  tempted;  in  to  be  melted, 
out  to  be  hardened;  in  to  enjby  the  love  of  God, 
and  out  to  lament  your  carnal  enmity; 
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And  pray  who  keeps  house^  Sarah  or  tinga]^  ? 
And  who  do  you  cleave  to  in  your  service,  to  the 
master  or  to  the  servant?  To  Jesus,  or  to  Moses? 
If  to  Jesus,  ypu  love,,  admire,  and  adore  him,  and 
loathe  yourself;  but  if  to  Moses,  enmity  and 
hard  thoughts  of  God  are  uppermost,  and  self  is 
the  chief  object  of  your  pity  and  compassion* 
And  this  will  ever  be  found  to  be  an  unefripg  rule 
to  try  ourselves  by,  whether  we  be  under  a  new 
coveoanl^  and  an  evangelical  influence,  or  whether 
our  old  legal  and  self-righteous  spirit,  leaven  and 
ferment  us:  looking  to  Jesus  produces  the  former, 
looking  to  self  is  the  effectual  means  of  proeuring 
the  latter.  Not  one  inch  of  the  path  of  life  do  we 
tread  in  faith,  but  what  satan  disputes  with  us;  all 
our  best  frames,  best  wishes,  most  honest  endea- 
vours are  criticised,  suspected,  and  censured  by 
the  devil ;  every  sensation,  every  token  for  good, 
every  evidence  in  our  favour,  all  our  conversa- 
tion in  company, .  every  sermon  delivered  by  the 
Doctor  is  sure  to  be  wrong;  all  is  sifted  and 
harrowed  up,  canvassed  and  called  over,  sus- 
pected, controverted,  and  the  whole  truth  of  it, 
and  sincerity  is  much  questioned  by  this  king  of 
endless  misery,  this  demigod  of  all  deception,  and 
this  supreme  sovereign  of  eternal  torment 

This  day  is  a  fine  day,  and 'my  noddle  is  upon 
the  wing,  and  my  imagination  upon  the  wind; 
I   have  been  this  day  to  ,  to  B.  to  the, 

vicarage  at  L.  and  nobody  knows  where  besides, 
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if  you  can  believe  it^  but  for  my  part  I  cannot* 
I  have  been  up  this  morning  ever  sinee.  three 
o'clock,  first  writing,  then  giving  orders  in  th& 
garden ;  in  again  to  write,  then  out  to  pruning; 
in  to  read  letters,  then  out  to  find  fault,  this  I 
learned  of  the  scrap  of  Excellence.  Poor  Betty, 
at  Seven  Oaks  has  been  up  to  see  me,  and  fell 
sick  with  her  first  fit  of  the  gout.  Pray  send  me 
word  how  you  ail  are,  and  you  will,  oblige 

S.S. 


LETTER  XXI- 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Dear  Friend  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

Grace  and  peace  be  mulliplied  unto  thee, 
through  the  great  and  glorious  channel  of  all  con- 
veyance, our  dearly  beloved  mediator  and  advo* 
cate,  through  whom  and  by  whom  every  blessing 
and  mercy  comes  to  us,  and  through  whom  and  by 
whom  every  prayer,  praise,  or  thank-offering  can 
go  from  us  to  God  with  acceptance.  He  is  aa 
everlasting  farther  to  all  the  fetmily^  and  a  glorious 
throne  to  his  father's  house.  The  keys  of  the 
kingdom  of  God  are  upon  his  shoulder,  he  opens 
and  none  can  shut,,  and  shuts  and.  none  can  open. 
He  is  fastened  as  a  nail  in  a  sure  pUce,  apd  where 
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he  was  nailed  there  be, nailed  our  sins,  and  the 
hand* writing  that  was  against  us.  The  offspring 
and  the  issue,  and  all  the  vessels  of  mercy  from 
tlie  cups  to  the  flaggons,  must  hang  here,  Isai. 
xxii.  24* 

An  arm  of  flesh,  trust  in  the  human  heart,  the 
doctrines  of  men,  a  form  of  godliness,  all  trust 
in  a  broken  law,  or  confidence  in  the  best  of 
frames  will  give  way,  so  Peter  found  it,  and  many 
others;  but  to  be  strong  in  the  grace  that  is  in 
Christ  Jesus,  is  everlasting  strength ;  this  foun- 
dation can  never  fail,  aor  shall  the  gates  of  hell 
ever  prevail  against  it,  or  against  the  soul  that 
builds  all  his  hopes,  dependence,  and  expecta- 
tions on  it  The  human  nature  of  the  Son  of 
God  is  his  throne,  in  which  all  the  fulness  of  his 
godhead  dwells,  and  out  of  which  every  perfection 
of  infinite  divinity  will  for  ever  shine.  In  this 
nature  our  sins  were  borne,  upon  this  assumed 
nature  the  curse  of  a  broken  law  was  executed, 
and  of  whom  justice  got  full  satisfaction :  "  He 
was  oppressed,  and  he  was  afflicted,*'  Isai.  liii.  7; 
the  whole  debt  was  exacted,  and  he  made  restitu- 
tion ;  he  restored  that  which  he  took  not  away. 
Thus  justice  satisfied  and  judgment  executed, 
became  the  habitation  of  his  throne,  that  mercy 
and  truth  might  go  before  his  face,  Psal.  Ixxxix. 
14;  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  truth  and  righ- 
teousness^  in  sweet  harmony  with  mercy  and 
peace,  which  met  together  and  kissed  each  other 
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upon  this  pacific  occasion,  which  brought  daring 
rebels  to  the  cross,  and  God  himself  to  dwell  wiih 
the  rebellious. 

In  the  face  of  Christ  crucified,  God  ap][)ears 
well-pleased,  and  shines  with  pleasure,  approba- 
tion^ and  delight  upon  all  that  approach  this  throng 
of  grace,  sensible  of  their  wants ;  hence  fiith  in 
Christ  becomes  the  only  way  of  access,  all  other 
avenues  are  stopped   up;    in  every  other  view 
God's  face,  as  well-pleased,  is  hid,  and  the  sword 
of  justice  is  brandished  to  keep  this  way  intire, 
this  way  of  the  tree  of  life.     Here  we  may  come 
with  boldness  to  the  throne  of  grace ;%  there  is  no 
obstacle,  no  let,  no  hindrance  in  this  way ;  the 
sword  of  justice  is  sbeatbed, .  the  liaw  magnified, 
the  ransom  price  paid,  the  devil  dethroned^  sin 
expiated,  wrath  endured,  God  welUpleasedi  sin- 
ners  redeemed,   enemies  reconciled,   and   gifts 
received  for  the  rebellious,  that  the  Lord  God 
might  dwell  among  them«     It  is  with  the  broken 
and  contrite-hearted,  and  with  those  that  tremble 
at  his  word  that  he  will  dwell,  to  revive  the  heart 
of  the  humUe,  and  the  spirit  of  the  contrite  ones, 
Isai.   Ivii.    15;    for  after  lie  has  smitten  tbcm, 
crossed  them,  disappointed  them,  weakened  them, 
crippled  them,  softened  them,  and  bumbled  them; 
made  them  sore,  tender,  chafed  them  and  fretted 
them,  till  they  sxe  grieved,  dejected,  dismayed, 
wearied,  and  sore  wounded  —  then  he  revives  the 
broken  hearty  and  the  contrite  spirit,  by  the  dis?- 
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coveries  of  his  love,  tender  pity  and  compassion ; 
by  the  humbling  operations  of  his  mercy,  by  the 
sweet  rays  of  his  reconciled  countenance,  by 
budding  hopes  and  melting  joys,  by  softening 
words  and  encouraging  promises,  by  the  Spirit's 
^softening  and  dissolving  allurements,  by  energy 
with  him  in  prayer,  by  self-abhorring  sensations^ 
by  the  most  cutting  views  of  sin  and  the  most 
endearing  prospects  of  pardon,  by  intolerable 
self-loathing  and  unutterable  feelings  for  the 
crucified  Redeemer ;  all  these  are  preludes  to, 
and  earnests,  and  forerunners  of  better  days  to 
come. 

For  who  are  those  that  the  Lord  Jesus  is  seat 
to?   Why  to  the  broken-hearted,  to  bind  them 
up  with  love;  to  the  prisoner  who  feels  his  chains* 
and  the  power  of  satan,  to  proclaim  liberty  to 
them;    to  the  weary,  to  speak  a  word  in  due 
season  to  them ;    to  the  weak,  to  increase  their 
strength ;    to  the  mourners  in  Zion,  to  comfort 
them ;  to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden,  to  give  rest 
unto  them;  to  feed  the  faint,  to  seek  the  strayed, 
to  save  the  lost,  to  heal  the  sick,  to  teach  the 
ignorant,  to  enlighten  them  that  sit  in  darkness 
and  in  the  shadow  of  death,  and  to  guide  their 
feet  into  the  way  of  peace.      My  dear  young 
friend  and  brother,    set  thy  heart  upon   these 
things ;  these  will  stand  when  thou  sbalt  say,  as 
I  do  of  all  other  vanities,  that  my  soul  hath  no 
j>leasure  in  them. 
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This,  my  dear  friend,  is  the  better  part,  the 

better  portion,  which  cannot  be  taken  from  us ; 

but  all  others  will  appear  a  universal  blank,  and 

leave  us  without  a  prop,  without  a  plea,  witliout 

a  claim,  without  a  grain  of  faith,  a  beam  of  hope, 

or  a  living  coal  of  divine  love— so  I  write,  and 

so  you  believe.     May  the  better  part,  and  best 

of   blessings    rest  on   thee,    is  the  desire  and 

prayi6r  pf, 

Dear  friend, 

Ever  your's  in  Christ, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XXII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

Wednesday  Morning.    Cricklewood. 
BeloYcd, 

Next  Sunday  is  Christmas  day,  a  day 
which  by  such  poor  souls  as  ours  will  never  be 
forgot,  "  For  unto  us  a  child  .is  born,  unto  us  a 
son  is  given,  and  the  government  shall  be  upon  his 
shoulder,"  and  not  upon  ours.  "  Every  battle  of 
the  vi^arrior  is  with  confused  noise,  and  garments 
rolled  in  blood,  but  this  shall  be  with  burning  and 

f2 
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fuel  of  fire:  for  unto  us  a  child  is  boro,''  Isai.  ix. 
S,  6;  born  a  warrior,  born  to  fight,  and  to  fight 
with  fire ;  "  For  by  fire  and  by  bis  sword  will  the 
Lord  plead  with  all  flesh :  and  the  slain  of  the 
Lord  shall  be  many,"  Isai.  Ixvi.  16.  With  the 
sword  of  the  Spirit,  and  with  the  arrows  of  con- 
viction,  he  attacks  the  elect  rebels,  the  sword  cuts 
them  to  the  heart,  the  arrows  are  sharp  in  the 
hearts  of  the  king's  enemies,  whereby  they  fall 
under  him,  submit  to  him,  bending  to  his  will ; 
they,  by  the  Spirit  of  truth,  by  a  love  to  his  name, 
and  by  a  zeal  for  hi^  righteous  cause,  become  on 
his  side,  and  for  him;  they  plead  his  cause^ 
vindicate  his  honour,  and  use  his  sword  on  his 
behalf,  while  the  fire  of  love  and  zeal  sharpens 
the  edge,  and  emboldens  the  soldier,  while  the 
captain  of  our  salvation  by  a  fresh  supply  of 
grace,  an  increase  of  knowledge,  and  fresh  dis- 
coveries of  his  love  and  power,  keeps  his  troops 
though  faint,  yet  pursuing. 

On  the  other  hand,  satan  seing  his  kingdom 
disturbed,  weakened,  plundered,  and  bis  loyal 
subjects  and  lawful  captains  taken  from  his  hand, 
and  raised  up  to  fill  his  place  ia  heaven,  made 
vacant  by  his  sin,  falls  in  jealous  rage  upon  the 
Lord's  subjects  (now  become  loyal  to  him),  like 
lightning  falling  from  heaven.  He  musters. his 
forces  armed  with  irou  breast-plates,  or  a  seared 
conscience;  furnishes  their  mouths  with  bitter 
words,  called  drawn  swords,  aud  their  souls  are 
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inflamed  with  rage  in  bis  cause ;  their  wrath  is 
Icindled  against  us,  and  surely  if  the  Lord  was 
not  on  our  side  they  would  swallow  us  up :  ^*  I 
came  not  to  send  peace  upon  earth,  but  a  sword 
lind  a  fire ;  and  what  will  I,  if  it  be  already  kin- 
died  ?^  Thus  this  war  must  go  on,  ten  thousand 
against  twenty  thousand,  till  the  good  fight  of 
faith  is  fought,  and  heaven  reward  the  conquerors; 
and  then  hell  shall  receive  the  rebels,  and  endless 
flames  destroy  the  sinners  as  stubble  fully  dry  — 
this  is  the  fuel  of  fire.  In  this  war  expect  no 
parley,  no  cessation  of  arms,  no  winter  quarters ; 
DO,  nothing  but  an  eternal  pension.  1  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  you  these  holidays. 

Your'a  most  affectionately, 

S.S. 


LETTER  XXIII. 

I  WISH  much  to  know  how  you  got  home, 
as  it  was  so  uncomfortable  a  day  for  travelling, 
if  you  set  out  on  Tuesday  as  you  intended.  The 
Lord's  unction  is  the  oil  that  makes  the  face  td 
shine,  Psal.  civ-  15 ;  and  every  beam  or  ray  of 
this  shining  lustre,  is  watched  and  observed  with 
a  jealous  eye,  especially  by  those  who  have  any 
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understanding  or  kno\\'ledge  of  tbe  glory  of  this 
anointing  oil.  Yea,  hypocrites  can  see  it  as  well 
as  saints,  for  this  seenns  to  be  the  discriminating 
mark  of  the  wise  virgins,  and  by  which  the  foolish 
knew  them.  The  wise  had  tbe  forgiveness  of 
sins,  which  is  the  lamp  of  salvation ;  they  had 
much  forgiven  and  therefore  loved  much;  their 
love  sprung  from  pardon,  which  is  called  the  joy 
of  salvation. 

Secondly.  It  sprung  from  tbe  love  of  God 
shed  abroad  in  their  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
love  is  the  fire,  and  joy  the  oil  and  flame. 

And,  Thirdly,    it  sprung  from  peace  of  icon- 
science;  "Our  rejoicing  is  this,"  says  Paul,  "the 
,  testimony  of  our  conscience."     Hence  the  par- 
doning love  of  God  in  the  heart,  and  the  witness 
of  the  Spirit  in  their  own  conscience,  was  their 
lamp,  ^nd  their  oil  was  the  joy  of  the  Spirit, 
blazing  out  from  the  inward  testimony  of  con- 
science  ;  this  jnade  the  face  of  the  wise  to  shine, 
which  shewed   the  inward    assurance    of   their 
souls,  and  their  love  to  the  bridegroom;   this  the 
foolish  saw,  namely,  that  God  was  the  health  of 
their  countenance,  and  their  God.     The  joy  of 
the  foolish  sprung  from  natural  affections  stirred 
up,  and  natural  passions  moved ;  such  hear  the 
word,  and  anon  with  joy  receive  it,  and  having 
no  law  applied,    no  conscience    awakened,    no 
bondage   felt,    no   wrath   nor  guilt  working  or 
stirring  within,   their  joy  continued  to  the  last 
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But  wbeD  the  midnight  cry  came,  conscience 
awoke,  wrath  and  guilt,  fear  and  .shame  all  sprung 
up  together  ;  then  all  natural  love  to  the  Saviour 
damped,  and  the  joy  of  corrupt  affections 
withered,  their  heart  sunk,  and  their  countenance 
fell,  and  the  lamp  of  the  wicked  went  out  when 
the  light  of  the  righteous  rejoiced. 

How  strangely  have  I  been  led  out  of  my  way; 
I  intended  only  to  observe  that  a  hot,  smoking 
fit  of  furious  jealousy,  called  coals  of  juniper, 
might  serve  to  stir  afresh,  and  these  coals  are 
sometimes  succeeded  by  a  live  coal  from  the 
altar  of  burnt*offering.  However  I  have  caught 
a  text  by  this  ramble,  so  that  I  am  a  gainer  by 
the  chase. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XXIV. 

The  Doctor  scndeth  greeting, 

Through  the  wisdom,  the  power,  the  faith* 
fulness,  the  truth,  and  the  mercy  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus,  the  devil  that  led  on,  has 

deceived  him,  and  helped  to  ripen  him  for  the 
worst  and  most  fearful  of  all  ends,  that  of  an 
heretic,  a  deceiver,  an  impostor,  and  hypocntCi 


88 

and  an  apostate,  and  my  soul  hates  bim,  and  I 
believe  his' soul  abhorreth  me;  and  tbis  is  tbe^ 
bar,  this  the  criterion  of  the  setpent's  seed,  and 
Zion's  seed.  It  is  to  them  an  evident  token  of 
perdition,  and  to  us  an  evident  token  of  sal- 
vation, and  that  of  God;  and  these  are  the 
effects  of  the  two  mountains  of  bras%  at  which 
the  one  kicks,  stumbles  and  falls,  and  on  which 
the  other  stands  so  fast  as  not  to  be  moved  from 
the  rock,  though  the  rains  descend,  the  winds 
blow,  and  the  floods  beat  vehemently,  being 
founded  upon  a  rock;  apd  that  rock  being  a 
chosen,  an  elect,  a  precious,  and  a  sure  founda- 
tion, and  a  chief  corner  stone.  -. 

This  discriminating  decree  of  heaven  is  the 
gulf  fixed,  and  a  deep  one  it  is,  never  to  be  fa- 
thomed, dived  into,  nor  searched  out,  "but  must 
be  solved  and  resolved  into  the  good  will  and 
pleasure  of  God,  who  has  not  appointed  us  to 
wrath,  but  to  obtain  the  salvation  that  is  in 
Christ,  and  that  with  eternal  glory;  and  this 
many  of  our  enemies  see,  and  know,  and  fret 
and  kick  at.  And  so  says  the  Lord,  "  ^nd  they 
shall  call  them.  The  holy  people,  the  redeemed 
of  the  Lord :  and  thou  shalt  be  called.  Sought 
out,  a  city  not  forsaken,"  Isai  Ixii,  12.  Again, 
"  And  all  that  see  them  shall  acknowledge  them, 
that  they  are  the  seed  which  the  Lord  hath 
blessed,"  Isai.  Ixi.  9.  And  this  is  seen  by  thou- 
sands ;  Saul  ^  owned  it  to  David,  and  the  effect 
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of  it  is,  as  the  wise  man  says,  ^^  The  wicH^  are 
an  abomination  to  the  just;  and  he  thsit  is  U|k 
right  in  the  way  is  an  abomination  to  the  wick- 
ed," Prov.  xxix.  27. 

And  this  has- brought  to  me,  from  various 
of  the  sons  of  darkness,  many  a  desperate  laiq^ 
many  a  revengeful  smile,  amd  many  a  hmrid 
and  hellish  grin.  I  could  not  but  observe  this 
last  Tuesday  as  I  went  to  Monkwell-street,  I 
saw  some  youths  who  appeared  as  if  the  devil 
looked  through  their  eyes,  and  grinned  at  me 
from  their  teeth,  the  mouth  of  such  being  the 
hole  of  the  asp;  but,  '^  Even  in  laughter  the 
heart  is  sorrowful ;"  says  wisdom,  "  and  the  end 
of  that  mirth  is  heaviness,"  Prov.  xiv.  13. 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER  XXV, 


TO  THE  SAiME. 


The  Cabin  on  board  the  Providence,  outward  bound,  for  the 
Fair  Havens,  the  Friendly  Islands,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  ' 
Hope. 

You  must  not  wonder  at  this,  for  over  my 
study  door  at  the  chapel  is  written,  in  large  gilt 
letters,  The  Cabin.     Whether  in  bondage  or  in 
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liberty,  whether  in  the  dark  or  in  the  light, 
whether  the  Lord  be  absent  or  present,  I  seek 
retirement  as  the  best  way  to  settle  accounts; 
public  means  are  ploughing  and  sowing,  but 
private  meditation,  observation,  reading  and 
prayer,  harrows  it  in ;  besides  it  is  a  rare  thing 
to  find  a  companion  of  your  own  stature.  This  I 
recommend  to  thee,  to  observe  all  that  appear  to 
frown  upon  thee,  or  favour  thee  in  thy  castings 
down  and  liftings  up,  discouragements  and  encou- 
ragements, embracings  and  refrainings  to  embrace, 
rods  and  healings,  and  let  confessions,  acknow- 
ledgements, thanks  and  prayers,  praises  and  bless- 
ings move  in  concert  with  these  different  dis- 
pensations, as  the  wheels  do  with  the  cherubims ; 
the  cherubims  are  nothing  but  preachers,  and  the 
wheels  are  nothing  else  but  the  churches,  called 
the  chariot  of  his  willing  people. 

In  the  Revelations  the  wheels  are  called  elders, 
and  the  cherubims  beasts,  and  both  join  in  this 
song,  ^^Thou  hast  redeemed  us."  A  cherub  is 
an  ox,  compare  Ezek.  i.  10,  with  £zek.  x.  14; 
mind,  what  is  called  an  ox,  in  Ezek.  i.  10,  is 
called  a  cherub  in  the  tenth  chapter,  and  four- 
teenth verse.  They  are  oxen  that  tread  out  the 
corn,  and  they  that  eat  it,  digest  it,  and  concoct  il^ 
move  in  concert ;  and  do  you  see  how  they  sing  in 
Revelations,  the  fifth  chapter,  eighth  and  ninth 
verses.  Be  frequent  at  the  bible  when  a  leisure  hour 
offers,  it  furnishes  the  mind,  and  counteracts 
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the  devil  in  the  sale  of  his  wares ;  youthful  lusts, 
vanity,  and  uncleanness  is  all  he  can  feed  on ; 
he  is  the  same  in  the  carnal  mind  as  the  sow  is 
in  the  mire,  a  foul  spirit,  and  this  we  know  by 
sad  experience.  However  so  it  is,  "  Dust  shall 
be  the  serpent's  meat,"  this  he  is  doomed  to,  and 
no  more  to  feed  on  the  favour,  approbation, 
love,  glory,  nor  the  joyful  presence  of  God ; 
^nd  it  is  a'  hell  to  him  to  see  poor  sinners  of 
mankind  indulged  with  such  heavenly  cheer 
through  Christ ;  hence  the  uncleanness,  wrath, 
and  rage  that  the  devil  sometimes  fills  us  with, 
when  he  is  suffered  to  influence  us,  and  wreak  his 
rage  upon  us ;  for  when  the  prince  of  this  world 
Cometh,  he  hath  plenty  in  us  to  work  upon, 
though  he  found  none  of  this  in  Christ,  yet 
he  was  suffered  to  tempt  and  try  his  pure  and 
heavenly  mind,  and  for  wise  ends,  that  he 
might  succour  us  in  our  temptatiops.  Be 
open  also  to  ,   to  unbosom  a  secret  grief 

is  to  saddle  another  with  half  the  load ;  to  dis- 
close a  devil's  secret,  is  to  expose  him  to  shame 
and  contempt ;  and  for  two  or  three  to  unite  in 
prayer  against  him  is  to  be  an  army  with  ban- 
ners, for  two  shall  withstand  him ;  and  a  three- 
fold cord  is  not  quickly  broken,  for  the  Lord  is 
sure  to  be  one,  when  two  or  three  meet  in  his 
name. 

W.H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER  XXVL 


TO  MISS  B. 


Dearly  Beloved  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

Grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  thee. 
1  have  no  doubt  but  you  have  met  with  many 
changes  since  I  saw  you  last^  satan  will  not  quit 
his  possession  without  violence  and  strong  oppo- 
sition, but  the  prey  shall  be  taken  from  the 
mighty,  and  the  lawful  captive  shall  be  delivered. 
Christ  will  have  a  portion  with  the  great,  and  he 
will  divide  the  spoil  with  the  strong  ;  hence,  says 
Paul,  our  weapons  are  mighty  through  God,  to 
pull  down  strong  holds. .  Christ  takes  away  all 
Satan's  armour  wherein  he  trusts,  and  spoils  his 
house;  and  his  armour  is  false  peace,  self- 
sufficiency,  self-righteousness,  blindness  of  mind, 
hardness  of  heart,  enmity  against  God,  and  his 
way,  hatred  to  the  light,  unbelief,  and  carnal 
security. 

When  the  holy  .and  ever  blessed  Spirit  of  God 
comes  upon  the  strong  man,  he  takes  away  all 
these,  binds  the  strong  man,  and  spoils  his 
house;  so  that  instead  of  peace  we  have  de- 
struction and  misery,  ^  sinfulness,  and  perfect 
weakness  instead  of  sufficiency,    condemnation 
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and  deatb  instead  of  righteousness ;  light  to  see 
our  evil  heart,  evil  way,  the  holy  law,  and  all  ' 
the  word  of  God   against  us;  a  wounded  spirit 
instead  of  hardness,  a  cry  to  God  for  reconcilia-** 
tion  instead  of  enmity,  a  desire  to  be  searched, 
and  tried,  and  led  right,  instead  of  hatred  to  the 
light;  a  full  persuasion  that  the  whole  word   of 
God  is  truth  instead  of  unbelief,  and  a  searching 
and  seeking  day  and  night  for  salvation  instead 
of  security.     This,  my  dear  Mary,  is  the  work 
of  God,    and  be  will  carry  it  on ;  and  if  you 
watch  and  observe  you  will  feel  satah  labouring 
at  times  to  strengthen  every  piece  of  this  armour, 
an4  the  most  blessed  Spirit  of  God  will  often  be 
felt  influencing  his  work  in  opposition  to  it ;  be*- 
tween  these   two  you  cannot  do  the  things  that 
you  would,  though  to  will  and  choose  is  present 
with  you. 

Be  not  discouraged,  grace  and  corruption  will 
struggle  and  fight  it  out,  and  jgrace  shall  reign  ; 
God's  eternal  love  to  us,  fixed  upon  us  in  Christ 
Jesus,  shall  reign  over  satanic  wrath,  rage,  and 
cruelty.  Be  of  good  cheer  my  dearly  beloved, 
for  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  God  loves  thee,  and 
hatb  chosen  thee  that  thou  shouldest  know  his 
will,  and  this  we  may  know  by  the  love  that  he 
has  given  ws  to  each  other.  I  have  shed  many, 
t^ars  of  joy  and  sorrow  since  my  return,  at  seeing 
the  goodness  of  God  to  such  a  poor  despised 
wretch  as  I  am,  in  blessing  my  books  and  my 
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prtacbingy  to  raise  so  many  poor  souls  to  hope 
as  I  found  in  my  last  journey,  even  five  in  one 
family. 

I  have  now  got  more  under  my  wings  than  my 
feathers  can  cover,  but  in  our  father's  house  are 
maoy  mansions ;  ^^  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  sou), 
and  forget  not  all  his  benefits.''  Many  pulpits 
were  shut  against  me,  but  God  opened  other 
places,  and  he  opened  my  mouth  and  my  heart, 
till  I  really  appeared  a  wonder  to  myself;  and 
that  this  bis  goodness  might  not  puff  me  up,  be 
was  so  kind  as  to  keep  me  in  a  spirit  of  meek- 
ness, lowliness,  and  self-abasement  all  day  long 
crying  over  his  undeserved  goodness,  and  my  un- 
worthiness  of  the  least  of  his  favours.  Never 
did  I  see  so  many  poor  starving  souls,  as  I  saw 
in  my  last  journey,  some  of  whom  followed  me 
near  a  hundred  miles,  and  wept  bitterly  when  I 
came  away.  Naomi  tells  me  Betsy  is  very  low, 
I  sent  her  a  scrap  last  week.  My  duty  to  mother, 
love  to  my  true  yoke  fellow. 


God  bless  thee. 


W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER  XXVII. 


TO  MRS.  B. 


t>ear  Mother  in  the  hoi^  Jesus  Christ, 

.  I  WAS  glad  in  my  heart  to  bear  by  Miss 
Betsy's  letter,  that  you  were  in  some  degree  re- 
covered from  yoqr  late  illness.  How  good  is 
God  in  regarding  the  poor  petitions  of  bis  mean 
and  much  despised  servants ;  but  he  knows  them 
that  are ,  bis,  and  who  put  their  trust  in  him.  I 
bless  my  God,  for  giyipg  you  a  comfortable  re- 
vival of  the  work  in  your  late  affliction,  that  as 
the  outward  man  decayed,  so  the  inward  man 
was  renewed. 

Grace  shall  reign,'  my  dear  mother,  and  love 
shall  cast  out  fear  and  torment,  for  he  came  to 
deliver  them  who  through  the  fear  of  death  were 
all  their  life- time  subject  to  bondage  ;  "  O  Death 
where  is  thy  sting,  O  Grave  where  is  thy  victory  ? 
The  sting  of  death  is  sin,"  and  faith  purifies  us 
from  that ;  "  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law,"  and 
we  are  redeemed  from  that.  The  grave  could 
not  hold  Christ,  nor  shall  it  hold  us,  '^  with  my 
dead  body  shall  they  arise ;"  '*  I  will  raise  them 
up  at  the  last  day."    Then  where  is  the  victory  of 
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the  grace?  Why,  the  Saviour  took  the  bitter* 
cup,  be  tasted  death  for  every  maa,  and  what  he 
tasted  that  he  devoured ;  for  he  swallowed  up 
death  Id  victory. 

There  is  nothing,  my  dear  mother,  that  God 
has  promised  us  in  Christ  Jesus,  but  what  we  may 
have  if  we  pray  for  it  I  believed  in  my  heart 
that  God  would  raise  up  both  you  and  my  dear 
companion,  if  we  asked  him,  and  though  he  often 
iSieems  to  delay,  and  lets  our  cases  get  worse,  yet 
they  that  know  a  little  of  his  ways  will  importune 
the  more,  and  we  are  sure  to  reap  if  we  faint 
not.  No  good  thing  will  he  withhold  from  them 
that  walk  uprightly,  and  it  is  the  upright  that 
love  thee,  says  the  holy  spouse.  Tender  my  re- 
spects to  all  friends,  and  believe  me  to  be, 

Your  willing  Servant,  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


FINIS, 


J.  Inhis,  Printer,  WdlMt.  Oxfords  lAndwi. 
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Christian  Reader^ 

I  DESIRE  to  render  thanks  to  Almighty 
God  for  bis  manifold  and  repeated  kindnesses^ 
in  appointing  the  means,  removing  obstructions, 
and  enabling  me  from  time  to  time  to  lay  before 
thee  so  instructive  a  body  of  epistolary  corre- 
spondence as  the  Gleanings  of  the  Vintage  con- 
tain; and  that  devoid  of  flattery,  or  any  other 
motive  base  in  itself,  and  dishonourable  to  the 
God  that  formed  me.  The  sacrifice  of  praise  is 
well  pleasing  and  acceptable  to  the  Father  of  all 
mercies,  but  we  cannot  expect  a  continuation  of 
those  favours,  if  we  follow  the  objectionable 
conduct  of  king  Hezekiah,  who  rendered  not 
again  according  to  the  benefit  done  unto  him; 
for  his  heart  was  lifted  up. 

That  the  blessing  of  heaven  may  attend  these 
communications  to  thy  soul's  welfare,  is  the  ear- 
nest prayer  of, 

E,  HUNTINGTON. 

High  Street, 
Jan.  I9f  1814. 
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LETTERS. 


LETTER  I. 


To  Mr.  W.  B. 


Brother  B. 

Mt  heart  hath  long  been  at  B.  and  in  my 
own  imagination  and  upon  the  wings  of  fancy  I 
have  been  there  and  back  again  for  many  days 
past;  but  these  imaginary  flights  are  nothing  new, 
for^  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  under  uncom- 
mon comfortable  frames,  I  have  been  as  I  thought 
preparing  for  glory,  but  instead  of  that  it  hath 
been  only  a  reviving  cordial  to  keep  me  from 
fainting  when  the  next  hour  of  desertion,  cruel 
jealousy,  or  fiery  trial  came  on :  and  after  all  my 
tours  to  B.  I  am  just  where  I  was^  namely  at 
Paddington.  The  worst  lumber,  the  greatest 
burden  and  incumbrance  is  that  part  which  could 
iiQt  pass  over  the  brook  Besor,  but  tarried  behind 
with  the  stuff,  I  mean  the  carcase  and  the  cloaths; 
were  it  not  for  these  I  would  assume  the  wings  of 
a  dove,  and  soon  pay  a  visit  at  Gassons. 

The  present  wet  weather  discourages  me  not  It 
little,' for  your  neighbourhood  must  be  very  dirty, 


and  the  roads  bad.  I  have  had  it  upon  my  mind 
for  some  time  to  come  through  H.  I  wish  to 
have  your  opinion  of  that  road.  Moreover  I  do 
intend,  if  I  can  prevail  upon  — -—  to  stand  up 
one  Sunday  for  me  at  Providence,  to  spend  one 
Lord's  day  with  yott  ifi  the  tM  barn,  as  soon  as 
the  weather  shall  permit  me  to  come.  I  have 
been  for  a  long  time  past  much  in  earnest  and 
importunate  with  God  in  behalf  of  our  much 
threatened  country,  and  so  have  all  that  I  know, 
who  are  at  all  acquainted  with  God ;  and  I  can  but 
admire  how  wonderfully  he  hath  condescended 
to  hear  and  answer,  by  the  many  signal  victories 
be  hath  granted  in  our  favour.  I  am  in  bopes 
the  hottest  part  of  the  hour  of  tempation  is  over^ 
a^d  that  the  ruin  of  France  is  hastening  on  apace. 
O  how  good  is  my  God  to  the  children  of  men  ! 
how  has  he  kept  us  in  peace  while  these  awful 
judgments  have  been  abroad  in  the  earth;  while 
hell  has  opened  her  mouth  beyond  measure,  and 
the  glory  and  pomp  of  so  many  have  descended 
into  it,  we  have  sat  under  the  joyful  sound,  and 
have  found  our  salvation  nearer  than  when  we 
first  believed.  I  should  be  very  glad  of  a  line  or 
two  to  know  bow  you  all  are^  I  have  not  had  much 
time  of  late  to  write.  Fare^*ell,  the  Lord  Jesusi 
bless  both  you  and  yours,  mis  and  mine,  and  his 
whole  church,  so  prays. 

Thine  affectionate  Brother  ip  Christ,^ 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER  11. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Monday  Morntiif  ^ 

I  aBCsiVED  my  dearly  beloved  frienil's  kind 
episde,  and  was.  glad  to  hear  ibat  be  b  in  some 
naeaisure  recovered.  The  JLord  brings  dowtt  aubd 
lifts  \tfh  I  have  been  inwardly  drooping  fcnr 
several  weeks,  bat  still  ke^t  about  till  last  week, 
having  preaebed  five  times  runoing,  and  being 
all  but  melted  in  the  work.  I  went  botne  last 
Wedioesday^  miich  shook  and  impaired,  so  thatoa 
Thursday  could  scarcely  take  ihy  perpetual 
walks,  and  am  left  very  weak  and  low,  more  so 
tiiack  I  have  been  for  socne  years* 

But  faitb  and  hope  are  still  with  me»  the  first  is 
the  hand,  and  the  other  th^  anchor ;  and  bad  oS 
roust  that  vessel  be  that  has  no  hope  in  a  stormy 
nor  band  to  cast  out  the  tackling  of  the  shipc 
Many  warnings  havel  experienced  about  quitting 
this  clay  cottage,  and  I  am  at  times  so  sick  of  ir^ 
that  wlttibeir  I  am  comfortable  or  distressed^ 
whetfaef  happy  or  nriserable^  wbetfaer  in  darkness 
or  in  light,.  I  have  no  earnest  desire  to  abide  in 
iL  It  is  called  our  earthly  house  of  this  taber- 
naele ;  bones  are  the  pins,  sinews  the  cords,  and 
breath  the  main  pillar.     The  leprosy  is  in  the 
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walls,  the  plague  in  the  heart,  mortality  in  the 
whole  mass,  and  corruption  in  the  doom;  the 
creature  is  subjected  to  death  and  corruption,  but 
is  subjected  in  hope :  "  Because  the  creature 
itself  also  shall  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of 
corruption,  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  chil- 
dren of  God.*' 

"  For  we  know,  that  if  our  earthly  house  of  this 
tabernacle  were  .dissolved,"  says  Paul,  "we  have 
a  building  of  God,  an  house  not  made  with  hands^ 
eternal  in  the  heavens/'  But  the  question  is, 
What  is  this  house  ?  It  is  not  the  heavens,  but 
a  house  in  the  heavens,  not  our  house  above,  but 
our  house  which  is  from  above.  '•  Whatever  this 
house  may  be  it  is  called  our  clothing,  2  Cor.  v. 
This  house  is  further  described  by  our  being 
raised  with  spiritual  bodies,  sown  in  weakness, 
raised  in  power ;  it  is  sown  in  dishonour,  it  is 
raised  in  glory;  it  is  sown  in  corruption,  it  is 
raised  in  incorruption ;  it  is  sown  a  natural  body^ 
it  is  raised  a  spiritual  body.  This  is  called  a 
being  clothed  upon,  with  our  house  which  is 
from  above,  which  is  explained  thus,  "  For  this 
corruptible  shall  put  on  incorruption,  and  this 
mortal  shall  put  on  immortality :"  but  this  incor- 
ruption and  immortality  are  not  the  heavens. 
Immortality  is  ascribed  to  the  Divine  Being 
alone,  exclusive  of  every  thing  else,  1  Tim.  vi. 
l6;  "Keep  this  commandment  without  spot, 
until  the  appearing  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ; 
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which  in  his  time  he  shall  shew,  who  is  the  bless- 
ed and  only  Potentate,  the  King  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords ;  who  only  hath  imiiiortality,  dwell- 
ing in  the  light."  This  life  and  immortality  is 
brought  to  light  by  the  gospel,  2  Tim.  i.  10.  Now 
seeing  that  this  house,  with  which  we  are  to  be 
clothed  upon,  is  called  life  and  immortality,  and 
when  these  are  put  on,  then  mortality  is  said  to 
be  swallowed  up  of  life,  2  Cor.  v.  4;  it  remains 
that  this  house  is  nothing  else  but  the  Son  of 
God,  in  all  his  fulness  of  grace  and  glory. 

It  is  the  business  of  faith  to  put  on  Christ  cru- 
cified, and  to  walk  in  him;  and  it  is  he,  in 
his  finished  work  and  fulness  of  grace,  th^t 
now  adorns  the  believing  soul.  And  what  is 
Paul's  wish,  to  be  found  in  him  in  that  day? 
To  put  him  on  as  risen  and  glorified ;  w*e  shall 
have,  our  vile  bodies  changed  like  unto  his;  we 
shall  awake  in  his  likeness,  and  see  him  as  he  is, ' 
and  bear  the  image^  of  the  heavenly  Adam.  But 
methinks  I  hear  my  companion  say,  *  Can  Christ 
be  called  an  house?'  He  is  called  our  strong 
tower,  where  the  righteous  run  in  and  are  safe, 
Prov.  xviii.  10;  our  dwelling  place  in  all  gene- 
rations, Ps.  xc.  1.  Yea,  a  house  also;  "Bow 
down  thine  ear  unto  me,  deliver  me  speedily: 
be  thou  my  strong  rock,  for  an  house  of  defence 
to  save  me,"  Ps.  xxxi.  2. 

The  Spirit  of  God  will   change,    form,  and 
fashion  these  vile  bodies,  and  then,   *'  Every  one 
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that  is  perfect  shall  be  as  bis  master ;''  and  they 
aball  be  perfect  io  one,  be  one  among  themselves, 
and  perfect  in  one   head.      Christ  will  fill  all 
things,  all  the  vessels  of  mercy  are'to  be  gathered 
in  him,  Ephes.  i.    10;  and  he  is  to  fill  all  &ings^ 
Ephes.  iv.  10.    "Put  on,"  says  Paul,  "bowels of 
merciesy  humbleness  of  mind,  &c. ;  but  above  all 
put  on  charity,  which  is  the  bond  of  all  perfect*' 
ness;"  this  comes  the  nearest  to  the  putting  ott 
of  immortality.     Thus  I  have  shewn  a  mystery; 
and  a  path  that  thousands  have  bunded  in  vaitt 
to  describe,  calling  heaven  our  house.    But  a  sin-^ 
ner  clothed  with  the  heavens,  would  find  but  a  hell 
in  the  presence  of  God,  unless  immortality  be  pwt 
on,  and  Christ  only  hath  immortality^     My  kind 
love  to  all, 

Ever  your's, 


ggJ^^M^^ijiMiMjaa^Mit^ 


LETTER  III. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

1 

Church  Street,  Paddjngton. 

I  WAS  not  a  little  pleased  at  the  reception  of 
thine.  A  visit  of  the  Lord's  countenance  anoints 
the  eyes  that  we  may  see ;  it  removes  the  vail, 
and  rends  the  caul  of  the  hear^  and  leaves  a 
cavity  open  for  truth  to  enter  in  at ;  it  bursts  our 
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bandsj  and  omkes  the  bolt  of  unbelief  give  way, 
Jt  throws  down  high  things^  and  brings  QUf 
(thoughts  intp  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  Christ ; 
it  r^movp^s  the  spirit  of  the  world,  and  sets  us  tp 
admiring  the  things  that  are  freely  given  us  of 
God.  The  rushing  of  a  inigbty  wind  fills  tha 
soul,  and  with  favour  we  are  compassed  about  nm 
with  a  shield*  God  appears  as  our  glory,  aa4 
the  lifter  up  of  our  head;  the  soul  is  anoiQte4 
with  the  oil  of  joy;  and.  the  powerful,  arm  of 
victorious  grace  is  exalted  with  honour.  The 
horrible  pit  vanishes  out  of  sight,  as  swallowed 
up  in  the  gopdoess  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of 
the  living;  this  brings  forth  the  issues  fromdeatbi 
and  reveals  Gpd's  way  to  bliss  upon  earth,  at- 
tended with  the  saving  health  promised  to  all 
nations;  tl>en,  "  Return  to  thy  rest,  O  my  sonl, 
for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee/' 
Ps.  cxyi,  7. 

As  for  me,  my  name  is  by  no  means  to  sink  out 
of  date,  or  to  be  forgotten  in  the  city ;  whether  I 
shall  do  worthily  at  Ephratah  I  cannot  tell,  but 
sure  my  name  must  be  iamous  in  Bethlehem. 
But  I  know  it  is  for  Christ's  sake  that  I  suffer 
reproach,  in  all  mine  affliction  he  is  afflicted,  they 
that  bate  the  light  in  his  children,  touch  (he  apple 
of  his  eye;  but  for  shame  I  shall  have  doubly 
and  for  confusion  I  shall  reji^ice  in  my  portion. : 
ajQid  I  must  say  in  all  this,  that  his  yok^  is  easy 
fknd  his  hurdea  is  light^  when  comp^re^  to  a  sen^e 
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of  divine  wrath,  and  a  guilty  conscience,  and 
bow  much  more  so  when  compared  to  endless 
misery.  I  have  been  out  once  a  week  for  these 
five  weeks  successively,  to  visit  one  little  place  or 
other  adjacent,  and  have  had  a  cold,  but  am  bet- 
ter at  present.  I  shall  expect  to  see  you  soon, 
but  wish  you  to  give  me  a  line  previous,  if  con- 
venient; nor  will  I  say  that  I  will  not  come 
to  B.  if  the  Lord  should  send  us  a  little  fine 
weather.  I  beg  to  be  remembered  to  your  spouse 
and  family  though  unknown,  and  to  brother  J. 
and  all  those  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in 
sincerity  and  truth;  and  subscribe  myself^  Dear 
Brother,  Affectionately  yours  in  the  rough  and 
disagreeable,  but  safe  and  sure  path  of  tribula- 
tion, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER  IV. 


TO  MISS  B. 


Poor  Dear  Mary, 

I  AM  grieved  to  hear  by  Betsy,  that  your 
painful  complaint  has  returned  upon  you  again, 
and  also  that  poor  mother  is  very  poorly 
still.  You  are  not  a  stranger,  Mary,  to  the  holy 
law  of  God,  a  real  application  of  this  has,  I 
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believe,  been  made  to  thy  beart.  You  have  felt 
the  power  of  it  in  awakening  the  mind  and  con- 
science ;  the  light  of  it  has  discovered  the  follies 
of  youth,  the  vanity  of  a  fprm  of  godliness,  and 
the. enmity  of  the  carnal  mind.  You  have  felt 
the  terrors  it  communicates,  the  wrath  it  reveals, 
the  bondage  that  it  genders,  the  slavish  fear  that  it 
works,  and  you  have  felt  the  condeipnation  and 
death  that  it  administers;  these,  my  dear  girl,  are  the 
terrible  operations  of  it.  The  intention  of  God 
in  this  terrible  work,  is  to  destroy  all  vain  boast- 
ing, to  stop  the  mouth  from  pleading  innocent, 
and  to  bring  the  poor  sinner  in  guilty  before 
God.  It  destroys  the  sandy  foundation;  all 
false  hopes,  false  confidences,  false  notions  of  a 
God  all  mercy,  an  empty  form  of  religion,  and 
all  human  righteousness,  supposed  goodness, 
counterfeit  holiness  and  vain  wisdom,  all  give  way, 
and  let  the  poor  sinner  down  into  the  pit  of  hor- 
ror ;  here  sins  staring  him  in  the  face,  abash  and 
confound  him,  and  the  burden  of  guilt  press 
hard  upon  him,  and  the  aqger  of  God  cuts  him 
off. 

One  vain  imagination  still  remains  with  him, 
he  supposes  that  he  has  some  power,  some 
strength  left  him,  which  he  supposes  must  be  the 
case,  because  God  commands  him  to  do  so  much, 
which  he  thinks  God  would  not  do,  if  man  had 
no  power  to  perform.  This  poor  withered  arm 
is  often  stretched  forth,  and  propped  up  with 
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many  vowSy  and  good  resolves;  but  being  cbn^ 
tinually  jdiaappointed^  and  therefore  bafBed  and 
confounded,  we  despair  of  any  help  from  (bis 
poor  broken  idol  also,  and  now  all  refuge  fails ; 
a  whole  Saviour,  or  lost  for  even  This  my  dear 
is  human  nature  at  wreck,  and  the  whole  fabric  of 
natural  religion  in  ruins;  out  of  these  ruins  a 
building  of.  mercy  is  raised.  First,  light,  distant 
but  transient  views  of  gospel  ground  appears,  this 
raises  hope  and  expectation,  which  keep  us  from 
sinking  lower;  here  and  there  a  passage  of  holy 
writ  opens  to  us,  and  lets  the  mind  in,  when  a 
lively  sweetness  is  tasted,  this  encourages  hope^ 
and  this  begets  a  firm  expectation  of  better  ti* 
dings,  better  days,  and  that  it  is  in  mercy  that 
God  has  afflicted  us. 

All  the  honour  of  proud  and  depraved  nature^ 
being  stained  and  laid  in  the  dust,  all  our  thoughts 
are  brou^t  into  willing  captivity  to  the  obedience 
of  Christ ;  we  think  of  nothing  in  point  of  ac-- 
cepfrnoe  with  God,  but  by  attention  and  obe* 
dience  to  the  voice  of  Christ.  All  our  desires 
meet  and  centre  in  him,  and  all  our  expectatioas 
are  from  him  alone,  and  there  is  a  sweet  savour, 
an  unction,  a  balmy  dew. in  his  pfeciotis  name, 
and  as  this  encreases,  self  is  disrelished ;  und  aft 
Christ's  love  is  felt^  sel^  sinful  self,  ajid  r^bteoos 
self  is  loathed,  debased,  yea  abhorred.  Now  our 
foot-hold  appears  firm,  satan,  unbelief,  and  poHii-* 
ted  nature  ail  work,  but  there  is  a  firmnessi  in  tbe 
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mindy  and  a  sensible  support  in  the  heart; 
and  that  which  makes  this  manifest  unto  us  is, 
confession,  cocnplaintSi  and  prayers  do  not  oc- 
cupy all  our  time;  a  few  thanksi  blessings,  and 
{M-aiseSy  will  force  themselves  through  our  lips, 
which  by  fits  of  hope  and  joy  rise  up  in  the 
heart ;  this  shews  that  the  work  of  grace  is  be- 
gun, "  This  people  have  I  formed  for  myself, 
they  shall  shew  forth  my  praise."  It  shews  that 
the  gates  of  life  and  liberty  begin  to  yield,  "  En- 
ter  his  gates  with  thanks^ving,  and  into  his  courts 
with  praise.  "  We  may  cry,  groan,  and  sorrow 
in  despair,  or  exercise  desperate  sorrow,  but  no 
praise  will  break  through  from  the  heart,  till  some 
access  to  God  is  granted ;  **  Thou  shall  call  thy 
walls  salvation,  and  thy  gates  praise*" 

Well,  girl,  you  see  I  have  pursued  close  after 
thee,  and  have  not  missed  thy  track ;  I  have  come 
step  by  step,  and  I  have  overtaken  thee,  and 
thou  art  not  two  footsteps  from  the  spot  which  I 
have  traced  thee  to.  If  you  say,  yea,  such  a 
man  as  you  can  certainly  divine,  then  I  tell  thee, 
that  thou  art  upon  the  foundation  that  God  has 
laid  in  Zion,  and  the  gates  of  hell  fihall  not  pre- 
vail against  thee.  Thy  afflictions  may  be  in- 
tended as  a  spur  to  diligence  ;  secondly,  to  pro- 
mote, and  put  the  keener  ed^  to  appetite.  There 
is  a  blessing  both  upon  the  appetite  and 
upon  the  food,  to  shew  that  there  is  life 
in   both:  ^^  Blessed  are  they  that  hunger   and 
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thirst;  and  God  will  bless  Zion*s  provisiorii  and 
satisfy  her  poor  with  bread.  Betsy's  letter  re- 
joiced me,  she  finds  meekness,  and  much  access 
in  prayer ;  this  is  heaven  my  dear  Mary,  pursue 
it  night  and  day.  I  lay  your  case  before  God, 
and  shall  not  forget  you.    ' 

S,S. 


LETTER  V. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


My  Dearly  Beloved  and  longed  for,  my  joy 
and  the  crown  of  my  rejoicing  in  that  day  when 
the  Lord  shall  make  up  his  jewels,  when  the  pre- 
cious children  of  Zion  that  are  in  this  world 
esteemed  as  earthen  pitchers  shall  be  as  the  wings 
of  a  dove  covered  with  silver,  and  their  feathers 
with  yellow  gold.  I  believe  that  thou  art  or  wilt 
be  my  own  child  in  the  faith,  and  I  hope  that  thou 
wilt  not  be  ashamed  of  thy  progenitor,  knowing 
that  my  dark  appearance  will  not  alter  thy  fair 
skin,  though  I  may  be  of  some  use  in  adorning 
thy  soul,  or  be  a  fellow-helper  of  thy  joy.  I 
hope  that  all  sight  and  sense  of  sin  is  not  worn 
off,  and  that  the  dear  Redeemer's  name  has  not 
lost  all  his  sweet  savour:  his  name  is  still  an  oint^ 
ment  poured  forth^  and  this  thou  wilt  own  and 
confess  whenever  the  sweet  beams  of  his  blessed 
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face,  apd..the  propitiau^  looks  of  his .  Wessied 
eyes,  shine  and  dart  their  rays  itxto  thy:  hj^^rt; 
healing  .and  health  will  attepd  |the  gl^riou^  risio^ 
and  the  secret  manifestation.. 

Thou  knowest  not  yet  what  thou  art  born  to 
see;  the.  Saviour  will,  snanifest  hijoasejlf  totl^qo^ 
that  the  Father  hath  given  him  out  of  the  wprlc^^ 
Hitherto  thou  hast  drank  of  the  bitter  cup,  an^ 
hast  experienced  the  days  of  adversity ;  but 
there  is  a  cup  of  salvation,  and  days  of  the  ^oq 
of  man  before  thee;  days  of  prosperity.  And  ypu 
shall  see  the  curtains  of  Solomon ,  as  well  a9  tha 
tents  of  Kedar,  and  sing  of  mercy  as  well  apof 
judgment.  God  will  not  contend,  for  ever,  nop 
be  always  wrath;  bis  anger  endpreth  bu(  a  n^o^- 
ment,  yi  his  favour  islife;  weeping  ipay,  endure 
for  a  night/:  bpt  joy.cometb  in  the.  mornings  39 
I  predict,  and;  :so  thou  shalt  he  brought  to  con- 
fess; Be  diligent,  be  much  in  private  prayer, 
and  be  thankful  for  what  he  haj:h  done.-  If  ,con«- 
science  or  s^tafl  accuse,  confess;  if  grief  over- 
flow, pray;  if  any  glimpse  of  life  or  favour,  b§ 
thankful,  and  acknowledge  every  hint  dropped, 
or  every  encouragement  given ;  this  pleases  God 
in  Christ  Jesus.  And  by  attending  daily  to 
these  things  do  I  keep  my  soul  alive,  while  num- 
bers, unobservant  of  these  operations,  neglect 
their  books,  omit  taking  stock,  and  are  daily 
running  back  in  the  heavenly  trade,  though  god- 
liness with  contentment  be  such  great  gain,  yea, 
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better  than  gold,  and  the  revenues  ef  wisdom 
better  than  choice  silver.  No  mention  must  be 
9iade  of  coral,  or  of  pearl,  for  the  price  of 
wisdom  is  above  rubies. 

I  bless  my  God,  he  is  still  with  me,  and  -pre- 
cious to  my  soul;  I  makeup  all  my  happiness  in 
my  shield,  and  in  my  exceeding  great  reward. 
Let  me  encourage  thee,  my  dear  daughter,  to 
seek  after,  to  cherish  and  encourage  righteous- 
ness,  meekness,  quietude,  peace,  faith,  love, 
humility,  tenderness,  diligence,  watchfulness 
upon  the  hand  of  God,  and  gratitude  for  what 
he  has  done,  knowing  that  we  have  all  sold  our* 
selves,  and  are  enemies  and  rebels.  While  thou 
art  mourning  after  greater  things,  do  not  despise 
the  day  of  dmall  things,  but  acknowledge  with 
thankftilness  what  thou  bast ;  this  is  the  fault  of 
not  a  few,  which  God  resents  by  keeping  them  in 
bondage,  and  making  their  chains  heavy,  Read 
2  Chrpn.  xxxii.  25. 

Tender  my  duty  to  mother,  and  love  to  my 
companion  in  villany,  in  misery,  and  in  mercy. 

Ever  thine, 

S.S. 


&l 


LETTER  VI, 


TO  MRS.  E, 


My  Dear  Betty, 

I  HAD  a  good  mind  to  have  called  on  yoo 
yesterday,  but  knowing  bow  yon  was  left,  and  not 
knowing  bow  God  baa  prospered  the  widow,  I 
was  afraid.  However  I  have  no  doubt  but  her 
heart  is  with  us,  and  the  hand  will  shew  it,  if 
she  can  afford  it.  God  does  most  wonderfully 
bless  his  work  in  the  new  place ;  \e  has  made  it 
the  banquetting  house,  the  wedding  chamber, 
and  the  nursery ;  and  it  shall  be  said  when  God 
writetb  up  the  people,  that  this  and  that  man  wa9 
born  there.  Betty,  the  Coalbeaver  saluteth. 
tbee.  t^ 

W.  H*  $•  S* 


Sit 


LETTER  VII. 


TO  Miss  a.  t. 

My  poor  little  Dears, 

All  bail !     Glad  was  my  soul  last  night  to  , 
hear  that  the  snare  is  broken,  the  little  fox  that 
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spoils  the  vines  is  discovered ;  and  my  dear  little 
ones  delivered :  and  sure  I  am  that  you  shall 
see  greater  things  than  these.  You  will  soon  see 
what  a  generation  of  vipers  there  are  in  a  pro- 
fession, and  your  souls,  as  well  as  mine,  shall 
praise  him  with  joyful  lips,  who  has  made  us  thus 
to  differ.  All  your  angels  of  light  will  turn  into 
fiends  before  you,  and  the  more  God  shines  upon 
your  souls,  the  blacker  will  they  appear.  We  all 
rejoiced  together  last  night,  and  blessed  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel.  And  how  do  I  long  to  see  my 
poor  dears  at  Cricklewood.  I  have  been  re- 
joicing with  you  at  B.  all  this  morning,  nothing 
but  my  carcase  and  clothes  are  here. 

The  Lord  send  us  a  little  fine  weather,  that  I 
may  once  more  see  you  under  my  roof ;  surely 
death  itself  will  never  separate  you  from  me. 
Be  sure  keep  up  prayer,  in  every  thing  seek  God's 
guidance  and  assistance,  and  you  shall  find  there 
is  such  a  thing  as  a  heaven  upon  earth;  if  it  had 
not  been  for  prayer,  the  wicked  would  have  swaU 
lowed  me  up,  and  my  soul  bad  dwelt  in  silence. 
Pray  for  me,  and  excuse  haste.  I  am  going  once 
more  to  bear  tidings  in  the  city,  Kind  respects 
to  father.  God  Almighty  bless,  preserve,  and 
ieep  my  poor  little  ones,,  for  if  I  am  bereaved  J 
am  bereaved.     Grace  and  peace. 

Ever  thine, 

W.H.  S,S, 
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LETTER  VIII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Was  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  sad  disaster 
of  — — ,  hope  she  has  received  no  material  da- 
mage ;  for  although  I  was  a  little  angry  with  her 
at  my  setting  off  to  B.  mine  anger  is  turned  away, 
and  I  do  earnestly  remember  her  still  in  every 
poor  prayer  of  mine,  and  hope  I  ever  shall. 
Poor  ■  is  very  ill,  and  I  have  no  hope  for 
him,  but  in  the  almighty  arm  of  God,  through 
the  poor,  feeble  petitions  of  faith.  There  is 
much  sickness  among  us  at  present,  and  indeed 
this  world  is  nothing  but  an  hospital,  and  every 
ward  has  got  some  that  are  sick;  some  of  whom 
their  sickness  is  not  unto  death,  but  for  the  glory 
of  God,  that  the  Son  of  God  may  be  glorified 
thereby.  It  is  too  far  for  me  to  come  to  the 
harvest  home,  but  I  wish  a  plentiful  crop,  and 
safe  in  the  barn. 

And  now  how  does  my  little  one  go  on  ?  Does 
she  find  the  door  of  hppe  open  to  her,  so  as  for 
a  little  confidence  and  expectation  to  enter  in, 
and  to  bring  out  tidings  of  better  days,  better 
things,  and  better  tidings  ?  Is  there  ever  any 
such  a  thing  felt  as  the  spouse  describes,  a  little 
sweet  swelling  myrrh  upon  the  handles  of  the 
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locky  or  a  little  heavenly  love  which  softens  the 
rust  of  a  hard  and  unbelieving  heart,  so  that  at 
times  it  gives  way>.  enlarges^  and  opens  tq  the 
best  beloved  ?  Is  there  now  and  then  a  live  coal 
brought  from  the  altar  of  burnt  offering,  to  melt 
down,  to^dissolve,  and  soften  the  soul;  to  meeken, 
humble,  and  resign  it,  attended  with  cutting 
contrition,  regret,  shame,  blushing  and  confusion  ; 
attended  with  self-loathing  and  pious  grief,  which 
are  all  set  in  motion  by  some  fresh  discovery  of, 
and  a  feeling  sense  of,  the  dying  love  of  Zion's 
bridegroom  ? 

Does  any  of  the  kind  invitations,  promises, 
encouragements,  and  allurements  held  forth  in 
the  word  of  God,  ever  come  into  the  mind  with 
any  relief,  refreshing  consolation,  or  good  news 
from  a  far  country,  just  to  let  you  know  that  your 
Redeemer  lives,  and  that  he  has  not  forgotten  to 
be  gracious  ?  Does  the  heavenly  dove  ever  help 
thine  infirmities  on  thy  knees,  so  as-  to  ease  the 
mind  of  its  cares,  get  rid  of  some  part  of  thy 
burden,  to  scatter  the  doubts,  dispel  thy  fears, 
and  to  furnish  thee  with  an  answer  against  a  lying 
devil  ?  I  hope  my  dear  little  one  will  send  me  a 
solution  of  some  of  these.  If  she  takes  her  pen 
in  hand  as  soon  as  she  has  read  this  over  the  se- 
,  cond  time,  I  shall  receive  mine  own  with  usury, 
but  if  she  puts  it  off  till  a  more  convenient  Season, 
the  devil  will  have  gained  his  end,  and  I  shall 
receive  neither  principal  nor  interest, 

W.  H.  S,  S 
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LETTER  IX. 

TO  THE  SAME- 

My  Darling,  the  joy  of  my  heart,  the  light  of  my 
eyes,  the  travail  of  my  soul,  the  trophy  of  my 
prayers,  the  joy  of  my  life,  and  the  nourisher  of 
my  old  age. 

Thou  knowest  not  how-we  were  disappointed 
last  Lord's  day,  at  not  seeing  my  poor  little  Ann; 
but  alas !  we  were  all  disappointed.  There  is 
little  talked  of  annongst  us  but  poor  little  Ann; 
you  are  in  our  hearts  to  live  and  die  with  you. 

Cheer  up  my  little  one,  he  will  wean  thee,  he 
vvill  strip  thee,  he  will  purge  and  try  thee,  he  will 
kill  thee  to  this  world,  and  to  all  but  himself,  and 
then  thou  shalt  hear  his  voix:e  and  live.  His  work 
is  befbre  him,  and  his  reward  is  with  him.  He  is 
anointed,  appointed,  and  sent  to  speak  a  word 
itr  due  season  to  them  that  are  weary,  to  bind  up 
the  broken  hearted,  to  save  the  lost,  to  open 
the  eyes  of  the  blind  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf,  to 
pay  the  debts  of  debtors,  to  reconcile  enemies, 
to  give  life  to  the  dead,  wisdom  to  fools,  and 
strength  to  the  weak. 

Be  of  good  cheer,  arise,  he  calleth  thee,  be 
calleth  to  all  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden,  and 
to  all  that  hunger  and  thirst,  and  to  all  that  are 
made  willing  to  take  the  waters  of  life  freely. 
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And  sure  I  am  that  heaven  and  earth  shall  pass 
away  before  one  jot  or  tittle  of  his  word  shall 
fail,  disappoint  his  people  that  seek  him,  or  pass 
away  unfulfilled.  Dearly  beloved  and  longed 
for,  my  joy  and  crown,  and  the  crown  of  my 
rejoicing,  be  of  good  comfort,  wait  patiently, 
and  he  that  shall  come  will  come;  nor  shall  little 
Ann,  nor  her  unbelief,  nor  time  itself  make  me 
a  liar. 

Ever  thine, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  X. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


I  HAVE  joyful  news  to  tell  thee,  my  poor 
little  one,  your  poor  friend  Naomi,  who  has  lain 
nine  or  ten  years  among  the  pots,  is  now  as  the 
wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  silver,  and  her 
feathers  with  yellow  gold.  Yesterday  was  a  week, 
on  Sunday  morning,  bhe  was  very,  very  low,  and 
when  I  gave  out  my  text,  which  was,  **  Lord, 
Lord,  open  to  us,"  she  said  to  herself,  O  here  is 
nothing  forme;  but  under  that  discourse  God 
rent  the  vail,  and  destroyed  the  face  of  the  co- 
vering that  has  long  hung  heavy  upon  her  heart, 
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and  at  night  she  heard  to  her  comfort ;  and  when 
she  went  home,  to  her  great  surprize,  she  found 
her  bible  unsealed  also. 

The  day-dawn  shined  in  that  dark  place,  called 
the  sure  word  of  prophesy,  and  such  understand- 
ing she  seems  to  have  as  is  astonishing ;  she  is 
almost  a  prophetess.  When  she  came  to  find 
light,  harmony,  and  consistency  in  the  word, 
and  she  found  understanding  and  judgment  was 
given  to  her,  the  promises  flowed  into  her  heart 
like  oil,  promise  after  promise,  with  all  their  rich 
delicacies,  and  with  all  their  glorious  blessings, 
that  she  suck  and  was  delighted  with  the  abundant 
displays  of  the  goodness  of  her  God.  She  came 
to  town  with  me  on  Saturday  night,  and  told  me 
that  she  never  understood  any  thing  that  I 
preached,  nor  any  thing  that  she  read,  only  felt  her 
misery,  her  blindness  and  confusion  ;  but  it  was 
all  removed  last  Sunday  morning,  and  she  was 
astonished  at  herself,  and  at  the  comforts  she 
felt,  and  said,  '  I  was  forced  to  believe  for  I 
could  not  help  it.' 

I  told  her  that  her  path  would  now  shine  more 
and  more,  and  that  she  would  see  eye  to  eye  with 
me,  and  that  the  vail  on  her  heart  would  never 
gather  that  thickness  again,  and  that  her. own 
«yes  would  now  see  her  teachers;  who  is  anointed 
with  that  holy  oil,  and  who  not,  I  secretly 
thought  on  the  Saturday  evening,  that  God  would 
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on  tlie  next  day  confirm  the  worki  and  accords 
ingly,  yesterday  morning  be  did.  For  -*— ~  told 
me,  last  night,  that  after  forenoon  sertice  she 
asked  Naomi  how  she  beard,  she  said  her  rery 
face  sbined ;  she  lifted  up  her  bands  and  cried 
out,  O  bow  sweet  has  my  father  been  this  day  ! 
Naomi  will  pay  great  attention  to  her  comforter, 
l)e€ause  she  is  fond  Qf  retirement,  solitude,  read- 
ing, and  thinking ;  and  noiw  being  alone,  she  will 
nurse  it,  and  watch  it  all  the  day  long,  and  I  defy 
her  to  sleep  if  she  would.  It  is  this  private  work 
tliat  wafers  the  ridges,  settles  the  furrows,  blesses 
the  springing,  and  crowns  the  new  yean  I 
think  it  is  of  God  that  you  should  be  out  from 
borne,  and  Naomi  alone,  in  this  day  of  her  es- 
pousals, for  as  God  says,  we  shall  all  mourn  apart 
for  our  sios,  Zech.  xii.  12—14.  So  he  gently 
takes  us  aside  out  of  company,  when  be  manifests 
bis  love  to  our  souls,  as  ydu  read,  Song 7*  1 1.  12. 
Here,  my  poor  little  one,  is  some  ground  of 
hope  for  you,  none  shall  seek  the  face  nor  wait 
for  the  Son  of  God  in  vain.  You  have  been  long 
im  the  pit;  and  God  will  bt^ing  thee  out,  fc^  I 
bare  no  doubt  but  bis  work  is  begun  in  thee ;  but 
there  is  a  time  for  every  purpose.  I  bless  the 
glorious  Majesty  of  heaven  for  his  greM  eonde* 
dcension,  and  superabounding  grace  tio  my  poor^ 
honest,,  sincere,  and  ailecuonate  child^  who  has 
rewarded  her  according  to  his  faithful  promise^ 
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and  according  to  the  integrity  that  he  has  put  in 
her  heart  My  dear  Ann^  God  bless  thee,  and 
pay  the  i^anie  visit  to  thee,  so  prays, 

Thine  aifectioiiate  friend  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

W.H.  S.S. 


LETTER   XL 


TO  THE  SAME. 


I  KNOW  not  what;  r  could  write  in  my  lasll 
to  my  poor  little  one,  from  which  she  could  draw 
$uch  conclusions  as  those  that  I  hear  are  in 
Naomi's  letter,  unless  it  was  from  my  saying,  that 
she  and  her  sister  were  absent^  or  sent  out  of  the 
way  when  the  Lord  first  rent  the  vail  which  has 
long  hung  heavy  on  poor  Naomii  insomuch  as 
she  never  before  understood  what  I  preached  or 
what  she  read.  And  in  this  1  alluded  to  God's 
conuDon  way  of  dealing  with  poor  aiuners,  who 
have  long  sought  hio:^  that  is,  take  them  when 
alane^  pr  draw  them  &)vth  from  company  when 
be  intends  to  make  any  discovery  to  thopo^  as  to 
Abraham  when  Lot  was  gone^  to  Moses  when 
alone  with  the  flock  at  Horeh^  to  Jacob  at 
Bethelj  when  his  family  had  passed  ovef   the 
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brook  Jabbock,  to  Peter  iti  his  ship,  to  the  Eu- 
nuch in  the  desert,  and  to  David  in  the  hill  Mi- 
zar ;  and  indeed  to  the  church  a(  large,  this  is 
his  language :  *'  Come  my  beloved,  let  us  go  forth 
into  the  6eld  ;  let  us  lodge  in  the  villages.  Let 
us  get  up  early  to  the  vineyards ;  let  us  see  if  the 
vines  flourish,  whether  the  tender  grape  appear, 
and  the  pomegranates  bud  forth  :  there  will  I 
give  thee  my  loves,"  Song  7.  12  ;  this  is  the  text 
I  referred  to. 

Am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  coming  home, 
where  you  are  heartily  welcome  to  me,;  you  and 
I,  Ann,  can  sympathize  with  each  other,  for  my 
eyes  have  been  closed  this  week  not  a  little,  the 
bible  has  been  a  sealed  book,  and  I  have  been 
kept  in  suspense,  watching,  waiting,  praying,  and 
thinking  from  noon  till  within  half  an  hour  of 
going  into  the  pulpit ;  and  even  then  two  or  three 
texts  interchangeably  presenting  themselves,  and 
I  blind  to  the  sense  of  them  all.  This  tries  me 
not  a  little,  this  sets  the  Doctor  to  trimming 
parson  Sack,  and  parson  Sack  cavils  at  the  Doc- 
tor, and  the  devil  laughs  at  them  both;  but  it 
must  be  so  in  this  our  country,  no  cessation  of 
arms  till  death,  and  no  discharge  from  that  war. 
But  I  hope  for  a  pension  when  worn  out  with  the 
perpetual  fatigues  of  the  field  of  battle.  Twenty- 
seven  years  have  I  been  a  soldier,  and  yet  to  the 
present  moment  at  drill,  for  I  no  sooner  learn  a 
new  motion  but  I  forget  all  the  old.     And  now  I 
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am  expecting  something  like  Jonah's  gourd,  a 
momentary  shadow  to  screen  bis  head,  and  cool 
the  heat  of  his  rage.  My  kind  love  to  all 
friends,  while  I  remain, 

Dear  Ann, 
Your  companion  in  travail,  in  troubleii  in 
trials,'  and  in  tribulation. 

W.  H.   S.  S, 


LETTER  XII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
My  poor  dear  little  One, 

I  THAMK  you  for  your  care,  and  kind  en- 
quiry ^fter  me  and  my  welfare,  and  I  can  now  tell 
thee,  that  I  am,  to  my  surprize,  much  better,  and 
much  encreased  in  strength.     I  have  bben  also 
miich  grieved  at  the  wieather,  and  at  the  awful 
appearance  of  famine,  but  having  been  much  in 
prayer  to  my  God,  I  begin  this  day  to  lift  up  my 
head  in  hope  that  God  hath  not  forgotten  to  be 
gracious,  though  we  oft  forget  to  be  dependent; 
and  likewise  to  be  thankful.      O  ^ly  dear  little 
one,  we  have  a  God  graciously  severe,  who  will 
sorely  try  us,  and  that  my  soul  khows^  but  his 
loving  kindness  is  as  sure  as  his  rod  ;  wounding 
and  healing,  withdrawing  and  returning,  bringing 
down  arid  lifting  up,  searching  after  our  sins  and 
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discovering  the  atonement ;  being  left  to  offend 
him  and  he  giving  us  a  sweet  godly  sorrow  for  it, 
fasting  and  feasting,  appearing  black  and  appear- 
ing comely,  going  in  to  find  pasture  and  out  to 
^  feel  our  need  of  it,  days  of  mourning  and  days 

of  rejoicings,  are  inseparably  connected  toge- 
ther. And  so  my  dear  little  one  will  find  it,  and 
by  these  means  she  will  go  from  strength  to 
strength,  and  see  her  way  shine  more  and  more, 
but  without  these  changes  she  will  not  set  one 
step,  nor  advance  one  inch;  when  trials  come 
not  on,. we  stand  stone  still.  I. have  no  doubt 
but  my  little  one,  as  young  loves,  wants  much 
to  see  her  lover,  but  patience  must  have  its  per- 
fect work* 

I  pay  you  a  visit  every  day,  whether  you  see 
me  or  not,  and  noUiing  sure  do  I .  long  to  see 
more  than  the  wedding  day  of  my  poor  little 
one,  and  whenever  it  comes  it  will  be  the  day  of 
the  gladness  of  the  bridegroom's  heart,  for  he 
k  as  much  set  upon  it  as  you  are,  or  he  would 
not  have  begun  to  woo  thee,  for  he  is  the  last 
that  thou  thoughtest  to  make  choice  of;  any  thing 
before  him,  but  now  he  is  the  chiefest  among  ten 
thousand,  axif^  the  altogether  lovely.  The  Lord 
hasten  the  match,  so  says  the  friend  of  the  bride- 
groom, and  thy  friend  in  him. 
Dear  little  one,  adieu. 

Kind  love  to  father. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


*.- 
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LETTER   Xni. 

TO  THE  SAME: 
My  poor  little  Dear, 

I  WAS  sorry  to  hear  by  yours  to  your  sister, 
that  you  was  so  low^  but  believe  me  your  consola- 
tions will  never  abound  but  as  your  suiBTerings 
abound.  No  crosses,  no  comforts  j  no  furnace- 
work,  no  purity ;  no  bitter  herbs,  no  appetite ; 
no  appetite,  no  banquet.  Prosperity  always  fol- 
lows adversity,  and  nothing  is  so  much  to  be 
dreaded  as  sloth,  ease,  carnal  security,  and  cold 
indifference;  a  lifeless  life,  an  hopeless  hope, 
and  a  lingejring  languid  fearless  fear. 

From  vessel  to  vessel,  from  wave  to  wave, 
from  sinking  to  swimming,  from  bitter  to  sweety 
from  darkness  to  light ;  visits  and  absence,  bud- 
ding and  blighting,  flourishing  and  withering^ 
must  attend  all  those  who  have  life  in  th^ir  soul^i 
the  fear  of  God  in  their  hearts,  and  who  are  not 
appointed  unto  wrath,  but  to  obtain  the  salvatioQ 
that  is  in  ChHst  Jesus,  with  eternal  glory.  There-^ 
fore  let  my  poor  little  one  expect  it,  it  is  mj 
portion,  and  it  must  be  ypurs,  and  there  can  be 
no  growth  without  it ;  ''  By  these  things  men 
live^  and  in  all  these  things  is  the  life  of  our 
spirits.''    Be  much  alone  —-  without  private 
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prayer,  reading,  thinking,  and  meditating,  all  is 
vain.  Company  does  an  heaven-bound  soul 
little  good,  it  must  be  carried  on  and  settled 
between  God  and  conscience.  Farewell.  Re- 
member me  to  your  father. 

Your's  in  faith  and  love, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER   XJV; 

TO  THE  SAME, 
Dearly  Beloved  Sitters  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

I  AM  constrained  to  send  a  few  lines  to 
enquire  after  Betsy's  health,  hoping  that  her  faith 
is  strong  in  him  who  took  our  infirmities,  and 
bore  our  sicknesses,  and  will  make  all  our  bed  in 
our  sickness,  and  make  it  easy  too  when  our  heart 
and  mind  are  stayed  and  reclined  upon  his  free, 
sovereign,  unchangeable,  and  everlasting  love, 
which  enables  us  to  hope  to  the  end,  and  to  defy 
the  devil  with  all  his  arts,  darts,  and  blasphemous 
suggestions.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord,  '^*  Thou 
shalt  not  be  dfraid  for  the  terror  by  night :  nof 
for  the  arrow  that  flieth  by  day :  nor  for  the  pes** 
tilence  that  walketh  in  darkness:   nor  for  the 
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<}estri!iction  that  wasl^eth  at  noon-da}^.  A  thou^ 
sand  shallfaU  at  thy  side,  and  ten  thousand  it  thy 
right  hand,  but  no  plague  shall  cooie  nigh  thy 
dn'elUng,"  Paal.  xci  J-r*-7;  this  I  know  to  be 
true  by  long  and  blessed  experience,  fpr  our  ,God 
is  fiiithful  to  his  word,  and  will  newr  suffer  his 
promises  to  fall  to  the  ground,  dr  to  fail  them 
who  rely  upon  his  promising  iencouragements  in 
Christ  Jesusw 

The  broken  and  contrite  heart,  the  believing 
heai%  arid  the  heart  that  hopes  in  hismercy,  are  his 
own  living  temples ;  in  these  he  will  for  ever  dv^ell, 
fivA  that  in  order  to  str^gtben  us:  ^^  My  flesh 
And  oiy  hbart  fa.ileith,''  sbith  the  Psalmist;  ''  blit 
G(>d  is.  the  strength  of  niy  heart,  and  my  portioti 
for  ever,"  PsaL  IxtiiL  S6.  I  will  revive  the  heart 
of  the  huinbte^  and  the  spirit  of  the  cdntrite 
onesi  Isai»  Ivii,  15.  Agatn^  Christ  dwells  in  the 
.fafeart  b^  faith  j  be  first  comes  as  a  king .  and  a 
eonqueror^  he  wounds  us  and  makes  us  submit; 
•lynd  th&n  hblcooies  as  a  physician,  he  binds  up  the 
broken  hearty  brings  health  and  cure  and  euress 
us,  and  reveals  to  us  the  abundance-  of  peace 
apd  truth*  Aft^r  this  he  comes  as  a  lover,  pre- 
sents his  bright,  glorious,  ^nd  comforting  pre- 
sence to  us,  and  proposes  a  match  with  our  sotls ; 
this  kills  us  quite,  this  melts  us,  this  swallows  us 
up,  it  is  too  great,  this  we  cannot  believe:  then 
he  gives  us  a  sight  of  his  sufferings,  and  a^feeling 
sense  of  tbem,  and  of  his  dying  love,  and  then 
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we  must  submit,  confess,  and  ^  say  it  is  truth,  anfd 
80  yield  the  obedience  of  faith ;  this  knits  the 
knot,  his  bowels  of  loving  kindness  flow  out, 
and  ours  melt  down  under  the  wonderful  opera- 
tion, and  from  that  day  forward  we  are  joined  to 
the  Lord,  and  made  one  spirit  with  him.  Love 
is  the  uniting  bond  which  shall  never  be  dissolved 
in  this  world,  nor  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

And  as  for  thee,  i^ister  Nanny,  I  tell  thee,  that 
as  sure  as  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  the 
Son  of  the  Father  in  truth  and  love,  and  as  sure 
as  I  am  a  poor  unworthy  prophet  of  his,  so  surely 
will  he  manifest  himself  to  thee,  and  pour  out  upon 
thee  the  promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  thou  shalt 
have  a  believing  view  of  that  just  one,  and  shalt 
confess  that  he  is  the  faithful  and  true  witness, 
and  that  he  confirms  the  word  of  his  servants, 
and  performs  the  counsel  of  bis  messengers,  for 
none  shall  ever  seek  his  face  in  vain.  I  was  in 
hope  of  seeing  you  and  your  sister  this  autumn, 
but  it  is  otherwise  ordered  now.  Shall  long  to 
know  how  Betsy  is,  for  if  she  continues  ill,  will  if 
possible  come  to. see  her.  My  kind  respects  to 
her,  and  to  your  father,  and  accept  the  same. 
Ruth  and  Naomi  join  in  love. 

^ver  your's  in  faithfulness,  truth,  and  love, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


) 
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LETTER  XV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
My  dear  Ann, 

I  HAVE  wished  much  to  know  bow  your  poor 
father  got  home,  and  how  you  both  are  now  in 
healthy  and  could  but  wonder  how  L.  could  write, 
and  never  mention  how  either  you  or  your  father 
are.  h  was  very  sorry  that  I  saw  not  your  father 
when  in  town,  but  when  I  beard  that  be  was  so  ill  I 
could  not  expect  it.  Have  no  doubt  but  you  find, 
yourself  at  a  loss,  and  rather  solitary  through 
your  father's  indisposition^  and  want  of  your  old 
companions,  but  no  place  under  the  sun  can  set 
us  out  of  sight,  out  of  reach,  or  out  of  the  pre* 
sence  of  the  omnipresent  God ;  and  as  a  God  in 
Christ,  and  in  covenant,  he  promises  to  be  a  little 
sanctuary  in  all  places  whither  his  people  may 
come.  He  is  our  hiding  place,  refuge,  and  strong 
hold;  our  fortress,  high  tower,  our  rest,  and  our 
dwelling  place  in  all  generations ;  and  faith  knows 
her  way  to  him,  and  fervent  and  effectual  prayer 
will  reach  his  ear,  however  dark  we  may  be  in  the 
direction  of  it. 

Endeavour  to  keep  this  intercourse  open  by 
p^jrins  constant  visits  at  court,  where  and  only 
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where  our  grievances  can  be  redressed,  our  wants 
supplied,  and  our  minds  eased.  While  constant 
prayer  keeps  thq  gatQ  of  life,  ^nd  the  door  of 
hope  displayed,  the  troubled  soul  will  always  find 
an  asylum,  for  Gq^  is  our  only  centre  and  our 
home;  and  when  our  thoughts,  our  confi- 
dences, and  our  hopes  can  find  no  shelter  tbere^ 
his  in  i^iato  seek  it  ekiiwber^  for  aU  besides  are 
broken  cisterns^  neftrgea  of 'U<e6,  and  cutting  dis- 
appointmeots^  therefore  by  moi  means  gj^t  into  a 
dlotb&l:  fiiegkct  of  thi$  highi^st  Of  all  privileges* 
And  aa  this  is  the  gi'^at  and  uo^peijLkable  gram  of 
God  loaU  believers,  so  tlie  prayer  of  the  upright 
h  tibe  delight  of  the  Lord ;:  and  th^e  families,  of 
thjB  eajptl^  aj-e:  deplorably  threatened  with  fury, 
that  call  not  upon  bis  OAiiie*  Bq:  so  kind  as  to 
teoder  my.  best  ra$|)ect&ta. your  father,  acid  be  so 
kiod  as  tavSfi&d  mcia  Tme  ,bow  he  doj^,  and  how 
you  are,  and; bow  mattfecs.ara^  witbio,  aod  jx)u  will 
much,  oblige,  .    :  ' 

Dear  Ann, 

Your  willing  Servant,  and  affectionate  Friend, 

:  w:h.  S.S. 


s 
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LErrER  XVI 


TO  THE  same: 


To  the  Poor  Little  Odes,  Greeting, 

Beloved  girls,  you  must  not  wonder  if  you 
Bhould  see  the  poor  despisied  Doctor  come  sud- 
denly upon  you  on  Wednesday  evening  next;  but 
be  not  afraid,  for  though  t  com^  as  a  thief,  and 
aim  to  catch  you  with  guile,  I  shall  not  plunder 
or  make  a  gain  of  you.  I  do  long  to  be  present^ 
and  to  put  up  my  poor  imperfect  prayers  in  be* 
half  of  your  poor  father^  in  which  I  have  no 
doubt  but  you  will  heartily  join  with  me.     I  ex- 

pect  to  come  in  company  with  ,  we  are  on 

*         ■  •        . 

an  intended  journey  to  Newark  upon  Trent,  if 
the  Lord  permit^  and  therefore  intend  visiting  the 
little  ones  on  the  way,  and  taking  a  bed  with 
them.  And  now  for  a  word  of  advice ;  as  you 
are  deprived  of  the  means,  attend  to  prayer  and 
reading,  that  you  may  not  go  back,  and  remem- 
ber that  the  Lord  promises  to  be  a  little  sanctuary 
in  all  places  where  his  children  may  go.  My 
kind  love  to  your  father,  and  accept  the  same 
from. 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

W.  H.  S-  S. 


i 
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LFFTER  XVII, 

TO  THE  SAME. 

m 

\ 

llfew^rHy  Ti^e^day  Morning 
Dear  Little  Ones, 

Grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  at  R.  I 
reachecl  this  place  in  safety,  have  preached  three 
times,  and  the  God  of  all  consolation  was  with 
me  each  time,  and  that  with  liberty  and  power. 
Alarmed,  awakened,  tried,  and  enlightened  souls 
flock  from  almost  all  parts  within  the  distance  of 
thirty  miles  round.  There  is  indeed  a  famine  of 
hearing  the  word  of  the  Lord  in  this  place,  and 
in  all  the  adjacent  parts.  I  have  invitations  from 
all  parts.  1  cannot  get  to  York,  they  will  detain 
me  in  Nottinghamshire.  To-morrow  I  preach 
at  R.  then  at  N.  and  then  at  S.  and  C.  and  I 
know  not  where :  but  my  soul  is  in  the  work,  and 
I  am  amazed  how  God  has  owned  and  blessed 
my  books ;  they  are  with  the  Bible,  their  only 
food,  through  the  blessing  of  Christ  upon  them. 
I  believe  I  could  travel  through  the  nation,  and 
have  all  my  expences  borne,  they  are  sio  thirsty 
for  the  waters  of  life ;  and  niy  soul  seems  as  full 
of  good  tidings.  I  purpose,  to  order  matters  so 
as  to  spend  a  day  or  two  with  the,  poor  little  ones. 
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if  the  Lord  permit,  and  shall  endeavour  to  let  them 
know  when  they  may  expect  me,  and  then  I  hope 
your  poor  father  will  be  able  to  go  with  me  in  a  post 
chaise;  tender  my  kind  love  to  him,  and  tell  him  that 
he  has  a  share  in  my  poor  feeble  petitions.  Be  much 
in  prayer,  reading,  and  thinking,  and  be  sure  to 
bless,  praise,  and  thank  .God  in  Christ's  name  for 
every  smile,  ray,  beam,  revival,  refreshing,  comfort^ 
hope,  sensation,  favour,  or  kind  providence  that 
turns  up  on  your  side.  The  Lord  cannot  endure 
ingratitude,  or  un thankfulness,  therefore  be  ob- 
servant, be  diligent,  be  fervent,  be  attentive  to 
his  hand  and  handy  works.  My  kind  love  to  your 
father,  and  my  kind  love  accept,  from 

Your  willing,  affectionate,  and  faithful 
friend  in  Christ  Jesus, 

S.  S. 


LETTER  XVIII. 


TO  MRS.  T. 


Dear  Mftdam, 

As  my  daughter  Ruth  brought  your  kind 
respects  to  me,  and  your  request  of  an  interest 
in  my  poor  prayers,  which  I  hope  God  will  hear 


ia  your  behalf^  I  thought  that  if  I  sent  yoa  a  line 
it  woQld  not  be  disagreeable  or  uoaiccept^ble  to 
you^  I  am  DOt  upacquaiated'  with  temporal 
troubles^ -^Qor  with  soul,  di'stress^  I  vra^  long  the 
4|uinte5sence  of  naisery,  a  poori  bijirthened,  for* 
iorn  outcast^  that  noise  nought  after  or  cared  for; 
J[)Ut  in  answer  |o  a  few  poor  .f^eble^  petitions,  put 
lip  to  the  Lord  JesQ»  Cbris,ty  the  Son  of  Godin 
Iruth  and  love,  the  Lord  ^delivered  mei  He  \t 
jtb(e  misera^ble  $inn<^r'$  only  frienjd^.  the.  $ick  soul's 
gree^  pbysiciani  an4  the  lost  sheep's  onl^  sbep* 
berd;  an  able,  a  wi}lin^^  an  all*suffi;cient  Saviour, 
^itab^  to  the  sinner's  case^  exactly  agreeable  to 
his  wish,  having  a^U)  fiilness  in  him,  aad  infinite 
satisfectipn  for  all  that  tirust  in  his  holy  name. 

He  tells  us  \o  call  upon  him  in  the  time  of 
trouble,  and  that  he  will  deliver  us,  and  we  shall 
glorify  him;  and  whosoever  cometh  unto  him  he 
will  in  no  wise  cast  them  out,  for  he  came  to  call 
sinners  to  repentance,  and  to  seek  and  isave  that 
which  was  lost,  and  I  am  a  living  witness  of  his 
faithfulness  and  truth.  I  was  weary  and  heavy 
laden  enough  God  knows,  but  I  found  rest  in 
him  for  my  soul,  and  he  will  be  found  of  them 
that  seek  him,  for  he  has  promised  that  they  who 
call  upon  him  shall  be  saved,  and  that  he  will  be 
near  to  them  that  haply  feel  after  him.  His  pTcScious 
blood  cleanse th  us  from  ail  sin,  bis  grace  is 
sufficient  to  support  and  comfort  us  under  every 
Ios%  trouble^  or  disappointment ;  and  it  is  to  bis 
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honour  and  our  comfort  that  we  let  our  request 
be  made  known  unto  him,  that  we  cast  all  our 
burthens  and  our  lares 'upon  him,  for  he  careth  * 
for  us.  Hannah  poured  out  her  soul  before  him 
at  Shiloh,  and  went  away  with  her  countenance 
no  more  sad.  Rahab  and  Ruth  fled  to  him  for 
shelter  and  protection,  and  both  found  it;  a 
friend  of  the  friendless,  a  husband  to  the  widow, 

and  a  fdther  of  the  fatherless,  is  the  Lord  in  his 

'  ,  .  '    ■»  . ' 

fioly  habitation. 

'  •  ■/  '  *  •  •      ^^        ^  ■    •       ' 

And  as  for  thy  gon,  God  is  the  God  of  the  seas 
as  well  as  the  land  ;  he  appeared  to  the  disciples 
in  a  storm,  to  M6s6s  in  a  bush,  to  Paul  on  the 
plains  of  liamascus,  and  to  me  in  a  garden. 
Commit  thy  son  to  the  Lord,  that  is  the  only 
way  W  preserve  him  j  do  as  Jacob  did  to  his 
sons,  God  give  you  favour  in  the  sight  of  the 
man,  that  he '  may  send  away  your  brother 
Benjamin ;  and  the  next  news  was  that  Benjamin 
was  returned,  and  that  Joseph  was  alive,  and 
sui-ely  Jesiis  Christ  Is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day, 
and  for  ever.  l)ear  Madam,  farewell,  grace  and 
peace  be  with  thee.     So  prays, 

Thy  willing  Servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 


u 


LETTER  XIX. 

TO  MISS  T.  ' 

Beloved  of  God> 

I  RECEIVED  your  last  letter,  but  am  a  man  in 
much  business  and  therefore  have  been  silent  to 
thee,  though  thou  hast  not  been  so  to  me.  I 
bless  my  God  the  dear  Redeemer  of  my  soul  is 
still  with  me,  and  has  caused  much  of  his 
goodness  to  pass  before  me,  and  my  faith  hath 
work  enough  to  follow  after,  and  to  wonder  a,t  hi3 
goodness  to  the  children  of  men.  The  life  of 
faith  is  a  mysterious  life;  by  faith  in  Christ'^ 
obedience  we  are  made  just ;  by  fc^ith  in  his  blootl 
we  con^e  out  of  the  pit  wherein  is  no  water ;  by 
faith  in  his  arm  we  are  made  strong ;  by  faith  in 
his  love  we  are  made  free ;  by  faith  in  his  fulness 
we  are  supplied;  and  by  faith  in  his  victory  wq 
overcome  the  world.  The  business  of  faith  is 
to  go  to  market,  go  on  messages,  and  to  fetch 
errands ;  wine  and  milk  must  be  bought  without 
money  and  without  price,  but  if  we  mix  not  faith 
with  the  word,  we  get  neither.  Every  message 
sent  to  heaven  must  be  carried  by  faith,  what- 
ever you  ask  believing  ye  shall  receive ;  strength, 
comfort,  peace  and  joy  must  be  all  brought  in  by 
faith.     Faith  1$  an  excellent  beggar,  and  all  that 
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sixe  gets  she  gives  to  the  soul:  ^^I  live  by  the 
faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me  and  gave 
himself  for  tne."  All  medicines  are  brought  in 
and  brought  home  by  the  same  hand;  Believest 
thou  that  I  am  able  to  do  this  for  thee?  Yea, 
Lord;  then  according  to  your  faith  be  it  unto 
you ;  go  in  peace,  and  be  whole  of  thy  plague.^ 
The  business  of  faith  is  to  be  before  us,  and  be- 
forehand with  every  thing;  it  is  the  substance  of 
things  hoped  for,  and  the  evidence  of  things 
not  seen.  It  is  by  faith  we  wallc,  and  not  by 
sight,  what  we  do  not  believe  to  be  true  we  dare 
-not  receive,  what  we  believe  to  be  wrobg  we  dare 
not  do,  and  the  ways  we  are  sure  are  perverse 
these  we  dare  not  go.  If  unbelief  and  carnal 
reason  are  consulted  before  faith,  we  halt  and 
hobble,  and  as  soon  as  faith  works  we  go  all  that 
ground  over  again.  If  sin  or  guilt  be  committed 
or  contracted,  there  is  a  stand,  a  stop,  a  let  in 
our  pilgrimage,  till  faith  deals  with  the  atonement| 
then  we  make  straight  paths  for  our  feet,  lest  that 
which  is  lame  be  turned  out  of  the  way ;  let  it 
rather  be  healed.  If  we  get  shut  up  in  legal 
bondage,  there  is  no  coming  forth,  nor  going  on 
again  till  faith  works  by  love;  no  gratitude  to 
^God  tiil  we  believe  this,  that,  and  every  trial  shall 
work  together  for  good.  Faith's  business  is  to 
see  things  that  are  invisible  and  realize  them,  to 
obtain  and  apply  promises,  to  embrace  Cbrist, 
and  to  call  in  love  to  admire  and  adore  the  ob- 
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purifies  the  hearty  and  gives  Christ  a  residence 
and  a  throne  there;  *'  That  Christ  may  dwell  in 
your  hearts  by  faith/'     Faith  fixes  her  eyes  on 
,  the  king  in  his  beauty,  and  on  that  land  which  is 
very  far  off,  and  tells  us  in  due  time  that  we  shall 
arrive  there;    he  that  believes  shall  be  saved. 
Faith  is  as  busy  in  the  heart  as  a  bee  in  tl)e  hive, 
and  is  very  fond  of  flying  about  when  the  sun  of 
rigbteousness  arises  end  shines.     The  promises 
are  the  cotnb,  hnd  the  sweetne&s  in .  thqm  is  the 
grace,  blessings,  and  comforts  prooibed  in  these  f 
these  faith  squeezes  into  the  soul,  which  makes 
the  little  book  sweeter  than  honey«    The  promises 
are  the  breast,  and  faith  milks  first  ode,  and  then 
funs  and  fetches  another  and  squeezes  that  out; 
this  is  D^ilking-  Zion'a  breast   of  consolation^ 
until  we  are  delighted  with  the  abundance  of  her 
glory;  thus  the  new  born  babe  feeds  upon,  and 
craves  after,  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word  :  .honey 
and  milk  shall  every  one  eat  that  is  left  in  the 
landJ     After  this  banqueting  is  a  little  over,  faith 
extends  our  views,  and  ntakes  us  see  afar  off; 
she  likewise  feeds  us  with  knowledge  and  under- 
standing.    As  the  faith  of  God's  elect  she.feedfi 
us  with  election,  predestination,   and  the  secret 
purposes  of  God,  his  covenants,  counsels,  faith'- 
fulness,  truth,  and  the  immutability  of  his  perfec^^ 
tioni^  and  so  leads  us  to  live  upon  strong  meat^ 
to  feed  on  more  distaiat  views,  prospects,  and  upcm 
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future  glory.     Fare  tbee  w^H,  peace  and  truth  be 
with  thee, 

So  prays, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XX, 

* 

•  Thursday  Morning. 

i  HOPE  my  friend  is  well,  have  sent  her  my 
Sea  Voyage  for  her  -perusal,  and  as  I  know  she 
is  embarked  in  the  same  ship,  I  hope  she  will 
meet  with  some  of  her  own  experience  in  it;  I 
wish  her  a  prosperous  voyage.  The  ship  is  the 
covenant  of  free  grace ;  the  Captain  is  the  Saviour ; 
the  sea  is  this  troublesome  world ;  the  rigging  i^ 
love,  mercy,  and  truth;  the  three  fathoms  are  the 
revealed  affection  of  the  Trinity.  Christ,  his 
word,  and  grace,  are  the  three  anchors;  the  lion^ 
ram,  and  milky  way,  are  the  light  of  the  Trinity. 
The  intent  of  sending  this  is  that  you  may  sup  with 
us  on  board,  and  so  have  a  united  anticipation  with 
ioy  mind  and  thoughts  since  I  saw  you  last  I 
have  another  work  in  hand  which  when  fi^nished 
you  will  receive.  I  have  at  times  thought  that 
you  was  \\\  but  I  hope  not.  My  wife  is 
purely,  the  little  one  is  w6H>  and  the  children 
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got  well  over  the  stnall  pox.      Excuse  haste. 
Farewell. 

Thy  willing  Servant  in  the  gospel  of  Christy 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON, 


LETTER  XXI. 


TO  MISS  T. 


I  RECEIVED  my  little  one*s  letter,  am  glad  to 
hear  she  got  down  so  well,  and  that  she  is  so 
much  better,  and  do  hope>  as  her  native  air 
seems  so  well  to  agree  with  her,  that  her  frait 
tabernacle  will  come  under  God  to  some  degree 
of  establishment ;  but  above  all  I  wish  that  the 
health  of  her  countenance  and  her  God,  may  be 
present  with  and  precious  to  her.  The  voice  of 
atoning*^  blood  in  the  conscience,  the  unction  of 
God's  Spirit  on  the  mind,  and  the  wedding  gar« 
ment  on  the  soul,  is  the  only  health  of  the  saint  i 
^^Say.ye  to  the  righteous  it  shall  be  well  with 
him.''  As  for  our  earthly  house  the  leprosy  is  in 
the  walls,  it  is  infected ;  infirmities  must  invade 
it,  make  head  and  prey  upon  it,  in  order  to  bring 
it  to  its  decreed  doom;  ^^To  dust  thou  shalt 
return."  But  O  my  soul  thou  art  of  nobler  rank, 
of  higher  extract,  and  of  divine  origin  !  God  is 
the  Father  of  spirits ;  these  were  breathed  into 
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our  ilostri}^,  and  under  a  second  breathing  of 
hi 01  whose  mouth  is  most  sweet,  these  shall  soar 
aloft  and  be  mad^  perfect,  this  is  their  native 
seat,  and  God  their  only  centre. 

In  these  mysterious  and  celestial  regions,  the 
inhabitants  shall  no  more  say  I  am  sick,  for  God 
is  their  health,  and  they  shall  be  filled  with  all 
his  fulness,  and  God  be  all  in  all;  all  to  them, 
and  all  in  them.  Oh,  the  inconceivable  wonder  ! 
**  Thou  hast  been  our  dwelling  place  in  all 
generations,"  Psal.  xc,  1.  **  Put  ye  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  walk  in  him,"  Rom.  xiiL 
14.  And  no  less  than  this,  is  being  clothed  with 
our  house  that  is  from  above,  for  mprtality  niust 
be  put  off,  and  immortality  must  be  put  on  these 
frail  tabernacles;  when  he  who  only  hath  immor- 
tality shall  appear,  then,  but  not  till  then,  shall 
all  our  joys  be  full,  all  our  longing  and  reeking 
desires  and  appetites  be  satiated  :  **  I  shall  be 
satisfied  when  I  awake  with  thy  likeness,"  Psal. 
xvii.  15.  This  is  the  hope  set  before  us,  and  this 
is  the  finishing  stroke  to  mercy's  fabric,  and  the 
full  execution  of  the  eternal  plan  !  *'  He  shall 
bring  forth  the  top  stone  thereof  with  shoutings, 
crying,  Grace,  grace  unto  it,"  Zech.  iv.  7.  Mr. 
B.  and  the  two  ladies  are  with  us;  the  old 
gentleman  and  Betsy  are  very  happy,  poor  Mary 
is  in  a  Jow  place.  Naomi  joins  in  love  to  your 
Ladyship  and  little  Ann.    Commending  you  both 

D 
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to  your  shield,  aad  to  the  lifter  up  of  yQur  head 
I  rest, 

Your's  ID  him, 

S.  S. 


LETTER  XXII- 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Dearly  Beloved  of  God,  and  Beloved  Sister  in  Christ. 

Glap  was  I  to  see  at  my  return  home  last 
lii^ht,  a  letter  from  thee ;  I  had  been  from  home 
ever  since  Tuesday  morning,  but  had  often 
visited  thee  in  thought,  in  mind,  in  union,  and  in 
^ffeqtion.  None  but  God  and  the  saint  knows 
the  lustre,  the  brilliancy,  the  glory  and  the 
tniyesty,  the  soul^enriching,  souUennobUng,  the 
prinqely  dignity,  and  the  soul-humbling,  soul- 
dissolving,  soul-emptying  operations  of  infinite 
divinity  which  the  soul  passes  under  and  is  en- 
wrapped with,  when  the  Son  of  God  visits  his 
bride,  and  makes  the  first  discoveries  of  his  eter- 
nal love  to  her.     Every  thing  earthly,  sensual, 

"  ajid  devilish  disappears,  and  the  whole  soul  is 
engaged  with  invisible  realities,  more  excellent 
than  the  mountains  of  prey,  and  more  precious 

^  than  the  golden  wedge  of  Qphir;  more  durable 
than  the  sun,  more  profound  than  all  the  depths 


51 

of  nature,  and  more  immense  tlwin  the  universal 
globe. 

Heaven  itself  forbids  not  the  ravishing  ^sten* 
sir>n  of  our  minds,  nor  refuseth  the  admittanod 
of  oar  captivated  thoughts,  and  renewed  afFec* 
tions;  the  heart  rises  up  to  tlie  place  where  its 
treasure  is,  hope  casts  her  anchor  within  the  vail, 
and  the  soul  sits  together  with  Christ  in  heavet^y 
places;  this  is  the  first  resurrection,  it  is  rising 
from  a  death  in  sin  to  newness  of  life,  under  the 
operations  of  the  Spirit  of  God:  "With  my 
dead  body  shall  they  arise,"  sakh  the  Saviour} 
<  ■  awake  and  sing  thou  that  dwcltest  in  the^  dust, 
for  thy  dew  shall  be  as  the  dew  of  herbs,  and  th» 
earth  shall  cast  out  her  dead,'*  Isai.  xxvi.  19. 
And  true  it  is,  for  the  earth  or  earthIy-mJnde4 
men  do  cast  out  and  abhor  them  that  God  quick*- 
ens;  but  ^e  shall, sing  when  envy  slays  the' silly 
ones,  who  bate  God,  and  the  admirers  of  bim; 
and  the  dew  of  his  grace  ^  shall  make  us  a  sweei 
savour  in  Christ,  when  the  stink  of  their  camps 
shall  come  up  into  his  nostrils. 

Oh  Betty  !  what  hath  the  Lord  wrought?  What 
hath  he  done  for  us  ?  And  what  shall  be  the  end 
of  these  wonders  ?  We  i^ball  see  him  as  be  is, 
and  be  like  him;  he  shall  change  our  vile  bodies, 
and  fashion  them  like  unto  his  glorious  bodyj 
mortality  shall  be  swallowed  up  of  life,  and 
immortality  be  all  in  all :  then  the  inhabitants 
shall  no  more  say  I  am  sick,  for  tha  people  that 
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dwell  ill  the  realms  of  bliss  shall  be  forgiven  their 
iniquity;  the  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the  throne 
shall  feed  them,  and  God  shall  wipe  all  tears 
from  all  faces;-  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  take 
their  flight,  and  celestial  pleasure  shall  over- 
flow, while  fulness  and  satisfaction  abounding 
shall  superaboundi  till  all  old  things  are  buried 
in  oblivion,  and  all  new  things  for  ever  possessed, 
and  for  ever  in  view. 

I  thank  my  God  upon  every  remembrance  of 
thee    and   thy    sister,   knowing,    beloved,    your 
election  of  God  by  the  chastening,  supporting, 
encouraging,   continuing,  and  delivering  power 
which  hath  been  put  forth  and  displayed  in  behalf 
of  thee  and  poor  Ann,  who  I  know  is  in  the 
bundle  of  life,  and  in  the  book  of  God's  election^ 
in  the  heart  of  Christ,  in  the  promise  of  God, 
and  in  the  affections  of  the  least  of  all  saints.    I  am 
much  bent  upon  seeing  thee,  but  have  many  dif-- 
Acuities,  invitations  to  preach,  &c.  to  encounter; 
nevertheless,  hope  next  week  if  God  permit,  and 
nothing  unforeseen  prevent,  to  have  that  pleasure. 
Tender    my  most  cordial    affection  to  Nancy, 
and  accept  the  same  from, 

Your's  in  the  noblfest  of  all  ties,  and  in 

the  prospect  of  the  brightiest  views, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


53 


LETTER  XXIII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


My  Dear  Little  One, 

The  graee  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be 
thy  present  support,  thy  constant  attendant,  thy 
deliverer,  thy  aim,  and  thy  ultimate  end.  I  am 
poorly  and  low  with  a  bad  cold,  loss  of  appetite, 
and  shortness  of  breath,  and  was  very  sorry  to 
hear  of  thy  disastrous  relapse;  but  we  are  born 
to  trouble,  as  wave  follows  wave,  and  shall  never 
find  either  rest  or  refuge  but  by  faith  in  the 
wounds  of  the  Son  of  God.  In  his  stripes  there 
is  healing,  in  his  chastisements  there  is  peace ; 
and  as  it  pleased  God  to  bruise  him,  in  his  bruises 
there  is  divine  pleasure,  and  in  his:  dying  love 
there  is  rest,  and  in  his  righteousness  quietness 
and  assurance  for  ever,  attended  with  plenteous 
redemption.  I  have  no  object  for  my  hopes,  no 
centre  for  my  thoughts,  ngr  satisfaction  for  my 
longing  soul  but  this;  this  is  the  only. hope  and 
meeting  place  of  sinners,  the  conscious  soul's  last 
retreat,  the  desperate  patient's  last  physician,  and 
the  perishing  souFs  eternal  banquet. . 

However  useful  we  may  be  in  his  cause,  how- 
ever fruitful  in  life,  however  divinely  taught  or 
deeply  experienced;   however  stedfast,   valiant, 


S4 

faithful  oAr  laborious,  it  must  all  be  laid  aside  in 
point  of  dependance  and  acceptance  with  God. 
The  one  hour  labourer  fared  as  well,  and  re- 
ceived as  much  as  he  that  bore  the  burden,  and 
beat  of  the  day ;  he  must  in  bis  last  stage,  as  well 
as  in  the  first,  fall  helpless,  worthless,  and  as  un- 
profitable into  the  hands  of  an  almighty,  most 
merciful,  most  faithful,  and  never  failing  Saviour ; 
and  so  leave  every  fruit  to  be  taken  notice  of 
and  brought  forth  in  the  great  day,  by  him  who 
makes  the  tree  good,  and  who  says,  '  From  me  is 
^  your  fruit  found/  Here  my^  little  dear  we  are  all 
complete,  but  in  the  law  all  condemned^  in  Adam 
all  lofiit^  at  the  bar  of  conscience  oft  culpable,  in  tb^ 
sight  of  God  all  corrupt;  but  in  the  representa-* 
tive  without  fault  before  the  thronej^  so  God  says^ 
and  so  I  believa 

Christ  took  our  flesh  into  tinioa  with  bia 
divinity,  and  so  we  became  ooe  aa  fouodation 
and  superstructure,  stock  and  branch,  surely  ai>d 
debtor,  man  and  wife  are  one;  in  bim>  we  lived 
and  moved,  in  him  we  suffered  and  died,  ia  hioft 
we  rose,  ascended,  a»d  sit  down  in  beavesAji 
places,,  and  there  God  views  us;  in.  him  he  lioyed 
us,  and  by  him  be  will  display  the  nicbes  of  hta 
grace  Id  the  eternal  glorification  of  ufialL  In 
these  views  faith  will  stand  her  grolind  and  main- 
tain, hor  bold  against  every  assault,,  and  all  that 
I  have  written  laya  in  these  words :.  *'  They  over*^ 
game  him  by  the  blood  of  tlie  Laaab,^  and  by  the 
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"mtitA  6i  their  lestitnony,''  Rev.  xii.  11  j  th^ 
trusted  in  Christ,  and  relied  upon  the  word  bf 
God.  My  dear  little  one,  farewell,  I  hate  seiit 
my  poor  prayers  to  God  before  I  began  to  scribble 
this;  My  best  wishes  to  your  father  and  sister. 
The  salutation  of  parson  Sack  with  his  own  hand, 
which  is  the  token  in  every  epistle ;  so  I  writcf^ 
and  so  you  believe. 

Ever  yotir's  in  CnHst, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER  XXIV. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


i  MUST,  send  a  few  straps  to  my  poor  little 
ones,  because  they  seem  to  be  scattered  upon*  ihb 
mountains  as  sheep  that  have  no  shepherd ;  but 
the  chief  shepherd  fills  both  heaven  and  earth, 
so  that  there  is  no  going  from  his  spirit,  or  fleeing 
fif^om  his  presence.  He  is  near  to  them  that  zxi 
of  a  broken  heart,  and  saveth  sucb  as  be  of  a 
contrite  spirit  Various  are  the  visits  thdt  he 
pays  to  the  children  df  ibeh;  sometii^s  hd 
seiarches  Jerusalem  as  with  candles,  id  discovei! 
What  they  are,  and  to  punish  thetn  that  are  settled 
upon  their  lees,  in  carnal  security;  "All  thd 
churches  shall  know  that  I  an!r  he  which  searchetli 
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the  reins  and  hearts,"  Rev.  iu  ^S.  At  other 
times  be  comes  like  a  severe  parent,  *^  I  will  visit 
their  sins  with  the  rod,  and  their  iniquities  with 
scourges,"  Psal.  Ixxxix.  -  32 ;  these  are  fears, 
troubles,  reproofs  and  rebukes,  terrors  of  mind, 
and  lashes  of  conscience.  **  He  shall  stir  up 
jealousy  like  a  man  of  war,"  Isai.  xlii.  IS;  this 
he  does  by  comforting  the  broken  and  contrite 
hearted,  and  appearing  to  take  no  notice  of  them 
that  are  more  at  ease,  and  more  careless ;  some- 
times speaks  a  word  in  their  favour,  O  visit  me 
with  thy  goodness,  saith  the  Psalmist ;  visit  me 
early  with  thy  mercy,  and  visit  me  with  thy  sal- 
vation. Blessed  are  they  that  feel  their  need  of 
him,  and  that  seek  him  with  their  whole  heart ; 
for  though  he  seem  for  awhile  to  hide  his  face,  yet 
surely,  **  The  needy  shall  not  always  be  forgotten, 
the  expectation  of  the  poor  shall  not  perish  for 
ever," 

Come  little  ones  take  heart,  be  of  good  courage, 
for  he  loves  them  that  love  him,  and  they  that 
seek  him  early  shall  find  him.  We  robbed 
poor  ■  of  almost  all  her  heart,  and  left  her 
nothing  but  her  carcase  and  her  clothes  for  B« 
and  I  must  confess  that  she  stole  away  one  corner 
of  mine,  so  that  I  am  constrained  to  send  the 
contents  oi  it  to  E.  Glad  am  I,  that  we  are 
now  of  one  h^art,  making  up  our  happiness  in 
one  object,  meeting  in  one  centre,  drawing  in  one 
yoke;  Go  on,  my  dear  girls,  and  you  will  sooa 
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find  your  hearts  fixed,  and  your  souls  encom- 
passed about  with  songs  of  deliverance.  The 
religion  of  Jesus  is  the  glory  of  our  land,  the 
cause  of  God,  and  the  salt  of  the  earth ;  it  makes 
this  world  a  bauble,  one's  own  heart  a  principality, 
one's  home  a  Bethel ;  it  gives  up  our  conversation 
to  another  world,  it  leads  us  to  correspond  with 
invisible  realities,  makes  crooked  things  straight, 
and  rough  places  plain.  It  makes  a  sick-bed  easy, 
and  the  day  of  death  to  be  better  than  the  day 
of  one's  birth,  because  it  introduces  and  pavess 
the  way  to  the  wedding  chamber,  and  shuts 
out  all  our  rebellious  infirmities,  complaints. 
Jealousies,  disorders,  and  love  sicknesses ;  ''The 
inhabitants  shall  no  more  say  I  am  sick:  the 
people  that  dwell  therein  shall  be  forgiven  their 
iniquity,'-  Isai.  xxxiii.  24. 

The  spirit  of  Jesus  never  leaves  us  without  a 
friend  in  this  world,  nor  without  a  father,  nor 
without  a  token  for  good,  nor  without  a  compa- 
nion that  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother,  for  if  the 
God  of  heaven  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against 
us  ?  And  what  can  harm  those  who  have  got  the 
God  of  Jacob  for  their  portion?  You  must  take 
this  in  the  rough,  for  I  am  in  a  deal  of  business. 
My  respects   to   father,    and  accept  the    same 

from 

Your  affectionate  Friend 

and  willing  Servant, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER  XXV 


TO  THE  SAME. 


You  ktiovr  not  how  my  sotil  Wds  tejoiced  to 
heftf  from  my  poor  de^r  little  drtesr.  Forget  ydtt, 
or  4^eftse  to  pray  for  yotr^  1  edhnot,  I  have  yOb 
both  in  my  beeirt  to  liv€  and  die  ^ith  you,  atld 
indeed  ofte  part  of  the  furniture  of  my  bouse  k 
missing,  if  neither  of^tay  little  ones  is  itt  it;  wotild 
have  dropped  a  line  before,  but  lUr.  J.  ^nd 
several  from  L.  came,  as  sooii  ais  one  poor  nurse 
ehiW  was  gone.  Mr.  J— 's  chapel  is  shut  up  to 
be  paiQted,  so  that  he  has  been  here  ever  since 
last  Tiiesday. 

My  de^r  Redeemer  is  good  to  me,  he  hath  been 
with  me  much  in  his  own  work,  extending  my 
views,  supporting  and  enlarging  my  heart,  equip- 
ping me  with  fortitude  and  becoming  boldness, 
furnishing  me  with  arguments,  and  clothing  his 
word  with  power.  One  gentlemari  came  kist 
Saturday  from  G.  and  aher  hearit)g  -me  in  the 
morning  he  went  off  saying,  this  is  what  I  wanted, 
so  mightily  grows  the  word  of  the  Lord  and  pre* 
vail^,  and  so  extensively  does  God  spread  the 
fame  of  what  he  hath  done  for  his  poor  and  much 
deispised  servant.      Whatever  you  do  cleave  to 
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him,  be  is  a  refuge  for  us ;  you  may  dive  into  his 
heart,  into  his  mind,  thoughts,  counsels,  purposes, 
and  covenant,  and  even  tell  his  thoughts  respect- 
ing yourselves.  O  how  sweet  are  thy  thoughts 
towards  me !  how  great  is  the  sum  of  them. 
You  may  be  by  participation  beforehand  with  the 
inheritance,  for  we  are  raised  up  and  made  to  sit 
together  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus;  he 
is  in  our  name  and  nature  in  the^  presence  of  (jrod 
for  us,  as  our  forerunner,  sponsor,  and  head,  and 
we  in  him. 

O  my  sweet  ones,  what  has  he  done,  and  what 
has  he  in  reserve  for  us  ?  "  Eye  hath  not  seen^ 
nor  ear  heard,  nor  heart  conceived !  But  God 
bath  revealed  them  to  us  by  his  Spirit ;  for  the 
Spirit  searcheth  all  things,  yea  the  deep  things  of 
God.''  And  the  earnest  is  in  our  hearts,  the 
foretastes  of  glory  are  the  first-fruits  of  the  Spirit; 
peace,  love,  joy,  life,  light,  rest,  and  consolations, 
are  blessings  of  an  eternal  date;  all  these  will  go 
in  the  soul  to  glory,  these  we  shall  carry  with  us 
through  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death, 
and  never  lose  them  nor  be  without  them  world 
without  end.  Betsy  do  come  to  see  me^  you 
know  not  how  much  I  long  for  you.  I  suppose 
your  sister  mnst  stay  at  home,  as  both  cannot  be 
jBpared.     My  love  to  your  father, 

EvjBr  your\  Dear  Souls, 
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LETTER  XXVI, 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Thursday  afternoon. 

.  Your's  Dear  Betty  is  just  come  to  hand| 
and  am  glad  to  bear  you  are  better,  and  so  com- 
fortably situated.  Your  father  has  been  with  us 
ever  since  we  returned,  he  is  pretty  well,  and 
talks  of  going  to  B.  to'morrow.  The  best  things 
reniain  just  as  they  were,  without  any  alteration 
or  diminution.  Our  sole  and  only  landlord  is 
heir  of  all  things,  and  all  are  ours  in  him,  dealt 
out  in  weight  and  measure  as  need  requires,  and 
as  the  Spirit  moves  and  exercises  faith  to  plead^ 
to  crave,  and  to  receive  them.  God  is  the  bank 
of  faith,  and  all  his  promises  bank-notes,  the 
Spirit  enables  us  to  carry  them  up  for  acceptance, 
and  faith  gets  cash  for  them  when  it  is  wanted. 
But  faith  has  a  better  provision  for  the  soul, 
and  the  just  must  live  by  faith  on  that,  and  most 
certain  it  is  that  faith  is  a  most  diligent,  bountiful^ 
liberal  hand,  to  the  spiritually  poor  and  needy^ 
for  all  that  she  can  gather,  reap,  lay  hold  of,  or 
get  by  begging,  she  gives  it  all  to  the  soul ;  and 
many  sweet  scraps,  crumbs,  fragments  and  drops 
does  she  bring  in.  She  is  a  bold  beggar,  and  an 
eloquent  pleader,  and  what  she  gets  she  will  not 
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easily  give  up,  being  good  .at  hold  fast.  Many 
battles  does  she  fight  with  satan,  and  many  re- 
newed acts  of  her  affiance  in  God, ,  even  when 
we  have  doubted  of  victory,  and  cast  away  oar 
confidence,  and  foolishly  sunk  and  given  way  in 
the  field  of  action,  concluding  it  was  in  vain  to 
struggle  any  longer.  But  faith  lifts  up  her  head 
again  and  again,  renews  the  attack,  and  keeps 
the  field ;  she  will  have  the  last  word  in  the  argtt<» 
ment,  and  give  the  last  blow  in  the  field,  and 
carry  off  both  the  standard  and  the  victory,  and 
no  wonder,  for  fai(h.isborRof  Gpd,  and,  "Wliat- 
soever  is  born  of  God  overcometh  the  world.** 
Oh  1  how  high  the  extraction^  born  of  God  !  and 
how  strong  the  alliance !  Faith  makes  Cbrisfs 
strength  perfect  in  our  weakness ;  "  Trust  in  the 
Lord  for  ever,  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  ever- 
lasting strength." 

O  what  a  warrior  is  faith,  the  word  of  God  h 
her  swordf,  the  finished  salvation  of  Christ  her 
breastplate,  and  God  her  shield ;  the  throne  of 
grace  is  her  armoury,  the  promises  her  encou- 
ragemeuts,  and  the  blood  of  Christ  her  fountain, 
in  which  she  washes  the  garments  of  all  her 
soldiers  who  are  engaged  in  the  fight  of  faith, 
and  lay  hold  on  eternal  life.  In  this  grace  lays 
our  claim  to  the  heavenly  treasure,  **  God  hath 
chosen  the  poor  of  this  world  rich  in  faith,  and 
heirs  of  the  kingdom  piromised  to  all  them  that 
obey  him."    As  faith  operates  we  must  move, 
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every  act  of  ftiith  i3  one  slep  towards  the  king- 
dom ;  "  We  walk  by  faith,  aftd  not  by  sight" 
The  last  atep  that  she  will  take  in  us,  is  to  resign 
iiei  seat,  the  soul,  to  her  own  author  and  finisher; 
"  The  ond  of  faith  is  the  salvation  of  the  souL" 
Providence  Chap?l  is  very  full,  MookwelHs  shut 
up  to  be  r^airedy  but  we  have  bad  good  times  pf 
late.    We  all  wish  to  see  thee;     Naomi  joins  me 

iD  love. 

W.  H.  S-  S. 
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LETTER  XXVII 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Glad  was  I  my  dear  child  to  bear  that  (boa 
wast  better^  and  that  I  had  a  ground  of  hope  of 
seeing  thee  once  more  in  the  ftesh,  -  He  wounds 
and  bi9  hands  make  whole^  be  brings  down  and 
liftetb  up;  he  discovers  deep  things  out  of 
darkness^  and  bringeth  out  to  light  the  shadow  of 
d^th;  he  displays  his  wonders  of  love  in  the 
depths  of  human  misery,  and  puts  forth  his  power 
in  human  weakness,  and  causes  all  his  goodness  to 
pass  before  us,  that  we  may  discern  the  leadings 
of  bis  providence,  observe  the  work  of  his  band^ 
and  learn  t6  follow  him  in  his  ways*  By  these 
means  he  captivates  our  thoughts,  calls  forth  ou# 
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att€ntion  after  bim,  and  engrosses  our  affectioM 
to  himself,  while  every  religious  aire  at  his  judg* 
ments,  and  every  mental  respect  paid  to  the  ope- 
rations of  his  hands,  liave  a  devotion  and  a 
tincture  of  divinity  in  them :  *^  He  that  will  ob- 
serve these  things,  shall  understand  the  loving 
kindness  of  the  Lord :"  and  *•  When  thy  judge- 
ments are  abroad  in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  world  will  learq  righteousness,"  IsaL 
x^vi.  9.         . 

'My  dear  child  now  sees  what  is  meant  by  elec- 
tion, for  she  sees  not  all  flesh  in  her  present  state, 
and  must  acknowledge  that  God  bath  mercy  on 
whom  he  will  have  mercy,  as  she  bad  done  no 
more  than  myself  to  merit  it  But  let  me  once 
caution  thee  to  beware  of  the  traps  and  snares  of 
Ibia  delusive  world  ;  the  heart  will  slide  from  the 
sinner^s  fi^end  with  a  deal  of  ease^  and  in  an  imper- 
ceptible manner,  but  all  the  way  back  is  against  both 
wind  and  tide ;  one  bask  in  momentary  pleasure 
is  succeeded  with  a  month  of  woe.  Every  affec- 
tion that  \^anders  or  is  alienated  from  him,  incurs 
his  high  resentment,  and  provokes  the  Lord  to. 
jealou&y,  which  hQ  is  sure  to  requite,  by  leaving 
us  to  burn  in  suspicion  while  others  are  indulged 
in  our  sight ;  we  must  most  assuredly  give  place  to 
one  much  weaker  than  oui^selves,  and  with  shame- 
take  the  lowest  room;  this  is  the  most  painful 
sensation  that  ever  itupressed  the  human  mind^  it 
lea^ds  to  desperation^  and  ahnost  to  madness.  Th€^ 
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Lord  is  jealous  of  the  he^rt  and  afF^tions  Of  his 
people,  and  will  not  suffer  n  rival  in  his  praise, 
nor  in  their  love. 

I  once  knew  a  young  woi&an  upon  whom  the 
good  work  was  newly  begun,  she  b^an  to  loose 
her  bonds  and  to  get  comfort,  meekuess,  and 
contrition,  the  Saviour  had  just  began  to  pay  bis 
saving  visits  to  her,  and  a  sweet  simplicity  took 
place.  At  this  time  a  yourig  man  ^ell  settled  in 
business,  and  much  above  her,  saw  her  humility, 
attention,  and  diligence,  and  was  dmittep,  and  fol- 
lowed her,  and  offered  himself  to  her;  this  wfts.soon 
accepted,  and  during  the  courtship  her  coa^forts 
seem  to  increase.  After  some  motitbs  pasit.gbe. 
was  married,  and  as  she  thought  more  happy  thfin 
ever,  and  her  match  she  thought  was  a  blessing 
from  God ;  but  after,  like  Samson  she  went  out 
and  shook  herself,  but  wist  not  that  the  Lord  was 
departed  from  her ;  he  gave  her  her  heart'^  desire, 
but  sent  leanness  into  her  souL  She  is  now  near 
her  time  with  the  fourth  child,  hut  has  never  lift 
up  her  head  with  heavenly  joy  since ;  the  first 
match  was  interrupted,  and  has  never  come  on 
since.  They  increase  in  riches,  but  she  is  racked 
with  these  suspicions,  that  God  has  put  her  off 
with  a  portion  in  this  life.  I  shall  watch  over 
thee  with  godly  jealousy,  and  hope  we  shall  have 
joy  of  thee. 

When  the  Lord  condescends  to  visit  us,  and      I 
makes  himself  known  to  us,  and  when  he  indulges 
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U9  with  nearness,  freedom,  and  familiarity  w|f|| 
hicDy  tbqn  \^  the  time  to  obtain  promises,  to  mak^ 
our  Galling  and  our  election  sure,  to  dive  into  biq 
mind  and  will,  to  watch  his  hand  and  bandy- worksj 
to  compare  spiritual  things  with  spiritual,  to  ge^ 
every  feiar  removed,  every  scruple  cleared,  every 
A^ufet  dissolved,  and:  every  thing  in  the  court  of 
e^nscieiiCB  amjcably  settled ;  but  if  these  thingif 
bfs  sighted  an4  neglected  at  such  a  time  as  tl^ia, 
iv|ii4sh  ];$  the  time  pf  our  espousals,  it  is  ten  tp 
one  but  our  life  hangs  in  doubt  throughout  tt^q 
gF0ater  p^rt  of  Qur  pilgriuiage*  Be  mup^  in 
iMTiFate^  much  in  prayer^  reading,  and  thinking 
at)d  may  the  Lord  Jesus  me|Bt  thee  in  all  thesis* 
My  Ulve:  tP  Aqq« 

ffer  Dtane  iii  faith  and  afiection, 

W-  H.  S.  S. 


J.ETTER  XXVIII- 

TO  THfi  SAME. 

To  the  Elect.  Lady,  whom  I  love  in  the  truth,  Aud  for  Af^ 
*    truth's  sake>  thait  is  with  us,  and  shall  be  in  us  for  ever. 

And  bow  X  beseech  thee,  Lady,  not  af 
though  I  wrote  a  new  commandment  unto  jth^iei 
but  that  which  we  had  from  the  beginniqg^  t^at 
we  should  love  one  another^  for  love  i^  the  ful* 
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filliag  of  the  law,  be  that  ioveth  another  fulfilleth 
the  law.  *'  God  iis  love,''  this  is  his  nature  and 
essence,  essential  divinity  is  love ;  and  where  the 
love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  the  heart,  that  is  a 
divine  seed.  His  seed  abideth  in  such,  and  that 
divine  seed  is  charity,  and  charity  suffereth  long 
and  is  kind,  charity  hopeth  all  things,  believeth  all 
things,  endureth  all  things;  charity  thinketh  ho 
evil,  is  not  puffed  up,  behaveth  not  itself  un- 
seemly, is  not  easily  provoked,  and  rejoiceth  in 
the  truth,  1  Cor.  xiii.  Love  is  the  bond  of  the 
everlasting  covenant,  which  keieps  the  everlasting 
Father  and  his  children,  the  King  of  kings  and 
his  subjects,  the  heavenly  bridegroom  and  his 
bride  together ;  and  he  that  Ioveth  him  that  begat, 
Ioveth  him  that  is  begotten  of  him,  1  John  v.  !• 
^'  He  that  Ioveth  his  brother  abideth  in  the  light, 
and  there  is  none  occasion  of  stumbling  in  bim,'^ 
1  John  ii.  10.  Love  emboldens  us  at  the  throne 
of  grace ;  love  enlarges  the  heart,,  and  makes  the 
'  face  to  shine;  love  softens  a  hard  heart,  and  melts 
a  stubborn  mind ;  love  casts  out  fear  and  tor- 
ment, and  makes  our  spiritual  birth  clear,  for, 
''  He  that  Ioveth  is  born  of  God,  and  knoweth 
God.'* 

Precious,  precious,  precious  is  the  Son  of  God 
to  me,  the  faithful,  the  stedfast,  the  unchangeable, 
tender,  sympathetic,  and  never-failing  lover  of 
our  souls;  the  light  of  our  eyes,  the  strength  of 
our  heart,  the  shield  of  our  help,  the  guide  of 
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our  life,  the  length  of  our  days,  the  end  of  our 
&ith,  and  the  salvation  of  all. our  souia«  Oh  I 
Betty,  who  is  like  unto  ud  !  And  as  the  Lord  liveth 
we  are  the  people,  we  are  the  fools,  the  enthusiasts, 
fanatics,  the  Antinomians  of  the  day,  but  God  is 
with  us.  "  Ye  shall  be  hated  of  all  men  for  my 
name's  sake;''  and  ^*  Blessed  are  ye  when  men 
cast  ypu  out,  and  separate  you  froin  their  comn 
pany,.  and  speak  all  manner  of  evil  against  you 
falsely  for  my  name's  sake.  Rejoice,  and  be  oxh 
ceediogglad;  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heavQ»'; 
for  so  persecuted  they  the  prophets  that  iteeri^ 
before  you."  "  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  thd 
#orld  would  love  its  own;  but  because  y&  arb 
»at  of  the  world,  but  I  have  chosen  you  out:ol 
tbe  ^orld,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you," ,  Jabi^ 
XV.  19*  No  company  like  that  of  Father^  SaQi^ 
and  Holy  Ghost;  no  guardians  like  the  angals  of 
God|  who  are  all  ministering  angels^  sent  forth,  toi  - 
mioi^er  to  them  that  are  the  heirs  of  $alvati<>n  ; 
ho  earthly  company  like  that  of  our,  own  thoughts^ 
brought  into  captivity  to  the  obedience ^  of 
Christ:  *Mn  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts 
within  Die,  thy  comforts  delight  my  soul,'^  saith 
the  Psalmist. 

Meditation  is  conversing  with  the  heavenly 
bridegroom,  and  giving  np  our  conversation  to 
the  upper  world ;  it  is  getting  out  of  self,  and 
above  the  natural  element  of  men;  it  is  the 
ascension  of  the  soul  to  God,  and  is  attended 
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vrtlh  dime  realities ;  it  is  soaring  aloft  in  opeo 
vision,  while  the  illuminated  understanding  dis- 
covers things  invisible  to  mortal  sight.  Heavenly- 
mind^dness  is  life  and  peac6 ;  ^'  They  shall  oKMint 
np  as  upon  eagles  wings,  and  see  the  king  in  his 
beauty,  and  the  land  which  is  very  far  off."  In 
these  pleasing  flights  the  vail  of  ignorance  on  our 
mind6  opens,  while  the  Spirit  leads  us  from  view 
to  view,  from  glimpse  to  glimpse,  and  from  one 
discovery  to  another,  and  from  glory  to  glory. 
And  here  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  look  as 
small  as  grasshoppers,  the  earth  as-  the  df op  of  a 
bucket,  or  as  the  small  dust  of  a  balance,  for  says 
the  soul,  Where  have  I  been,  and  what  have  i 
keen  about  all  my  days,  pursuing  vanity,  and  de- 
priving my  soul  of  good.  All  tbese^  Betty,  and 
love  tokens,  love  visits,  earnests,  pledges,  fore* 
ta6te%  first*iruits,  and  all  to  assure  us  that  the 
inheritance,  the  harvest,  the  glory  that  shall  be 
revealed  is  eternally  ours.  Keep  thy  face  Zioa^ 
ward,  my  dearly  beloved,  read,  learn,  mark,  and 
inwardly  digest,  and  thou  wilt  grow  more  in  one 
oionth  than  all  they  at  B.  have  don^  all  their  days; 
Ann  is  well,  but  wishes  much  to  know  how  yiia 
do,  atid  how  her  father  is.  Kind  lave  to  IL  i 
sent  a  few  lines  some  time  ago,  hope  you  necaved 
them,  they  were  badly  written,  so  I  got  a.frieiid  14 
the  house  to  copy  them,  which  I  suppose  sor- 
prized  jfou.     God  bless  thee^ 

Ever  thine, 

W.H.  S,S. 
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LETTER  XXIX. 


TO  MRS.  B. 


My  Dear  and  Honoured  Mother  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

I  WISH  above  all  things  that  thou  mayest 
prosper  and  be  in  health.  I  have  of  late  been 
exercised  with  legal  bondage,  with  the  blasphemous 
suggestions  and  foul  embraces  of  the  devil  him* 
self,  with  sad  heart-risings  and  rebelliods  against 
God,  and  with  envying  the  wicked ;  I  have  been 
^ieved  with  them  that  are  at  ease,  and  blessing 
the  carnally  secure,  calling  the  proud  happy,  and 
those  in  a  false  peace  the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  and 
and  this  I  call  turning  things  upside  down. 

The  bible  has  sometimes  been  a  sealed  book ; 
a  ffimine  among  the  texts,  much  prayer  and  little 
profit,  the  Lord  at  a  distance,  the  door  of  mercy 
half  open  and  half  shut,  the  heart  hard  and  soul 
dead ;  itiuch  to  do,  but  no  heart  to  labour,  t 
have  been  put  to  it  to  pick  out  something,  that  I 
might  cavil  at  God ;  but  poorly  in  body  and  lan- 
guishing in  soul,  wanting  somebody  to  pity  me, 
and  sick  of  pitying  myself  I  wanted  the  breasts 
of  consolation,  but  had  nothing  but  a  hard  crust; 
I  wanted  a  leading  string,  but  he  left  me  to 
*   stumble  upon  the   dark  mountains.      I  wanted 
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kisses^  but  there  came  stripes;  I  sought  him,  but 

I  found  hitn  not;  I  called  him,  but  he  gave  me 

no  answer ;  I  quarrelled  at  hipa,  and  he  made  me 

tremble  at  it;  I  opened  my  mouth  against  him, 

and  he  threw  my  reproach  into  my  own  con^ 

science ;  I  wished  to  move  him,  but  he  sat  undis* 

turbed.     I  sought  occasions  against  him,  I  set  one 

text  to  contradict  another,  and  his  hard  dealings  to 

contradict  all   his   promises;    I   buried   all  his 

former  mercies  in  oblivion,  and  magnified  all  his 

chastisements  to  mountains ;  I  cavilled  because  I 

had  not  more  faith,  and  at  the  sanrie  tinie  falsely 

denied  the  faith  that  I  had ;   I   prayed  for  pa- 

tience,  and  yet  kept  murmuring,  for  submission  in 

the  very  act  of  rebellion.     I  begged  for  purity 

and  holiness  with  nothing  but  lust  in  my  head, 

and  the  works  of  the  devil  in  my  heart,   "  The* 

law  worketh  wrath ;"  and  the  devil  by  the  applir 

cation  of  that  holy  law,  works  in  us  all  manner 

of  concupiscence,    for    without  the   law   sin  is 

dead,  but  at  the  approach  of  the  law  sin  revives ; 

God's  Uw  is  God's  severest  rod. 

Yesterday,  shutting  myself  up  the  whole  day 
in  the  chapel  to  have  it  put,  fearing  to  be  dis- 
turbed, for  the  devil  and  I  was  hard  at  it  by  the 
ears,  and  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  and  fought  in 
the  walk  way,  up  and  down,  till  about  the  eleventh 
hour,  then  the  fever  left  me,  and  satan  skulked 
off  like  a  dog  that  had  burnt  his  tail,  and  is  now 
gone  to  plague  some  other  poor  soul.     At  his 
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departure  I  felt  the  anointings  and  a  small 
from  his  blessed  face,  just  enough  to  inform  mC; 
^t  he  was  alive,  and  that  I  had  a  place  still  in 
his  heart,  but  not  to  shew  himself  well  pleased ; 
some  little  resentment  appeared  on  his  face,  and 
aometbing  of  the  same  in  his  carriage,  but  the 
little  was  much  prized,  and  much  needed.  I  feU 
down  and  blessed  him  for  the  fiery  trial,  and 
loathed  myself  fpr  the  want  of  submission,  and 
after  some  few  hours  went  into  the  pulpi^  and 
told  them  a  pretty  oily  story  from  the  ninth 
chapter  of  Zechariah,  and  the  ninth  v^rse,  *'  Re« 
joice,  shout,  for  thy  King  cometh  unto  thee^''  Sec. 
My  love  to  my  true  yoke-fellow.  Mother^ 
Adieu, 

Thy  dutiful  Son, 
aud  aflfectionate  Friend  in  Jesus  Chris^ 

/  W«  H*  S*  S. 


LETCER  XXX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
JDlear  Mother, 

Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and  Saviour.  I  really 
wish  above  all  ttiings  that  thou  mayest  prosper 
and  be  in  health,  as  I  hope  by  this  time  that  thy 
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teul  prospereib.  I  have  this  morning  peaid  oyer 
afresh  thy  little  epistle  which  is  full  of  complaiats^ 
but  I  hope  by  this  time  that  matters  are  mended^ 
and  thy  heart  a  little  more  fixed.  I  have  of  late 
had  some  sweet  thoughts  upon  Hebrews,  the  third 
chapter,  verse  the  first ;  "  Consider  tb0  apostle 
and  high  priest  of  our  profession/V  Ouf  high 
priest  not  only  bore  our  sins>  and  made  an  atone-^ 
ment  for  qs,  or  appeased  the  wrath  of  God  in  our 
behalf,  and  took  his  blood,  the  price  of  our  re- 
demption, into  heaven .  with  hie^  but  he  ever 
livbth  to  make  intercession  fbr  us. 

A  high  priest  was  to  bear  our  names  on  hit 
heart;  he  was  likewise  to  bear  our  judgment; 
and  thirdly,  he  was  to  bear  the  iniquity  of  our 
holy  things,  Read  Exodus  the  twenty-eighth  chap- 
ter. God  has  put  us  into  the  heart  of  Christ's 
lovty  he  has  chosen  us  in  him  and  made  us  his 
charge,  and  he  has  loved  us  better  than  his  own 
life ;  "  Greater  love  hath  no  mlan  than  this.** 
He  has  borne  our  judgment,  the  curse  of  the  law, 
and  the  wrath  of  God  for  us,  and  appears  in 
this  his  sacrifice  within  the  vail,  where  he  ever 
lives  to  make  intercession  for  us,  and  who  shall 
separate  us  from  his  love  ?  And  now  he  bears 
the  iniquities  of  our  holy  things,  even  we  otir- 
9elves  are  by  the  Spirit  of  Gad  offered  up  a$ 
Hving  sacrifices  Upon  Christ,  our  altar  aod  priest. 
**  That  the  offering  up  of  the  Gentiles  might  be 
Wccpted,  being  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Ghos^"* 
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Rom.  xp,  16;  and  it  i«  in  God's  belored  S6n  tfaftf 
w^  ftr«  iQade  accepted,  and  it  is  the  altar  and 
priest  that  sanctifies  the  gift;  we  are  God's  gift 
'to  Chmt,  aiid  he  is  made ,  sanctification  to  us. 
la  faitn  we  are  wise,  just,  redeemed,  washed,  and 
made  holy,  lind  are  complete  in  him ;  '^  Cleail 
erery  whit,"  says  Christ ;  ^ahd  there  is  no  spot  in 
Qs,  fot  in  him  we  are  without  fault  before  the 
fbrone.  Stick  fast  here  tny  dear  mother,  and  let 
ihe  devil  moire  us,  or  alt^  this  performance  of 
divine  wisdom  and  goodness,  if  be  can. 
'  And  observe  further,  that  there  ia  noChiUg 
comes  from  God  to  us,  but  through  the  mediator 
who  has  made  peace,  and  through  our  high  priest 
who  has  made  the  atonement  by  his  sacrifice; 
a)^  he  having  endured  the  curse,  and  appeased 
the  wrath  of  God^  we  are  secured  from  both^ 
by  the  eovenant,  the  oath  of  God,  and  the  blood 
of  Christ,  so  that  even  viikdictive  justice  itself 
promises  to  forgive  us,  and  cleanse  us  from  all 
unrighteousfiess }  so  safe  and  secure  are  we  in 
the  heart  aud  hands  of  the  dearly  beloved  and 
ever  blessed  Son  of  God.  And  now  mind  what 
i  sayv  our  high  priest  is  to  beer  the  iniquity  of 
,ouc  boly  things,  that  is,  sin  cleftves  to  us,  and 
to  ail  our  serHiicea;  when  we  would  do  good^ 
eT>l  is  always  present  with  us.  DeadnesSy  unbe4 
lief,  rebellion,  lelf^^seeking,  hypocrisy,  enmity^ 
doubts^  misgivings  of  heart,  half-heartedness^ 
Ibackwardness,  but  nothing  of  all  tins  shall  evM 
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pass  thrbugb  the  hands  of  our  bigh-priest,  in 
ivhose  name  and  for  whose  sake  we  pray  God  to 
bear  us. 

All  sin  is  satan's  spawn,  and  it  shall  never 
ascend  above  the  stars ;  satan  is  the  prince  of 
the  power  of  the  air,  and  above  his  realm  his 
works  shall  never  arise,  because  our  priest  and 
his  offering  are  in  the  holy  place.  Christ  upon 
bis  golden  altar  offers  the  incense  of  his  sweet 
savour,  sacrifice,  and  much  grace,  which  per- 
fumes the  prayers  of  all  saints ;  hence  it  is,  that 
all  our  services  are  accepted :  "  Their  burnt- 
offerings  and  their  sacrifices,^  says  God,  ^^  shall 
be  accepted  upon  mine  altar ;  and  I  will  make 
them  joyful  in  my  house  of  prayer,"  Isai.  lvi»  7. 
Therefore  we  should  always  pray  and  not  faint^ 
however  dead,  or  else  we  undervalue  the  great 
high  priest  of  our  profession.  I  have  oft  pre« 
vailed  when  my  heart  has  been  stiffened  by  the 
devil  and  unbelief;  and  it  is  this  way  aiid  no 
other,  "  Whatever  you  ask  of  the  Father,  ask  in 
my  name,  and  I  will  do  it,"  says  Christ ;  he  so 
mends,  alters,  perfumes,  and  presents  our  poor 
imperfect  performances,  that  we  should  not  know 
them  again,  as  they  cry.  Lord,  when  saw  we  thee 
an  hungry,  thirsty,  naked  ?  &c.  they  were  asto- 
nished at  their  own  works  when  be  brought  them 
forth  before  them.  Open  your  mind  freely  to 
your  yoke-fellow,  the  devil  often  pushes  off  when 
he.  is  discovered.     Tender  my  love  to  John  and 
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Mary,  shall  send  tham  a  kite  when  I  cqh  get  tibm 
wings  and  tail  put  on. 

God  bless  thee, 

W.  H-  S.  S. 


LETTER  XXXX 


TO  THE  SAME, 


l^ly  Dear  Mother, 

Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee  through  oujt 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.     I  was  sorry  to 
hear  that  thou  art  so  poorly,  and  of  my  poor 
yoke-fellow's  accident ;  but  we  are  chosen  in  the 
furnace  of  affliction.    The  fiery  trial  always  turns 
up,  and  discovers  the  evils  of  our  inbred  corrup- 
tions, these  heave,  boil,  and  blubber  up,  and  we 
see  what  polluted,  vile,  and  filthy  worms  we  are; 
this  is  the  dross  aud  tin  that  swims  upon  the  top^ 
when  Satan's  suggestions  and  legal  bondage  dis- 
cover  them,  and  God  withdraws  that  we  may 
know  what  is  in  our  hearts*     But  bless  bis  holy 
jiame,  as  soon  as  he  returns  again,  all  this  scuqi 
is  purged  oS,  and 'we.  Appear  as  white  as  snow  in 
Salmon.     But  we  soon,  by  one  n^ans  or  other, 
contract  th(&.same  load  of  filth  again,  for  as  the 
sea  castetb  up  its  waters,  so  doth  the  heart  its 
^nmity  and  rebellion;^  and  thep  comes  on  the  fur* 
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nace  again,    because  we  a^e  never  effectually 
purged  from  the  inbeing  of  sin,  but  from  our 
evil  frames;  in  the  fire  call  upon  me,  saith  the 
Lord,  and  when  I  deliver  thee  thou  shalt  glorify 
me.     Tlius  the  furnace  puts  a  cry  and  energy 
in  our  prayers*,  and  God's  goodness  in  delivering 
fills  the  heart  with  joy  and  the  mouth  with  praise; 
and  they  that  have  none  of  this  where  are  they  ? 
Why,  they  are  settled  upon  tKeir  .lees,  they  are 
not  emptied  from  vessel  to  vessel,  their  scent  is 
not  changed,  their  scent  is  in  them;  and  what 
follows?     Why,   "  I  will  search  Jerusalem   as 
with  candles,  and  I  will  punish  the  men  that  are 
settled  on  their  lees,"  Zeph.  i.  13 ;  these  have  no 
changes,  and  therefore  they  fear  not  God.     The 
rod  of  God  is  not  upon  thetii,  and  he  that  spares 
the  rod  hates  the  son ;  then  bless  God  for  the 
furnace,  bless  God  for  afflictions,  bless  God  for 
the  rod,  for  by  tliese  things  men  live,  ami  in  all 
these  things  is  the  life  of  our  spirits^  so  will  God 
tevive  us  ahd  cause  us  to  live.     Mother,,  be  of 
good  cheer,  no  rod  no  sonshipy*  qo  furnace  no 
faith,  no  cross  no  crown.     -'  Owt  light  afflidions 
whrch  are  but  for  a  momefit,  work  oot  for  as  an 
eternal  weight  of  glory.**    "  If  we  suffer  with 
him,  we  shall  reign  with  him***    Farewell,  mercy 
and  peace  be  with  thee.    So  prays, 

Thy  Son  and  Servant, 

W,  H.  S.S. 


i 
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LETTER  XXXH, 

TO  Mil.  W.  B. 

•    ■ 

My  Dearly  Beloi^d  Friend  aad  Brother  it  the  Lord  Jesus^ 

I  WAS  ax^edipg  sorry  to  see  my  poor  oI4f 
comp«nioii&  ia  tributatioo^i  both  afflicted  toge<^ 
tber ;  but  it  is^  through  much  trihoUtion  tliat  we 
must  erlt'^  the  kingdQOi,  and  they  that  escape  this 
paUi  wilt  never  g^t  there:  ''  If  we  suffer  with 
him^  we  shall  reign  with  him."  ^' He  brought 
me  into  the  banqueUing  house,  and  his  banner 
over  me  waa  love,^  says  the  spouse,  .Cant.  ii.  4. 
£v!ery  time  we  ai^e  ^eotertained/  fed,  or  banq-uet-' 
ted,,  the  baw[)Or  is  over  us,  to  let  us  know  that 
wMSi  are  to  suqpeed.  John  eats  the  little  book, 
aufi  it  is  sweet  es  hpuey,  as  all  the  promises  are 
wbeck  ttie  comfQi?ter  applies  them,  but  afterwards, 
Sf^s  be^  my  beily  was  bitter;  legal  bondage, 
fllftvlfib  fe^r,  fatherly  anger,  and  violent  tempta^ 
tieos  often  follow,  which  things  are  nauseous  to 
the  soul,  9^^  bitterp  ane  U>  the  stomach. 

fiut  all  the  Saviour's  gfirnaents  stnellof  myrrh 
aud  aloMi  tj^e  former  a  deligbtful  smell,  the  lat- 
ter a  bitter  taslte^  fM^d  witfi.  myrrh  aqd  aloes  was 
bia  body  ^nMmed  for  the  tomb;  all  which  i^ 
to  leaab  Wf,  tfiat  tbi»>  delicious  X.amby  our  pass- 
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over,  must  be  eaten  with. bitter  herbs.  What  so 
sweet  and  joyful  as  bis  sweet  face  and  blessed 
presence?  And  what  so  bitter  as  the  Joss  of 
these  ?  "  The  heart  knoweth  its  own  bitter- 
ness; and  a  stranger  intermeddleth  not  with  his 
joy,"  Prov.  xiv.  10.  "In  the  day  of  prosperity 
be  joyful,''  for  in  this  day  the  sun  shines;  "  but 
in  the  day  of  adversity  consider,"  for  the  sun  is 
in  an  eclipse :  "  Why  hidest  thou  thy  face  from 
me?"  And  must  it  be  so?  Is  all  to  be  bitter- 
swfeets  ?  Hush,  do  not  murmur,  bitters  are 
Tvholesome  though  not  pleasant,  for  they  strengthen 
the  stomach,  and  promote  appetite;  they  that 
have  no  bitter  herbs,  bitter  waters,  nor  bitter 
cups,  have  no  real  hunger  or  thirst  after  righte- 
ousness, nor  after  the  bread  of  life,  nor  after  tlie 
living  God ;  they  are  full,  and  woe  to  them  that 
are  full,  for  they  shall  hunger ;  and  woe  to  them 
that  laugh,  for  they  shall  weep.  But,  Blessed  are 
they  that  weep,  for  they  shall  laugh,  and  blessed 
are  they  that  mourn,  for  they  shall  be  comforted ; 
and  nothing  do  they  mourn  after  so  much,  as 
after  the  love  and  presence  of  Christ :  hence  it 
is  plain,  no  bitters  no  appetite,  and  no  appetite 
no  banquet ;  ''He  fiileth  the  hungry  with  good 
things,  and  sends  the  rich  empty  away." 

I  long  much  to  know  how  you  are  in  health,  do 
get  — —  to  drop  me  a  line ;  and  I  long  much  to 
see  you,  the  Lord  send  you  once  more  my  way. 
Give  my  love  and  duty  to  Mother,  I  intend  writ- 
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ing  to  her  this  week  if  the  Lord  permit.  I  long 
alto  to  know  how  the  house  goes  on.  I  have 
had  a  little  fiimaoe-work  lately,  but  the  Lord 
my  God  is  still  with  his  poor  despised  servant, 
and  those  who  heat  the  furnace  are  scorched 
themselves.    God  bless  thee  and  keep  thee. 

So  prays, 

W.H.  S.S. 


LETTER  XXXIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Monday  Morning,  6  o'Clock. 

To  Master,  to  Dame,  &c.  W.  H.  S.  S.  sendeth  greeting, 
wishing  grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  through  oar  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

I  BLESS  my  God  I  have  you  all  in  my 
heart,  making  mention  of  you,  and  request  for 
you  in  every  prayer  of  mine,  that  you  may 
st^nd  fast  in  one  spirit,  and  strive  together  for 
the  faith  that  was  once  delivered  to  the  saints. 
The  Lord  doth  lay  that  branch  of  his  vineyard 
in  Sussex  much  on  my  mind,  and  I  know  that 
I  shall  travail  again  and  again  in  birth  for  them, 
and  you  will  see  the  effects  of  it  more  or  less, 
and  that  soon.  My  soul  is  continually  flying 
wd  hovering  about  the  Welsh  Ambassador,  the 
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Victrige,  Lewes,  Bohieyy  aod*  other  dark  eorners 
tidlacenty  and  ntuch  liberty  do  I  6i>fi  in  my  soul 
in  prayer;  and  sure  I  aua  that  fervent  prayer 
\9ii\  never  return  void.  My  God  ^  good  to 
Israel,  and  he  love^  them  that  love  himy  and  they 
that  seek  him  early  shall  fif>d  him^  .  j 

I  had  a  good  time  yesterday,  I  laboured  all  the 
day  on  this  text ;  ''I  returned,  and  saw  under  the 
sun,  that  the  race  is  not  to  the  &wift,  nor  the  battle 
to  the  strong,  neither  yet  bread  to  the  wise,  nor 
yet  riches  to  men  of  understanding,  nor  yet  favour 
to  men  of  skill,  but  time  and  ehinpe  happenetb 
to  them  all,"  Eccles  ix.  11;  and  we  had  a  very 
full  house. .    My  eldest  son  supped  with  me  last 
night,  he  is  occupying  business    in  deep  waters, 
and  I  am  in  hopes  that  in  God's  own  time  the 
vessel  will  come  to  its  deisiried  faaven.     You  must 
be  industrious  now,  and  fetch  upf  the  kn^  time, 
and  I  will  come  again  God  willing^  and  who 
knows  but  he  will  give  as  a  second  benefit.     But 
before  that  time  my  heart  will  pay  a  fbousadd 
visits  to  B.  though  you  may  not  see  it,  yet  so  it  is^ 
the  spirit  of  God's  people  often  pasd  eaeh  otfaei^ 
upon  the  rdad,  in  visiting  each  other;    there  ia^ 
such  a  thing    as    being    absent   in .  body  and 
present  in  spirit      O  blessed  mystery,  blessed 
union,  and  blessed  are  the  efietts  of  k  y  bound 
up  in  the  bundle  of  life  with  the  Lord  out  God^* 
made  one  in  Christ,  and  one  among  owpselT#fr^ 
and  perfect  in  one  God,  Father,  Soa,  and  Spirte 


7eD|(fer  oiy  kind(  lov^e  to  si^tQr  B.  unjd  my.  iMMt 
\vi/9h^s.  (o-  the>  youiQg  folk3,  and.  to  my  true  yoke^ 
fallonv.  md  f^lloiv-labourer  when  you  see.  him. 
We  got  home  safe,  and  in. high  spirits,  and  not 
witbpuA  hopes,  tba^t  we  bad  spread]  the  savour  of 
Cbrist's  svuee^  na.ix^e  among  poor  sinners,  for  ha 
cQQ,4esceQids  to  laake  it,  manifieist  by  the  instcu- 
9li9ntality  <^f  such  diespicable  servants.  And  noni 
may  the  Lord  of  all  lords  keep,  guide^  ajad  pren 
igerve  you,  all  1^  and  I  l^ope  ever  wtiil  be  the  hearty 
pray/er  of, 

Dear  Friend^ 

•     *  -  -s. 

Your  willing  Servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

Wat.  ^lUNTIKQTOlJl.  ^S, 


nui    II. f  ly    mil'  (iJi.iiiiim^>k 

ijW^m  xx;xiv. 

TO  THE  SAME., 

My  Dear  Brother  in  Christ  Jesus,  Grace,,  meccy^ 
aud  peaiQe  be  ^ith.  thee^   through  our  own  Loi;<l, 
Ood    and    Saviour,   th^  Son  of   the  Father  in 
truth   and  love. 

I  HAVE  beard  by  a  line  from  -» —  that  ypn 
Jiave  hurt  your  leg^  which  I  am  sorry  for^  as  yoij 
are  getting  old,  which  if  it  become  a  running  spj:e 
will  not  be  easily  healed.  I  long  to.  know  hp,wr  the 
buUding  goes  on,     I  long  likewise  to  know  bow 
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mother  is,  Betsy  tells  me  she  is  poorly,  which  I 
am  sorry  to  hear  ;  I  am  afraid  that  this  movingp 
building,  and  by  and  by  a  new  house,  will  knock 
you  all  up  together. 

Next  week  I  hope  to  finish  my  book,  which  has^ 
taken  me  almost  three  months,  night  and  day. 
But  blessed  be  the  Lord,  our  own  God  in  cove- 
nant, for  he  has  wonderfully  assisted  me  in  this 
hard,  difficult,  and  unfrequented  path,  which  is  so 
hard  to  cast  up  and  to  make  plain,  and  which  I  have 
long  wished  to  do,  but  was  afraid  to  venture,  fear- 
ing my  judgment  waa  not  ripe  enough,  or  that  my 
understanding  was  too  dark  for  the  arduous  task. 
My  enemies  in  town  are  once  more  alive,  another 
banquet  it  has  pleased  God  to  give  theim ;  Sam- 
son is  now  making  sport  for  the  philistines.  A 
man  who  has  plagued  me  with  letters  for  near 
ten  years,  and  who  has  wrote  likewise  to  Mr.  J. 
he  and  a  few  more  have  published  a  book,  and 
the  hand-bills  are  shouted  off  from  chapel  to 
chapel ;  this  causes  a  great  shout  in  the  camp  of 
the  Philistines.  But  the  devil  has  overshot  the 
mark,  for  he  has  filled  the  authors  of  it  with  such 
infernal  malice,  that  the  book  is  worse  than  right 
down  blasphemy.  They  have  by  what  I  can 
learn,  almost*  made  sport  of  the  holy  Comforter 
of  our  souls,  and  this  kind  of  sport  seldom  lasts 
long. 

The  last  scribbling  enemy  that  wrote  against 
me,  for  publishing  a  sermon  ot)  the  times,  was 
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buried  last  week,  so  I  shall  bear  no  more  of  him ; 
and  as  for  the  world  to  come,  we  shall  not  be 
plagaed  with  them  there,  at  least  I  hope  not. 
Some  of  my  friends  seem  sadly  concerned  for  mci 
.but  it  rather  pleases  me  than  otherwise,  my  good 
God  and  Father  does  so  kindly  support  his  poor 
smutty  servant.  Nor  do  I  doubt  but  ere  long  the 
indignation  of  God  upon  those  men  will  be  as 
conspicuous  as  their  crimes,  for  their  book  is  no 
less  than  the  great  transgression.  God  bless  thee 
and  keep  thee, 

.   So  prays, 

w.u. 


LETTER  XXXV. 


TO  MR.  S.  B. 


I  LONG  to  know  how  my  friend  is.  As  for 
the  Doctor  he  is  very  feeble,  so  that  you  may  re- 
tort the  old  proverb,  Physician  heal  thyself.  But 
the  object  of  our  hope  is  the  living  God,  and  our 
life  is^  hid  with  Christ  in  him ;  this  life  no  corrup- 
tion can  touch,  no  sin  can  infect  it,  no  hypocrite^ 
can  procure  it,  no  devil  can  approach  it  From 
God  the  fountain  of  life  comes  the  second  Adam^ 
the  quickening  Spirit,  and  through  him  comes 
the  Spirit  of  life  and  love,  and  under  his  sweet 
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pperatjipns  faith,  bppQ,  an  (J  Igvp  a^^ripg  ^p  ift 
th^  soul;  and  the  Ij^p  tfeat  l^y^^  ip,  these  thr^e 
precious  frui,ts  rai^es^  us  ouft  of  tbe  r^giop^  pf  tb^ 
shadpw  of  death,  g^nd  above  tlie  stUjg  of  death,  and 
above  the  sentence  pf ,  the  law;  "  He  thjtt  believetb, 
hath  evei;lasting  life^  and  shall  not  <;ome  into, 
condeniqatiop/'  Tbi^  ip  (jhe.  greatest  of  aU  bL?ss- 
ings J  and  wh^t  is  this  blessing  ?  Why^  it  is  thp, 
Spirit  pf  the  liyipg^God.:  "  I  will  pour  my  spiri^t 
upon  thy  ^edj  my  l)lessing^  upoa  tby  ofl&pring.*' 
This  is  the  source  of  all  good  in  God's  family. 
All  heavenly  sen3at.ipp$  and  feelings ;  all  longings^ 
hun^eri^gs  and  thirstings  after  God  and  godli- 
ness ;  all  our  confessions^  petitions,  praises,  or 
thanksgiving;  all  composure  of  mind,  tranquillity 
of  heart,  or  peace  with  conscience,  springs  from 
this  fountain  of  life  in  us. 

I  do  dearly,  s^n^^  ^uu^erely  love  this  blessed  and 
adorable  Comforter,  though  I  can  discern,  dis- 
cover,  and  make  out  so  little  of  his  wonderful 
works.  But  this.  I  know  that  all  sensible  sinners, 
who  feel  the  plague  of  tjieir  pwp  beairt.s,  and  Uie. 
buffetm^s  of  sat^n,,  must  $ink  in  des^^ir,  sf^^ 
drown  in  (perdition,  unless  he  tajtes  pg^s^s^ipp  pf^ 
the  soul,  seeing  it  is  his  wari;  to.  disppsise^s.  tha^ 
atrpng  man,  and  to.  spoil  his  house ;  ^p|l  t;hqs^  t^ 
make  the  devil's  cage  his  own  templf;. 

:  "i^S  i9X»lid(  to  his  PaAieat^ 

W;H.  S.S. 


V  * 
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LE'TTER   3tXXVl. 

tO'  IHE  SAME. 

p 

I  iitfST  Setid  my  pddr  friclBfl  k  ^cfap,  l)fe- 
TCftuSe  hfe  4s  ttn  inV&lM,  hot  fit  t!q*ikrth,  nof  tSo 
•liltetid  thfe  camp,  and  th'ei'efcyre  lite  tttuSt  iabifle  ii^ 
*he  irtuff,  'or  ^  On  the  baggage  wk^^ifn.  1  adi 
•^ery  ^tiff  And  Weary  this  'morning ;  I  a'm  too  p^O- 
tfuse  and  bbirnJaAt  Uh'en  the  well  sprmgs,  and  thfe 
«tip  oVdrifows,  f(fefeKi!ig  I  'a;ita  nidriB  tha-fi  itip^ltt^ 
*uft>vhen  it  is  over,  Ifihdl^tafrail'ttidn,  efricrfih- 
paSsed  about  with  ihfirrnittes.  But  even  in  thfe 
mortal  mass  tberfe  is  a  tr'easure,  Some  good  thih^ 
toiv^ard  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  a  living  princi- 
ple that  cannot  fail,  sickeii,  decay,  or  die.  No 
ray  from  the  sun  of  righteousness  can  be  extin- 
guished, no  incorruptible  seed  can  corrupt.  Let 
us  cleave  to  our  dear^  and  dearly  beloved  Lord ; 
he  is  the  heir  of  us,  and  the  sole  proprietor  of 
us;  he  is  every  spring  in  u§,  and  the  fountain  of 
life  to  us.  They  that  have  despised  him  are 
under  their  own  sentence,  and  must  hear  their 
own  burden ;  and  we  evidelstly  see  that  all  who 
depart  from  us  are  withered,  deca^edy  add  dried 
up  like  a  potsherd. 

God  ha«  founded  Zionlti  the  sacrifi(ie  of  bit 
$on^  and  he  builds  her  up,  and  estabji^es  h^f 
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by  the  faith  of  biro,  and  faith  feels  all  her  springs 
of  life  in  this  city;  salvation  is  her  walls  to  all 
that  are  witbioi  and  all  without  the  walls  are 
dogs.  **  They  that  be  planted  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  shall  flourish  in  the  courts  of  our  God ; 
their  leaf  shall  be  green,  they  shall  bring  forth 
fruit  in  old  age  to  shew  that  God  is  upright,'' 
Psal,  xciL  13,  14,  But  is  there  a  soul  that  has 
departed  from  us,  that  has  the  least  moisture  or 
verdure  upon  them  ?  Or  does  God  appear  the 
health  of  their  countenance  ?  No.  Carnal  en<* 
mity  and  hatred  is  fixed  within,  they  hate  Zion 
.and  are  desolate;  the  evident  tokens  of  perditioo 
are  in  them,  and  their  countenance  reflects  the 
3enteiice,  But  the  Lord  is  with  us.  Remember 
me  (o  Betty.     |  hope  to  see  you  this  week. 

THE  COALHEAVER, 


LETTER  XXXVIL 

TO  THE  SAME. 

I  AM  sorry  to  hear  that  my  poor  fnend  is 
80  ill  again^  but  the  decays  of  the  body  are  often 
the  beahh  of  the  soul ;  *^  But  though  our  outward 
man  peri^h^*"  says  Paul,  '^  yet  the  inward  man  is 
renexi  ed  day  by  day/  9  Con  iv,  16L  Onr  breath 
i$  in  our  no$tril$  aud  must  go  foril^  and  that  very 


87 

day  all  our  evil  thoughts  perish.  But  where  God 
breathes  upon  the  soul,  there  the  spirit  of  life 
enters,  and  there  spiritual  bread,  the  hidden 
manna,  the  best  wine,  the  fatted  calf,  and  the 
paschal  lamb  are  craved,  relished,  savoured, 
eaten,  digested,  and  concocted,  and  no  where 
else.  Blessed  are  they  that  hunger,  and  blessed 
are  they  that  thirst,  for  they  shall  be  filled. 
When  God  quickens  us,  he  revives  us  by  the 
fruits  of  his  Spirit,  and  in  these  fruits  bis  divine 
life  is  hid.  He  lives  in  our  thoughts,  minds, 
affectibns,  and  conscience,  and  will  never  resign 
his  residence  to  any ;  and  he  will  cheer  us,  en- 
tertain us,  employ  our  thoughts,  and  comfort 
our  hearts,  according  as  he  is  entertained,  at** 
tended  to,  and  pleased;  and  if  displeased  with 
our  neglect  or  inattention,  he  lets  our  faith  and 
hope  come  to  a  low  ebb,  and  will  make  us  fqel 
our  need  before  we  feel  bis  indulgent  fulness. 

If  my  dear  friend's  gout  was  of  the  same  class 
of  disorders  with  mine,  a  paper  kite,  or  a  box 
of  golden  balsamic  pills  might  give  relief;  but 
his  is  not  in  the  pocket,  but  in  the  feet  But 
blessed  be  God,  faith  cian  travel  when  the  feet  are 
confined  with  pain  ;  and  God  can  come  to  us  to 
make  the.  bed  in  our  sickness,  if  he  does  not  l^eep 
sickness  from  us.  I  long  to  see  my  fellow*suf- 
ferer,  gouty  folks  can  feel  for  each  other's  infir- 
mities, and  our  high  priest  can  feel  for  us  both. 
Kind  love  to  Betty. 

S.S. 
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LETT'E'R  XXXVIII,      ' 

TO  THE  SAME. 
My  Dear  Friend, 

Our  God  fUleth  all  space,  and  is  near  to  all 
that  feel  after  him.  He  transacts  afU  the  ^rand 
a^airs  of  his  kingdom  in  the  court  of  coaOh 
science ;  to  that  court  the  Lord's-  'ministers  cOiPli- 
mend  themselves^;  into  that  court  the  word 
.comes,  and  makes  it  good  and  honest.  Hflrfe 
the  precious  blood  of  sprinkling  speaks  pardon, 
peace,  and  reconciliation.  The  prince  of  p^ice . 
sways  his  sceptre  here,  he  is  enthroned  hei*e  in 
hm  own  love ;  hence  charity  out  of  a  :pure  heart 
jEind  a  good  conscience,  is  the  'end  of  the  coot- 
mandment.  Afflictions  are  to  dristurb, 'disquiet^ 
and  to  stir  up  this  court,  that  things  amiss, 
things  neglected,  and  things  forgotten  may  be 
brought  forth  to  the  light,  be  sifted  Up,  sAd 
canvassed  over. 

And  there  is  no  settling  the  accounts  without 
the  blessed  surety  of  the  Ne>v  Testaiijent;  he 
is  the  chief  speaker,  and  sovereign  ruler  here  > 
bis  atonement  iisi  our  pardon ;  bis  faith  is  tile 
manifestation  of  our  sonship^-  and  the  sentence 
of  justification  by  his  righteousness,  is  passed 
in  this  court.     Watch,  and  you  wiU  see  the» 


thii^«  g<H^  e^  and  as  light  discovers,  ^aft'dosh 
ing  grace  will  remove  what  is  amiss.  He  sits  as 
'a  refiner  by  the  furnace,  and  he  is  the  purger  and 
the  purifier  of  all  his  priestly  >family.  He  has 
not  choten  ns  in  the  furnace,  in  order  to  desert 
us  when  in  the  fire ;  he  is  our  all  in  all.  Lovb 
*to  'Betty,  and  acCeipt  thp  -same  from, 


j^^^g^»^jj^>it?r^»j^^'^^?!|^t^^t 


LliTTER  XXXIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
I^ly  Dear  -Brother  and  Sister  in  Christ, 

Can  only  say  i  received  yours,  being  busy  Jm 
moving,  and  fitting  thenest,  which  takefe  too  mudk 
time,  and  is  too  much  trouble,  to  one  engaged  in 
such  a  warfare  as  hath  fell  to  my  share.  But  the 
goodness,  the  bounty,  the  unexpected  and  unde- 
served mercies  and  favours  of  my  God  in  this  re- 
moval are  too  great  to  be  mentioned ;  they  areiso 
great  and  ^s®  conspicuous,  that  my  enemies  have 
almost  filled  a  column  in  the  newspapers  with  the 
accounts,  insomuch  that  it  seems  to  be  a  revival 
of  the  old  confession,  "  They  said  among  the  hea- 
then, the  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  them,"^ 
Psal.  cxxvi.  2.     Those  that  have  watched  for 
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my  halting,  and  those  that  have  predicted  my 
fall,  my  beggary,  &c.  are,  Sanballat-like,  much 
cast  down,  and  I  think  that  some  of  them  will 
«oon  go  beside  themselves,  for  my  friends  have 
given  me  a  handsome  coach,  and  a  pair  of  able 
horses,  w^hich  are  sufficient  to  do  all  the  work  of 
my  little  farm.     I  am  not  worthy  of  the  least  of 
his  mercies,  for  I  entered  into  his  service  with 
one  shirt,  and  now  I  keep  my  carriage ;  and  this 
is  the  way  that  God  raiseth  up  beggars  from  the 
dung-hill.  They  that  abhor  my  soul  walk  on  foot, 
while  Mordecai  rides  to   the  grief  of  all  that 
hate  him ;  surely  God  honours  those  that  honour 
him,   and  knows  them  that  put  their  trust  in 
him. 

My  soul  blesses  my  good  God  for  the  defeat 
in  Ireland ;  the  Jacobins  hang  down  their  heads, 
they  are  with  child,  they  are  in  pain,  they  bring 
forth  wind,  they  work  no  deliverance  in  the  earth, 
nor  are  the  ruling  powers  fallen ;  the  foundations 
of  the  earth  are  still  in  course,  and  we  enjoy 
both  our  lives  and  our  property,  God  bless  you 
both;  a  good  journey,  and  safe  return.  So 
prays, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 
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LETTER  XL. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
Dear  Friend, 

I  AM  glad  to  hear  the  good  tidings  of  our 
Perfumer,  and  that*  he  gains  by  trading.  Incor- 
ruptible grace  will  stand  the  fire;  vessels  of 
gold  and  silver  consume  not,  though  vessels  of 
wood  and  earth  will.  He  calls  us  gold  when  we 
go  into  the  furnace,  and  indeed  if  we  were  any 
thing  less,  we  should  never  come  out.  I  long  to 
see  our  Perfumer  here,  perfumed  with  myrrh,  and 
frankincense,  and  all  the  powders  of  the  merr 
chant ;  smelling  of  myrrh,  aloes,  and  cassia,  out 
of  the  ivory  palaces;  tliese  will  make  his  heart 
glad.  However,  one  grain  of  faith,  or  beam  of 
hope,  is  worth  more  than  a  million  worlds.. 
Every  influence  or  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
every  grace  that  he  imparts,  and  every  fruit  of 
his,  is  incorruptible  seed,  that  shall  live  and  abide, 
being  in  the  sight  of  God  of  great  price :  these 
come  down  from  above,  and  teem,  aspire,  and 
spring  up  that  way,  as  to  their  own  original 
fountain  and  source.  This  treasure  is  lodged  iu 
the  souls  of  all  saints,  a  treasure  from  the  head, 
which  makes  us  so  many  parts  of  himself,  memr 
hers  of  his  body.  Oh,  infinite  depths!  pro- 
found mysteries !  My  friend  can  hear  me  very 
well  in  the  vestry,  if  he  likes  to  come.     God 

bless  you. 

THE  COAL  MERCHANT. 
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LETTER  XLI. 


TO  THE  SASf  E. 


Cricklewood.     Thur&day. 

I  HAVE  been  this  morning  begging  of 
the  best  of  all  Benefactors,  to.  remember  my 
j)oor  friends,  and  I  believe  that  it  was  the  Lord 
that  set  me  at  it,  and  it  was  tlie  same  thsrt 
Wiped  my  infirmities  when  ait  th^  work,  and  gave 
sweetness  and  delight,^^  pleasure  and  love  in  the 
lieavehly  occupation.  I  bave  begged  with  more 
"than  human  power,  and  all  power  Js  from  above, 
and  he  does  put  it  forth,  and  manifest  it  in  the 
souls  of  much  despised  reptiles.  Of  all  sensa- 
tions, enjoyments,  pleasures,  or  entertainments  ; 
of  all  delights,  amusemients,  refreshings,  or 
comforts ;  nothing  is  ever  once  to  be  named,  or 
'mentioned  in  competition  with  the  humbling, 
softening,  meiekening,  composing,  and  hecalm^ 
ing  ihflufencfes  of  the  most  holy,  harmless,  inno- 
cent, and  inofrehsive  Spirit  of  all  grace,  life, 
light,  and  love.  And  all  his  operations  lea5 
knd  direct  to  the  great  iatonement^  and  to  the 
all-preVailing,  and  ever  acceptable  mediation  of 
Jesus,  This  is  the  saiht^s  sweeit  repose,  liis  re- 
fuge and  his  rest,  his  safety  and  his  sure 
defence.  ,     ^ 
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I  am  lu  comfortable  hope  t^t  tile  Holy  Spirit 
will  mingle  his  softening  influences^  and  hi» 
quickening  operatiom  with  my  friend's  afflictions, 
and  if  he  does,  the  inward'  man  wiJl  find  supportt 
to  sustain  the  outward  man^s  decays.  Aiid  of 
this  be  assured^  that  conscious  peace  is  the  besfe 
sick  bed,  and  love  the  best  pillow ;  fi^itK  is  die 
best  bedstead,  and'  the  Lord's  righteousness  the 
best  cotvering ;  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  best  nurse^ 
and  the  Lord  J^sus  the  best  physician*  Tb©^ 
joy  of  God  is  the  best  candle,  for  this  bums  th^ 
brightest  in  the  darkest  night;  the  midnight 
ciy  will  not  extinguish  it,  nor  the  storms  of 
Sinai  blaw  it  ont  This  is  what  is  called  a  bad 
spirit,  an^  Antinomianism,  but  I  am  more  than 
sure  that  it  came  down  from  heaven,  nor  have  I  a 
doujbt  but  ta  h^ven  it  will  reasceadl  Love-  to 
yow  d@me  concludes  me. 

Your  affectionate  Friend, 

THE  DOCTOR. 

■ 

LETTER  XLI^ 

TO  ^R.,  w;.,  B, 

It  Tif^  day  r<|<^(^  yfiv^\.  bqin§  tljip;  s^ 

^  VHf .   Lap>  %mKl  w«^,tl1ip  y'mP  *  little  <;awB 
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of  the  saints  in  the  country,  where  the  aid  of 
an  old  veteran  soldier  was  much  needed ;  but 
being  poorly  in  health,  having  a  bad  cold  and 
fever,  I  became  so  hoarse  in  the  field  of  action, 
that  my  commands  and  orders  could  not  be 
heard,  and  therefore  I  was  throwed  up  upon  the 
^2ggage  waggon,  and  sent  home  to  the  tent  as 
a  dumb  man  in  whose  mouth  are  no  reproofs, 
where  I  have  remained  now  seven  days,  w^hile 
my  little  army  is  scattered  all  over  the  g^eat 
metropolis;  but  they  find  neither  present  pay 
nor  good  quarters,  and  then  they,  come  thick  and 
threefold  to  enquire  after  the  health  of  the  old 
commander,  being  more  sensible  of  his  worth 
by  a  sensibility  of  their  want  I  hope  to  be 
out  next  Lord's  day,  if  God  permit 

These  often  infirmities  crawling  so  often  upon 
me,  make  me  look  to  the  better  country,  and 
sicken  my  soul  to  this  stage  of  trouble,  on 
which  God  has  so  often  written  what  I  have 
often  read  with  grief,  namely.  That  all  is  vanity 
and  vexation  of  souL  But  God  hath  provided 
some  better  thing  for  us,  a  better  country,  and  a 
city  which  hath  foundations,  whose  builder  and 
maker  is  God ;  in  this  country  thb  inhabitants 
shall  no  more  say  I  am  sick,  the  people  that 
dwell  therein  shall  be  forgiven  their  iniquities, 
which  is  the  cause  of  all  sickness,  distress-  and 
trouble,  and  the  foundation  of  all  misery.  Dear 
friend,   farewell.     My  kind  respects  to  spouse 
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and  son,  and  accept  the  humble  acknowledge 
xpents  of. 

Your  willing  servant  in  Christ  Jesus, 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 


LETTER  XLIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Beloved  in  the  Lord,  my  Father  and  your  Father,  m^ 
God  and  your  God, 

I  AM  returned  from  one  of  the  most  pros^ 
perous  and  successful  joumies  that  I  ever  took, 
so  I  believe  and  so  I  have  room  to  hope,  by  the 
multitude  of  perishing  souls,  wounded  spirits, 
and  invalids  that  found  me  out,  followed  me, 
and  wept  over  me.  Such  a  famine  I  never  saw, 
and  especially  where  my  lady^s  men,  dead  bap- 
tists, and  arminians  reside  ;  but  my  poor  scrib- 
blings  have  wonderfully  discovered  them,  and 
out  of  three  places  fairly  routed  them,  till  they 
will  have  no  more  to  do  with  them. 

How  calamitous  is  their  case  who  have  no 
shepherd  to  overlook,  to  gather,  nor  to  feed 
them ;  but  they  shall  never  finally  deceive  the 
treasures  of  divine  love,  the  objects  of  God's 
choice,  the  purchase  of  Christ's  blood,  and  the 
trophies  of  his  victory.  He  will  take  the  prey 
from  the  mighty,  and  the  spoil  from  the  strong, 
for  these  are  the  travail  of  his  soul,  the  pillars  of 
his  truth,  the  subjects  of  his  realm,  the  retinuq 
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of*  his  t*iaj«sty,  aftd  the  rev€»ue  of  his  empwe. 
The  dear  Lord  was  'with  me  of  a  truth,  and  I 
could  almost  say  with  Job,  that,  '^  When  the 
eye*  saw  me  it  blessed  me,  and  when  the  ear 
heard  me  it  gave  Avitness  to  me ;"  but  I  must 
drop  here,  for  these  things  will  call  for  stripes  : 
"  Not  I,  but  the.  grace  of  God  that  was  with 


me. 


I  long  to  know  how  you  all  do,  and  how  the 
house  upon  the  rock  goes  oni;  where  yoii  are, 
whether  moved  or  not,  and  if  not  when  you  do 
inoye;  how  John,  Mother,  Mary,  and  Betsy 
db,  and  how  you  prosper  within  ;  whether- 'th^ 
new  house  contributes  toward  the  new  heart  Of 
not  I  have  for  some  time  had  this  text  upon 
ihy  mind,  and  have  wat<:hed  and  narrowly  pur- 
sued it;  "  Follow  after  righteousness,  chariot 
peace,  meekness,  faith,  patience,"  &c.  and  bless- 
ed for  ever  be  a  faithful  God,  I  have  jiot  sought 
nor  followed  in  vaiii.  Cheer  up  my  dearly  be- 
loved and  true  yoke-fellow,  the  crown  is  before 
us,  and  who  shall  deprive  us  of  the  conquest  for 
which  we  fight,  or  take  the  prize  for  which  we 
run  ?  Not  them  that  run  in  a  wrong  path,  nor 
that  strive  for  mastery  in  unbelief.  Pray  give 
my  lo\  e  to  all  the  family,  and  to  his  Excellency 
when  you  see  him.  The  Lord  of  all  lords  bless^ 
preserve,  and  keep  both  you  and  your's,  i^s,  and 
ever  will  be  the  prayer  of, 

W.H.  S.S. 

•  ■ ' '     ■■       I II .  ■     ,. , .   — »-■  ■ .,.  I -  . .  .  ■ 

J.  Innbs,  Printer,  Wells-^t.  Oxford-it  London. 
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Christian  R£ad£r, 

I  HOPE  shortly,  in  the  Lord's  strength,  to 
make  good  my  promise  to  thee  in  giving  forth 
from  the  press  a  sermon  of  my  late  Parent,  de- 
livered early  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve;  and  that  thou  mayest 
not  be  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  distinguish  it 
from  others,  it  will  appear  under  the  title  of 
*  Napthali,  or  Holy  Wrestling/ 

I  have  lately  been  indulged  by  Mr.  S.  Turner, 
of  Sunderland,  with  copies  of  a  few  letters 
written  by  my  father  to  him  and  others,  and 
which  appear  in  this ;  they  clearly  point  out  the 
union  that  subsisted  between  them,  that  his  con-- 
fidence  in  him  was  not  weakened,  and  loudly 
proclaim  to  the  church  of  God  one  instance,  in 
which  the  sower  of  discord  among  brethren  could 
not  prevail,  so  as  to  work  a  division. 

I  should  consider  myself  wanting,  both  in  gra- 
titude  and  respect,  to  this  Minister,  were  I  not 
to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Turner  hath  lately  favoured 
the  church  with  three  sermons  delivered  by 
him,  from  that  weighty  reproof  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  John  v.  40 ;  ^'  Ye  will  not  come  to  me 

A  ? 


that  ye  might  have  life  f  and  which  the  Author 
hath  emphatically  entitled,  '  Life  in  Christ  for 
every  Willing  Soul/ 
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LETTBRS. 


LETTER  I. 

To  S.  TURNER,  Minister  of  the  GospeU 

Helmsley* 

My  Dear  Son,  grace  and  peace  be  with  thee  through 
iMir  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Your  second  epistle  came  to  hand,  but  I 
am  a  man  of  much  business.  The  offence  of  the 
cross  always  attends  the  spiritual  man,  and  the 
work  of  the  Spirit;  and  it  is  nothing  else  but 
light  and  life  that  exasperates  satan,  and  he 
alarms  his  allies  and  auxiliaries.  Where  the 
cross  gives*  no  offence  satan  sustains  no  injury, 
because  there  is  no  translation  of  sinners  from 
the  kingdom  of  satan  into  that  of  God's  dear 
Son,  and  of  course  darkness  and  death  bear  rule, 
for  Satan's  reign  is  in  darkness  and  death.  The 
cross  of  Christ  will  support  itself,  and  defray  its 
6wn  expences;  the  devil  labours  to  make  it  our 
shame,  but  God  has  made  it  our  glory.  To  men 
of  sin  it  is  foolishness,  but  to  men  of  grace  it  is 
the  wisdom  of  God  in  a  mystery.  The  cross  is 
Satan's  destruction,  and  man's  salvation.  The 
secret  council  of  God  from  eternity  is  brought  to 


light  by  it,  and  is  seen  in  it ;  and  they  labour  ta 
shame  the  counsel  of  the  poor,  because  Christ 
crucified  is  hUr^ftgP*  .AU^QsljJiath  corrupted 
his  way,  all  the  powers  of  our  soul  being  cor- 
rupted from  .the  way  of  love^  which  was  God*s 
way  when  God  created  man;  but  enmity  con- 
ceived under  the  operatipur  of  datan,  altered  the 
wholb  course  of  nature,  and  this  corruption  or 
perversion  of  nature  makes  a  cross  within;  and 
all  that  ftdhere  to  satan's  interest,  being  the 
serpent's  seed,  make  a  cross  without*  But  the 
cross  is  lined  with  love,  and  will  never  wring  the 
ihbulder  but  only  when  self-will,  pride^  eonse- 
q^uence^  or  self-seeking  strive  to  bear  rule.  The 
old  'man  ia  often  galled,  but  the  new  man  never 
complains  of  the  cross.  ; 
*    Some  time  ago  some  persons  at  S'i-    '  ■'■  wrott 

to  me  about  this  L v  l>ut  ^^  I  so  much  dis* 

liked  him  I  would  not  aee  him.  Sood  after  this 
a  creditable  man  called  on  me^  and  wished  me 
to  see  him ;  I  assigned  my  reasons  for  not  seeing 
him;  however  I  found  that  this  man  knew 
nothing  of  him^  but  be  was  applied  to^  to  inr 
troduce  him  to  me :  I  therefore  permitted  hint 
to  come,  and  let  him  go  oa  and  talk  as  long  a» 
he  pleased,  but  there  .was  no  harmony  or  con* 
sistency  in  any  thing  he  said ;  and  I  am  fiilly 
persuaded  ihat  he  is  an  utter  stranger  both  to  hi* 
own  heart  and  to  God  aho«. 

His  asserting  that  I  havc^  sent  out  so  'maiij 


preachers  is  absolutely  false,  for  strictly  speaking 
I  neveir  sent  out  one.  Tom  Smith. bad  preached 
long  before  ever  I  knew  him,  nor  was  he  ever  a 
member  with  us.  Vessey  never  belonged  to  our 
churchy  and  had  preached  long,  before  ever  I 
knew  him.     L  that  went  to  G     »    ,  came 

from ,    and  was  at  Simpson's  Academy, 

but  never  belonged  to  us.     A had  preached 

two  years  at  Margate,  but  it  was  unbeknown  to 
me,  though  I  have  no  doubt  but  he  is  a  child  of 
God. 

Nor  did  I  send  you  out,  for  you  had  spoke  in 
public  before  I  knew  it.  I  recommended  you  ta 
Helmsley,  and  the  letter  I  sent  is  still  there ;  nor 
dp  I  repent  of  it :  and  if  any  of  the  friends  at 
Helmsley  wish  for  L  ■ ,  let  them  dismiss  you, 
I '  will  bear  your  expences  to  London,  and  en« 
gage  to  employ  you  elsewhere:  Send  me  L — ^s 
address  in  your  next,  and  you  will  oblige, 

Ever  your's, 

W.  tt  S.S, 

July  16,  ISOr. 


LETTER  II. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
Deiit  EHmd, 

»       It  ife  hard  work  now  for  me  to  write,  my 
ri^'hahd^  has  forgot*its  cunning.     The  nerves 
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catch  it  upy  or  draw  it  aside,  so  that  it  becoin6t 
disobedient  and  unmanageable.  I  have  also  got 
a  cold  and  a  slow  fever.  The  City  Chapel  being 
low,  damp  and  cold,  it  doth  not  suit  the  infirm^^ 
ities  of  old  age.  I  often  think  of  my  dismission 
from  the  field  of  action,  and  hope  for  aa  honour* 
able  discharge  and  an  eternal  pension  on  the 
footing  of  grace,  and  according  to  the  promise  in 
Christ ;  and  these  things  prompt  me  to  collect 
my  evidences  and  good  qualifications  together,  as 
is  the  usual  method  of  all  self-righteous  persons. 

1.  I  greatly  confide  in  the  lingular  piety  of  my 
forefather,  Abraham,  who  was  God's  friend,  and 
whose  blessing  is  come  upon  me  through  faith ; 
but  above  all  the  everlasting  Father,  who  went 
about  doing  good,  and  healing  all  that  were 
oppressed  of  the  devil,  for  God  was  with  him. 
My  mother  also  was  a  most  venerable  and  ho^ 
nourable  matron,  the  handmaid  of  the  Lord  in 
the  best  sense,  I  mean  the  heavenly  Jerusalem, 
who  is  the  mother  of  us  all.  So  much  for  my 
pedigree. 

2.  I  thank  my  God  also  that  I  am  not  as  other 
men,  for  I  am  the  chief  of  all  sinners.  Nor  am 
I  like  that  poor  publican^  for  I  can  lift  up  my 
eyes  to  God  with  pleasure,  which  he  dared  not 
do. 

3.  I  can  say  to  the  most  refined  pharisee,  and 
even  to  the  god  of  this  world,  "  Stand  by  thyself, 
come  not  near  to  me,  for  I  am  holier  than  thou^*^ 
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and  yet  even  this  is  not  a  smoke  in  the  Lord's 
nose,  nor  a  fire  that  burns  to  his  displeasure. 

4.  I  can  look  back  upon  a  well-spent  life  also, 
believing  in  my  conscience  that  Christ  lived  a 
life  of  unspotted  obedience  for  poor  sinful  me. 

5.  I  can  bless  God  for  an  honest  and  good 
heart,  being  persuaded  that  the  Lord  has  taken 
away  the  stony  heart,  and  given  me  an  heart  of 
flesh,  and  that  Christ  dwells  in  it  by  faith,  there* 
fore  it  must  be  good. 

6.  I  do  comfort  myself  with  my  own  righteous- 
ness, being  more  than  sure  that  I  have  received 
the  abundance  of  grace,  and  the  gift  of  righteous* 
ness ;  and  what  God  gives  me  that  I  call  my 
own,  for  not  as  the  world  giveth,  giveth  he  unto 
us. 

7.  I  have  obtained  a  good  name  in  the  world 
in  spite  of  all  mine  enemies,,  a  new  name  which 
malice  with  all  her  venom  cannot  spoil  me  of. 
God  predestinated  me  to  the  adoption  of  a  son  ; 
the  Spirit  of  God  has  cried  Abba,  Father;  and 
Christ  has  given  me  power  in  faith  to  become 
one — this  is  the  new  name  which  the  mouth  of 
the  Lord,  not  man,  shall  name.  Yea,  more, 
many  men  eminent  for  piety,  who  have  spoke 
as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  have 
called  me  a  child  of  God.  In  all  these  instances 
it  appears  to  be  a  new  name,  and  in  all  these 
ways  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  names  it,  and  no 
other. 

8.  I  am  constrained    also  to  acknowledge. 
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that  Gocf's  free  Spirit  has  made  me  a  willing  and 
loyal  subject  of  Christ  in  the  day  of  his  power, 
so  that  I  do  engage  and  abound  in  the  work 
erf  the  Lord  most  freely,  willingly,  and  cheerly, 
under  the  operation  of  a  free  Spirit,  which 
greatly  inclines  my  heart  to  this  doctrine  of 
free  will. 

9.  I  do  declare  that  no  man  shall  stop  me 
of  this  boasting  in  all  the  regions  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, viz.  that  I  am  a  member  of  the  church  of 
England ;  for  she  says.  The  church  of  God  is  a 
company  of  faithful  men,  and  that  God  hath  con- 
stantly decreed,  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world  was  laid,  to  deliver  from  curse  and  damna- 
tion those  whom  he  hath  chosen  in  Christ  out  of 
mankind,  and  to  bring  them  by  Christ  to  ever- 
lasting salvation  as  vessels  made  to  honour. 
This  God  himself  has  made  known  to  me,  for  I 
have  prayed  to  God  the  Holy  Ghost  to  have 
'  mercy  upon  me  a  miserable  sinner,  and  be  has 
heard  my  prayer,  and  given  me  a  lively  faith 
in  God's  mercy  through  Christ,  and  a  moat 
thankful  remembrance  of  his  death.  These  are 
some  few  of  the  evidences,  tokens,  and  good  qua- 
lifications that  I  am  scraping  together  against 
that  day,  to  serve  as  a  cordial,  a  prop,  and  a 
support  in  my  conflict  with  our  last  enemy. 

Ever  your's, 

W.  H.  S.  S. 

P.  S.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  my  dear  friend. 

I  am  going  to  move  to  Pentonville« 


It 


LETTER  III. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

r 

My  dear  Turner, 

Our  Chapd  will  soon  be  ready  to'open, 
Wid  Lewes  is  at  present  without  a  minisler;  I 
ni^ish  yaa  would  conie  op  to  Aown  and  sUy 
awhiiej  If  yoH  are  troubled  with  the  gout  io 
yow  pockety  yoti  are  welcome  to  ten  pounds  as 
l9O0n  as  you  tome ;  I  long  much  to  see  you. 
I  have  been  a  round  into  Sussex 'aud  Kent,  and 
em  but  just  returned  :  aod  suhely  the  good  Lord 
has  been  with  me,  and  still  blesses^  owns,  and 
give*  festififiony  to  the  word  of  his  grace  ;  while 
those  that  contend  for  Moses^  get  nearer  and 
nearer  the  Mounts  more  and  more  benighted, 
more  useless,  more  barren,  more  dry,  and  more 
dead.  But  we  know  who  is  the  true  light,  the 
resurrection  and  the  life. 

Ob  Turner  !  let  him  in  your  labours  be  all  in 
till,  for  such  the  word  of  God  reveals  him,  and 
nothing  less;  and  this  is  the  work  which  God 
will  own,  confirm,   and  seal,  and  no  other* 

God  bless  you.     Excuse  haste. 

THE  COALHEAVER. 
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LETTER  IV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 
My  dear  Friendy 

I  AH  Still  in.  the  bricks  and  mortar,  or  you 
would  have  heard  from  me  before.  More  than 
three  months  continual  bustle  has  fell  to  my 
share,  but  nothing  I  hope  will  ever  be  sufficient 
to  remove  my  heart  from  my  God,  or  my  God 
from  my  heart  But  I  am  so  beset  with  intruders 
and  builders^  that  if  I  do  not  awake  up  by  four 
In  the  morning  I  cannot. settle  my  books,  t^ke 
stock,  on  count  my  cash,  and  without  this  it  is 
in  vain  to  occupy  till  he  comes^  because  I  know 
not  whether  I  gain  or  lose  by  trading.  I  know  I 
began  with  two  talents^  and  I  am  more  than  sure 
thus  to  be  contented  with  godliness  is  great  gaio, 
because  the  Holy  Spirit,  his  grace,  influences,  and 
operations,  together  with  the  benefits  of  Christ's 
death  which  he  applies^  is  the  only  power  and 
real  substance  of  what  the  scriptures  call  god- 
liness. And  what  can  be  greater  gain  than  a 
divine  person,  who  is  the  breath  of  our.  nostrils, 
our  animator,  and  eternal  comforter  ?  We  are 
the  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  he  is  the 
beauty  of  holiness,  and  is  that  holiness  that  be- 
comes this  house  for  ever.  Upon  him  my  soul 
waits    for  instruction,    for    light,  for  help,    for 
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proper  frames  of  mind,  for  proper  wbrds  in 
the  work,  and  for  power  to  clothe  them  and 
Biake  all  effectual.  In  spirit  and  in  truth  must 
mil  true  worshippers  worship,  for  the  Father 
seeketh  such,  and  no  other,  to  worship  and  to 
adore  him.  This  is  our  inward  glory,  and  our 
furniture  for  every  good  work.  I  am  glad  that 
you  find  yourself  at  home  among  my  dear  friends, 
tod  that  you  are  enlarged  among  thenu  Tender 
my  love  to  any  that  may  enquire  after  the  Coal* 
l^eaver.  Our  new  chapel  is  not  only  full  but  runs 
oven 

Yottff*s  most  affectionately, 


LETTER  V. 

TO  F.  A. 

Helmslcj. 

My  Dear  Friend  in  Christ  Jesus,  Grace,  mercy,  and 
peace  be  with  thee,  through  the  mediation  of  the 
Son  of  the  Father  in  truth  and  love. 

I  Alc  now  in  my  little  Cabin,  on  board  the 
Providence,  bound  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  the  fair  havens.  In  this  little  delightful  cell 
I  have  had  many  sweet  and  bitter  hours,  sweet 
indulgences  and  cutting  desertions.  But  so  it 
must  be,  the  paschal  lamb  was  eaten  with  bittdr 
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herbs;  John's  littlie  book  was  sw^etqind  bitter, 
mad  so  was  Ezekiel's  rpU;  and  all  tbe  garments 
of  the  Son.  of  God  smell  of  myrrh  ai)d,  aloes^; 
.and  iritb  myrrb  and  aloes  was  the  Son  ofiOod 
enibalm^d  at  bi^  buriaL  Tbe  he^trtkap^^s  its 
own  bitterness,  and  the  stronger  int^^rmeddletb 
not  with  it$  Joy ;  the  Jatitec  is  a  d&y  of;  prost)eril^ 
in  whieb  ivQ  are  bid  to  bej^yfuli  it^be  former  a 
.day  of  advent ty«  in  wMcb  ^e  are  j to.  consider; 
God  hath  pet  ihe  one  Qver .  iagp^iost  tb<B,otbei<^ : 

It  is  Tyell  kQown  itbiBit  aotbing  10  ^so  )sal»bi:iou>, 

nothing  so  strengthening  to  the  stomach/  notfak^ 

promotes  appetite  like'  ^wbolewaie  i>ltt§^  or  bit- 

.ter.herb4..     The  believer  goes  in  and  out  in. the 

exercise  of  faith,  and  finds  pasture.     How  sweet 

is  the  cup  of  salvation  itod  .the  CMp  of  consolation 

after  a  taste  of  the  bitter  cup,  in  which  is  sin  and 

fear^  guilt,  shame,  wrath  and,  death.      But  this 

bitter  cup,  with  all  its  dfegs,  fell  to  the  share  of 

the  surety  of  the  better  toatfiment ;  our  sipping  of 

it  gives  us  a  fellowship  with  him  in  his  sufferings; 

it  is  planting  us  together  in  t^^  li)cenfeS|S  qf  his 

death ;  it  i&  a  crucifying  us  together  with  hi». ,  It 

serves  to  furnish  us  with  sympathy  j  we  look' at 

Jiim  wfaofai  we  have  pierced  and  mour%  w&ile  a 

seos6  of  his  dying  love,  mixied  with'  a  sbiise/df 

bis  suffbritigs,  this,  this  melts  us  .flowil  in*  love 

together,  and  joins  us  to  him,  andmialQis  us  onie 

with  him !  whilieithe  soul-^transforming  power  hnd 

influence  impress   the  image  of  the  jseavenly 
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Adam  on  the  soul !  '^  Changed,*'  saith  Paul, 
'^  into  the  same  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  as 
by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord ;* .and. the  more  we  look 
to  him,  the  more  this  transforming  work  goes 
on.  Enlivening  rays,  refreshing  dews  descend  ; 
while  humble  acknowledgements,  and  grateful 
.praises  ascend.  . 

The   fountain  of  life   furnishes  the  river  of 
^pleasure,  and  the  streams  water  the  little  hills  .of 
Zioq,  anid  :make  glad  the  city  of  God.     ^M :  will 
water  them  every  momen^^saitb  God,  ^'.and  make 
their  spuls  as  a  watered  garden,"  Isai.  Iviii.  II. 
And  when  the  countenance  of  the  sun  of  irighte* 
ousness  is  lifted  up  upon  us,  it  exhales. all  die 
moisture,   and  draws  it  back  again  in  a^ts  of 
spiritual  devotion.     God  is  the  fountain  of  living 
.waters  above,  and  grace  is  a  springing  well  below*; 
and  as  th^  fountain  feeds  the  spring^.s^ibe spring 
rises  up  and  sends  back  to  God  its  dverfiowingg. 
The  heart  of  the  wise  is  a  well<*spnng  ;oF  lifd, 
and  the   word»  of  wisdom    a  fiowing;  brook. 
^* Spring  up,  O  well,  sing  ye  unto  it".  ;  t 

Farewell.     Grace  and  peace  be  with  thee  and 
all  friends,  so  prays 

The  Sinner  Sav^d, 


u 
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LETTER  Vi. 

•  *  '  * 

;  .  TO  THE  SAME. 

D^»x  Fritnd>  . 

I  RECEIVED  yours  by  the  hand  of  Mn  C 

'iftnd  am  glad  yoii  are  ^elL  ^  I  am  still  in  the  land 

lof  the  liSring,  though  t^e  devil  is  s^nrely  vextd  at 

Iit,/fdr'God  still  gives  fedtilnoDy  to  the  word  of 

Us.gi^ace.      Hii  word  ronsamd  is  glorifiidd>  and 

Mtan.nvfill  not  part  with  his  captives  easily,  and  it 

4s  a  sort  grjef  to  him  that  aoy  one  is  raised  Up  to 

ostek'the  ivel£»refof  the  <;hildnen  of  Israel.     He 

laks  pursued  me  ivith  junreinitted  vioteflde  for 

^hirtywthree  i  years,    sotrtetkiies  fey   aJl    tW   fi^ry 

;daits  IH6  >cap  tnustcr,;  and  the  toost  food  teuipta- 

,tibD§;  a:iid-.sQmi9tiaie8  by  warldlings^  itnpoiistors, 

apostates^   herutic^  aoid  by pocriies  $   l)ot    God 

Jblalstb  all  their  )3itansi  mars  Ihdr  cburi^eU,  frus- 

li^teatbe  toktes  of  )iiirs>  'cavrieil  ttie  ccHiiise^  Hi 

the  froward  ^headlong,  and  vc^^  divi'niers  linad. 

SwS'jQr  .iftv*  .af  .aiy  ;^r^t  en€Wiies.!have.tee» 

lately  cut  off  as  the  foam  upon  tbewatera;.  but 

having  obt£(iaej^2^Pi4£niir^^>  ^^^  Coalheaver 
contiiHiesi^to  this  day.  Many  weapons  have  been 
formed,  against  me,  but  they  do  not  prosper: 
God  has  known  my  soul  in  adversity,  and  he  has 
delivered  me,  and  justified  me,  and  accepted 
me  in  his  dear  Son,  and. revealed  his  Son  in  me; 
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sndljaisfimirkisldina  foi*'  e^er,  ciiidotknds  ikstf 
and  will; jD^^ermor&b^  ^sifted' api  titmra^sed  byet^ 
nor  will  it,  nor  need  itiibkrepeated  again.  Whom 
God  j^sti^^^etn  he  also  glorifies ;  once  washed, 
for  ever  clean :  **  He  that  is  washed,  needeth  not 
save  to  wash  his  Feet,  but  is  clean  every  whit," 
John  xiiL  10;  aiid  ^n  theweddir^  robe  for  ever 
just  pardon  makes  us  nigh,  and  the  best  robe 
makes  us  one  with  hiiti.'  ^  '  ' 

Sometimes  I  feel  myself  getting  dry  Sttd  tln- 
savQury,  h&v^ng  ploiigb^d  and  fioV^/edf  bliiYowed 
and  rolled,  ^iir^ed  and  limed  s^i  long  upoii  but 
pa^t/of  tUe  Lord's  husbandry j  this  mak09  me  frM 
aiid  fesir,  pray,  tv'a,tcb  .«^d  w0it>:  for  ,  my  $ottl 
dreads  witli^ning  inOo  %  ip^relbrai ;  and  ii^ben  daie 
new:  icnise,  the  oil,  thjs  s^t^  and  the  springing 
wHl  vk^.  ^  afresh  and  floff;Out|  t^09  at  it  I  g9 
a^in  a3  Jong  as  fountiaini  or  spripg-weU^  Or^^odl} 
river  or  slfeaiGi,  deve  .or^^tin  it|^t{,nftdd  l||i%0 
Ugain  I  i^f38}  to  >6  dci^  u^  i(ke  'ft  poitsberd,  im9 
mbislUre  either  \u  tlpe  jg^ece  or  in  tl^  ;ilooi:,  Tth^ 

• 

I  preiy  and  a  terribjip  rffinswer  in  ri^irteausti^M 
comqls^  a^nd  ifito  the.ifufrn^e  I  g0| :  cavlHiic^ 
kicking,  ikiOfrmuring  and  fretting  till  I  gettotlii^ 
bottom ;  when,  the  aiv^r  of  hope  forlbidB  an^ 
further  desjceol^i  th^n  up.  I  come  meek  ami  s^fti 
wtepiog  «nd  r^oicing,  blessing  and  praisip^ 
jQiQsiHg  atid  hii^ng  tUl  I  baye  killed  all  my  qim^ 
fom,  ot  ^bugged  them  to  deaU),^  and  tb^4  )ikf  - 

b2 
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Samson  shorn  of  his  locks,  I  fret  and  repine* 
My  lovti  to  all  that  favor  the  Son  of  God* 

Ever  yours, 

W.  H.  S.  S, 


LErrER  VII. 

TO  T.  O* 


Helm^Iey. 
Detrlbromy, 

**Thi:  winter  is  past,  the  rain  is  over 
and  gone,  the  flowers  appear  on  the  earth,  the 
time  of  the  singing  of  birds  is  come,  and  the  voice 
of  the  turtle  is  heard  ii\  our  land ;"  and  this  is 
the  time  that  cripples,  invalids,  and  old  age  with 
her  crutches  creep  out  of  their  boles ;  and  it  is 
the  poor,  the  halt,  the  lame,  the  maimed  aiid  the 
blind,  that  are  invited  to  grace  the  marriage  feast 
of  the  Lamb  of  God  ^  yea,  these  mystic  niern^ 
bers  compose  the  bride,  the  king^s  daughter,  and 
the  Lamb's  wife :  *^  He  that  hath  the  bride  is  the 
bridegroom.'*  Peace  in  the  conscience  is  the 
touFs  bridal  shoes,  faith  is  the  bride's  hand,  the 
actings  of  faith  or  the  exercises  of  it  are  the 
bride's  fingefs,  and  when  faith  dein:  act  on  the 
love  of  God  so  ias  to  bring  it  in,  love  is  the  souFs 
bridal  ring.  Imputed  righteousness  put  on  by 
faith  is  the  soul's  wedcfing  garniefnt, '  the  Spirii 
itnd  his  grace  are  the  church's  inward    glory, 
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and  love  to  the  truth  is  the  chain  of  her  neck ;  a 
sense  of  pardoning  love  is  her  lamp  of  sali- 
vation, and  joy  is  the  oil  in  her  vessel :  ''The 
light  of  the  righteous  rejoiceth,  when  the  lamp 
of  the  wicked  is  put  out.'' 

The  incarnation  of  Christ  is  his  espousing  our 
nature,  and  regeneration  is  our  open  espousals 
to  him ;  he  is  by  the  former  flesh  of  our  flesh, 
and  by  the  latter  we  are  joined  to  the  Lord 
and  are  one  spirit  with  him.  And,  ''He  that 
loveth  is  born  of  God;"  and  to  desire  him, 
(Christ)  above  all,  is  love  in  the  smoking  flax» 
for,  '  ^  The  desire  of  a  man  is  his  kindness ;"  but, 
love  in  the  joy  of  it  is  love  not  in  the  smoke,  but 
in  the  heat  and  in  the  flame.  Pray  how  does 
Mrs.  O.  do?  Tell  her  that  the  troubler  of 
Israel,  the  Coalheaver,  the  Doctor,  sends  his 
kind  love  to  her,  wishing  her  all  peace,  health, 
wealth,  and  prosperity,  long  life  and  liberty,  and 
the  enjoyment  of  that  sun  which  never  goes 
down.  All  hail !  and  good  success  to  us  farmers. 
God  speed  the  plough,  and  bless  the  seed  sown, 
and  increase  the  fruits  of  righteousness  by 
settling  the  furrows,  watering  the  ridges,  blessing 
the  springing,  and  crowning  the  harvest. 

Amen  and  amen  says, 

W.  H. 
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LETTER  VIII. 

*  •  •  * 

T0I.L. 

Winchester  Row, 
DearFriendy 

ybv  have  forgot  your  promise  of  writing 
to  me,  but  I  suppose  satan  tells  you  silence  best 
becomes  the  miserable.     However  I  woqld  not 
be  of  the  devil's   privy  council,   nor  keep  ttie. 
secrete  of  his.  infernal   cabinet;    depenc)  on  it 
he  nevqr  will  prophesy  any  good  of  you,  therefore 
listen  to  none  of  his  temptation^,  for  he  knows, 
pothing  of  God*s  purpose  concerning  your  final 
state.     He  is  the  enemy  both  of  God  and  man^ 
a  murderer,  and  aims  at  nothing  but  the  increase 
of  his  Qwn  broken  kingdom,  and  can  never  bq 
divided   against    himself.      Remember,     Christ, 
and  him  alone,  hath  made  satisfaction  to  injured 
Justice  by  putting  away  sin  by  the  S9.crifice  of 
himself,    and  hath  made  peace  by  the  blood  of 
his  crpss  for  us ;    there  is  no  other  satisfaction 
to  be  made,  thi^t  work  is  finished :  and  by  his 
spotless  obedience  to  the  law  he  hath  fulfilled 
all  righteousness  in  our  name,  Son  of  man,  in  our 
natuKe,  "  He  was  made  flesh ;"  thus  a  righteous- 
ness wrought  out   for  us,    and    by  the  gospel 
brought  nigh  to  us.     The  gospel  knows  of  no 
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Other  righteousness  th^Vk  tbl^  %kW\&  WJ  Qti^c 
ever  to  be  wrought  out  for  Qur  ja^ific^tiQa  ^for^^ 

Jf  tj^ou  jy-t  paticW(i?g  ^his,  ^^ofifis!^  roborwUb' 
tlpj  qld  cl9*h,  thqy  ifiU   pe^^eaf  agcee,   Ifee  renJc 
^ill  o^ly  be  nv>46.^^90»  fiiud  sq  yo^  wUl  fecil  i^  ? 
The  law  ^self  fqrbi^s  ^  gs^rn^ei^t  of  Unen  e^nci* 
woollen  together.     Y^u  seem  to  m^to  be  a  firi^ad 
to  the  clevil,  for  insteail  of  r^sisti^g  you  ratb^r^ 
lavite   him;  i^nd  iQ<st§ad   of  fighting  you   st^^r^- 
aside,  cast  away  your  bow,  give  up  aU  QQnfideojCQ^ 
r^fqse  gU  comfort,  and  in  effect  say,  takjs  pie 
devil.     I  know  a  choice  man  of  Gpd,  who  in: 
bi3  distress,  of  soul,  desired  God  to  damn  biiii 
tbat  be  might  know,  the  worst  of  his  state;  wha( 
is  this   but  praying  against  God^s  decree^   and 
c^iring  to  meet  the  devil  half  way?     I  know  ^ 
woman  who,  in  an  hour  of  temptation  had  listened 
to  satan  till  she  was  quite  sick  of  it,  cried  o^t 
and  said,  I  will  never  believe  I  shall  be  damned 
till  I  anii  in  hell;  she  fought  more  like  a  mat^. 
than  a    woman,    but    you    fight    morq    like  ^ 
child   than  a  mia.n.      The  I^qrd  kQ^w  that  we. 
all  were  transgressprs  fron^  the  womb^  aq4  are 
bent  to  backslide  ;  but  he  has  prt^o^ised  to  heal: 
our  backslidings  and  love  us  freely. 

The  Lord  has  set  his  long  forbearing  mercy 
against  our  propensity  to  offend,  his  slowness  to 
anger  against  our  hourly  follies,  bis  riches  against 
our   deep  povei^ty,   and    his    abounding    grace 


against  out*  abounding'  iAiqmty ;  therefore  be  of 
good  comfort,  arise,  he  will  yet  call  thee,  only 
believe  and  thou  shalt  be  made  whole.  You 
will  not  find  Christ  to  cafst  you  off  easy-  he  knows 
our  weaknesses,  ttad  has  been  tempted  in  all 
points  like  unto  tis,  yet  without  sin,  and  is  able 
to  succour  them  who  are  tempted;  therefore, 
**  Cast  not  away  your  confidence,  which  hath 
a  recompense  of  reward.**  "  Be  of  good  cheer, 
arise,  he  call^th  thee.'*  **  Only  believe,  and  thou 
shalt  be  made  whole.** 

Tell  your  sister  I  have  enquired  after  her 
place  of  servitude,  and  am  informed  it  is  a  very 
good  one,  which  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  of.  Tell 
her  to  beg  of  Christ  to  take  possession  of  her 
heart,  he  will  have  no  less ;  that  he  desires  for  his 
habitation ;  and  when  he  takes  possession  of 
that  he  will  keep  all  others  out.  He  yields  up 
the  contrite  heart  to  none;  here  he  sways  his 
sceptre,  and  grace  reigns  over  sin  ;  here  he  writes 
bis  laws,  and  erects  his  kingdom  for  ever ;  here 
be  gives  bis  keys  and  sets  his  seal ;  all  his  springs 
are  here.  Blessed  is  that  heart  that  is  governed 
by  i^uch  a  sovereign,  and  for  ever  blessed  be  that 
King  who  deigns  to  dwell  in  such  a  palace.  Fare 
thee  well,  all  grace  be  with  thee,  while  I  remain, 

Thine  in  the  Lord, 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON. 

This  has  been  begun  almost  three  weeks  ago, 
but  time  failed. 
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LETTER  IX. 


*  I  THANK  my  kind   friend  for  all  bis  good . 
tidings,  they  comfort  my  heart.    But        ■■  is  at  my 
former  work,  envying  the  visions  of  some,  and, 
the  penny  of  others.     This  part  of  your  l^te^i 
furnished  me  with  a  text  for  last  Monday  nighty, 
take  the  substance  of  it.     It  is  the  Lord's  promise 
that  be    will  manifest  himself  to  his  children, 
John  xiv.  SI.     This  manifestation  is  sometimes, 
corporeal,  as  among  the  Jews  befoie  his  deatt^ 
ajid  to  his  disciples  after  bis  resurrection ;  tbey 
saw  him  and  handled  him. 

There  is  a  spiritual  manifestation  tn  open 
vision  to  the  enlightened  understandmg :  this 
John  saw,  the  Lamb  slain  on  the  throne,  and  in 
the  robe  of  bis  glorified  humanity  among  the 
candlesticks.  Isaiah  saw  him  in  dyed  gar* 
ments,  and  in  the  sixth  chapter  on  his  throne 
^f  glory ;  Daniel  also,  and  Ezekiel  too  as  priest, 
lA  the  ninth  chapter,  and  as  king  in  the  first 
chapter,  and  in  the  eleventh.  But  although  such 
a  sight  is  most  desirable,  yet  this,  abstractedly 
considered,  is  not  salvation;  the  kingdom  of 
God  stands  in  power,  tior  does  faith  stand  ia 
sights,  but  in  the  power   of   Godt     Balaam's 
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vision  was  most  illustrious,  but  not  attended 
with  the  power  of  grace ;  nor  do  I  believe  that 
the  elders  of  Israel  fared  any  better,  they  saw 
him,  but  felt  no>  his  p^wer,  fQr,  ^'  Upon  the 
nobles  he  laid  not  his  hand/'  £xod.  xxiv.  8 — IS. 
Blessed  are  they  that  have  not  thus  seen,  and 
yet  have  believed.  I  saw  him,  bu^  sight  of  itself 
is  not  sufficient,  my  salvation  was  felt;  pardon, 
love,  joy  and  peace  flowed  in — ^guilt,  fear, 
bondage,  condemnation  and  wrath  vanished ; 
when  faith,  hope,  and  rest  flowed  in,  and  evan- 
gelical repentance  flowed  out 
'  He  promises  to  manifest  himself  to  us,  but 
we  must  not  limit  his  promise.  A  thing  may  be 
lOanifested  by  sight,  to  the  ear  also,  and  to  the 
feeling ;  weigh  and  compare  the  following  texts  : 
God  makes  manifest  the  savour  of  his  knowledge, 
2  Cor.  il.  14.  It  is  life  eternal  to  know  God 
in  his  dear  Son.  The  mystery  of  Christ  is 
manifested  by  the  power  of  his  word,  Col.  iv.  3. 4. 
Any  one  benefit  of  Christ's  death  to  the  conscience, 
is  to  us  a  proof  of  God  manifest  in  the  flesh, 
I  Tim.  iii.  16.  There  is  a  manifestation  of  the 
truth,  2  Cor.'iv.  2;  and  truth  is  to  make  us 
fl^ee."  There  is  a  manifestation  of  God  the 
Father's  name,  John  xvii.  6;  and  what  that  name 
is,' see  Exodus  xxxiv.  5 — 7  ;  and  there  is  a  mani- 
ffestation  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  for  our  profit, 
i  Cor.  xii.'7.  These,  and  all  these  are  Christ; 
he  came*  that  we  nhight  have  life,  by  faith,    by 
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^P^%  t?S  ^Pvo,  by  Xhjd  S|Hp-itr  ^n4  by  (be  vfltH4 
<^f  trntb  tie.  dwalte  in,  us.  A^  SPCjb  3.oirfB  ^f% 
ma*^fip^t|vi^  the  ^pipUqs  pf  Cb(4»t,,  h^vwjg  £^M^ 

▼bicU^  i%  wh^t  i^ipe^jit  bj  ^he  ftBsblj[.t»blBft  9$ 
tbq  heart;;       •     ,    . 

I^t  this  sufl^c^,  s^i:  b€i  surei  <rf  tb^%  tbntiH* 
greatest  blessing'  uoi^^r  hc^v^n  i^^  ^vinq  {ifi^i 
this  Christ  came  tQ  givc;^  and  1q(  th]3  be  oi}f 
comfort  in  Qi^r  afl^ictiop^  bi^  word  h^s  qui/^keiied 
us.  I  b^g  my  duty  t^  $.  ?is  fcipd  k}v^  li^  Mr,  4: 
also  to  oiir  fri^n4  ^^  whq  l^bonr^  iRtitb  u^  i^  tbft 
vKpr^  a»d  d99.trine. 


LETTER  X- 

B«ar  Friend, 

Three  of  yours  lay  by  ncie  unans.w^i;qd#,  bu( 
having  this  cold  weather  but  little  yse  pf  a^  pe^u 
and  never  having  been  a  master  of  it,  it  be(;(UQe^ 
pow  no  small  difficulty.  But  m^n  \t\  bia  Qr^t 
birth  is  born  to  trouble,  and  if  regQnerate4  h? 
is  a  brqther  born  for  adversity;  his  flesh  upon 
him  shall  have  pain,  and  his  soul  within  him 
shall  mourn.  But  every  thing  that  drives  us  to 
God  and  deadens  us  to  the  world,  is  for  the; 
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sKHirsgood;  troubles  keep  the  faith  in  exercisep 
tad  the  soul  in  motion ;  prayer  is  at  work^  and 
this  empties  the  vessel  of  its  unhallowed  burthen, 
till  the  devil  comes  with  a  fresh  cargo.  How 
nearly  allied  are  the  devil  and  man's  carnal 
mind;  aqd  if  a  man  knows  and  adores  bis 
Saviour,  who  is  the  saint*s  rock  and  the  sinner's 
Mumbling  block,  what  thousands  of  engines  will 
Satan  employ  to  make  the  cross  heavy. 

J  am  surrounded  with  the  most  bitter  enemies 
in  the  ministry,  and  in  profession,  besides  the 
treachery  and  deceitfulness  of  pretended  friends, 
who  quench  the  spirit  of  love,  and  wriggle  them- 
selves out  of  all  concern  and  prayer  for  them 
that  are  near  to  me ;  and  yet  in  the  midst  of  all 
this  I  have  uncommon  success,  beyond  all  that  I 
have  ever  seen ;  this  is  some  comfort^  though 
they  are  increased  thai  trouble  me :  yet  they  do 
not  pass  altogether  unnoticed  of  God  who  fill 
their  sermons  with  invectives  against  me.  And 
this  I  have  long  observed,  that  those  who  set 
themselves  against  ruling  powers,  are  in  the 
general  enemies  to  the  godhead  of  him  by  whom 
they  rule.  But  there  is  an  end  of  all  this,  and 
the  expectation  of  hope  shall  not  be  cut  off,  and 

I  must  lay  at  anchor.      Farewell. 

W.H. 
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Ij£Tjl£iR  XI. 

Gov  still  blesses  the  antinomian^  and  many 
rage,  storm,  and  curse  the  more.  Oppiiesjioh 
exercised  upon  the  household  of  faith,  fills  the 
measure  apace,  and  ivhen  that  is  full  go  they 
must;  but  all  these  secret  things  ivill  be  made 
known  and  come  abroad,  and  our  eyes  will  see 
their  works  and  their  rewards.  Both  God  and 
conscience,  wise  virgins  and  foolish,  chnrchmen 
and  diskenters,  articles  and  homilies;  the  ex* 
aminations  of  the*  clergy,  and  the  subscriptions 
of  dissenting  teachers;  yea,  law  and  gospel,  all^ 
all  with  one  voice  approve^  and*  acquit,  justify 
and  admire,  sanctify  and  glorify  the  meii  hi 
whom  is  found  that  faith  that  worketh  by  love. 
These  are  the  good  things  found  toward  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel; 

*      God  bless  you, 


LETtER  XII. 

TO  MISS  D. 

»      •  J  .       .'        -  .  * 

Dear  Friend,  Fellow -sinner  and  Fellbw-sufFerer,  Grace 
and  t)eace  Ue  multiplied  through  our  Lord  and  Sa* 
Tiuur.  Christ  Jesus. 

Cricklewood  House,  Edgware  Roadt 

Repoht  tells  me,  that  thou  art  fallen  into 
the  handy  and  under  the  rod  of  God ;  that  as  the 
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searcher  of  all  hearts,  and  the  trier  of  reins,  he 
is  now  displaying  his  omniscience  in  thee,  in 

making  you   kn^#  yMr  <plist  4ife,    your    vain 

« 

thoughts,  and  the  plague  .of  your  jnwh.  .heart,  in 
^ts^nttit^  in  its  impeiiitency,  ia  its  unbelief,  and 
lo  its  rebeUioB ;  its,  guilt,  its  fiUb^r  i{s  d^x^eitfulness, 
its  ifraiUy,  it9  fc^ar,  and  its  shaine;^iHiGpd, grant 
Ibat  this  report  may  be  true. .  Aqddf.truev  all  the 
characters  of  GodTs  darling  and  e^raal  Son,  all 
his  anomtipgsyand  appointments;  are  oalci^lated, 
suited)  ordained^  and  inteQde(|  for  such  miserable 
sionerSy*  in  these  their  perilous  c^es;  ,^^  I  a^not 
sent,  but  unto  ihe  lost  sheep  qf  the. house  of 
Isr^aeK  Aqd  otheri  sheep  I  have  which  are  Dot  of 
t^ls  fold,  them  ^Isq  I.  must,  hrin^'* .  Tl^e  S^ilj  is 
Hpop  nie,  becauee  he  bath  sent,  me  to  pfieach  gpod 
tidings  to  ihemeek,  to  bind  up  the  broJ{^(f n  heartf^:^ 
to  open  the  prison  to  (heai  tjiat  ^re  botyid,  andto 
set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised,  Luka.^v^  .18( 
to  comfort  all  that  mourn  •  in  Zion,  to  feed  the 
hun^ry^  and  to  bieal  the  sick ;  ^'  The  whole  need 
not  the  physician :"  and  wo  to  them  that  are  full, 
who  justify  themselves  tictore  men.    - 

This,  my  dear  girl,  is  bis  work,  allotted  and 
lined  out ;  to  this  was  his  appointment  confined, 
and  to  accomplish  this  was  he  anointed  and 
sent;  €Uxd  in  this  work  he  is  the  same  yesterday, 
to-day,  and  for  ever.  Heuce  his  t)Wn  declaration, 
"  Behold,**  take  notice  of  that,  *'  my  reward  is 
with  me,  and  my  work  before  me.^    tie  cleanses 
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iHi  fi^brsio^  quickenis  the  detd,  and  jiisftifies  tte 
ungodly;  lie.enligblem  the  bovA,  works  faith  in 
the  ukim),  and  hy  the  diseav^ries  of  his.  dying  Ibve 
be  b^ads  :u^p  4:he  l^roketi  heUrttd,  a«ids(9ts.at  Utierty 
those  that  are  bruised,  and  is  the  eoinfort  of  tii^iii 

that  %m)!U);n  in  Ziofi* . 

•  « 

,  Tb0re  is  i|ot  otie  word  in  all  thb^^^rlasdnggois^ 
pel  againi^t  a.  feeodibl^  Idst  and  undone  siimeri 
who  feeliS  his  Deed  of .  Jesu%  aKid  aeeks  bim  with 
all  hisib^arty  no,  aot  iwe  wi^rd.  Chiist  himself 
ii^viftes  tb^  wi^aryv  the  thlristyy  the .  fa6avy-laden» 
and  all  that  ar^  willing^  %<>  come  to  him^  and  to 
take  the  wa^er  of  life  freely ;  and  dedares,  that 
whosoever.  Cometh  he  will  m  «us>  wise  cast  out; 
and  ,h}d  go$p0l  is  not;  yea  and  nay,  but  yea  and 
^9)6n«  Be  oi  good  Cb0er,  be  is  the  resunr ectton 
ind  the  life,  and  whosoever  believeth  on  him  ^hall 
oever  difi.     Girace  and  ipwce  be  with  fcheie« 

'  Wh.  HUNTlN^TONw 
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II     i      II  I    Jii'lifcil'iiitll 


LETTER  Xni. 


»  -  »  -  - 

J  HfXYE  just  corrected  my  last  sfae^t  of  the 
p0fi9y;  [Jar  dory,  and  it  wiUhbtrat  (hi;  Suaday  i»kl^ 
if  nothing  pri Veai.  I  bttve  still  to  be  thankfiil 
that  I  do  not  labour  ici  v»in»  Ldst  Sunday  osm0 
iMo  the  Vestry  o«e  c rying oik t  under  the  anointing ; 
t$if  toxt  WAS,  ^^  fiecftuai  6f  the  i^avour  oftfay  g^od 
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mntmenta,  tby  name  is  as  ointiiient  poured  forft^ 
Aberefiore  do  the  virgins  love  thee,''  Song  i.  S. 
'  Poor  Mr.  B.  whol  have  long  thought  was  almost 
buried  in  the  world,  has  been  long  and  sorely 
afflicted,  and  was  suUen,  dry,  barren,  and  stub** 
born  under  the  rod,  and  I  began  to  stand  in  doubt 
<if  bim;  but  God  has  lately  mingled  the  meekness, 
contrition.  Humility,  and  compunction  of  his  Spirit 
with  his  heavy  afflictions,  and  it  is  wonderful  to 
'see  the  sweetness,  dew,  and  warmth  which  these 
influences  have  produced  in  him.  And  indeed  all 
trouble  is  hardening,  all  grief  terminates  in  self- 
pity,  all  sorrow  is  and  must  be  worldly,  or  des^ 
perate  sorxow,  and  all  trials  oiily  stir  up  enmity, 
rage,  and  rebellion,  unless  the  Holy. Spirit  ope* 
fates  upon  our  confused  chaos.  One  breath  of 
life  on  the  dry  bonei^  one  motion  of  the  Spirit 
upon  our  darkness,  one  bumbling  influence  upon 
our  worst  frames  gives  the  blessed'consecration, 
and  turns  all  our  troubles  into  a  divine  channel ; 
making  sorrow,  godly  sorrow;  grief,  pious  grief; 
trouble^  sanctified  afflictions.  Tribulation  be- 
comes a  purging  draught;  the  work  of  the  furnaci^ 
becomes  in  its  effects  more  precious  than  gold ; 
our  stubbornness  makes  us  relent,  our  rebellion 
debases  us,  and  our  heart-risings  at  God  termi- 
nate in  cringing  to  him  in  love,  and  in  repentance 
towards  him  in  dust  and  ashes. 

He  turns  the  stony  heart  into  a  springing  well, 
and  the  shadow  of  death  into  the  morning;  aq^ 
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I  have  often  wondered  where  we  should  go,  into 
what  unfathomable  dept})s  of  woe  we  should  plunge 
when  hurried  oh  by  jealous  rage;  enmity,  hard** 
ness,^  rebellion,  the  de>^irs  dartfi^  and  unbelief,  if 
the  heavenly  Dove  did  not  commanc}  a  calm,  re* 
buke  our  rage,  and  hover  over  the  sin7disoTdered 
souU  I  am  more  than  sure  that  not  one  true  idea 
or  conception  of  God,  not  one  thought  worthy  of 
him,  no  veneration  for  his  name,  no  trust  in  hito, 
nor  gratitude  to  him,  biit  what  springs  from  tl^e 
prolific  operations  of  this  our  benevolent  Monitor, 
Admonisher,  and  Intelligencer.  Thes^e  things  I 
have  long  watched  and  observed  with  much  atten- 
tion, and  I  believe  that  my  own  observations,  on 
these  things,  have  in  the  general  agreed  with*  the 
experiepce  of  others,  who  have  been  at  ail  ac- 
quainted  with  the  internal  war  of  these  jarriog 
principles ;  the  different  claims,  cries,  and  cra- 
vings, so  contrary  the  one  to  the  other^  that  the 
wisest  and  best  of  guides  liave.  been  brought  tQ 
halt,  not  knowing  which  Lo  to  follow,  or  wbi^ch 
course  to  steer.  But  this  I  have  always  observed, 
that  the  worst  party  is  always  the  most  clamorous, 
the  most  sonorous,  the  most  violent,  and  strives 
the  hardest  for  mastery ;.tbe^atber  is  still,  calm, 
composed,  and  quiet,  having  nothing  to  fear  from 
bantinv  bustle,  and  noise. 

W-H.  S/S. 


34 


I 


LETTER  XIV. 

At  present  I  aitl  but  poorly  with  a  co^rf,  bttt 
T  km  mote  and  more  sensible  of  the  predousness 
ct  Christ,  and  of  the  infinite  worth  of  a  good  hope, 
bdth  of  which  increase  daily  in  price  as  old  age 
Comes  Ob,  and  the  mark  of  the  pri^e  approaches 
tsesLrer.  t  should  be  of  all  men  most  miserable 
W^rie  it  not  for  a  precious  SaviOtif,  precious  faith 
in  him,  and  matiy  precious  premises  to  encourage 
and  su(^rt  it  *  I  feel  an  increasing  debility; 
but  it  is  Sanctified,  and  my  sotjl  cleaves  the  closer 
to' the  darling  of  all  kst  sinners:  fix  your  eyes^ 
and  your  heart  Upon  this  holy  one,  this  just  one, 
for  all  besides  will  delude,  disappoint,  and  ulti- 
mately-deceive ;  but  the  endiiriiig  substance  must 
iemain,  ^nd  Will  be  all-sufficient,  when  this  world 
JE^nd  ail  that  is  in  k,  yea,  heart  and  flesh  all  fait 
together.  tJhrisf  is  and  will  be  the  pfiz^,  whea 
idl^  besides  is  a  blank. 

'        Your's  most  aftectionately, 

W.H.S.S. 

♦      /,         .   ,  • '  ,  - . 

LETTER  XV. 

I  WAS  very  sorry  to  bear  of  — —  being  in 
the  furnace,  but  man  is  born  to 'trouble  by  bis 
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first  birth,  and  by  the  second  he  is  a  brother  born 
for  adversity.  These  things  are  grievous,  but 
they  are  great  blessings  when  sanctified  to  us,  I 
mean,  when  by  the  Spirit's  operations  on  usjye  are 
meekened,  softened,  humbled,  and  made  teadef- 
hearted,  and  become  submissive  and  more.r^signed 
to  the  will  of  God  by  them..  As  to  my§elf,j  f 
generally  find  my  spirit  stubborn  and  rebelliou3 
when  the  rod  comes  on^  but  afterward  it.  yields 
the  fruits  of  peace,  humility,  quietude^  ana  con- 
trition,  which  are  more  precious  in  the  sight  of 
God  than  all  the  gaudy  and  feir  shew  in  the  flesh, 
which  is  sfet  off  and  so  much  admired  by  the  advo- 
cates  of  natural  religion. 

Sure  I  am  that  my  gains  have  been  great 
by  the  furnace,  it  is  buying  of  Christ,  gold  tried 
in  the  fire,  which  makes  us  rich  in  faith  though  It 
costs  us  much  pain;  and  we  are  compelled  topart 
with  peace;  ease,  contentment,  rest,  &c.  all  which 
are  as  d^a'r  to  us  as  a  dow^n  bed,  or  a  path,  paved 
with  moss.  However  I  bless  God  f*or  them  all, 
for  these  things  have  so  broken  my  spirit,  that  the 
Devil  himself  will  find  hard  work  to  petrify  it 
again;  and  in  all  this  do  I  see  the  wisdom  of  God^ 
for  I  am  not  a  little  indulged  now  under  the  in;* 
firmities  of  old  age,  which  did  not  use  to  be  th^ 
case  with  me  but  quite  the  reverse.     FareweU. 

Grace  and  peace  be  with  you. 

W.  H. 


c  % 
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LETTER  XVI. 

/  Thine  Epistle  came  safe  when  I  was  pon- 
dering over  the  dreary  way,  and  the  thorny  paths 
that  have  appeared  in  my  pilgrimage.  One  place 
1  bi^ilt:  at  Worpolsdon  in  Surry,  that  they  took 
from  nie;  another  at  Woking,  they  robbed  me  of 
that  also.  I  built  another  at  Sunbury  in  Middle- 
sex, and  they  turned  me  out  of  that ;  and  this  has 
been  set  on  fire  twice,  and  now  burnt  down :  but 
hone  of  these  things  move  me,  the  offence  of  the 
-  cross  is  not  ceased,  the  life  of  Christ  and  the  cross 
are  inseparable;  no  life,  no  cross* 

The  only  place  that  will  admit  us  is  Grub 
Street  Last  Thursday  my  friends  agreed  for 
that,  and  the  report  of  this  so  spread  in  two  days, 
that  more  than  two  thousand  attended,  and  some 
hundreds  that  could  not  get  in.  This  was  the 
first  time  they  heard  me  since  the  fire,  and  their 
wishful  looks,  their  glee,  and  the  sympathy  of 
their  countenances  put  me  to  the  test — I  longed 
for  Joseph's  weeping  apartment,  for  I  bad  hard 
Vork  to  refrain  and  conceal.  But  I  swallowed, 
arid  I  shunned  ciyery  pathetic  expression,  ahd  by 
breaking  out  into  a  fiery  zeal  I  soared  above  it 
I  admire  the  lamb  in  the  closet,  but  the  lion  best 
becomes  the  pulpit,  and  I  am  a  better  master,  and 
more  acquainted  with  this  art  than  most 
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I  concluded  when  the  fire  happened^  .that  God r 
intended  it  to  drive  me  into  the  country,  eit^ierintoi 
the  north,  or  into  Suffolk  and  Ely,  for  it  matters, 
not  to  me  where.  God  is  my  rest,  refuge,  and 
dwelling  pUpe,  and  if  I  fecfl  him  I  am  at  home  go 
where  I  may.  The  people  had  heard  of  this  and 
made  great  lamentation,  and  having  fasted  a 
whole  month  they  have  tried  the  letter  men,  not 
as  formerly  with  the  dew  on  their  branch,  but 
with  a  tiiirsty  soul,  and  hav6  returned  with  the 
pitchers  empty,  finding  no  water.  But  my  dwel* 
ling  is  ^till  to  be  where  Satan's  seat  is,  in  the  midst 
of  them  that  wt)uld  swallow  me  up  whole  as  the 
grave,  and  alive  as  thoselhat  go  into  the  pit  At 
present  we  are  all  in  motion,  some  looking  out 
for  a  spot  of  ground,  some  bringing  their  offer* 
ings,  others  wishing  the  glory  of  the  latter  house 
may  exceed  the  glory  of  the  former;  but  it  is  to 
bear  the  same  name,  this  I  gave  them  to  under* 
stand  from  the  pulpit,  and  assijgned  the  following 
reasons  for  it:  that  unless  God  provided  men  to' 
work,  and  money  to  pay  them,  and  materials  to 
work  with,  no  chapel  could  be  erected,  and  if  he 

provided  all  these,'  Providence  must  be  its  name. 
And  it  goes  by  this  name  already,  and  that  justly,' 
for  though  we  have  no  chapel  btrt  in  imagination,' 
yet  providence  still  exists. ' 

A  ver^  noble  house  ^t  the  top  of  Portland  Place 
belonging  to  Lord  Foley  has  a  very  large  garden 
about  it,  and  this  large  garden  is  to  be  sold,  or 
let  to  build  on ;  we  are  now  after  a  piece  of  it : 
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the  thtpel  *iriU  no  doubt  be  att  eye-sore  to 
Foiilaiui  Place..  Who  knowa  lyvbeireunto  this 
may  giow  ?.  and  who  cati  tell  but  the  hand  of 
God  may  be  in  thisi,  and^that  it  may  fall  Oiut:  to 
the  foftherance  of  the  igo^el  ?  I  fihall  set 
ibyaelf  upon  the  watch-tower  till  the  virion 
apeaks^  which  in  the  eixi  will  be  made  bo  plain 
as  to  .'enable  tne  bol^  to  read  and  to  run,  for 
tiftsre  k  no  running  ida  obedience  till  thie  mind  be 
isistrttcted  in  the  way. 

i/Vdieu. 

:  W.a 

' .      (  .  • 

«   t    •  .  •  •  • .  .  • 

LETTER  XVII. 

^ .  I;HAV£  been  busy  in  bringing  out  a,  book^ 
and  my  band  getting  unsteady  it  is  but  now  and 
then  that  I  cam  write  at  all.  But  I  find  that  sore 
Cpi^cts  are  attended  with  spme  pew  discoveries 
of  new  things,  which  are  intended  to  mix  with 
the  old;  aqd  in  the  pidlpit  I  ^f\d  fin  increase  of 
energy^  and  this  bringjs;  a^  ^^ncrease  of  hearers, 
and  .^mong  these  th^^  appears  am  increase  of 
awakened  wuls.  ipee|>  .troubles  lea4  into  the 
deep  waters  of  the  sanpjtji^y^  and.  ii^  th^se  the 
Spiitit  searches  the  deep  tbiogs  of  God;  in 
these  depths  we  are  made-, to  sep  wd  feel  the 
things  that  are  freely  given  ns  of  Godf.  Almpst 
eyeix  sahba^n^'s  discourses  ai^%ijcbed^ouf* 
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of  the  fire,  or  out  of  tlie  water ;  and  I  observe 
that  whatsoever  comes  »ot  &om  )iencc;  has  but 
little  heat  or  moisture  in  it. 

This  furnace  work  debases,  mortifies,  and 
humbles  the  instrument,  and  empties  it  of  self; 
its  weakness  and  feebleness  is  felt,  and  the  mind 
'is  turned  to  Ihe  all-sufficient  arm  of  the  Lord, 
and  from  hence  fresh  power  is  inftised  into  the 
new  man,  which  makes  grace  sufficient.  And 
as  out  of  the  mouth  df  babes  he  perfects  praise, 
so  out  of  human  frailty  he  perfects  power  by 
making  us  feel  that  we  are  but  bruised  reeds, 
and  yet  in  him  brazen  walls  and  iron  pillars. 

Nor  does  this  divine  power  ever  appear  more 
perfect  or  niore  sufficient  to  perform  and  perfect 
the  great  work  of  forming  shmers  anew,  than 
when  the  instrument  renounces  and  disclaims  all 
human  sufficiency ;  even  babes  will  sometimes 
say,  the  Lord  is  with  him,  what  power!  he  is 
strong  in  the  Lord !  the  Lord  is  with  him  of  a 
truth.  The  treasure  of  grace  and  truth,  by  the 
Spirit,  is  lodged  in  the  earthen  vessel,  that  the 
excellency  and  the  power  may  appear  to  be  bf 
God  and  not  of  us ;  hence  it  is  needful  that  our 
frailty  and  emptiness  should  be  sometimes  seen 
when  we  are  left  of  God,  and  his  power  as 
conspicuous  when  blessed  with  his  presence. 

W.  H.v  S.  S- 

My  love  to  S,  Mr.  B.  E.  and  all  the  seed 
royal. 
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LETTER  XVIII. 

.  To  W.J. 

My  Son, 

When  thou  wast  in  town  I  was  just  ready 
to  say  to  you  as  Joseph  did  to.his  fellow-prisonersi, 
"  Why  look  ye  so  sadly  to-day  ?"  I  hope  times 
are  better  with  thee  now,  "  The  rod  and  re- 
proof give  wisdom,  but  a  child  left  to  himself 
will  fall."  If  sorrow  succeeds  the  rod  it  is 
sanctified  to  us,  "By  sorrow  of  heart  the  spirit 
is  broken,  iand  by  the  sadness  of  the  countenance 
the  heart  is  made  better,"  There  is  no  rod  laid 
upon  us  but  what  we  make  purselyes,  we  cut 
the  birch  and  bind  it  up,  God  only  uses  it- 
**  Hast  thou  not  procured  these  things  to  thy- 
self?" this  is  the  question  asked ;  and  the  answer 
is,  "  I  will  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord, 
because  I  have  sinned  against  him>  until  he 
plead  my  cause,  and  e>cecute  judgment  for  me," 
&a  Micah  vii.  9.  By  these  things  we  learn  to 
walk  upright,  by  these  things  we  grow,  by 
these  things  we  learn,  by  these  things  we  live, 
and  in  all  these  things  is  the  life  of  our  spirits, 
so  God  revives  us  and  makes  us  to  live.  These 
are  our  swings,  our  leading-strings,  and  our  go- 
carts,  and  all  little  enough  to  teach  us  to  set 
one  foot  before  another  in  faith^  or  to  make 
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straight  paths  for  oUr  feet;  and  surely  th^re 
never  was  any  nurse;  governess,^  father  or  niodier 
so  tender,  kind,  careful,  pitiful,  and  affectionate 
as  our   dear  and  dearly  beloved  Lord   Jesus 
Christ :  -*  His  wrath  is  but  a  moment,  in  IM 
favor  is  life;  weeping  may  endure  for  a  nighty 
but  joy  Cometh  in  the  morning,"'  Psal.  xxx.  5.' 
Go  to  him  again  my  son,  he  will  wipe  thine 
eyes,  comfort  thine  heart,  and  bid  thee  go  ia^ 
peace;  he  knows  our  frame,  and  he  knows  thou 
art  a  stubborn  one,-  who  will  want  a  good  niany 
yokes,  clogs,  and  fetters  by  the  way ;  he  will 
bring  them  forth  and  put  them  on  just  as  th]^ 
folly  calk  for  them,  and  make  all  things,  thy 
old  man  and  all,  work  together  for  thy  goodl 
Tender  my  kind  love  to  your  mother,  and  to  the 
person  that  sent  the  hare,  and  thank  him  for  it. 
JVIy  respects  to  W.  and  all  friends  that  love  my 
J^aster  Jesus. 

While  I  remain,  ever  your's,  - 

wm,  huntingto:^. 


■■ 


LETTER  XIX. 

I  WAS  not  a  little  pleased  to  hear  that  some 
little  encouragement  attended  the  reading  the 
penny  a  day,  a  little  of  that  coin  goes  a  great 
way,  and  enough  to  support  life  is  promised  at 
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ike  woCrt  of  tbnes*  If.  no  roast  lamb,  if  tCo 
fatted  caif,  if  no  oil  fmn  i3m  oliv^  no  honey 
fy&m  the  rock ;  if  no  nnceiv  milk  of  the  word, 
DortieDr  winecf  due  king^m, yet  thk  reimina: 
f^Bseadahldil  foe  given  him,  liis  waters  shall  be 
mr e ;"  they  shdl  ha^e  Hfe  in  their  souls,  aad 
refreshiogd  ki  their  aorrows^  so  that  oondenmai^ 
ttanBhalltiotcs&ter  io^to  them^  nor  the.fiery  iria;! 
wither  tfaenu  G-^'s  aocotint  does  me  good^ 
God  has  taken  two  that  dwelt  in  the  wildemessy 
and  slept  dn  the  woods;  I  am  glad  to  li^ar  of 
efrcry.appearing  of  Christ  at  Cranbiook ;  Christ 
moBt  assuredly  is  visiting  the  weald  of  Kent 

About  twenty-two  yeais  9:gOy  a  young  woman, 
bomemaid  'to  the  £ad  of  "  ■■.^:  datne  to  hear 
sue,  and  after  some  time  was  called,  but  never 
apake  to  me.  Soon  after  the  Lord's  Masto*  of 
Ihe  Horse  married  her,  and  they  both  went  to 
the  country  house  at  P.  in  Sussex.  About  two 
years  ago  her  husband,  being  wealthy,  left  his 
place  and  came  to  towi^,  and  she  came  and 
owned  the  relationship,  and  claimed  her  pa- 
rentage, and  was  soon  charmingly  reived.  A 
few  months  ago  she  drooped,  and  a  fortnight 
ago  died  in  a  most  glorious  maimer:  now  said 
she  I  see  what  I  am  sent  to  town  for,  to  be 
received,  and  established,  and  ripened  for  heaven. 
T  am  to  have  the  full  account  of  it,  as  one  of 
our  members  was  there  and  abode  with  her. 
Just  before  *she  -  went  off  the  woman  asked. 
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^  Should  ydu  not  like  to  6ee  the  Doctor?'  §)|« 
answered,  ^  Yes,  I  sbcmkl  like  to  see  hipit  b^l 
I  can  go  now,  without  my  crutch/^/,  I  this^^ 
you  will  fiee  thi$  mcouBt  m  [pvint^  if  ytiMlo 
jpenaait.  ^; 

Her  lui&baiidf  who  has  heen  not  v^xy  kind  t§ 
ber^i  wander$^  about  HielaiM^holy,  aayiii^»  htl 
never  saw  such  a  death  in  this  world,  u^  dof« 
he  believe  that  there  is  *m  all  the  world  a  more 
3n3$erable  man  than  hba^lf.  I  have  heard  thrt 
lie  talks  of  goi^g  iato  the  county ;  any  whej^ 
will  monn^ul  skiii^ers  run :  rather  than  mourn  141 
2ion,  where  the  promised  bl^ssii^  isi.  My  Ipvf 
to  Saiah  and  >th«  child^csi* 


.» 


I/ETTER  XX. 


)    t 


Friend  Jane>        •    ;     ;        ..^  .    .  ..  , 

H  AVI  N  6  some  thoughts  that  you  are  desire^ 
pf  altering  .your  js^te,  wh^ch  I.  know  by  &sd 
e3q>erienae  ;t(^;b6  a  ^wretched  one^  permit  me  to 
fpye  thee  ai  little  ^vipe  about  the  object  of  tJa^f 
phake^  aaui.l^  iliatchi^  Th^-edor^ble  pl^ject^ 
<tbegs)i>d  'p^raons^pj  wh6  is  the  king  of  lovf 
and  of  all  real  lovers,  is  one  that  loveth  at>aU 

tildes ;  but  he^  i#£S^rs  from  aU  other  lovers  in  his 

•*  .      * 

'vayf  of  fthewk^  it.     He  pften    draws  and 


lUiires  at  first,  but  it  is  often  seen  as  soon  as  ^e 
begin  to  be  alarmed  that  tile  rod  comes  on ;  *^  As 
mmy  as  I  love  I  rebuke  and  chasten :"  and  often 
lite  courtship  is  carried  on  by  froMms,  crosses, 
su8pici(tos,  trials,  cold  indifferences,  jealousies^ 
and  sad  searchings  of  heart ;  ^^  All  the  churches 
shall  know  that  I  am  he  which  searches  the  reins 
told  hearts," 

We  came  into  this  world  wedded  to  the  law, 
we  are  bom  in  a  self-righteous  spirit,  and  our 
pride  loves  some  ground  of  boasting,  which  the 
law  doth  not  exclude ;  hence  God  sends  it  home 
to  us  to  discover  our  sin,  fill  us  with  fear,  terrify 
us  with  wrath,  and  condemn  us  to>death.  Here 
we  labour  hard,  and  mean  well,  but  as  we  can 
give  the  law  no  love,  the  law  can  give  us  no 
life,  hence  a  divorce  is  needful.  This  law  has 
dominion  over  us  as  long  as  we  live  and  no 
longer.  When  it  has  discovered  our  crimes,  and 
cursed  us  to  death ;  when  despair  of  self  invades 
us;  when  vain  confidence  fails;  when  false 
notions  of  a  God  all  mercy  are  destroyed,  and 
legal  hope  gives  lip  the  ghost-  then  we  are 

loosed  from  that  law,  and  are  no  adulteresses 
though  we  make  a  better  choie^  and  get  married 
to  another  man,  ^*  Even  to  hiin  who  is  raised  (toiA 
thedead^  that  we  should  brrng' fbrth  fruit  tmto 
<Jod;''  Rom.  vii.  4.  -    * 

'  This  strange'  divorce  is  absolutely  nedessaiy, 
arid  of  great  use' ta  us,  beeails^  the  iientenee  (^ 
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the  law  wounds  the  spirit,,  and  a  wounded  npttit 
withefs  all  carnal  lote,  and  ^  ci^udfies  us  to  all 
the  levers,  or  to  all  the  thi%s  k>ved,  whieh 
this  world  can  afibfrd.  This  paVes  the  way 
for  the  Lord  to  <  have  all  the  heart,  He  that 
loveth  any  oaie  better  thain  me  i%  not  worthy 
of  m^  Mat  %.  ST.  '  The  law  ifeakes  sad'  work 
with  Wkt  Uhsey-woolsey  gaitaent;  the  fig-leaf 
dvesn^hkcowiei'  very  much  tattered,  and  torn ; 
WGf\x\\  it  abimt  us.  this  way*  and  that' way,  but 
alt  in  vaiii.  Our  filthiness  is  in  our  skirts,  our 
heels  are  still  ha$e,  there  is  a  time  to  rend  and  a 
tkoA  to  8ew-«4-^but  neither  the  fig-leaf  dress, 
nor  the^new  cloth  patched  to  our  old  garments, 
will  make  a  robe^  fm  the-  Lamb's  wife.  Sdn  and 
fear,  guilt,  filth  and  shame  appear  to  our  con» 
fiaskm  when.we  have  done  outT  best;  both  top 
and  ^l,  fore  bodies  and  Innd  bodies,  the*  stuff 
and. the  body  lining,  all  is  bad,'  it  is  filthy 
rags;  ! 

.iiThe  Lond's  :most  Holy  Spirit  reveals  the 
atonemoit,  this  makes  us  nigh ;  by  the  dis- 
coveries of  his  own  love  he  knits  the  marriage 
Iciiol^  J  and  always  embti^ces^  bis  spouse.  £n* 
wrapped,  in  .hi3  own  robe  O  how  docs  such  an 
;h*^lyr  &vored  ;  soul  blush,  when  irresistible 
Joycl  compleats  the  conquest,  and  seals  thd  etid- 
Jess  union  1  Humility  and  meekness  adorn  tl^ 
mi^d^]  pwcet  submission  bedecks  the  will,  peac^ 
becalms  the  conscience,  love  enflames  the  hearty 
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while  &e  rap1vrje$  of  j.oy  m»k<i}th^  countrait^e 
DO^nely,  which  id.  m  oroasMnft  qC  grace  to  the 
\m^i .  and  a  terroi:  to  the ;  hyppcmt^  in  Zioa. 
,  J^re«^  forw»d  Jane,  G^  :sajsr»i,  *^  It  19  not 
gppid  diat  fBan  should  he  tim^^Gtn  ii  18 ;  and 
it  isr  the  seco{tjd  Adam  dial  is  iMeant  by  that  man; 
6^  calU  him  a  bfidegTOgm  9^9)  ;»:htuhand^.and 
fhcfceSe^re  he  nitust  marry ^  'God  QaH&  hin  Hke^ 
^i^ice^  atn  eyerk^tupg  father,  und  >  ^Ksnd^re  he 
must  have  a  wife  and  family*.  mA  he  ean.  ha:re 
fic^hef  hilt  amon^  tis ;  b^eawe  he  is  nan,  in  obr 
l^atni^i  a brather  pf  oiirs^  andaiitery  nour  kins* 
nu^n:  if  he  turoj»  hi^  hack  njMN^^wbeisa:  head 
wiftheut  a  body^  adcil^  witieioUt  flnb|ects,;  a  has*' 
j^dj  withont  a  ifeftfe*  mA  a  £rthec  witliout  a 

iiimily^ 

, .  In  this  :i»atich»  Jaiie»  expect  both  ^ht  iirarid 
and  th^  deyil;  to  forbid  tte  Imnnai  Sot  bbt&  are 
fLVfme  to  the, match;  but  remember  thata divine 
joint  here  is  the  endless  tie  of  a  threefold  condL 
Hie  Father  chois^e  the  daughter,:  andprc^osed  the 
matoh;  ^  Son  accepts  the  spouse  in  tiie  bann» 
of  .endless  wedlock;  and  the-  Hol;^  Spirit  wi^' 
jiesses  the  union,  and  possesses  the  bride  till  the 
consummation  of  the  marriage  in  heavcn«  AH 
other'  baoms  of  union  are  a  rope  of  sai^  witness 
my  hatid  You  must  dtitinguiidi  Esau^s  band 
£rom  JaooVs  voice. 

W»  H.  S.S. 


_/ 
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LETTER  XXI, 


^  « 


I  i^Ecsiy  £D  Sai^h s  Epistk,  aiid  am  heartily 
glad  to^fiod  that  she  is  still  in  the  fun^ice.  Our 
election,  pai^  uever  he  kixpwn  without  it;  God 
has  chiQsi^^  us  m  tfap  furnace  of  atSiic^f^ii;  aii4 
it  18  i^itbe  fir^  tibat  we  tare  to  ca^  V(l9^  ^9^ 
au4  to  bje  answered  by  God,,  aiul  l^emse  to  he 
own^  ajod  acknowle^lged  by  himi  ^  ^^  owv^ 
Read  Zqch.  :^iii.  9 ;  and  therefor^  ^^&  can  be 
no  hope  withcful:  jthe  ^r^.  ,JE,!^exy[w^kk  to  be 
tr],||}y  leveaJM,  and  ma^  i^n|;fest  b^  &e..  Bea4 
^  first  episjtle  of  Coriatl^iaim,  the  third  chaptec; 
and  I  know  of  no  one  ingredient  in  t^  .furnace 
worse  thap  ^piritaal  and  ^^axnal  jealousy.  I 
heliaye  2  had  near ;  three  years;  oif  this  f uel  «)r 
cp^^s  fi£  juniper;  di^.if  you  wil^  ti^  tfa^ 
whole  acpoHBt  of  &^v93l^  an4  /  ^Hi^gJHr,  Jacoh» 
ilaphc^  ;J^,  &C.,  yw  will  s^  li^^^lije  than 
these  furious  fnmes  among,  them ;  aiid  'finiicar 
Ih^e  fits  they  carrifii  tl^eir.coanplain^t&  to  God^ 
who  never  &iled  to  h^itbeif  cri^s,  and  redres^ 
raeir  supposed  wrongs, -,;i  j.. 

For  nny .  part;  1 4(uib|t  no;t;  \>\A  it  wiU  work  fojr 
your  sq^'s  gc^od,^  and  I  grpyiqid  my  hope  upon 
nothing  else  but  the  .ttimhles,  that  yqu  labour 
under ;  for  who  makes  n^e^  glad.^  but  those  that 
I  see  made  sorrowful?  >  My  limep^buming  cured 
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me  of  one  member  of  the  old  man,  I  mean  inof- 
dinate  affections ;  and  while  this  reigned  I  had 
but  half  a  he^  for  God,  but  when  this  idol 
was  purged  off  I  was  fit  for  his  service^  and  to 
be  sent  any  where.  No  devil,  Sarah,  can  ever 
prevail,  no  furnace,  flame,  fuel  or  fire  can  ever 
kindle ;  no  flood,  no  deluge  can  ever  overwhelm 
%  soiil  that  cri6s  day  and  night  tb  the  darling, 
«prbpitiousy  dnd  eternal  Son  of  Qod.  Act  like 
David,  Sarah',  givethyrolf  unto  prayer^  attend 
continually  lipoli  thisr  Very  thing;  they  that  sow 
in  tea^s  shall  reap  in  joy,  and-  in  due  time  you 
shall  TtBp  if  •yto'fefait  liot.  This  in  evfety  time 
of  trouWti  isfmy  eonstai*fe*eitiploy^*  and  sure  Ii^m 
tthat  ndttoing  has  been  too  hard  for  nife  in  this 
work,  throughout  riiy  whole' pilgrimage.  Many 
a  snare^  m^my  a  mo^ntein,  many  a  strong  com- 
bination against  me  have  I  Mown  tip,  dispersed, 
«nid  brought  to  conf\ision,  by  this  poio^  little 
simple  weapon  called  /all  prayer:'  this,  -Ssurah, 
is  your  arms  And  armour^  and  do  you  make* full 
prbdf  of  its  utility. 

•  As  the  vessel  conceives  its  burthen,  do  you 
pump  it  upt^on  your  knees  every  time  you  go ; 
you  will  lighten  it  of  its  cargo,  and  keep  it  above 
water,  Read  Psal.  cix.  28 :  you*  will  find  first  a 
wave  of  trouble  and  then  a  gale  of  glee,  afflic^ 

fions  and'comforts ■"    the  former  creates  an 

appetite,  and  the  latter  maEkes  hope  abound.  The 
anore  Mtter  the  herbs^  the  swteter  the  lamb; 
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all  Chridt'fl  garments  sm^Uof  myrrh,  and  aloes^ 
and  with  these  ingredients  did  Joseph  an4 
Nicodemus  embalm  the  Lord's  body;  and  all 
his  body  mystical  must  share  the  same  bitter  and 
sweet.  Jolm's  little  book,  and  Ezekiel's  roll 
was  first  sweet  as  honey,  and  tl>en  bitter  as  aloes. 
"  The  heart  knoweth  its  own  bitterness,  and  a 
stranger  intenneddleth  not  with  its  joy;"  'Via 
the  day  of  prosperity  be  joyful,  in  the  day  of 
adversity  consider ;  God  has  set  the  one  against 
the  other."  It  is  my  best  peace  with  God  to 
this  day,  "Thou  bast  known  my  soul  in  ad- 
versity ;"  and  all  peace  must  be  weak  where  tber$ 
is  no  triak,  nor  sensible  need  of  a  Saviour. 

Give  my  kiad  love  to  poor  ■  *  ,  and  to. both 
your  brothers,  you  are  all  on  my  mindyai>d  in  my 
heart,  and  I  wish  you  all  a  share  i^  the  Master's 
<2ttp ;  and  that  you*  may  have  a  little  fk)gging  as 
well  as  the  poor  Doctor  is  my  wish.  God  Mess 
thee,  so  prays, 

Your*s  in  Christ, 

W.H.  S.S. 


9; 
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LETTER  XXII. 

Thursday. 

:  Yo  u  it's  came  to  hand  last  nighti  but  I  am 
very  busy.  Poor  fiaker  is  dead.  About  a  month 
9go  I  went  to  see  him,  and  he  seemed  s  Vd^9iie4 
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in  soul,  quite  resigned.  About  a  week  after  I 
called,  and  the  old  enemy  was  hard  at  him ;  his 
comforts  were  all  fled,  he  mourned  sadly,  and  wept 
like  a  child  weaned,  and  begged  that  I  would  not 
forget  him.  From  that  time  he  came  into  my 
mind  continually,  I  may  say  in  every  prayer  of 
mine;  ,and  every  now  and  then  I  sent  him  a 
written  scrap  of  encouragement.  Last  Wednesday 
I  called  on  him  again ;  he  seemed  placid,  tranquil, 
and  very  happy ;  sweetly  softened,  meekenedj 
and  comforted,  weeping  for  joy,  and  abounding 
in  hope.  When  I  left  him  he  rose  up  to  shake 
hands  with  me,  and  reeled  backward,  not  able 
to  stand,  and  said,  *  Ah,  satan  cannot  get  me 
down  as  he  used  to  do.'  Being  much  pleased  I 
laughed,  and  said,  *  A  poor  creature  that  cannot 
^tand  alone  is  bantering  the  devil,  b  not  this  a 
fulfilment  of  this  scripture,  "  Let  the  weak  say 
I  am  strong?" '    Joel  iii.  10. 

I  left  him  and  went  to  chapel,  saying  as  I 
went  along,  that  poor  James  was  then  in  his 
dying  frame,  and  began  to  be  perfumed  with 
the  Spirit's  spikenard.  On  Sunday  last,  at  half 
past  four  iiL  the  morning,  he  took  his  leave, 
uttering  these  words,  '  Let  the  weak  say  I  am 
strong,'  and  articulated  no  more.  He  had  no 
pain,  but  was  quite  worn  out,  so  that  not  a 
pulse  cduld  move.  He  is  to  be  buried  to-taor- 
row,  and  on  Sunday  morning  I  intend  to  preach 
his  funeral,  and  perhaps  from  his  dying  words* 
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He  was  one  of  the  .  beat  of  men,  a  de?tr  son  of^ 
mine,  and  had  stuck  close  to  me  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years,  and  he  now  re^ps  the  benefit  of  it. 
On  lilonday  next  I  set  off  ibr  Bristol  Many 
have  strove  with  all  their  might  for  twenty 
years  to  keep  me  from  those  parts/ and  preachers 
have  circulated  reports' that  my  books  are  pro- 
hibited  being  sold  by  government— -this  is  to 
hinder  the  reading  of  them.  But  a  great  door 
and  eflfeqtual  is  opened  to  me,  and  there  arcr 
many  adversaries;  Men  shut  me  out  but  Go4 
enlarges  me ;  men  make  me  stink,  but  Go4 
perfumes  me.     Love  to  Sarah.  ^ 

Excuse  haste. 


*Hi       if  ill    1.1      ni ■'■'    *        '11. 


LETTER  XXIII. 

The  Cabin.    Monday  morning. 

With  duty  to  Mother  I  acquaint  her  that 
her  epistle  came  safe  to  hand:  am  always  glad 
to  hear  from  — ^— ,  and  much  more  so  to  hear^ 
and  I  am  enabled  to  belle ve,  that  God  has  giveu 
you  a  good  hc^  through  grace.  Even  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  l^ere  is  strong  confidence,  and 
this  finds  a  place  of  refuge ;  but  hope  affords 
support  oil  the  brink  of  ruin^  and  weighs  the 
burdened  and  shattered  vessel  out  of  despon- 

l>  2 
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denfey,  despair,  and  all  the  imaginary  a^, 
dii^mal  resoundings  of  hell.  ^  AW  the  fleods  of 
satdrfs  rage  and  Waspheihy,  and  all  the  filthy 
scum,  anci  dregs  of  inbred:  eofruption,  can  neVer 
sfeiid  the  Iktle  bark  to  the  bottom  with  a  gospel 
hope  on  board. 

'Be' of  good  courage,  Mother,  »wwstle,  strug- 
gle, and  fight  hard ;  the  prize  is  worth  contend- 
ing for.  The  least  grain  of  faith  piite  on  die 
breastplate  of  righteousness,  and  this  is  in  a 
measure  perceptible  to  the  weakest  believer,  by 
<he  subsiding  of  terrors,  by  seine  sensible 
enlargement  from  bondage,  by  the  sensibly 
suspensions  of  divine^  ^nger,  and  by  all  our 
accusers  being  at  times  silenced,  baffled,  blasted, 
and  put  to  the  rout.  There  can  be  nothing  of 
this  in  the  quickened  soul  where  there  is  po 
faith,  no  imputed  righteousness.  Nothing,  no 
nothing  baffles  th^  devif  lil^e  gospel  hope,  and 
an  imputed  righteousness;  the  former  forbids  de- 
spair, and  the  latter  repels  the  curse.  Every  act  of 
faith,  every' revival  of  hope,  weakens  the  devil's 
shafts,  they  blunt  the  points  of  his  darts;  and 
as  the  atoneriient  is  disco vier^d  to  feith,  so  the 
malicious  flame  of '  satari*s  rage  is  quenched: 
Satanic  flre'can*  only  bum  in  guilt,  and  where 
there  is  none  of  this  fuel  to  feed  the  fire,  there 
it  must  go  out  '  ;.    . 

^  Satan's  ciirse  has  no  effect  upon  God's  t)lessrag, 
his  accusations  cannot  stand  tigainst  -the  jiistj 


yrho  Uvea  by  faith,  vtor  can;  his  re]H'9fw:hes  prcf, 
vail  ags^i»^  the  satisfkctipn  of .  oajx.  isurie^^ 
"  Thou  shdV'  wys  Qpd,  ^^fiprget  the^.^aniq.^^ 
thy  ycatthv"  which  spriiigsjffom  theremfinhraiiQ^ 
of  youthful  hists^  "  apjd  shalt  not  xemcmb^ 
^e  f epfoach  of  thy  ^widowhood  any  more/'  thsi^ 
is,  the  reproa^cjies  ^f  saltan^  whm  Qjuv  souls  ^^ 
Gur&ed  i^id  diyorced,  fro;n  the  Uw,  an^  y^t  y^ 
cwBot  Cjlaim  the  Wtteir  husband. , ,  This  i^  Qu;|r:t 
stats  of;  widowhood,  and  urider  yfhifi^i  we  ^x% 
often  .^utesd  with  af,  ^.  Wl^ere  is  novij  thy  God^ [^ 
a^  ^  Where  is  r^w  thy  J(8fu»?'  Away  wi$h, 
youy  satan>-  jdaon  hast, (nothing -to  dp  with  thif^ 
ijiatch,  for  thou  hast,  neither  part  nprlot  in  th^; 
matter^  this  voice  is  ,to  the  ;^ons  of  men.  God^ 
says,  w©  shall  forge:t  .the  shame  of  our  youtb^,, 
and  tha^  wp  fhall  r^n^ember  the  reproacli^  of  our ; 
widowhood  no  ropre:  for  our,. maker  -is  ^M* 
husband,  isai.  li v.  4*    K}nd  love  ^  bo^thr  ^  '  r  ^ 
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Dear  Friend, 

Sarah  is  still  in  tlie  furnace,  and  in  tli^ 
furnace  God  hath  choseii ,  us,  j&hrist  is  tlie  re- 
finer,  the  elect  axQ  thQ  oi:e  to.  be  tried,  sin  is  the  ' 


t  ^  * 
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dross,  feith  the  gold,  and  the  souFs  salvation  is 
the  end  ahned  at.  God  keeps  his  fire  in  Zion, 
and  his  f\imace  in  Jerusalem,  so  that  it  is  always 
at  hand  and  always  hot;  hut  none  hut  the  elect 
ahffe  favouiied  with  this  purifying  flame,  and  all 
ityt^escape  this  will  be  cast  iftto  another :  there  is 
a'fiirniico  of 'fire  besides  that  in  Zion. 
•  But  now  for  the  different  ingredients  of  which 

....  V 

this  flarri^  h  composed ;  love  then,  love  of  some 
sort  orbther  is  always  one  ingredient  in  this  fire. 
The  Jewish  scribes  were  desperately  enraged 
\^ith  jealousj^  at  the  apostles  for  preaching  to 
Ac  Gentiles ;  *^  I  will  provoke  them  to  jealousy 
by  them  which  are  riot  a  people."  The  scribes 
were  lovers  of  thfettiselves,  proud,  boasters;  the 
enlightened  Jews  saw  through  them,  the  be-? 
lieving  Gentiles  hated  them,  and  this  filled 
tfieih  with  jealous  rage  in  behalf  of  beloved 
self,  their  hig^i  profession,  and  beloved  profits. 
But  this  is  not  the  case  with  (jod's  dect,  one 
ingredient  in  their  fire  is  a  sensi?,  a  deep-wound? 
ing  sense  pf^Jp,  which  lays  heavy  on  ^he  piind ; 
and  bitter  reflections  from  conscience  upon  every 
fresh  remembrance  qf  past  sjns^  sets  oii  fire  the 
whole  frame  of  nature:   '  ^ 

A  hopeless  sense  of  God's  revealed  dii^plea^ure 
iij  abroken  law  which  worketh  wrath,  is  adding 
fire  to  fire,  or  as  Milton  says*  '  Stirring  up  sin 
against  law  to  fignt'  The  carnal  niirid  shews  its 
enmity  at  the  impossil^le  tajsks  of  Jegalobedlenfce, 
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^nd  at  the  lawgiver  for  requiring  impossibilities! 
and  this  enmity  rages  not  a  little.  There  is  also 
a  sense  of  the  worth  of  our  souls,  a  love  to 
lliem,  and  a  desire  to  save  them,  when  the  op* 
posite  to  these  are  said  to  wrong  their  own  souls ; 
and  all  that  hate  Christ  love  death.  And  this 
real  love  to  our  own  souls,  which  God  hath 
kindled  in  us,    is  the  cause  of  those  grievous 

complaints My  friends  are  estranged  from 

me,  and  my  kinsmen  stand  afar  off:  "Refuge 
failed  me ;  no  man  cared  for  my  soul."  Under 
all  this  there  is  a  secret  love  to  Christ,  which 
the  Spirit  kindles ;  but  as  he  stands  behind  our 
wall,  and  only  shews  himself  through  the  lattice, 
our  love  is  pent  up,  and  if  there  be  no  glimpse 
of  him,  nor  visits  from  him  to  draw  it  out,  we 
cannot  in  love  go  forth.  Nevertheless  this  lovei 
shews  itself  by  loving  them  that  love  Christ,  by 
shunning  thenjpthatt  despise  him,  and  by  grudging 
every  indulgence  another  is  favoured  with  ^  by 
envying  them  that  seem  to  enjoy  his  smiles, 
and  wishing  for  the  least  crumb  that  falU  from, 
his  table. 

:  In  this  fire  every  slight,  or  imagined  indif- 
ference by  a  friend,  stirs  up  jealousy  ;  and  as  sure 
as  Sarah  isr  born,  so  sure  is  this  true;  "From' 
all  your  filthiness,  and  from  all  your  idols  will 
I  cleanse  you."  Inordinate  affections  are  palmed 
upon  the  old  man ;  filth  is  purged  first,  and  idols 
afterwards:  apd  while  God  is  purging  us  from 
these,  the  devil  labours  the  more  to  make  our 
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love  to  the  creature  inordinate.  I  have  been 
through  all  this,  and  this  is  the  work  old  girl 
that  is  going  on  in  you;  and  when  he  purges  us 
he  will  be  dear  to  us.  My  kind  love  and  hearty 
prayei's  attend  this. 

Your*s  in  haste, 

W.H.  &.S. 


■^»'»' 
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LETTER  XXV. 

M^HATEV.ER  you  do,  Icam  to  bear  afflictiaiis 
Samh,  you  may  glory  in  your  infiTmk]&.  when 
yop  have  nothing  else  to  glory  in.     Besides,  it 
is  by  these  things  the  quickened  soul  lives;  zuA 
lierein  tl>e  life  of  God  in  tlie  soul  discovers 
itself.       Let  nothing  in  this   world,    nothing 
beneath  the  sun  pmve  an  i4ol,  a  rival,  or  an 
image  of  jealousy  to  provoke  God.      He,  and 
his  dear  Son,  and  his^  nu>st  Holy  Spirit,  have  set 
their  love  upon  us,  and  they  are  jealous  of  our 
affections ;  and  he  will  have  the  affections^  the 
gkH^,'  the  praise,  and  the  honour  of  hi»  chil- 
dren, and  these  he  w^H  never  give  to  anpthen 
These   are  all  the  pevennes  of  bis  reahn,   tlie* 
tributes  of  his  empire,  which  lay  chie%  in-  the 
faith  and  faithfulness  of  his  people  to  hin),  their 
love  tO' him  and  his  cause,  and  theiir  hopeinbhn; 
their  prayers  to  hin>  for  >aU  they  want,:  and  theirs 
trust   in  him  to  fulfil  pi*omises  to  them,,  and: 
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afford  the  promised  help  in  times  of  need,  which 
his  word  assures  us  of:  thanksgivings  also  for  all 
his  favours,  spiritual,  temporal,  and  eternal. 

And  I  know  that  there  is  not  a  word  spokea 
in  his  name,  not  a  right  answer  given  to  a  gain* 
sayer,  not  an  unctuous  word  that  speaks  good 
^f  his  name,  not  a  penitential  tear  from  the  eye 
of  faith,  hut  what  is  received,  esteemed^  and 
regarded;  the  latter  is  put  into  his  hottle,  and 
tbeform^  noted  in  his  book*  Every  self-abaamg^, 
iel£-degrading,  and  soul^humbling  sensation,  all 
lowly  mindedness,  all  mean,  contemptuous,  and 
nothingness  in  our  own  eyes ;  all  self-^abhorrence^ 
ielf4oathing,  and  self-denial  are  the  evangeliod 
&uits  of  gospel  obedience,  and  are  put  fdrdi 
Qjider  the  softening  inftuences  and  operationa  ol" 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  And  I  know  that  evei3^ 
^ring  of  gratitude,  godly  sorrow,  or  evangelic^ 
repentance;  every  concern  foi-  God's  homnii^ 
wisi^ng  well  to  bi»  cause  and  his  name^  sympatbf 
wida. the. Saviour  in  lis  sufferings,  ^nd  feeling 
eonoem  ibr  the  welfisire  of  his  femiiy ;  tbescv 
and  all  pious  loggings  after  hinvy  and  all  gratitude 
for  A  hits  favours,  his  k)ve*<token$,  andvkind'provfr* 
deqces,  aie  fruits  of  liis  Spirit,  and  siodi  as 
empty  professor  can  attain  unto;  produce^ 
even  coantierfeit 

God  bless  you*  and  yours,  so  ptayi^ 

Your  most  sincere,  faithful,  and  iaffectiontti: 

Eiiend,  -    / 

W.H.  S.S. 
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LETTER  XXVI. 

:   The  Doctor  to  old  Sarah  with  all  due  Respects. 

I  SEND  to  infonn  you  that  I  find  old 
l^e  greatly  weakens  me,  standing  long  now  'm 
the  pulpit  brings  many  strange  wearisome  palm 
cm  me,  so  that  when  I  return  on  Tuesday  cvc^ 
I  am  seldom  right  till  Thursday  mornings  But 
the  pleasing  things  which  I  have  read  and  heard 
respecting  the  heavenly- country,  and  9^  good 
hope  of  enjoying  it  through  the  mercy  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus ;  and  finding  the  infirmities  of 
old  age  weaning  me  from  this,  and  embittering^ 
it  more  and  more  to  me,  keeps  me  stru^ling' 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling.  For  all  the 
time  that  I  remain  here  I  must  be  kept  poor, 
low,  lean,  and  in  beggary  of  soul ;  for  if  I  get  a 
Uttle  honey,  wine,  milk,  butter,  bread,  or  juice 
of  the  pomegranates^  as  soon  as  I  get  into  the 
pulpit  it  begins  to  go  off,  and  by  the  time  I  have 
done,  the  dew,  the  oil,  the  wine^  kc,  is  all  gone> 
and  I.  return  with  a  dry  fleeee,  and  an  empty 
cruse ;  they  are  refreshed  and  watered  with  the 
weU*spring  of  life,  but  I  wax  dead,  dry,  and 
barren.  And. thus  death  works  in  me,  but  life 
ia  them. 
And  here  the  private  christian  has  the  advan* 


tage  of  the  public  labourer ;  all  that  he  gets  Ub 
keeps  or  eats,  but  all  that  I  get  is  for  the  public; 
and  if  I  labour  for  a  whole  week,  and  am  never 
so  successful  in  gathering  fruits,  and  go  filled 
with  dew  in  my  heart,  and  with  fresh  views  in 
my  head,  yet  one  long  and  full  discourse  to  a 
large,  hungry,  flmd  thirsty  flock  will  both  empty, 
and  drain  the  vessel  quite  dry, 

I  hope  my  old  Mother  gets  on ;  we  are  sure 
to  be  right,  Sarah,  all  the  time  we  feel  that  in 
our  flesh  dwells  no  g<>od  thing ;  feeling  this  leads 
to  self-abhorrence,  and  when  self  is  abhorred 
Christ  is  sur6  to  b$  all :  ^^  If  any  man  come 
unto  me,  and  hate  not  his  own  life,  he  cannot  be 
my  disciple/'  No  truer  criterion  than  self^ 
abasement ;  and  Christ  always  rises  and  falls  iu 
our  esteem,  according  as  self  is  admired  or  de^ 
based,  gratified  or  denied.  The  fight  of  faitli^ 
may  be  discerned,  and  wci  may  know  whether, 
war-  with  satan  and  the  world  is  going  on,  or  dt 
a  stand,  by  prayer.  When  the  devil,  sin,  am} 
the  world,  have  finally  piresrailed,  there  is  an  end 
to^all  prayer;  and  as  sure  its  prayer  goes  on,  sor 
sum  the  dievil  loses  groutad/ 

Prayer,  Sarah,  is  (Jod's  delight,  and  itianV 
best  weapon,  it  is  both  offensive  and  defCTtsive 
it  is  a  preservative  to  ourselves,  and  a  dagger  to  ouy- 
enemies.-  This,  in  private,  I  esteem  above  all 
my  privileges,  the  choicest  of  ^11  the  means  of^ 
^cie,  aiid  the  mgatherer  of  all  promised  good, 
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Ahd  wonderful  tat  tW  aafti»taiice»  God  has  pro^ 
vided  for  us,  to  keej^  us  in  this  ei&erqisc;  Christi 
in  the  holy  place^  ever  Uvea  to  make  interce8aia& 
for  us,  and  the  Spirit  nfoa  eartl>,  he  helps,  our 
hifiraiit]e%  and  inakes  intercession  for  the  saiatSi 
accordiqg  to  die  will  of  God 

God  btess  you  both. 

THE  DOCTOR. 


LETTER  XXVII. 

Tka  principal  concern  of  this  old  woman  i» 
abofitoilto  put  in  th^  lanap.*    This  secret  (nl 
tibat  was  used  as  a  type  under  the  law,  was  made 
rf  olive  berries;  hence  Christ  is  how,   in  the 
Kew  Testament,  called  the  good  olive  tree ;  and 
God's  elect  are  called  oHve  tuees  also^  Jerem.  xi, 
16 ;  but  being  whiDlly  corrupted  by  sin  ^e  are 
become  wild>  and  are  grafted,  Paul  sity^,  eoi^ 
toary  to  nature,  in  the  good  olive  tree,  and  partake 
of  the  goodness  and  fUsiesa  of  this .  gtKKi  tree^ 
which  ik  called  the  root  that  beai^. 
.  The  oil  is  to  be  known  by  the  £s>}lawiBg. 
tilings.     It  h  intended  to  anoint  the  eyes ;  for 
^e  want  of  this  the  Laodiceaflis  thought  thenw. 
selves  rich,  and  in  need,  of  nothing.     This  eye. 
aalve,  or  anointing,  was.  to  shew  her,  her  .true 
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state,  ivhich  is  wretched,  poor,  miserable,  blind) 

and  naked.      The  anointing  is  to  discover  this, 

ovtr  real  state  to  us,  so  as  that  we  may  feel  it 

Under  this  teaching,    fear  that  springs  front 

danger,    and  sin  which  exposes  us  to  wtath^ 

make  the  yoke  of  bondage  heavy.     Now  this 

yoke  is  to  be  destroyed  because  of  the  anointings 

Isai.  X.  97'     At  the  destruction  of  this  yok^ 

fear  gives  way  to  love,  and  grief  gives  place  tx> 

joy.     Tliis  change  beiilg  made  within,  it  causes 

a  change  without  ,\  the  countenance  which  was 

either  fallen,   dejected,    or  sad,   looks  healthy 

and  cheerful :  this  oil  makes  the  face  to  shines 

Psal.  civ.  15.      This  secret  oil  is  resembled  by 

all  material  oil,  which  naturally  rises  above  all 

liquids,    and  will  be  uppermost;   nor  will  it 

incorporate  with  any  fluid  lighter,   meaner,  or 

inferior  to  itself.     So  that  which  is  bom  of  the 

flesh  is  flesh,  and  that  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit 

is  spfrit ;  for  though  the  heart  like  the  troubled 

*sea  casts  up  its  mire  and  dirt^  yet  grace  shall 

reign ;  no  water  can  quench  it,  nor  flood  drarwn 

it. 

This  anointing  is  generally  commanical:ed 
after  some  sharp  soul  exercises,  such  as  reproof 
and  rebuke  by  the  word  preadied :  "  Let  the 
righteous  smite  me  it  shall  be  a  kindness  lefe 
him  reprove  me  it  shall  be  an  excellent  oiL** 
Sharp  soul  exercises  prepare  us  for  this  unctiotti 
and  the  one  is  as  sure  as  the  other ;  for  if  wt  aw 
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partakers  of  the  sufferings,  so  shall  wef  be  als# 
of  the  consolations:  hence  David,  tinder  the 
rod,  looked  out  for  this,  and  prophesied  of  it ; 
^'  My  horn  ahalt  thou  exalt  like  the  horn  of  aa 
unicorn:  I  shall  be  anointed  with  fresh  oil.'* 
Light,  love,  liberty  and  jqy,  are  the  pleasing 
and  delicious  sensations  of  this  anointing.  Love 
h  the  fire  by  which  this  oil  is  fed,  and  joy  is 
the  flame  that  breaks  out  and  ascends  from  it ; 
and  this  is  the  reason  that,  it  is  called  the  oil  of 
gladness,  and  the  oil  of  joy.  And  young 
believers  are  very  anxious  after  it,  hence  the 
wise  man  says,  "There  is  a  treasure  to  be 
desired,  and  oil  iii  the  dwelling  of  the  wise/ 
Prov.  xxi.  20. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  Sarah  has  seen  her 
sinful  life  and  nature,  and  the  sting  of  death 
which  is  the  piercing  dart  of  death,  and  the  anger 
of  God  which  attends  it  these  do  not  now 

pierce  her,  nor  sink  her.  Hope  counteracts 
despair,  faith  counteracts  unbelief,  and  love 
counteracts  servile  fear,  which  springs  from 
wrath ;  and  when  these  graces  are  not  going  out 
in  lively  exercises,  and  are  not  engaged  in  bring- 
ing in  joy  and  peace,  yet  they  at  such  times 
abide  at  home  to  prop  up  the  heart  against  the 
attacks  of  satan,  and  against  the  rebellioa  of 
our  inbred  corruptions.  Hence  it  is  at  such 
times,  and  upon  such  trials^  complaints .  like 
these;  *5  Upon  my  peace  came  great  bitterness/' 
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for  SO  it  should  read;  "  Restore  to  me  the  joys 
of  thy  salvation/*  "  The  comforter  that  should 
relieve  my  soul  is  far  from. me."  "Why  hidest 
thou  thy  face  from  me ?"  "I  forget  prosperity  C* 
^'  Thou  hast  brought  me  into  darkness,  and  not 
into  light :"  and,  when  I  looked  for  gc)od« 
trduble  capie.  At  such  times  we  read  of  help, 
of  strength,  and  of  power,  but  not  of  joy,  nor 
of  peace.  Grace  by  the  Spirit  puts  forth  all  its 
strength,  nor  are  we  ever  more  strong,  or  more 
resolute  than  then,  otherwise  the  rains  descend-* 
ing,  the  flpods  coming,  and  winds  blowing,  and 
all  beating  upon  the  house,  it  would  appear  to 

shake    the  building but .  at    this    time 

strength  is  all  in  all :  "  Thou  hast  been  a  strength 
to  the  poor,  a  strength  to  the  needy  in  his 
distress,  when  the  blast  of  the  terrible  ones  is 
as  a  storm  against  the  wall,"  Isai.  xxv,  4. 

God  bless  old  Sarah, 

W.H,  S.S. 
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LETTER  XXVIII. 

•  •  .  .  \ 

I  HAVE  received  Sarah's  epistle,  but  I  am 
\ip  to  the  ey^s  and  ear^  in  business,  having 
iitLished  one  book  upon  sowing  to  the  Spirit, 
•which  is  now  in  the  copy :  and  I  am  now  trying 
to  explain  the  ^emblems  of  the  Spirit,  and  hi^ 


64 

different  operations,  set  forth  by  those  different 
emblems,  in  order  to  nmke  one  complete  volume 
ef  the  Contemplations.  God  \fik\  distinguish 
them  that  are  his  by  many  signs  wtthiii  and 
without  The  Lord  does  not  permit  <  any  to 
succeed  agaifist  his  poor,  worthless,  unprofitable 
servant,  though  they  try  hard  at  it  His 
heart  and  his  hand,  his  faithfulness  and  truth; 
his  covenant  and  his  promises,  his  dear  Son,  and 
his  most  Holy  Spirit,  are  all  engaged  in  our 
behalf ;  and  so  no  weapon  formed  can  prosper* 
This  I  narrowly  watch,  this  I  clearly  see,  at  this 
I  wonder,  and  by  these  things  God  endears^ 
himself  to  his  poor  despised  ones. 

When  once  hope  springs  up,  and  peace  flows^ 
in,  when  humiliation  and  self-abhorrence  takes 
|>!ace,  the  soul  feels  its  liold,  urges  its  claims^ 
ahd  expects  his  promised  help,  knowing,  the 
government  of  all  the  subjects^  is  to  be  upon  his 
(Moulders,  and  it  soon  learns  to  cast  its  cares  and 
burthens  there.  And  when  once  the  soul  finds  its 
way,  it  labours  hard  to  keep  thait  padi  clear,  the 
door  open,  the  throne  in  view;  and  it  feels  often 
to  see  whether  it  is  indulged  with  access,  or 
obstructed ;  whether  it  may  make  free,  ro  stand 
aloof;  whether  confession,  prayer,  or  .thanks- 
givings go  off  best  from  the  aitar^  and  .ease  thf 
heart  most  as  they  ascend :  znA  when  ihm  ia  n^ 
vail  on  the  mind,  no  confusioiL  tt>  faafle^  not  ff^ 
vdiling  uabeikf  to  shackle  tDr.  entttogle  .  thf 
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.  bfferiiig,  we  compass  the  altar  with  joy.  The 
privilege  is  great  at  such  times,  and  indeed 
th^  end  of  the  gospel  ministry  is  to  bring  souls 
to  fellowship  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son, 
Cluist  JesuSi  This  is  th6  end  of  it,  and  God's 
end  id  out-  (est>  our  satisfaction,  and  our  com- 
fort 
.  Bfist  love  to  0I4  Sarahy  and  her  new  man. 

THE  DOCTOR, 


LETTER  XXIX. 

*  « 

Old  Sarah's  short sCtap  camempon  her  sight 
of  mine  to——— .  The  criise  seemed  too  scant 
to  fill  the  pages ;  the  springs  may  appear  low, 
and  the  dews  cease  to  desqend,  hut  the  principle 
of  divine  life  is  still  struggling  within,  and 
^laking  diligent  search*  There,  is  a  feeling  after 
him  the  last  thing  in  laying  down,  and  the  first 
thing  in  waking  up,  and  if  he  has  but  been  there 
and  gone  again,  the  savour  is  left,  and  the 
transient  visit  is  acknowledged.  Peace  he 
brings,  and  peace  he  leaves,  and  every  iegacy  i& 
highly  prized. 

'^  They  that  are  after  the  SjHtit,  do  mind  tht 
things  of  the  Spirit,"  Rom.  viii.  5.  The  comforts^ ' 
of  love,  thi&  is  the  first,  and  the  highest  of  all. 
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b^lf  if  tbis  qfi^ljtpt  bp  ^tt»inpd,  thjij^  gpaifprt  from 
ail  |i35ur?^nce  i$  sought  after,  and  a  remov?.!  of 
3^1  ^pubt^  ?.iid  fe^rs  about  the  gop4n^ssof  our 
state.  If  this  be  denied  then  the  testimony  of 
consqienQe  is  sought,  and  th^  loy  that  arises 
froro  that.  But  if  all  is  disquietude  here,  then 
the  stability  of  hope  is  looked  after,  and  a  long- 
ing fpr,  ^nd  looj^in^  out  for  the  Lprd*$  return;,  in 
l^op^  of  thp  revival  of  the  work,  and  fresh  light 
to  sie  the  path.  And  here  our  strength  is  to  sit 
still,  until  he  brings  us  forth  to  the  light,  that 
we  may  behold  his  righteousness. 

The  lost  sheep,  and  the  sheep  that  has  lost  its 
way,  are  to  be  sought  ov^t,  looked  up,  and 
brought  back  by  the  good  shepherd.  "  I  have 
gone  astray  like  a  lost  sheep,"  says,  David,  "seek 
thy  servant,  for  I  do  not  forget,"  or  have  not 
forgotten,  "thy  commandpients :"  I  am  still 
bound  to  love  tl^ee,  and  thy  iHock,  therefor^  seek 
thy  servant.  I  ^m  now  ^ptting  all  together  for 
a  long  tour.  "  The  harvest  is  ^re?,i,  but  la- 
bourerjj  are  few,"  and  I  am  old,  and  reaping  k 
hard  work  for  an  old  stiif  back.  Good  bye,  Sarab, 
be  a  good  girl  and  mind  your  book. 

THE  DOCTOR. 
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'    LETTER  XXX> 

To  the  UnkoqwB  Friend. 

1  RECEIVED  yours.  The  temptation  about 
the  unpardonable  sin  is  common  to  almost  all 
persons  that  are  brought  to  sec  the  exceeding 
sinfulness  of  sin,  wrath,  and  ruin  sin  has  exposed 
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them  to :  I  laboured  long  under  the  same.  No 
sin  of  the  body  is  this  sin,  no  sort  of  tinckato- 
ness,  theft,  nor  even  murder  is  that  sin ;  none 
more  unclean  than  Mary  Magdalen,  and  some 
of  the  Corinthians,  Read  1  Cor.  vi.  9— H. 
Onesimus  was  a  thief,  and  Moses  and  Paul 
were  both  murderers,  but  all  these  were  saved. 
It  is  neither  excess,  idolatiy,  nor  witchcraft,  as 
may  be  seen  in  Manasseh,  king  of  Isnth 

The  unpardonable  sin  is  a  sin  of  the  mind ; 
the  person  that  commits  it  must  b^  a  professof, 
and  confessor  of  the  gospel.  He  must  be  a  man 
who  has  been  illuminated,  or  enlightened  in  his 
understanding  to  know;  the  natural  affectioiifi 
stirred  up,  which  is  called  tasting  the  good 
word  of  God.  He  must  be  one  who  has  been 
an  eye  and  ear  witness  to  the  power  and  force 
of  God*s  grace  and  spirit,  in  its  operations  and 
effects  upon  others,  so  as  to  be  convinced  of 
the  reality  and  force  of  it.     Nor  is  it  a  jealous 
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envying  of  the  happiness  of  others,  when  we  our* 
selves  seem  to  be  neglected ;  the  nine  apostles 
were  filled  with  indignation  against  James  and 
John,  for  wishing  to  sit.  at  the  left  hand  and 
right  of  Christ  in  his  kingdom.  But  it  is  a 
falling  finally  away  from  Christ,  after  all  this 
profession;  not  falling  into  sin,  but  falling 
away  finally,  apostatizing,  so  as  to  return  no 
more. 

There  must  be  a  hating  both  God  and  Christ, 
.as  our  Lord  charges  the  Jews ;  "  They  have  no 
xlpak  for  their  sin,  for  they  have  seen  and  hated 
both  me  and  my  Father/'  This  apostate  must 
labour  to  hinder  the  work  upon  others,  know- 
ingly, out  of  spite,  which  is  called  doing  despite 
to  the  Spirit  of  grace.  There  must  be  a  speaking 
against  Christ  openly,  and  this  against  convic- 
tion, truth,  and  conscience,  which  is  called 
crucifying  Christ  afresh,  and  putting  him  to 
open  shame. 

The  malice  of  this  apostate  must  go  further, 
in  ascribing  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  and  the 
power  of  it  in  the  hearts  of  God's  saints,  to 
jsatan,  and  that  out  of  n>alice,  knowing  better ; 
and  speaking  ag^ainst  ajl  convictions  knowingly, 
as  the  Jews,  who  saw  our  Lord's  miracles,  and 
envying  him  the  honour,  said>  "This  fellovf 
casteth  out  devils  by  Beelzebub  the  J)rince  of 
the  devils.'*  To  which  the  Saviour  replies,  "  AU 
manner  of  sin  and  blasphemy  shall  be  forgiven 
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unto  toen:  but  he  that  shall  h)a6^]iieine.agapait'r 
the  Holy  Ghost,  hath  n#ver  fof givepes^ ;"  her  A 
cause  you  say,  I  cast  out  deMils  by  Beelzebub, ; 
&c.  so  that  you  see  what  this  sin  is.  If  tl>is,sliort  • 
epistle  be  of  any  use  or  encouragement  to  yoju,  . 
give  God  the  praise ;  as  for  noe  I  am  a  sinner. 

W.H.  S.S... 


LETTER  XXXL 


I  THINK  that  wonders  have  not  cedsed«  A. 
woman  who  is  wife  to  a  farmer  between  W.  and : 
D.  was  one  day  deeply  wounded  with  this  im*- 
pulsive  voice,  *  Thou  art  a  lost  sinner.*  The 
false  anchor  gave  way,  all  refuges  of  lies 
failed,  her  sin  found  her  out,  and  conscience 
did  its  office.  Relaxation,  a  slow  fever,  and 
loss  of  appetite  followed,  until  she  got  so  bad  as 
to  be  incapable  of  her  business.  After  much 
doctoring,  and  long  lingering,  she  was  recom- 
mended to  the  sea  air,  and  her  husband  took  her 
a  private  lodging  at  Dover.  When  the  husband^ 
left  her,  the  woman  of  the  house  asked  her  of  her 
affliction,  the  causes  of  it,  and  how  long  it  had 
been  on  her,  and  she  told  her  the  whole  of  it, 
that  the  sole  cause  was,  she  was  a  lost  sinner. 

The  woman  brought  her  a  book,  and  bid  her 
read  it.  The  author  mentioned  many  providences 
that  had  appeared  in  his  youth,  troubles  also  and 
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kept  pace  with  him*  He  described  his  convic--' 
tioii9  alfla,  and  her  heart  tallied  with  ^t  Ste 
read' on  t(U  she  came  te'  the  author'^defiv^noic^ 
awf  then  hepe  sprung  up,  and  peace  Ikmed!'  is 
Her  spirits  rose,  her  appetite  returned,  siie^t 
anid  drattk,  and  her  countenance  was  no  more 
sad,  and  she  went  home.  The  book  was  my 
Kingdom  of  Heareii,  -ftc-^-STmre  time  back 
being  ill,  Dr.  BL  of  W;  waa  sent  for  to  her,  and 
observing  her  spiritual  converse  He  asked  her 
wftier^  shs*  got  it,  and*  sh«  told  him  air  the 
aboTc 

Another  pooiidi  woman,  at  Bl  about  t\w>»nrile6 
ffjom  B.'in  ICent^  had  been  in/  soul  tjxnible  for. 
5«cars,  andcould  getno relief.  Sheone  day  sent 
hex^giii  to  buy  a  piece  of  bacon;  she  brought  it 
Home  in  a^  sheet  of  printed  paper.  The  giii  {»* 
the  bacon  out' of  the  paper;  and  fell  to  reading 
i^,  and  the  namer  of  God  being  nientaoned  in  it, 
she  bid  the  girl  read'  it.out,  and  God  blessed  it 
ta  the'woman»  She  thensent  for  all  the  restd 
iStsQSQ  papers;  at  tlieshop^  and  obtain6d(theni5  and 
neaditiieni  to  her  soul'i  comferfc  A'Son>of  heis^ 
who  ai  few  weebsi  aftet  went  to  see  her^  b«ng 
amaMd'ut  the  change  wrought  in  his  medKT, 
asked^  how  sHe  obtained  it ;  she;  toiA'  him,  anA 
shewed  him  the  papers;  He  replied;  *The 
papers  are  Mr.  Huntington  s  >  Sermon  oxii  the 
Pimeattaiena  of  Ood'8<  Love ;  th^t  is  tbe^i^iatt  I 
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sit  under/    A  Mr.xM.  at  C.  \vJft^  hAbiqfff  ttt  0% 
and  Whd  told  us  this/  kisepk  this  ab&Ve^  ^ufif^^ 
man  as  aJ^n^t  ^ 

A  Mr.  P;  1^  C.  b^](iig  2^  arminian,  he  was  a 
great  talker  about  religion.     He  one  day  met 
— — —  in.  the  fields,  walkings  and.  seeing  her 
low  and  ill,  he  told  her  he  was  sorry  to  see  it ; 
she  replied,  In^'w  shati  be^  better  till  I  hear 
Mr.  Huntington ;  he  answered,   you  have  no- 
thing to  hinder  ybii ;  sfed  tooK  it  as  a  re^oof, 
aaid  tame  the  Sunday  folibwiil^;      SbmetiffiSP 
badk^ t!ns  niari  ititfrrii^d  aii  anhiiiiab  wife,'  and  if 
I'  miytaae^  tiot'  ^t  was'  a  cldss'  KadeA    This  WiT 
man  hatfng-the^  timh;  ahd  tlie  pG^^r  cff  i(;  uS6fl^ 
t6  borrt)^  my  Bahlc  of  FatCH/  *ld ^  afcohg  ha* 
iiequaifit^ccfs;   and  rea!d  it'  jiiia^tingi    sjioiitni^^ 
and  ndieutling  it.    Aftet  ^le  had  finished  her  las? 
tittle  of  abtltig,  biie  of  her  eyes- w<iht  blind,  aitid' 
sbon  aiftier  she  went'  ill' to  bSct    The^  neighbburtf 
obsemiig  thehouW  Jttid  windows  shut  up  day 
after  day,  they  entered  ihtd*  it,  and  round  hfif 
and  her  liushand'  both  dcfad !  niiid  may  decfeiv^ 
themsfeWds,  bht  Grorf  i^nbt'iiiofckeclV    Whoever 
tli^  were  that  tdfe  my  sefefdd'df  GbdV  IdVft© 
pieces  aiid  sbld^  ii^  f*-  \^^\k  pS§kr,  .w*e  Iffife 
thbsfe  sii4ahts*  who^  Hkd  bresil'  ieiichi^h'  ateff  i6 
spare;  aiiid  tlie  jiobr  \vbmata,  liKc  ^g  pfrddi^BJ 
was  p^ishing  with  hunge^,'diid  ditt;'  wlSS:  tiife 
others  loathed;    If  you*  wSH*  co^'  dff  thii*  kC- 
count-  Mr.  B;  xbight4ikfe'ti  reaH^it-tb  tK^pcb^l'^, 
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aodhewoiil4  keep  it  by  him:  ibr  why  should 
the  wonders  Go4  hath  wrought,  be  lost  m 
sil^ncei  aiid  forgot?    Respects  to  Sarah. 

THE  COALHEAVER, 


msamsamsmBKommssafsss^sm 


liETTER  XXXII. 

I  HAVE  lately  be^en  a  good  dcjsd  ei^eri:ised  in 
my  mind  with  various  things.  Poor  Jenkins  ij 
•^ry  ill,  aiid  Ijas  be^n  exceedijig  low  ip  his, 
minid ;  and  I  hsLvp  had  unabp^ted  epistles  ftom 
l^m  to  attend  to.  S8;ta|i;^d  unbelief  h^ve  met 
tpgeth^r  in  the  Poctor,  while  the  rage  of  the 
enemy  in  his  access  to  me,  and  influenp^,  v^n 
me»  istirred  np  the  carnal  mind,  and  its  ^mity 
^nd  rebellion,  a^d  these  made  uncopifbrtable 
work  within.  Since  that  conflict,  the  better 
visitor  has  approached,  and  faith  h^s  gone  forth 
to  meet  him,  and  to  welcome  him  in :  tbis  is 
tixe  best  of  all  meetings,  and  of  fill  nnipns. 

An^  of  l^te  I  have  watchpd,  observed,  and 
considered  it;,  and  sq  it  really  is;  whenever  the 
^eyil  is  Jet  loose  jipon  us,  every  corruption  is 
^imated  apd  put  in  mption,  they  feel  their 
master'^f .  ff^  ^nd  by  their  iriptioiis  sh^w  tlieif , 
al}f ance, . theii*  lattacl^ment,  ai^id  their  loyalty; 
whepi  the  ;\jricked  rise,  the  new  man  is  hid4^ 
Prov»  xxyjij.  jjSI,     Faitl^  ^nd  Ipve  in^et,.eipr 
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brace,  amd  adore  the  Saviour;  unbelief  aud  en- : 
mitymeet,  embrace,  and  adore  the  devil.  These. 
are  the  motions  which  produce  all  our  changes, 
ajid  Dre  caniiot  aay  as  our  dear,  precious,  and 
ever  adorable  Master  did,  namely,  ^'  The  prince 
/>f  this  world  cometh,  and  hath  notibing  in  me.'' 
We  have  enough  to  invite  him,  embrace  him, . 
and  to  entertain  him  too;  we  have  the  outward 
man,  the  body ;  and  the  old  man,  who  is  en- 
mity.    Brides,  the  nisw  in^  which  is  Ipve^  not . 
Qur  love  but  God's  love,  not  pur  loye  to  God, 
but  his  love  to  us:  this  is  the  n^w  man,  and^ 
ipust  be  if  charity  belie veth  all  things,  faopetli* 
a}l  things,  beareth  all  things,  eqdur^th  aU  thuigs,^ 
apd  rejoicetjti  iq  th#  truth,  is  not  puffed  up,  andv 
thinke^  no  evil.    This  is  the  new  man,  whidj. 
the  old  pan  persecutes, ,  which  the  world  hates,' 
and  which  is  the  genuine  olFspring^  of  the  Kin^ 
^f  kings,  and  a  sweet  onp  he  is. 

Evpryour's, 

W.H,  as. 

-  «-•  • ' «  •* 


I  »»  ■  >  r- 


LETTER    XXXIII. 

I  HAVi:  finished  the  qopy  of  the  sermon  yeu 
mention,  and  with  it  qay  thoughts  on  two  texti 
more ;  one  is,  ^^  The  fields  ar^  ^hite  already  to 
h^rve$|; ;"  and  the  other}  '^  At  our  gates  are  all 
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mfilftriMf  rf  lrui«s>,  ri«^fr  a!h<l  oW:''  bttt  wy  hand 
teiftgr  umtftidyy  I  get  dj^  but  slowly. 

ijl0L  ^6k  I  lidd  2t  ihosfi  ^fHg;ufar  acd6>ant  ^'m 
aly^rt^man,;a;  couriWi^nRfti,  a  native  ^f  B.  lA 
Keirt  ^  be  was  high  in  profession  ambk^  a  mialt 
compsMly .  tfeewi  Hfe  g6t  hd W  of  onfe  of^  liiy  books, 
aiidi  tJhk)  iSta^»  hiiil.  to  the  git)iiild,  dfld'  hJs  pi^ofes- 
dm  fill'  b^foi^the  ark  ;  h*  theh^  Waged  war,  or 
Iftto^wolf,'  fell  Ibipl  df  the  floftk,  and^  tJie- shep- 
hkvitx^o:  a*  liharp  battle » ensued,  but'  hd  would- 
Bcfeher»^iv6 -Way;  nor  give  up.     H^S  6aine  to 
ILondoii'  m  live/  ^d  tt>  hi^ar  m^,  ahd  fHough  hii* 
iira«>^way^ou«J  of  ifayisight,  yet  it  sd*nis  I  ftflP 
oa'lm^^  aiid  tiot  lik«  oiie  that  beats  ilhe^uipj'  for* 
cMeiy  strdke  tiotd,  bdn^^  iipoli=  that  pi^'V  already 
gkllcfdi     At'  last  he  gaive^  way^*  and^  il^d  into' 
Qoftkin^aiH^ire,^  attd  I  k<^t'  tM  fi^ldl     Here 
providMide  fto^wn^d;  pidUHt  failed^  cxmscifence^ 
flogged,  and  he  canilS^  batik  dgitib;^ 

He  no  soofi^r  appeared  on  the  stage,  but^ 
accdtdiin^  to*  his  account,  I  fell  on  him  again, 
and  beat  him  on  the  old  sore  place ;  not  only  for 
former  oifences,  but  for  rujouaingr  away  also  in. 
the  day  of  battle.  Nevertheless*  h(p  stood  his 
ground,  got  work  in  townr  under  aiFadvocate  .of 
Winchester's,  who,  lampooned  me  all  the  week 
Ibtig  as  bad  a«  I  did  Hiih  dn'theSittidays/  At 
last  Htf^^g^ve  grburid  agaitf  and  fled,  aiirfl  kept 
tfee  fiteld  a-  second  ti^ei  Hts^fatTier  Kttl  a^Kttld 
'jfeiaAey,^  hi$  riidth^r  uTid«isto6d^  la<je,    and-  all 
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thifee  s^  off  toNorthamptoar,  and  set  upf in  Aab^ 
tmsiness ;.  he  and  his  mother  travelled  to  biiy  ito 
lace^  and  hell  followed'  him.  They  traded  until 
all  vTds  gone;  the  father  mged^.  ther  mMftiet^ 
g^ieved^  and  the  son  fainted  and  failed* 

Back  they  came  againy  the  father  got  itStSt  » 

superinttsmknt's^lacje  iil  ai  doal-wharf^  the  me^ 

ther  into  lodgings^  amd  the  son  cartreand  a^c^r^ 

on  the  stage  ^ain ;  not  that  !•  should  see  hii^<,^ 

for  he  took  carei  of  that     Nevertheless  I-  hit 

him  again,  and  we  had  several  despemte  itnilH^ 

more ;  at  last  he  fainted,,  and  fell  to  the'groinKJ^ 

through  loss,  of  blood,  and  want  of  breath ;  nor 

would  he  get  up,  nor  would  he  rebel  any  more, 

nor  would  h^  fry  to  run  away,  nor  would  he 

strike  a  stroke  mare  if  I  killed'^  him.     At  this 

time  his  Second  came  in,  and  picked  him  up, 

srtandiitg:arrthte-  right^hStt*  o^  tfhtepobiS'tt)^  save 

liim  from  tfi>5se  th^t-  condettlft^  Md'  ^Aii-     Hfe« 

I  hJid  tWQK  to  witHsfaBfd  flie'^  and'^  aJ  tfeif*,  tM 

€cbiforter  wtas  not  fUr  off ;  so  ujfeii-thifeJ  it  see^lj 

B  gave  over,  and  w€f  eiidfed  ilP  cool  Wo6#,*  asitf 

not  in  the  Imm  rtP  anger; 

Wtiea  r  loDfeed^ttpori^  hfe>  rflddj^cdttfetteAftiW? 

I^was  afittonishedr^  ix>r  he^  i^^lMt  ia  stri{:diilg',  tM't 
ai  man  bf  war  from  niy  youthv  His*  ^€Sl|ftlflSi 
were  carnal;  and  ifiine'  mighty  thWtigh*  God^ 
yet>this  insignifieaot'  rascal  owned;  ikitli  rtfaJlty 
ttws,  that  he' had  withstood^  nie'  fot*  stie  ytAWf^ 
however  my  weapons- brbtee^NMylWheMtf  Mil 
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akin.  And  thiis  the  physician  has  healed  the 
bones  that  have  been  broken,  yet  should  he  ever 
dare  to  commence  hostilities  a  second  time,  one 
stroke  from  my  weapons  wonld  make  them  all 
come  to  pieces  again ;  this  I  know  by  blessed 
experience.  -  His  words  are  weighty,  savoury, 
and  unctuous  ;  and  I  find  a  double  love  to  him, : 
being  my  countryman  in  a  double  sense,  and  I 
belike  a  genuine  offspring  of  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem;  a  noble  vine,  wholly  b.  right  seed, 
and  one  that  cannot  degenerate  into  a  strange 

4ip*    My  respects  to  alL   . 

W.  H.  S.S; 


ri  1      I  m  • 


■'    ■     :    ■   LETTER  XXXIV. 

r  • 

Thine  epistle  came  to  hand,  but  I  have 
such  a  cold  and  cough  that  I  cannot  write.  I 
w(Hider  not  at  the  young  ma^'s  dream.  Our 
poor  dear  King  is  very  ill,  the  death  of  his 
darling  has  quite  overset  him.  He  is  the  anointed 
of  the  Lord,  the  breath  of  our  nostrils,  under 
whose  shado)V  we  dwell  among  the  heathen. 
Wheii  he  goes,  I  fear  the  power  of  the  holy 
people  will  be  scattered ;  no  more  tolerations  for 
us,  Jhe  papists  will  come  into  power,  and 
regain  the  outer  court-— the  dead  protestants ;  and 
when  they  get  the  national  church,  the  congre- 
gational m^st  be  exposed. 
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When  I  was  last  in  the  North,  I  dreamed  I 
was  at  the  head  of  a  large  party,  which  party 
was  all  behind  me,  disputing  with  a  number  of 
desperate  men,  with  large  crouds  behind  them ; 
and  suddenly  a  large  rock  sprung  out  of  the 
ground,  and  I  pointed  to  it,  saying,  '  That  is 
for  us,  look  at  that,'  and  at  which  they  seemed 
abashed.  I  awoke,  and  soon  after  fell  asleep 
again,  and  dreamed  again  the  same  dream,  until 
the  rock  rose  up  as  before,  to  which  I  pointed  a 
second  time.  My  foes  seemed  again  confounded, 
and  I  awoke  with  these  words,  sounding  both 
in  heart  and  ears ;  "  Thou  hast  been  honourable, 
and  I  have  loved  thee.** 

In  the  spring  last,  I  dreamed  that  myself  and 
another  were  burnt  at  a  stake.  As  soon  as  I 
came  to  the  place  a  most  beautiful  woman,  most 
gaily  attired,  with  a  handsome  face,  but  vicious 
appearance^  looked  and  grinned  at  me  from  be- 
hind a  splendid  curtain :  when  she  hajd  glutted 
her  eyes  she  withdrew,  and  I  saw  her  no  more. 
I  concluded  she  was  the  whore  of  Babylon,  who 
will  not  grin  long,  and  when  she  goes  it  will  be 
for  good  and  all.  I  saw  the  remains  of  myself 
and  friend  lav  on  the  earth,  black  as  a  coal,  and 
not  bigger  thai^  two  geese,  which  I  thought  was 
the  departed  soul's  view  of  the  body's  last  re- 
mains, and  then  I  awoke. 

AH  ranks  and  classes  of  worshippers  are  paving 
the  pope's  way,   church  folks,  anninians:  seci- 
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^im9,  ftBjd  all  sorts  of  dead  dissenters*  And 
thests  9haU  find  it  as  th^  Jews  did,  who  a^ 
tjiirsted  for  idvl  worship;  but  N^buchadoeiiizar's 
iip^^  i»  Pvra,  when  they  must  either  fall  down 
4)r,go  into  the  furnace,  six^keued  them.  And  so 
these  who  are  i^a^ting  up  tlie  way  for  the  man  of 
$i;Q,  shall  h/aye  their  ill,  for  ail  shall  worship 
ji^^i,  whose  names  are  not  found  written  in  the 
l^inb  s  book  of  life :  and  wo  to  tlaem  that  wor- 
,^Iiip  this  bea^^,  for  they  shall  dxink  of  the  wrath 
of  die  Atoighty.  Thus  all  sorts  of  professors 
fA^l  ha^t^en  the  daughter  of  the  witn^ses,  and 
t^ls  slaughter  t^ti^  ripen  them  £c>r  ruin.  But 
there  is  a  heavy  storm  coming  on  I  fear^  and  not 
.9  few  are  taki^t  and  are  still  taking  from  the 
eviJ  to  came. 

God  bless  yoM  all. 

S.S. 


I^ETTER  XXXV. 

August  7,.  1795.     Churph  Street,  Faddingtpti. 

It  com^  tQ  inform  you  that  I  am  to  be  at 
Lewes  next  Sunday  se'nnight,  the  l6th  injstant, 
to  preach  there  three  tinges  on  that  day,  and  on 
the  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  even- 
io^s  follpwing,  if  Q<fd  perniit,  when  and  where 
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I  hope  to  see  brptljer  W.  }  h^^ye  bfjen  very 
pporly  for  some  time,  and  am  but  w/eji^  and 
fepble  now,  Jt)ut,  "  |?lesf  the  Lpr4,  O  ipy  souf^ 
ap4  ^of^^t  ^<>t^  ^11  ^^^s  benefits  ^^'  and  fpr  a  gopd 
hop^  through  grace  among  the  many  undeserved 
^nci  unexpected  favours  bestowed  pn  the  least  of 
all  his  creaaures,  and  the  chief  of  all  sinners. 

^e  leaves  me  not  without  a  witness,  nbr  without 
an  evidence,  nor  without  a  token  for  good,  nor 
withQjit  a  providence,  nor  without  light,  nor 
^ithput  life,  all  of  which  are  new  covenant 
bl,es§ing§,  and  bear  a  lasting  dat^. 

Faithful  are  th§  covenant-ma.kers,  ^nd  the 
^oinpax:t  is  wpU  executed,  ratified,  an4  cpn- 
firijT^^d,  by  t^e  coyeniant  hea4 :  th^  blessings  4II 
ffee,  all  safe,  and  a;ll  sure ;  all  yea,  and  alj  an^en, 
from  end  to  pnd.  The  bond  of  it  is  God's  eter- 
i^^l  Ipye^  the  legacies,  grace  and  glory;  th^ 
hgifs  of  i^  predestinated  to  the  adpption  of 
sffj^^;  thj?  don^tpr,  Gpd  the  Father;  the  testa- 
tor, who  confirmed  it  by  death,  Jesus  Christ; 
the  execjitpr  §nd  distribiitpr  of  the  legacies,  the 
Holy  Ghost;  the  promise  sure  to  all  the  seed. 
The  way  into  the  bond  of  this  covenant,  is  under 
the  rod ;  the  gate  of  entrance,  is  Christ ;  the 
act  of  entering,  is  believing;  the  blessings  then 
enjoyed  are  joy  and  peace. 

This  is,  the  covenant  of  gmce,  because  it  ex- 
hibijts  apd  reveals  the  everlasting  love  df  God, 
and  air  the  blessed  fruits  and  effects  of  it.     A 
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covexaxit  of  life^  because  life  is  the  great  atid 
grand  blessing  of  it,  and  because  life  and  imihorta^ 
lity  are  brought  to  light  by  it.  It  id  the  covenant 
of  peace,  because  peace,  reconciliation,  and  friend-^ 
ship  through  Christ,  are  revealed  in  it,  and  held 
forth  by  it.     It  is  the  better  covenant,  holding 
forth  the  greatest  and  best  things.     The  cove* 
nant  of  promise,  because  all  the  blessings  of  it 
are  freely  given.    The  brotherly  covenant,  that 
brings  us  as  sons  to  the  elder  brother,  and  fiiakes 
us   joint  heirs  with  him.      Tlie  covenant  of 
royalty  that  makes  us  kings ;  the  covenant  of 
an  everlasting  priesthood,  that  makes  us  priests 
unto  God ;  and  the  covenant  of  wedlock,  by 
which  we  are  betrothed  for  ever  in  righteotisness, 
faithfulness,  tender  mercy,  and  loving-kiiidnes^ 
joined  to  the  Lord,  and  one  spirit  with  him. 
But  I  must  stop,  or  else  my  cruse  will  run  till 
there  will  not  be  a  vessel  more,  or  at  least  no- 
thing to  fill  it     God  bless  you  all.    Amen,  and 

amen. 

Wm.  HUNTINGTON- 


i  I    III    Hssae 


/ 


LETTER  XXXVL 

To  Mrs.  H. 

Well  Mary,  how  do  you  do?  Is  it  well 
with  thee?  is  it  well  with  thy  husband?  is  it 
well  with  the  children?    "Say  ye  to  the  righ- 
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teous  it  shall  be  well  with  him'.'*  Oh!  the 
spotless  robe,  the  brilliant  garment^  the  bridal 
attirq,  the  soul-adorning  vesture,  which  the 
heavenly  bridegroom  hath  wrought  out  for  those 
that  trust  in  him  before  the  sons  of  men  He 
came  forth  as  a  bridegroom  from  his  chamber, 
and  rejoiced  as  a  giant  to  run  a  race.  He  saf^ 
the  darling  of  his  soul  in  the  ruins  of  the  fall,  a 
prey  in  the  den  of  dragons,  exposed  to  the 
vengeance  of  heaven,  bound  hand  and  foot  in  the 
chains  of  guilt,  and  led  captive  by  the  worst  of 
foes.  He  saw  the  airy  heavens  swarming  with 
devils,  and  the  dark  places  of  the  earth  filled 
with  violence,  and  with  the  habitations  of 
cruelty.  He  considered  the  infernal  legions  be 
had  to  encounter,  and  the  malicious  tribes  he  had 
to  oppose.  He  saw  the  infinite  breach  that  was 
open  between  God  and  man ;  but  in  this  gap  he 
saw  no  man,  and  he  wondered  there  was  no  in- 
tercessor ;  but  his  own  arm  must  bring  salvation^ 
and  his  own  righteousness  must  sustain  him. 

Pity  to  his  spouse  moved  him,  and  indignation 
at  his  foes  roused  him ;  the  day  of  vengeance 
rose  up  in  his  heart,  and  the  year  of  his  redeemed 
appeared  in  view,  Isai.  Ixiii.  4.  "  He  put  on 
righteousness  as  a  breastplate,  and  a  helmet  of 
salvation  upon  his  head ;  and.  he  put  on  the  gar- 
ments of  vengeance  for  clothing,  and  was  clad 
with  zeal  as  a  cloke,"  Isai.  lix.  17-  His  per- 
petual and  spotless  obedience  added  strength  to 
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his  invincible  breastplate,  and  every  victory 
^dded  lustre  to  his  helmet..  The  crooked  serpent 
felt  the  dint  of  his  sword,  and  the  lighting  down 
of  his  arm  distributed  the  indignation  of  his 
anger ;  the  Vengeance  of  his  garments  filled  his 
cfnemies  with  terilor,  while  his  zeal  swallowed 
him  up:  he  wounded  the  infernal  head  over 
divers  countries.  The  objects  of  his  choice 
bowed  to  his  sceptre  when  they  felt  the  arrows 
of  his  quiver,  and  received  truth,  meekness  and 
righteousness,  while  the  right  hand  of  his  god- 
head shewed  the  manhood  terrible  things.  His 
conflicts  were  not  attended  with  a  confiised 
noise,  nor  in  garments  rolled  in  blood,  but  with 
burning  and  fuiel  of  fire.  The  corrupt  trees 
became  the  fuel  of  his  wrath,  but  his  purifying 
furnace  was  in  Zion ;  by  fire  and  by  sword  did  he 
plead  with  all  flesh,  and  the  slain  of  the  Lord  was 
many :  and  by  the  sword  of  his  mouth,  and  the 
breath  of  his  lips,  was  that  slaughter  made. 

He  went  forth  for  the  salvation  of  his  people, 
yea,  God  the  Father  went  forth  for  salvation 
with  his  anointed,  and  he  divided  him  a  portion 
with  the  great,  and  a  spoil  with  the  strong  man 
dxmed.  And  though  often  sunk  with  sorrows 
and  acquainted  with  grief,  yet  he  shall  drink  of 
the  brook  in  the  way,  and  therefore  shall  he  lift 
up  his  head,  and  pursue  his  victories ;  for  every 
time  that  he  drank  of  that  brook,  the  power  of 
the  Lord  was  present  to  heal,  and  of  course 
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sofne  Conquests  vrere  made,  and  the  subjects  of ^ 
his  kiftgdom  were  increased.  Nor  did  he  ever 
•quit  tlie  fidd  xyf  action  till  satan,  sin,  and  deal!h 
vrete  subdued,  and  many  of  his  subjects  wer'e 
fed  to  feel  their  enemies  overthrow,  and  to 
.triumfih  in  the  victory.  He  led  captivity  cap- 
tix^e,  and  he  received  gifts  for  all  rebels  that 
came  over  to  his  standard,  and  ever  since,  the 
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Lord  God  has  dwelt  among  men. 

But  bless  him,  he  shall  appear  the  second  time, 
and  dethrone  all  the  principalities  of  satan,  the 
prince  of  l9ie  power  of  the  air ;  the  fear,  the  pit, 
and  the  snare.  The  wrath  of  the  law  that  ex- 
cites fear,  and  the  bottomless  pit,  and  those  to 
whom  the  Lord  Jesus  hath  been  a  snare  and  a 
trap,  will  all  he  revealed  and  brought  to  light, 
for  the  windows  of  heaven  shall  open,  and  the 
foundatiotis  of  the  earth  shall  shake.  The  earth 
$hali  break,  dissolve,  and  move  exceedin^y ;  the 
earth  shall  reel  to  and  fto,  and  be  moved  fike  a 
cottage,  under  her  load  of  transgressions,  atid 
it  shall  fall  and  never  rise  again-*— then  shalH  all 
tJic  infernal  potentates  be  punished,  and  widked 
princes  of  the  earth  with  them.  "  And  it  ^hall 
come  to  pass  in  tliat  day,  that  the  Lord  shdl 
punish  the  host  of  the  high  ones  that  are  on 
high  ;''/this  punishment  is  a  vral  of  wrath  on  the 
ait,  on  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  Hev. 
xvi.  17:  the  last  vial  tiestroys  the  devils,  and 
Binds  them  a  thousand  years. 
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'^  And  he  shall  punish  the  kings  of  the  earth 
upon  the  earth ;"  this  is,  putting  down  all  rule^ 
all  authority,  and  all  power.  ^^  And  they  shall 
.  be  gathered  together,  as  prisoners  are  gathered 
into  the  pit,  and  shall  be  shut  up  in  the  prison," 
and  remain  there  a  thousand  years ;  '^  and  after 
many  days  shall  they  be  visited ;"  after  a  thou. 
,sand  years,  "  they  shall  be  brought  forth  to  the 
day  of  wrath,"  Job  xxi.  SO.  Then  shall  the 
bright  luminaries  of  heaven  vail  their  rays,  when 
."  The  righteous  shall  shine  forth  as  the  sun,  in 
the  glory  of  their  Father's  kingdom.'*  Then 
shall  appear  Adam  and  £ve^  Noah,  Abraham, 
Isaac  and  Jacob ;  David,  Solomon,  and  all  the 
forefathers  of  Christ  after  the  flesh,  who  in  a 
literal  sense  are  older  than  he.  ^'  Then  the  moon 
shall  be  confounded  and  the  sun  ashamed ;''  but 
Oh,  what  follows !  "  When  the  Lord  of  hosts 
shall  reign  in  mount  Zion  and  in  Jerusalem,  and 
before  his  ancients  gloriously."  Read  Isai.  xxiv. 
17— S3 ;  and  compare  with  Revelations,  the  six* 
teenth  chapter. 

Mary,  I  have  taken  an  unusual  flight,  that 
few,  very  few  in  our  days,  can  pursue.  "  The 
way  is  above  to  the  wise,  that  we  may  depart 
from  hell  beneath."  Tender  my  kind  and  best 
respects  to  my  dear  Brother,  to  brother T,  his 
wife,  and  to  all  that  favour  the  righteous  cause 
of  the  Son  of  God,  is  the  constant  prayer  of, 

W.  II.  s*  s. 
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LETTER  XXXVII. 


TO  Mr.  B. 


I  YESTERDAY  received  my  dear  friend's 
letter,  and  am  sorry  to  find  him  so  low;  but 
whether  we  ascend  the  mount  or  descend  the 
valley,  or  our  feet  stand  on  the  even  place,  God 
works  his  own  will  in  all  these.     On  the  mount 
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we  may  speak  wisdom  in  a  mystery,  in  the  valley 
become  weak  to  the  weak,  on  an  even  place 
confirm  the  churches ;  if  in  chains  speak  to  them 
under  the  law.  We  must  not  judge  of  our 
success  by  our  frames ;  comfort  doth  not  perform 
the  whole  work  on  mount  Zion,  but  crowns  it. 
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Sons  of  thunder,  and  sons  of  oil,  are  both  in 
God's  hands,  nor  are  all  prospects  confined  to  the 
hills.  You  read  of  the  valley  of  vision,  where 
deep  things  are  discovered  out  of  darkness,  and 
the  shadow  of  death  brought  to  light,  by  being 
turned  into  the  morning ;  and  it  is  here  that  the 
morning  star  appears,  the  first  harbinger  of 
glory.  Some  rays  of  the.  sun  succeed^  and  on 
the  beams  hereof  we  ascend  the  mountains  of 
rocks,  to  see  the -King  in  his  beauty;  but  when 
these  beams  of  his  chambers  are  withdrawn,  the 
old  vail  closes  again,  to  inform  us  that  he  who 
dwell  eth  in  the  light  no  mortal  can  approach,  no 
eye  hath  seen,  nor  can  see. 


He  who  only  hath  immortality,  is  separate 
from  sinaersy  the  prince  of  this  world  hath 
nothing  in  him }  yet  all  believing  dinners  are  one 
with  him,  and  one  in  him,  though  the  prince  of 
this  world  hath  so  much  in  us,  for,  **  Who  shall 
separate  us  from  the  love  pf  Christ  }^  Oh^  the 
gloomy  add  dismal  vail  that  hangs  so  heavy  over 
tis  t  this  makes  darkness  tbe  I«iord's  pavilion, 
nevertheless  his  goodness  passes  before  us.  In 
this  we  see  his  back  parts,  *^  But  my  face  shall 
tot  be  seen  ;**  so  it  was  under  the  law,  but  not  so 
bad  under  the  gospel  He  there  shone  on  Moses* 
face,  this  glory  was  skin  deep,  the  skin  of  Moses* 
face  did  shine;  but  all  these  were  shadows,  and 
liot  so  much  as  the  image  of  the  things.  But 
Christ  is  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  the 
engraved  image  of  his  person  !  And  the  gospel 
is  a  glass  which  reflects  a  more  exact  likeness 
than  all  the  images  of  the  Sculptor,  or  the  por- 
traits of  the  Limner,  or  all  the  types  of  the 
eeremoniat  law,  and  f6r  this  reason-—! — ^tbe 
^peti  and  saving  visions  of  faith,  under  the 
gospel,  ^tt  no  less  than  a  divine  exhibition  of 
the  most  sacred  Trinity,  whieh  under  the  law 
was  kr^ofrn  by  word,  but  very,  very  dimly  with 
fespect  to  vision. 

Observe  the  apostle,  Moses  put  on  a  vail, 
but  we  not  so,  but  with  open  face.  God  shone 
upon  Moses*  face,  but  he  shines  into  our  heart, 
to  give  us  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory 
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of  God,  io  the  fiiee  <rf  Jesus  Christ;  «fid  while 
we  look,  as  through  a  glass  darkly,  we  are  changed 
into  the  same  ioiage,  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by 
theS^ritof  the  Lord:  there  is  the  tight,  know^ 
Jedge,  and  glory  of  the  Father;  the  face  of 
Jeapa;  aiid  die  transforming  operations  of  the 
Spiril*  J  often  look  back  at  this^  weep,  moan, 
and  struggle  to  break  forth,  but  all  in  i^ain ;  for 
we  are  surrounded  with  corruption,  and  blinded 
by  the  devil.  These  are  the  grave-clothes  that 
keep  us  down,  and  the  napidn  Ibft  keeps  us 
blind :  and  if  we,  who  are  to  feed  others,  are 
indulgedi  permitted  to  soar  and  ascend  the 
mount,  the  lads  and  asses  abide  at  the  foot  of 
the  hiU,  while  we  ascend  to  worship. 

Christ  came  down  from  the  mount  of  transfigu- 
-ration  when  he  preached  to  the  people,  and  cast 
out  devils.  Moses  must  descend  to  speak  to 
Israel,  who  were  almost  dead  at  the  light  of  his 
countenance,  till  he  wrapped  his  face  in  a 
•mantie.  What  we  crave,  the  wicked  shun ;  we 
wish  bis  presence  to  go  with  us,  when  the  wicked 
perish  at  the  presence  of  Ood.  In  short,  all 
things  combine  to  keep  us  down,  the  weakn^s 
ftnd  darkness  of  the  people,  thei)r  want  of 
spiritual  senses  to  discern,'  their  dull  ears  and 
'  gross  hearts  keep  us  lying  among  the  pots ;  for, 
get  the  wings  of  the  dove,  and  you  are  out  of 
«ight,  the  preacher  is  hid  m  a  corner ;  and  if  at 
any  tim<e  we  do  see  eye  to-eye,  it  is  when  we  are 
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^1  wrapped  in  the  cloud  together.  My  poor  dear 
Jenkins  is  gone,  but  God  has  given  me  one 
more,  who  seems  to  be  after  my  own  heart. 
God  prosper  him,  bless  him,  and  be  with  him, 
this  b  the  prayer  and  desire  of. 

Thine  affectionate  Brother,  Friend  and  Servant, 

THE  GOALHEAVEH. 


LETTER  XXXVIIL 


IVe  got  safe  home  ou  Thursday,  about  two 
o'clock,  and  what  I  have  often  observed  came  to 
pass.  On  my  journey  to  Lewes,  and  from 
thence  to  the  Wells,  I  know  not  when  I  have 
been  more  indulged  with  the  sensible  presence  of 
God ;  such  sweet,  soft,  humbling,  and  meekening 
sensations,  as  are  not  in  the  general  upon  old 
professors,  in  such  abounding  degrees.  I  saw 
more  beauty  in  a  tree,  a  field,  or  in  an  animal, 
than  in  all  the  artificial  works  of  men*s  hands, 
in  all  the  houses  I  passed :  Solomon  in  all  his 
glory  never  matched  the  lily. 

But  the  Comforter  shews  us  things  to  come, 
for  God  spoke  once,  yea  twice,  and  I  perceived 
it^  that  this  was  a  supporting  cordial  against 
future  trouble;  a  day  of  adversity  would  follow 
this  prosperity :  I  attended  to  it,  and  expected 
it    On  -the  Sunday  I  preached «-— r-  but  on  the 
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Tuesday  such  a  violent  cold  and  fever/  and  such 
rheumatic  pains  in  my  hip,  that  I  could  not  well 
stand,  much  less  go.  On  Wednesday  so  hoarse 
that  I  could  not  preach,  but  was  obliged  to  take 
to  my  bed.  I  preached  yesterday,'  but  had  hard 
work  to  make  them  hear  me;  hdwever,  I  had 
a  glorious  time  in  the  evening  from  Matt  xxL  44  ; 
but  am  still  poorly  with  cold,  fever,  and  a  pain< 
in  the  chest,  arid  the  weather  is  very  unftivourable. 
for  invalids. 

I  was  thankful  to  bear,  that  the  Lord  owned 
his  word  by  so  unworthy,  and  so  despicable  aa 
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ambassador;  but  the  work  is  aU  bis  own,  and  hid 
ehurcb  is  his  workmanship^  and  it  is  well  for  us 
that  it  is  ^o.  The  papists  are  mustering  all  theiP 
force,  and  it  is  not  doubted  but  they  will  gain 
unlimited  power.     Ijove  to  all  friends. 

W.H; 


as 


LETTER  XXXIX. 

'    The  Cabiq.    Monday  morning.  ' 

YouR*s,  with  all  its  heavy  tidings,  came  to 
hand.  Many,  and  grievous  complaints  of  the 
same  kind,  have  been  brought  to  my  ears  in  the 
course  of  my  ininistry,  and  some  in  a  more 
emaciated  state  than  ever  you  was:  a  blacker 
catalogue   than   somie  at  Corinth  is  not  to  be 
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tmni*  However,  ve  do  not  want  to  lessen  o«r 
moBif  by  settii^  them  agaiost  either  Paul,  Ma^ 
nasseb,  or  Magdalen;  onr  sips  are  many,  and 
God  knows  they  are  exceeding  great,  but  the 
fountain  that  he  has  opened,  cleanses  from  all 
aiii.  Idolatry,  and  fellowship  with  a  familiar 
qpifit^  called  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  pkces, 
is  tb^  worst  of  all;  and  those  you  read  of  in  die 
Aet%  who  burnt  their  books  of  curious  arts, 
seem  to  be  of  this  stamp. 

I  have  nomr  been  accustomed  to  walk  the  hos- 
fiitalfl  for  thirty  years,  and  am  not  so  much 
terrified  at  ewry  report  of  a  perilous^  a  desperate, 
or  an  incurable  disease,  as  I  used  to  be.  I  have 
one  th^  sits  tmder  me  now,  a  female,  who  was 
alarmed,  and  sank  into  despair,  and  went  raving 
mad,  and  was  chained  down  in  a  madhouse,  and 
has  hard  warts  of  flesh  on  her  wrists  to  this  day, 
wrung  with  the  chains.  But  she  came  out  again, 
and  came  again  undier  me^  aad  atheea  she  got  her 
wound,  there  she  got  her  health,  and  belongs  to 
us  this  day.  I  know  another,  a  yoi^ng  man,  who 
ran  from  place  to  place  to.  hear  the  word,  but  I 
believe  went  where  the  truth  in  the  power  of  it 
was  not  known ;  .and  labouring  in  his  own  strength, 
%pd  gaining  no  grouiiid,  be  (tespaired  and  hung 
himself,  but  was  ctu  d<>wn  in  tune,  and  saved. 
And  soon  he  re^^lved^  and  to  work  against  »n 
and  salan,  flesh  and  bloody  be  went  again ;  but 
folding  sin  «tiU  reigned  in  hm»  and  despairing  ctf 
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$uccessi  he  cut  bis  throat  frdm  ear  to  ear;  hxm^ 
ever,  to  the  astonishment  of  every  one  that  ktmwt 
him,  be  survived  that 

And  afterwards  finding  his  terrors  besettipg 
him  afresh,  he  began  again,  but  in  his  owft 
strength,  and  sin  still  reigned  in  his  heart,  an4 
broke  put  in  spite  of  all  be  eould  do;  and  the» 
he  threw  himself  ou.t  of  a  hay-loft  window,  head 
foremost,  upon  a  sjtooe  pavement,  and  firactured 
his  skulU  He  lay  senseless  and  apee^^bless 
jnan;y  days :  and  after  all  this,  he  came  uodee 
that  despised  wretch,,  cal)ed  tbe  Coalhe^ver,  uni 
there  the  Lord  delivered  him.  He. came  ani 
offered  himself  to  join  us,  and  shewed  us  hia 
throat,  and  his.  bead,  and  bis  hands^  forhewM 
born  a  leper,,  and  used  to  wear  woollen  yaw 
gloves,  and  took  the  sacrament  in  them.  S0OQ 
after  be  fell  sick,  and  I  myself  visited  hiixi,  aod 
carried  him  now  and  then  a  few  shillings,  to  keep 
him  from  starving ;  and  he  continued  in  sweet  sub* 
missioisi,  and  blessed  Qod  for  tbe  Coalheaver  to 
tbe  last 

It  is  the  law,  aad  nothing  else,  that  has  entered 
thy  heart ;  its  work  is  to  discover,  sio,  and  mak/a 
it  exceeding  sinful ;  it  makes  the  ofiGe^e  aboiiG^^ 
and  being  spiritual  it  reaches  the  soul,  {t  ganders 
to  bondage,  fills  the  soul  with  servile  fear, 
ministers  death  and  condemnation,  and  work^.  tbo 
wrath  of  God  in  the  sinner.  Our  sin  takea  oo* 
casiop  by  this,  and  rouses  up  all  its  foulnesa  and 
/ilth  against  tbe  hoUii^ss  of  (rod  in  the  law ;  and 
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otir  enmity  against  God  exerts  itself  against  the 
wrath  of  God  revealed  in  the  law,  which  law 
worketh  wrath  in  us.  Self-pity,  and  unutterable 
enmity  against  the  Most  High,  was  what  the  law 
always  worked  in  me ;  and  from  this  inward  work 
proceeded  all  my  fruitless  schemes  of  trying  to 
get  into  non-existence,  or  else  above  the  Al- 
mighty, and  out  of  his  reach;  pushing  at  every 
▼ain  devised  corner,  just  as  the  prophet  decribes 
1^  like  a  wild  bull  in  a  net,  full  of  the  fury  and 
rebuke  of  the  Lord.  And  all  convictions 
wrought  by  the  law,  were  in  my  soul  dry, 
barren,  desperate,  black,  and  attended  with 
the  pains  of  hell :  no  contrition,  abasement, 
transient  ray,  real  desire,  hope  or  expectation, 
but  only  now  and  then,  and  they  momentary, 
and  always  came  from  another  quarter,  but 
never  from  the  law.  Nevertheless,  "  Blessed  is 
tbat  man  whom  thou  chastenest;  and  teacbest  hira 
out  of  thy  law  ;*'  for  none  else  need  a  Saviour. 

G.  tells  me  his  heart  is  not  honest;  in  one 
sense  it  may  not,  in  another  sense  it  is  honest 
By  the  heart  is  often  -  meant  the  conscience, 
according  to  John :  *^  If  our  heart  condemn  us, 
God  is  greater  than  our  hear^  and  knoweth 
all  things;  Beloved,  if  our  heart  condemn  us 
not,  then  have  we  confidence  towards  God/* 
If  we  consider  conscience  as  *  a  magistrate 
armed,  enlightened,  stirred  up,  authorised  and 
commissioned,  empowered  and  emboldened  to 
do  justice,  to  magnify  his  office ;  to  pursue  us, 
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apprehend  us/  take  us  up,  bold  us  fast,  and 
condemn  us,  and  all  our  best  performances ;  cer* 
tain  I  am  that  conscience  is  of  God's  side,  jirorks 
with  the  law,  and  in  bis  office  acts  an  honest  part; 
much  better  than  Paul's,  when  it  persuaded  him 
be  ought  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the  name 
of  Jesus;  and  better  than  theirs  Christ  speaks 
of,  Whosoever  killeth  you  will  think  they  do  God 
service — thoughts  and  conscience  were  far  from 
bonesty  in  both  them. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


LETTER  XL. 


My  dearly  beloved  Companion  in  travail. 

Be  thou  now  a  follower  of  me^  as  I  am . 
going  before,  **  Cast  up,  cast  up  the  highway:" 
Christ  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life;  "  No 
man  cometh  to  the  Father  but  by  me,"  John  xiv..6. 
To  cast  up  this  way  is  to  set  Christ  as  crucified 
before  sinners,  and  to  make  the  whole  bible  to 
testify  of  him.  "  Gather  out  the  stones :".  this  is 
to  shew  that  no  .hardened  apostates  nor  impos- 
tors, ever  got  into  this  way,  so  that  we  need.  not. 
stumble, rat  their  apostacy.  "Take  up  the 
stumbling-blocks;"  that  is  to  make^hose  passages 
plain,  which  weak  believers  stagger  at. 

"  Every  valley  shall  be  exalted  :"  the  worst 
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Valley  isy  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  deatb^ 
liere  nothing  but  destruction  is  felt  and  feared  ; 
bttt  ifbeh  tiie  sun  of  righteousness  arises  and 
abiaeSy  <the  shadow  of  death  is  turned  into  the 
morning :  ^^  Thou  turnest  roan  to  destruction,"' 
Shat  is  the  shadow  of  death ;  ^'  and  then  sayest^ 
Return  ye  children  of  men  '^  that  is  the  oiorti* 
ha^  "^^  £very  mountain  and  hill  shall  be  brought . 
l0wr  The  highest  mountain  is  election,  called 
a  mountain  of  brass ;  when  love  comes,  this  moun** 
tain  is  brought  down  to  us,  and  we  know  our 
election  of  God.  Christ  is  the  mountain  of 
the  Lord's  house,  the  rock  that  is  higher  than 
we ;  but  when  faith  comes,  then,  ^^  Thou  hast 
set  my  feet  upon  a  rock,  and  established  my  go* 
ings  :**  "  I  believed,  therefore  have  I  spoken," 
PsaL  cxvi.  10. 

And  now  having  passed  from  death  to  life  by 
Jaith,  and  faith  having  fixed  itself  above,  in 
Christ  Jesus,  the  ways  that  we  travel  take  their 
names  from  the  grace  of  God  found  in  our 
hearts  •  hence  it  Is  said  that,  "  The  way  of  life 
is  above  to  the  wise,  that  he  may  depart  from  hell 
beneath.'*  Faith  in  the  imputed  righteousness  of 
Christ,  which  justifies  Us  freely  from  all  things, 
gives  our  path  another  name:  *^The  path  of  th^ 
just  is  as  the  shining  light,  that  shineth  more  and 
inore  unto  the  perfect  day,"  Prov.  iv.  18.  And, 
'*  Being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  witii 
God,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  Ron),  v.  I; 


95 

this  gives  another  oame  to  our  path :  ^^  Wisdom^s 
ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness^  and  all  fa^  paths 
are  peace.'"   - 

Faith  (that  always  works  by  loYe,)  and  love  vk 
the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  this  puts  another  title 
on  our  way :  **  I  will  run  the  way  of  thy  com- 
mandmentSy  when  thou  shalt  enlarge  my  heart  ;^ 
*^  Charity  is  the  more  excellent  way.''  Beii^ 
partakers  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  and  having 
put  on  the  new  man  of  grace,  which  is  created 
in  righteousness  and  true  holiness^  our  path  is 
styled  the  way  of  holiness :  **  The  unclean  shall 
not  pass  over  it,  but  the  redeemed  shall  walk 
there.  And  the  wayfaring  men  though  fdob,  shall 
not  err  therein,"  Isai  xxxv.  8,  9,  10. 

W.H. 


LETTER  XLL 


TO  MR.  T. 
Dear  Friend, 

I  HAD  no  sootier  sent  off  my  last  to  you, 
then  I  received  one  from  you,  I  think  it  was 
about  two  hours  after.  I  have  been  for  these 
three  months  hard  at  work,  writing  a  book, 
which  has  swelled  to  a  much  larger  bulk  than 
I  expected  ;  however,  I  hope  shortly  to  finish  it« 
I  was  very  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and  shall  be 
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glad  to  see  you  at  any  time,  and  you  are  dlvr^s 
.ivelcome  to  any  conversation  with  me.  I  btess 
my  God  my  health  is  purely,  considering  my  ^ge 
and  hard  labour :  hbwever,  a  good  God  encou- 
rages me  much  in  it,  by  sending  vast  numbers  to 
hear  the  word,  and.  by  owning  and  blessing  it  not 
to  a  few,.^hich  is.a  sore  grief  to  ray  adversaries; 
but  Godwin  WQrk,;aHd  none  shall  liinder  it 

Those  that  know  the  plague  of  the  human 
heart,  and  the  wiles  of  satan,  wilt  ever  thank  God 
for  sending  me ;  and  the  Lord  says,  ^'  The 
ivhole  need  not  the  physician,  but  those  that  are 
sick/'  .  Those  that  are  at  ease  will  never  approve 
of  me,  nor  will  God  approve  of  them,  for  he 
sent  his  Son  to  seek  and  save. them  that  are  lost, 
and  to  call  sinners  to  repentence.  Never  were 
my  chapels  fuller  than  now,  which  is  taken  notice 
of  by  almost  all  observers.  Farewell;  the 
Doctor  sends  his  kind  respects ;  and  both  the 
little  ones,  who  are  very  well,  join  me  in  love 
and  respects. 

W.  H.  S.  S. 


J.  Innes,  Frin^,  Wellt<«ir«et,  Oxford-street,  Londoa. 
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To  the  Congregations  at  Trovidence  Chapel^ 
Monkwell  Street^  and  Richmond 

in  Surry. 


-  Dear  Brethren  and  Sisters  in  Christy 

Gtrace  and  peace  be  multiplied.  I  here  send 
you  what  you  desired,  after  a  long  and  impatient 
waiting  for  it  A  multijilicity  of  engagements 
^  made  the  wheels  drag  so  heavily,  or  else  I  should 
have  been  with  you  before  now ;  besides,  part  of 
the  subject  being  a  matter  of  much  debate,  it 
took  me  the  more  time  in  laying  all  to  the  rule; 
that,  as  there  was  nothing  crooked  or  perverse 
intended,  so  nothing  crooked  and  perverse  ^may 
appear:  Putting  the  discourse  since  delivered  from 
Rom.  viii.  3,  4,  as  a  supplement  to  this,  would 
look  too  much  like  a  garment  of  linen  and  woollen, 
together;  yet,  to  oblige  you,  I  have  scattered  here 
and  there  a  little,  some  in, the  warp  and  some  in 
the  woof,  that  it  might  come  out  all  of  apiece^ 
May  the  Lord  give  you  eyes  to  see  for  yourselves ;  ^ 
and,  as  it  contains  what  I  believe  to  be  real  gqspel, 
and  what  some  call  dangerous  errors,  I  hope  you 
wiU  try  it  by  the  same  rule  that  I  did;  and,  if  it 
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t 

lies  straight  with  that,  msy  the  promised  blessings 
attend  it,  and  the  readers  of  it  "  As  many  as  walk 
according  to  this  rule,  peace  be  on  them,  and 
mercy,  and  upon  the  Israel  of  God." 


^ 


Amen,  says  thy  willing  servant  t»  command, 


W.H. 


A    SERMON. 


RoMA^KS  iii-  31* 

'^  Dp  we  then  make  void  the  l^w  through  fakh?  God 
forbid;  y€a>  we  e;sta.blisb  the  law/* 


JL  HE  Apostle,  having  been  slanderously  reported 
for  preaching  up  free  grace,  and  unconditional 
fialvation  through  faith  in  Christ,  endeavours  to 
vindicate  his  evangelical  doctrine  against  their 
false  charge^  and  to  stop  the  mouths  of  his  legal 
accusjers.  He  insisted  upon  it  that  the  truth  of 
God  had  abounded  to  the  glory  of  God  by  his 
ministry,  whether  he  was  a  true  preacher  or  a  false 
on^ ;  and,  as  the  truth  of  God  had  abounded  to 
God's  glory:  by  hiii,  he  oi^ght  not  tQ  hs^ve  been 
Judged  as  ,at  sinner.     ^ 

His  accusers  5:::alle!d  him  a  liar,  aii4  his  doctrine 
of  free  grace  a  lie ;  and  others  had  avouched  that 
be  was  such  am  enemy  to  good  works,  that  he  even 
preached  up  wickedness;  and  these  were  the  words 
that  they. affirmed  be  dropped^  "Let  us  do  evil 
that  good  may  come."    Papl,  on  the*  other  hand» 
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insisted  on  it  that,  if  he  was  a  liar>  and  his  doc- 
trine  of  free  grace  a  lie,  he  had  lied  to  the  glory 
of  God ;  and  that  the  truth nof  God  had  abounded 
)by  his  lie.  Indeed  it  is  not  ypry  likely  that  the 
tiTith  of  God  should  be  abundantly  manifested, 
and  its  powev  displayed,,  in  the  destruction  of  false 
doctrine,  and  subjecting  sinners  to  gospel  obedi- 
ence, so  as  for  God  to  get  a  tribute  of  glory  from 
the  recipients  of  his  doctrine,  while  Paul,  the  mi- 
nistcr  of  it,  preached  jiothing  but  lies.  As  though 
Paul  would  say,  '  Let  my  doctrine  be  lies  or  truth, 
Go(l  owns  and  blesses  it,  set^  his  seal  to  it,  aii4 
gets  glory  by  it;  and,  a^Godis  glorified,  and  truth 
to  sinners  abundantly  jnanifested,  you  ought  to  be 
silent,  and  cjo  nothing  raslily;  fdr  certahily  God 
can  get  no  glory  by  your  slander,  noise,  and  tu-? 
ntuh.'  Paul,  finding  tjiat  these. ad vocittes  for  the 
law  carried  on  all  their  storm  of  raillery,  lying,  Jttid 
mge,  in  the  behalf  of  gpod  >i^orks,  brings  forth 
the  spntence  trf  the  law^  and  its  execution  against 
themv  ^TiA  declares  it  just.  >"  For,  if  the  truth  of 
God  hath  morje  aboolnded  through  my  lie  unto 
his  glory,  why  yiet  am  I  alsd  judged  as  a  sin-r 
ner?  aijdi  not  rather  (as  We  ht  slanderously  re- 
ported, and  as' some  affirm  that  we  say,)  Let  us 
do  ^vil  that  good  may  comt  ?  ^  wfecuse  danfination  is 
just.  .•  /.      V  ■  ,  i     •  .  /^    ••  .  •  J  .    -     ■ 

If  this. be  the  case,  sayfe  f  aul,  then  we  are  al| 
on  a  lerel  I  for  we  hkve  before  prot^ed  that  both 
Jews  and.Gentil:e$i  are  all  under  sin;  and,  if  we 
are  "all  in.  onei state,,  why  am  I  wllecl,  instructed. 
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Wftcti^edj  kpd  Sent  to  preich?  I  an)  sent  to  pf  feach, 
it  is  plain,  befcause  tlAe  truth  of  God  hath  aboiindad 
to  his  glory  by  my  doctrine;  and,  if  t  and  my 
fellow-labourers  preach  Up  evil  works  that  gooij 
iiiay  come  of  them,  what  are  we  better  than  they? 
If  there  is  no  difference  made  by  grace  between, 
lis,  why  doth  God  get  glory  by  us,  and  w6  get 
reproach  by  you? 

The  apostle  refers  to  the  Psalms,  and  bringi 
the  declaration  from  heaven,  to  confirm  hi$  own 
doctrine,  and  to  stop  their  mouths ;  aiid  'then  apr 
plies  it  to  them  as-  the  voice  of  the  kw,  which 
they  contended  for.     '^  Now  we  khow  that  what** 

• 

things  soever  the  law  saith,  it  saith  to  tljem  who 
are  under  the  law;  that  every  mouth  may  be 
stopped,  and  all  the  world  may  become  guilty  be-^ 
fore  God.  Paul  still  sticks  to  his  text,  and  de- 
clares  tjiat  the  knowledge  of  sin  is  by  the  law ; 
but  that  justification  corner  from  another  quarter, 
namely,  the  righteousness  of  God,  which  without 
the  law  is  manifested.  And  this  is  no  new  doc- 
trine;  for  it  is  witnessed  both  by  the  lavv'  and  the 
prophets,  even  the  righteousness  which  God  thd 
Saviour  wrought  out,  and  ^hich  God  the  Father 
accepted,  and  imput^is  to  tM  believer  in  Jesu^ 
jCin'ist.  This  method  of  justifying  3l  $inner  by  the 
righteousness  of  Christ  is  to  the  glory  of  free 
grace,  and  without  aijy  ihjury  done  to  either  law 
hr  justice ;  because  it  coine?  through  the  red^nlp- 
tiou  tlyo-i  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  whom  God  hath  set 
forth  to  niagtiify  the  law,  satisfy  juiitiCjp,  ^ppeubc 
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the  wrath  of  G  od,  and  make  reconciliation  be- 
tween God  and  sinneb.  And,  as  the  law  is  made 
honourable  by  Christ's  life,  justice  satisfied  by  his 
death,  and  the  curse  of  the  law  fully  executed  oi^ 
him  as  the  sinner's  surety,  God  appears  still  just 
to  his  law,  and  Ja-ithful  to  his  threatening  as  well 
as  to  his  promii^;  free  grace  is  ejsialted,  and  the 
sinner  brought  in  debtor  to  that,  and  saved  freely 
by  it.  So  God  appears  strictly  just,  and  yet  the 
justificr  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jesus,  Now, 
if  all  have  tinned,  and  by  the  law  is  the  know- 
ledge of  it,  and  all  by  th^t  law  are  brought  in 
guilty  before  God  (for  all  have  sinned,  and  so 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God) ;  and  if  the  sinner 
is  justified  by  free  grace,  through  the  redemption 
and  mediation  of  another ;  "  Avhcre  is  boasting 
then?  it  is  excluded;  by  what  law,  of  works? 
nay,"  for  the  workmonger  is  always  the  proudest 
man,  1  Tim.  vi.  4;  the  most  judicially  blind,  John 
ix.  40;  the, greatest  boaster,  Ps.  xciv,  4;  the  most 
like  the  deyil,  1  Tim.  iij.  6;  and  the  furthest  from 
the  kingdom  of  God,  Matt.  xxi.  31..  Nay>  boast* 
ing  is  ejccludcd  by  the  spiritual  law  of  wonder* 
^vorkipg  faith,  that  works  a  sinner  out  of  himself 
into  Ood  his  Savjoyr,  and  leads  him  to  make  his 
boast  of  him  all  the|d^y  long.  Whatever  maketh 
a  man  rich,  healthy,  -happy,  glorious,  and  affords 
him  long  life,  he  is  sure  to  boast  of,  Grace  makes 
him  spiritually  ricl^  Rev!  ii.  9;  healthy^  Ps,  Ixvii.  2; 
happy,  Prov,  iii,  13 ;  glorious,  Isa.  Ix.  I ;  and  af- 
fords him  everlasting  life,  without  any  regard  to 
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his  deeds  as  a  procuring  or  meritorious  cause 
thereof.  "  Therefore  we  conclude  that  a  man  is 
justified  by  faith,  without  the  deeds  of  the  law/' 
hut  perhaps  you  set  yourselves  iip  on  the  account 
of  your  being  Jews,  and  having  bepn  circuimcised. 
This  is  but  a  refuge  of  lies.  "  Is  he  the  God  of 
the  Jews  only?  is  he  not  also  of  the  Gentiles? 
Yes,  of  the  Gentiles  also."  Your  circumcision  will 
not  justify  you  before  God  without  faith,  nor  shall 
the  uncircumcisioti  of  the  Gentiles  condemn  them 
if  they  believe  in  Jesus ;  **  seeing/  it  is  one  God 
which  shall  justify  the  circumcision  by  faith,  and 
tincircumcision  through  faith." 

Now  I  suppose  you  will  i-un  off,  and  declare 
that  we  give  a  loose  rein  to  all  sin,  corrupt  the 
morals  of  the  people,  make  void  the  whole  law  of 
God,  and  destroy  all  good  works,  by  preaching 
free  grace  and  free  justification  by  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus. 

But  stop,  do  not  conclude  too  hastily;  W6 
do  not  injure  nor  make  void  the  law  through 
faith ;  God  forbid ;  it  is  established  this  way,  and 
no  other.  "  Do  we  then  make  void  the  law 
through  faith  ?  God  forbid :  yea^  we  estabhsh  the 
law." 

Having  introduced  my  text,  I  wish  you  to  be 
attentive  while  I  offer  my  thoughts  under  the  fol- 
lowing heads*: 

1.  What  the  law  is,  and  the  lawful  use  of  it. 

2.  What  it  can,  and  what  it  cannot  do. 

3.  What  we  may  understand  by  faith. 


4.  Prove  that  faith  establishes  the  law,  ana 

how. 

"... 

5.  Shew  who  those  are  that  m^ke  void  the  law- 
6L  Make  a  mbdest  inquiry  whether  the  law 

of  itseff,  exclusive  of  the  promise,  be  a  sufficient 
and  scriptural  rule  for  the  real  Christian's  life, 
walk,  and  conversation* 

And,  lastly,  whether  setting  the  law  perpetu-^ 
ally  before  all  ranks  of  Christians  a§  a  rule  of  life 
can  with  propriety  be  called  speaking  the  lan^ 
guage,  or  doing  the  work,  of  an  evangelist 

,  First,  what  are  we  to  understand  by  the  law 
of  God?  I  understand  the  depalogue,  or  ten  CQin- 
mandments,  which  the  ^^ord  j^ave  ;n  the  twentieth 
chapter  of  Pxodus,  and  which  are  repeated  agaii^ 
by  Mpses  in  the  fifth  of  D^ut(eronomy.  "  These 
'words  the  Lord  spake  unto  all  your  assembly  ii^' 
the  mount,  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire,  of  the 
cloud,  and  of  the  thick,  darkness,  with  a  great 
voice ;  and  he  added  no  more."  This  decalosrue 
is  the  main  root  from  whi^h.all  other  trunks  and 
branches  were  drawn  by  Moses  and  the  prophets 
These  words  were  written  on  two  tables  of  stone, 
and  put  into  the  ark,  as  God's  everlasting  testi- 
mony against  all  sin  and  sinners.  Hence  the  ark 
is  called  the  ark  of  the  testimony;  and  to  this 
testifupny  the  tribes  went  up.     , 

Secondly,  the  law  shadows  forth  many  of  the 
perfections  of  (rpd ;  and  it  ^s  a  revelation  of  a 
great  part  of  his  mind  and  will,  shewing  what,  he 
wdlleth,  ^d  what  he  willeth  not 
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'fhdugh  it  cannot,  iri  the  strictest  sense,  b« 
called  a  revelation  of  all » the  mind  arid  will  of 
God;  for  the  mystery  of  his  will,  to  be  made 
tnown  touching  the  way  of  life  in  Christ,  is 
brought  to  light  through  the  gospel  j  yet  a  re- 
velation of  God  the  law  certainly  is,  as  many 
of  hi?  glorious  perfections  shine  therein ;  hence 
the  ministration  of  death  is  said  to  be  glo* 
riou^. 

The  holiness  of  God  appears  in  the  law;  "  the 
law  is  holy;"  and  that  perfection,  shining  as  a 
comet  in  the  Jaw,  discovers  our  filthiness;  and 
hence  our  enmity  rises  against  both  the  law  and 
the  lawgiver :  "the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against 
God ;  for  it  is  not  subject  tb  the  law  of  God,  nei- 
ther indeed  can  be." 

The  goodness  of  God  appears  in  it;  for  the  law 
is  good,  because  it  commends  nothing  but  what 
we  know  to  be  really  good,  and  forbids  nothing 
but  what  we  know  to  be  evil ;  therefore  it  works 
death  in  us  by  that  which  is  good,  insomuch  that 
Our  evil  consciences  will  commend  it.  "  If  our 
tmrighteousness  commend  the  righteousness  of 
God,  is  God  unrighteous  who  taketh  vengeance  ?" 
The  justice  of  God  appears  in  the  law;  the  com- 
mandment is  just,  Rom*  vii.  12.  We  see  his  dis- 
pleasure revealed  against  all  sin,  and  his  ever- 
lasting wrath  against  all  sinners ;  and  not  a  single 
ground  of- hope  is  to  be  found  in  the  law  of  com- 
piandments,  that  he  will  ever  hold  any  guiltless 
who  transgress  the  same :  nor  is  there  the  least 


ground  of  hop6,  in  all  the  book  of  God,  that  any 
one  part  thereof  will  ever  be  altered  or  repealed ; 
consequently  there  is  no  mercy  for  them  that  die 
under  its  curse.  GOj  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting 
punishment. 

The  immutability  of  God  appears  in  the  law; 
God  is  of  one  mind,  and  none  can  turn  him.  Job 
xxiii.  1 3.  This  appears  if  we  consider  the  law  as 
a  revelation  of  wrath.  "  The  wrath  of  God  is  re- 
vealed against  all  ungodliness  and  unrighteousness 
of  men,"  Rom.  i.  18.  And  this  wrath  is  said  to  be 
the  cup  of  unmixed  wine,  poured  out  into  the  cup 
of  his  indignation,  which  will  be  the  portion  of 
the  wicked  for  ever,  Mai.'  i.  4. 

When  Justice  put  that  cup  into  the  hands  of 
our  blessed  Surety,  the  human  nature  shuddered 
at  it,  and  the  Saviour,  with  a  threefold  petition, 
'cried,  "  If  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from 
me/'  But  the  removal  of  it  could  not  be  complied 
with.  God  spared  not  his  own  Son.  And,  if  he 
spared  not  his  own  Son,  will  he  spare  the  sinner 
that  dies  under  the  law?  Here  Justice  appeared  in 
all  her  inflexibility,  the  lawgiver  and  the  law  in 
their  immutability,  and  the  weight  of  wrath  in  all 
its  dreadful  appearance ;  sin  in  its  just  demerit, 
the  malice  of  sinners  in  all  its  insensibility  and 
cruelty,  and  the  dear  Redeemer  in  the  highest  act 
of  unparalleled  obedience. 

The  eternity  of  God  appears  m  the  law ;  the 
transgressors  of  it  shall  go  away  into  everlasting 
punishment,  Matt.  xxv.  46. 


I  know  that  sotne  of  our  troableri  of  Israel/ 
who  pretend  to  be  famous  Hebraists  and  Grecian*, 
in  order  to  support  the  new  doctrine  of  a  gaol- 
delivery  for  the  damned  in  hell,  tell  us  that  eternal 
and  everlasting  in  the  original  languages  have  a* 
limited  sense ;  but  I  have  found  none  so  daring 
as  to  affirm  that  it  admits  bf  a  limited  sense  when 
applied  to  the  eternity  of  Jehovah,  or  to  the 
eternal  happiness  of  the  saints.  Let  this  be 
granted,  and  the  eternity  of  God  will  appear  itr 
the  law.  It  is  proved,  that  the  law  is  expressive 
of  many  of  the  glorious  perfections  of  God,  which 
shine  conspicuously  in  it.  Hence  it  is  said- to  b© 
glorious.  And  let  such  gentlemen  hope  for  a  gaol- 
delivery  for  the  damned,  and  try  when  they  come 
there  if  the  abuse  of  goodness,  the  contemjpt  of 
glory,  the  displeasure  of  a  slighted  God,  scorned 
justice,  immutability  derided  by  a  false  hope  in  a 
mutable  law  and  lawgiver,  do  not  to  all  eternity 
flash  m  the  f^ces,  and  recoil  on  the  consciences; 
of  all  who  die  under  the  curse  of  that  dreadful 
law.  In  that  sense  God,  as  an  injured  and  of- 
fended Being,  will  ever  visit  unpardonable  trans- 
gressors with  the  dreadful  stripes  of  his  iron  rod. 
"  If  I  make  my  bed  in  hell,  behold  thou  art  there." 
And  the  damned  shall  surely  come  out  when  the 
immutable  Jehovah  admits  of  a  change,  but  not 
till  then. 

If  God  can  fail  in  his  law  he  must^feil  in  him- 
self; and,  if  one  perfection  can  be  ^changed,  so 
may  all.     Biit  "  let  God  be  true,"  say^^  the  Holy 
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Ghost,  and  then  we  shall  be  able  t6  agrae  with 
the  same  Spirit  with  respect  to  the  tew.  "  Thy 
law  is  the  truth."  Having  given  a  brief  descrip-- 
tion  of  the  law,  I  now  pass  on  to  treat  of  the 
second  branch  of  tl^is  head,  nair^ely,  off  the  Is^wful 
use  of  it 

"The  law  is  good  if  a  jnan  use  it  lawfully."* 
It  is  lawful  to  sound  God's  dreadfiil  alarm  from 
it,  in  order  to  batter  down  the  daubed  wall 
of  self-righteousness,  and  the  false  peace  that 
attends  it  This  was  prefigured  by^  throwing 
down  the  wall  of  Jericho  by  the  sound  of  rams' 
bonis. 

The  spirituedity  of  the  law  h  to  be  insisted  oii  j 
the  law  is  of  the  same,  divine  nature  as  the  law- 
giver. The  law  is  spiritual,  but  the  sinner  is  car* 
nal,  sold  uncler  sin.  When  the  law  is  enforced  in 
its  spiritual  meaning,  and  its  spiritual  demands 
discovered,  the  conscience  of  the  pinner  is  laid 
open,  his  sin  exposed^  and  he  appears  under  -an 
awful  arrest  When  the  commandment  came  sin 
revived,  and  all  manner  of  concupiscence  ap- 
peared. "  By  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  sin.** 
"  For  I  had  nof  known  lust,  except  the  law  had 
said,  Thou  shaltnot  covet." 

The  gQodness  of  the  law^  its  immutability^ 
f^ternity,  and  unliriiited  demands,  ought  to  be  in- 
sisted on,  in  order  to  execute  all  legal  hopes  in 
.a  killing  covei^g^^it;  and  to  drive  the  sinner  out  of 
^W  \m  fai^e  holdsf  and  refuges  of  lies,  by  proving 
that  as.  mmy  as  are  of  the  works  of  it  are  under 
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th^  cur$/2  of  it,  Gal.  iii*  ID;  ^d,  dying  under  it, 
i^ey  must  rise  under  it,  ai^d  he  condemned  by  ity 
fpf  heaven  a^nd  earth  shall  pass  away  before  one 
J9.t  or  tattle  of  the  law  shall  fail,  Matt.  v.  1&. 
The  law  will  deliver  up  to  the  judge  every  trans- 
gressor that  is  found  uijder  it,  and  bring  him  tQ 
fin  account  for  every  idje  word;  and  the  judge  is 
baiifldj  by  tlfic  iminutahle  ties  of  truth  and  riglite- 
©usness,  to  deliver  the  criminal  up  to  vindictive 
justice  5  and  eternal  justice  will  see  the  etemaj 
sentence  of  the  law  eternally  executed-  The  law, 
therefore,  is  lawfully  used  when  it  is  faithfully 
preapl^ed  in  its  spiritual  meaning  to  thepi  th^t 
are  under  it;  that  the  mouth  of  boasting  jtmy  be 
stopped,  and  the  sinner  brought  in  guilty  before 
Qod;  for  the  laiiguage  of  the  law  is  directed  to 
a^U  self-righteous  souls  that  seek  to  be  justified  by 
it;  for  "  we  know  that  what  things  soever  the  law 
sa^th,  it  saith  tp  them  who  are  under  the  law." 
A  gospel  npiinister  may  gospelize  any  part  of  the 
law,  and- set  it,  disarmed  pf  its  curse  and  con- 
damning  power^  in  a  beautiful  light  before  the 
eyes  of  a  real  Christian,  and  yet  do  the  work  pf 
an  evangelist :  for  instance,  the  law  says,  "  And 
it  shall  be  our  righteousness  if  we  observe  to  dq 
^11  these  commandments  before  thfe  Lord  our  God, 
as  he  hath  commanded  us,"  Deut*  yi.  25.  I  may 
^arrantably  declare  that  the  law  of  God  allows 
of  a  surety,  and  that  Christ,  as  a  surety,  has  ipa^ 
nified  that  ^w,  and  made  it  honourable,  !Isa» 
islu*  21;  which  law  has  been  broken  by  all  the 
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human  race,  infants  not  excepted,  as  appears  by 
comparing  these  scriptures  together :  **  the  law  of 
the  Lord  is  perfect,  converting  the  soul,*'  Psalm 
xix.  7.  **  Behold,  I  Avas  shapen  in  iniquity;  and 
in  sin  did  my  mother  conceive  me/'  "  Who  can 
brihg  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean }  Not  one," 
Job  xiv.  4.  Hence  Death  reigned  from  Adam  to 
Moses  over  them,  infants  included,  who  had  never 
sinned  after  the  similitude,  or  in  the  practical 
manner,  of  Adam's  trailsgression.  Wherever  Death 
reigns  Sin  enthrones  him,  either  by  imputation, 
original  guilt,  or  actual  transgression.  "  Sin  en- 
tered into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin,  and  so 
death  passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  sin- 
ned," Rom.  V.  1 2.      . 

0 

"  But  now  the  righteousness  of  God  Avithout 
the  law  \%  manifested,  being  witnessed  by  the  law 
and  the  prophets ;  even  the  righteousness  of  God 
[the  Father's  providing;  of  God  the  Son's  pre- 
paring ;  and  of  God  thb  Holy  Ghost's  revealing 
and  applying ;]  which  is  by  faith  of  Jesus  Christ 
tinto  all  and  upon  all  them  that  believe,"  Rom. 
iii  21,  22. 

I  may  further  add,  that  the  promised  Spirit,  as 
a  covenant  blessing,  which  is  promised  to  all  the 
elect,  Isa.  lix.  21,  is  Christ  Jesus,  and  is  called 
the  spirit  of  love  and  of  a  sound  mind,  2  Tim.  i.  7* 
And  God's  love  shed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  of  the  same  spiritual  nature  as  the 
law;  for  the  law  is  fulfilled  by  real  love,  Rom. 
xiiL  8.    Thus  a  Christian,  who  has  an  imputed 
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righteotisness  on  hikn,  and  a  divine  love  in  him, 
may  say,  to  the  honour  of  free  grace,  that  the 
Righteousness  of  the  law  i^  fulfilled  in  nae,  who 
walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit,  Rom. 
viii,  4.  For  the  Spirit  ^stifles  of  righteousness  to 
the  believer,  and  sheds  abroad  the  love  of  God 
in  his  heart,  which  attracts  his  aflPections  both  to 
God  and  to  the  child  of  God.  *^  He  who  loveth 
him  that  begat  loveth  him  also  that  is  begotten  of 
him :"  love  to  God  and  our  neighbour  are  the  two 
grand  hinges  on  which  hangs  the  ministry  of' all 
the  law  and  the, prophets. 

A  gospel  minister  may  further  evangelize  the 
law ;  for  instance,  the  law  saith,  "  Honour  thy 
father  and  thy  mother,  that  thy  days  may  be  long 
upon  the  land  which  tiie  Lord  thy  God  giveth 
thee."  Now,  if  I  prove  to  a  real  Christian  that 
God  is  his  father,  John  xx»  17  J  and  that  the  church 
is  his  mother,  Gal.  iv.  2J6;  in  a  gospel  sense,  I  may 
likewise  warrantably  prove,  by  virtue  of 'a  covenant 
of  promise,  that  God  is  his  life  and  the  length  of 
his  days,  Deut.  xxx.  20;  and  that  he  will  to  all 
eternity  be  enjoyed  by  hrm  in  that  land  which  is 
very  far  off,  Isa.  xxxiii.  17;  which  the  Lord  God 
giveth  us.  Thus  a  gospel  minister  may  gospelize 
the  whole  law,  and  do  the  work  of  an  Evangelist, 
without  being  charged  with  binding  grievous  bur-f 
dens  on  men's  shoulders,  instead  of  teaching  thein 
to  cast  their  burdens  on  the  Lord. 

The  reply  of  some  cavillers  at  God,  and  erie- 
Ciies  to  trutli,  is^  ^  If  Christ  hath  magnified  the 


kw,  and  by  his  magnify ing  obedience  imputed  to 
them  God  justifies  sinners ;  and,  if  Christ  by  his 
ideath  satisfied  justic(k,  vanquished  <kath,  appeased 
the  wrath  of  God,  and  r ciconciled  the  elect  world 
to  him ;  what  becomes  of  the  doctrine  of  forgive- 
,  Aess  of  sins,  ihe  gift  of  life,  the  gift  of  heaven,  and 
all  the  doctrine^  of  free  grace  ?  If  a  surety  pays 
the  full  debt  to  a  creditor,  the  debtor  comes  out 
pf  prison  by  law,  and  can  ill  no  sense  whatever  be 
3sid  td  be  forgiven.'  This  is  a  c6mer  that  the 
childcen  of  this  world,  "  who  are  wiser  in  their 
generation  than  the  children  of  light,"  have  drove 
jaafe  into  ere  now:  to  which  I  answer,  If  a  debtor 
gets  a  surety  himsieif  to :  pay  the  whole  debt  he 
has  Contracted,  he  is-notbejholdcn  tohis  cxeditor, 
unless  it  wsks  for  truiJtingr  him.  But  this  is  not 
the  case  between  Gt)d  and  us/  When  God,  the 
great  creditor,  looked  down  from  heaven  on  Adam'^ 
insolvent  family,  be  found  no  surety  among  us; 
there  was  none. fightebos,  no  not  one;  there  wasf 
no  6ye'to  pity,  or  haiml  to  help;  there  was  none 
to  stand  in  the  gapf,  that  when  God  demanded 
pould'airsivcr  st  word;  tt?  it  is  written,  wheti  any 
^f  the.  haikrt^€  company  came,  and  took  hold  of 
his  brother  of  the  house'  of  his  father  Adam,  say- 
ings"  Thou  hast  clothing,  be  thou  our  ruler,  and 
let  this  ruin  be  und^r  thy  hand,"  ht,  being  con- 
scroiife  of  his  own  inability,  refused  the  under- 
taking with  an  oath;  as  every  sensible  dinner  will 
do,  and  *^  swear,  saying,  I  will  not  be  an  healer; 
for  in  my  house  is  neither  bread  nor  clothing; 
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iaake  me  aotia  tiiter  of.lhe  pewple,"  Isa^h  ui.di't. 
This  being  the  outejy  of  ievety*  child  of  the  ftesh, 
to  which  we  are  all  prdne  toily,  Grod  was  pleased 
to  send  us  .a  Buler  of  his  owii  providing;  >*  WhoS^ 
goings  forth  have  been  ftom»  of  old,  yea,  ftoiA 
everlasting,"  Mic,  v.  2;  ■'  ' 

Now,   a^  the  'creditor  proVide4  *he  iutfety^ 
wWch  no  law  ever  obliged  .a  creditor  to  dd,  P  Still 
insist  upon  it  tlnat  law  and  justice  are  fully  satis- * 
fied ;    and  yet  the  doctiriftes  of  t5ie  f6irgiv6iifesi 
of  sins,  and  ctf  salvation  by  grace,*  are  firlly  Esta- 
blished.    Thus  God  had  full  satisfaction,  amd  yet  ' 
is  a  donor:  and  we  are  delivered  cohsi^etit  with 
Jaw  and  justice,  and  yet  ishall  retnain  to  all  eter*  - 
jiity  debtors  to  free  gfa^.  '  This  is  a  ^reat  mys^ 
tery ;   but  I  speak  concerning  God  the  creditor  ^ 
and  his  dear  Son  the  S^urety;  both  being  equally 
wronged    and    injured    by    the   whok    race    of 
debtors. 

It  is  true,  Moses  at  times,  and  PhiAeas  too, 
have  stood  in  the  gap;  but,  the  first  repriesenting 
Christ  as  the  ihediator,  and  the  second  represent* 
ing  hiuL  as  a:priest^  they  cDuld  close  up  no  breach; 
|)ut,  as  a  divine  appointment,  substituted  ^em^  iH 
|>roxy  for  Chifist.  And,  when  all  these  typteSfiiled, 
the  creditor  40on  made  an  awfiil  seiziitei,  cryitig 
put,  ^  Thefe  is  none  to  stand  before  me  to  make  up 

*  .  *  a 

the  breach.?  Atid  it  grew  so  wide  at  last,  that 
Noah;  Daniel;^' aiid' Job,  could  not^'have  iitterceded 
with  justice  for  one  transgressor  of  the  law,  not 
conld  h^  have  deUyered  either  son  of  daughter; 


>. 
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but.  only  his  own  soul  by  his  righteoHsness,  which 
snust  ht  perfect  as  the  law  itself  is  perfect. 

I  jcpme  now  to  shew  what  the  law  can  do.  The 
law  can  discover  sin ;  the  knowledge  of  sin  is  by 
^he,  la.w;  for  "  I  had  not  known  sin  but  by  the 
law,"  The  law  can  magnify  sin,  and  make  it  look 
^  it :  really  is  in  .tihe  sight  of  .Goa,  ^*  that  sin  by 
the  commandment  may  become,  exceeding  sinful," 
B^in.viip  13.  It  can  give  sin  an  advantage  over 
th^.s^nei';  "but  when  the /commscn/diuent  came 
hv^  leyiyed."  ;  "  Sin,  taking  occasi6;Q  by  the  comt 
rn^ndment,  wrought  in  me  all  manner '  of  concur 
piscertqe,  deceived  m^^,  aad  by  it  slew. me."  The 
law  can  furnish  m\ .  ^ith  strength  sufficient  to 
deliver  up  the  sinnfer  m:^  condemned  criminal, 
holjden  in  the  cords  <>f  his  sin,  to  avenging  jus^ 
tice,  and  fix  sin  on  his  conscience  as  a  never* 
"dying  worm :  "  th?e  strength  of  sin  is  the  law," 
1  Cor.  XV.  56. 

The  law  cannot  subdue  sin,  nor  give  the  sinner 
any  dominion  over  it.  By  the  first : transgression 
g^ilt  is  contracted;  and  the  sting  of  death  is  fixed 
;by  the  law,  which  is  the  ministration  of  death  to 
pV^ry  tya-Wgressor.         .  '     . 

,  /.  Thwk^the  law  is  weak  through  the  flesh;  not 
»?^ak\  in  itself,  nor  w^ak  in  its  4u:cusing,  terrifjr 
ingj  binding,  and  condemning  nature.  Nor  woiild 
}t  be  Wje£jk  in  justifying,  if  a  mani  could  ohey  its 
eotnm^y!^;'  but  fallen  man  can* give  it  no  obedi- 
f.i6K;e,  and  consequently  the  law  c^n.g^ve  notan  no 
quaiters.    *^  What  the  l^w  could  not  dpi  in  that  it 
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wa&  weak  throitgb  the  flesh,  God  [hath  done  by] 
sending  his  own  Son  in  the  likeness  of  sinful 
flesh,  and  for  sin,  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh/' 
Rom.  viii.  3. 

Satan  keeps  his  hold  unc^er  the  binding  and 
condemning  power  of  the  law.  The  man  that 
disobeys  the  precept  is  bound  in  the  chains  of  his 
transgression  by  the  law,  Isa.  xlv.  14;  and  the 
devil  holds,  dominion  over  him  as  a  condemned 
criminal,  "  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air  [the 
.devil],  the  spirit  that  now  worketh  in  the  children 
of  disobedience,"  Eph.  ii-  2. 

The  law  can  furnish  the  unjustified  sinner  with 
an  accuser,  even  in  the  presence  of  God,   He  who 
was  once  the  mediator  of  that  covenant  is  now  the 
accuser  of  all  tliat  seek  righteousness  by  the  works 
of  it.  ^*  Do  not  think  that  I  will  accuse  you  to  the 
Father:  there  is  one  that  accuseth  you,  even  Moses, 
in  whom  ye  trust."    The  law  can  keep  an  infinite 
<}ista|i6e  between  God  and  the  sinner,  .  Sin  sepa- 
rates between  God  and  the  soul,  Isa.  lix.  2 ;  and 
the  law  keeps  the  breach  open,  and  will  maintain 
an  infinite  distance ;  and,  as  a  gulph  fixed,  keep 
an  eternal  separatioij  between  God  and  them  who 
die  under  the  sentence  of  it.  Hence  the  law  is  said 
to-  be  against  us,  and  contrary  to  us,  Col.  ii.  14. 
It  is  in  vain  that  we.  look  for  Moses  to  stand  in 
the  gap;  he  stands  there  as  a  mediator  no  more; 
"  Moses,  my  servant,"  is  dead  as  a  mediator ;  but 
still  stands  in  the  gap  that  sin  has  made,  as  an 
accuser  of  the  self-righteous. 
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The  law  is  the  hu$b)aid  of  'evjery  soul  that  n 
nlivt  to  it^  md  i^xpects  life  from  it;  and  the  law 
hm^$  8U(^  a  sf)u\  to  itself,  .as  a  wi&  is.  bound  fo 
an  husband;  anc^such  a  mystical  wife  has  a  just 
right  by  law  to  aU  the  dreadfiU  inheritance  that 
such  a  husband  possesses,  which  is  the  whole  ma* 
gazine  of  eternal  wrath.  And^  if  such  a  sinner  in 
time  QflFers  tp  catch  at  Christy  it  is  deemed  an  act 
of  adultery,  because  the  first  husband  is  alive; 
but,  when  the  sinner  sees  the  law  to  be  a  killing 
letter,  and  betakes  himself  to;  Christ,  he  is  be- 
come dead  to  it  by  the  body  of  Christ,  and  is  no 
iidulterer,  though  be  be  married  to  Jesus,  Rom. 
yii.  2—4.     . 

The  great^t  advocates  for  the  letter  of  the 
law  are  the  gr^test  enemies  to  the  spirit  of  the 
gospel.  The  Saviour's  persecutors  and  murderers 
called  themselves  Moses'  disciples,  John  ix..  28 ; 
and  they  were  farther  from  the  kingdom  of  God 
than  publicans  or  harlots.  And  the  worst  perse* 
cutors  of  the  apostles  were  those  who  were  zealous 
of  the  law  of  Moses,  Acts  xxi.  20.  As  the  Lord 
has  often  led  me  of  late  to  make  distinctions  be- 
tween the  law  and 'the  gospel,  as  they  are  two 
distinct  covenants,  some  have  of  late  thought  pro* 
per  to  discharge  a  few  arrows  from  th^r  pulpits 
at  me  for  it :  they  ought,  however,  to  take  heed 
and  do  nothing  rashly,  lest  they  bring  poor  soul$, 
who  are  just  entering  the  land  of  promise,  back 
again  to  Egypt,  the  way  that  God  has  said  they 
shall  go  no  more.     God  has  given  me  to  feel  the 
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forcsc  fLiui  power  of  both  of  tliem,  and  I  bo|)e  he 
will  ever  keep  me  from  blending  them  together. 
I  hatne  narrowly  observed  several  profeisors,  who 
shewed  great  regard  and  much  aeal  for  the  la\kr, 
that  have  aftcrrtrards  sunk  iaito  the  .vety  bowels 
of  Arminitnism,  and  from  thence  into  Open  pro- 
£u2ity.  Nay,  I  have  been  personally  acquainted 
with  several  of  this  miserable  stamp,  and  aiti  much 
mistakea  if  they  are  not  gone  tod  far  ever  to  come 
back.  If  the  power  of  God  is:  not' iufiicieilt  to 
keep  a  ilian  through  faitibi .  in  Christ,  lio  legal  tic 
will  ever  do.  .  .      k  •   ' 

Secondly,  what  the  law  dannot  do. 
^  It  cannot  pardon  a  sinner.  The  language  of 
i;he  law  is,  *  I  will  never  hold  hitn  guiltless  that 
taketh  God's  mane  in  vain.'  Nor  can  it  ever 
clear  the  guilty  by  any  meani^  whatsoever  j  for 
all  the  fiacrifices  that  w«re  offered  undej^  it  never 
made  agoy  person  clean  touching  his  comcieQce, 
Heb^  ix,  9*  * 

The  law  cannot  make  any  allowance  either  for 
giddy  youth  or  doting  age;  either  for  habitual  in- 
iimi'itits  or  violent  temptations.  He  that  offends 
in  one  point  is  guilty  of  all;  and  heaven  and  eatth 
shall  pass  away  before  one  jot  or  tittle  of  the  law 
shall  fail,;  Matt,  v.  18. 

The  law  cannot  quicken,  or. give  life;  it  is  the 
ministration  of  death  and  eondemiiation^.  S  Cor. 
iii.  T-^-P;  and  every  soul  that  iis  ^nder  it  is  twice 
dead ;  he  is  under  the  sentence  denounced  against 
Adam,  and  is  bora  d6ad,  and  under  the  curse  of 
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the  law  den6unced  against  every  trahsgressdr. 
And  such  an  one  is  exposed  to  its  eternal  sen- 
tence, unless  free  grace  should  reach  hiro.  "  Had 
there  been  a  law  given  which  could  have  given 
life,  verily  righteousness  should  have  been  by  the 
law***  I  know  the  law  saith,  "He  that  doeth 
these  things  shall  live  in  them;''  but  I  much  ques- 
tion whether  eternal  life  in  glory  be  meant  in  this 
conditional  promise  as  a  blessing  to  be  earned  by 
works.  Adam  had  no  promise  but  an  earthly  pa- 
radise, and  a  derived  dominion,  for  his  obedience; 
he  had  no  promise  of  eternal  life  and  glory  in 
heaven  for  his  obedience.  It  is  true  that  Jesus 
Christ  lived  in  his  merit;  and  no  wonder,  when 
he  was  the  Lord  6f  life  and  gloty,  the  quickening 
spirit,  the  resurrection,  and  eternal  life  itself. 

But,  let  that  be  as  it  may,  his  human  nature 
was  not  left  without  a  promise  of  life.  WTiether 
this  promise  was  the  conditional,  promise  of  the 
law,  or  an  absolute  promise  of  the  better  cove- 
nant,  I  shall  not  stand  to  inquire ;  but  I  think  it 
was  the  latter.  The  promise  is  this :  ^^  For  he  shall 
give  his  angels  chiarge  oyer  thee  to  keep  thee  in 
all  thy  ways.  They  shall  bear  thee  up  in  their 
hands,  lest  thou  dash  thy  foot^  against  a  stone. 
Thou  shalt  tread  upon  the  lion  and  the  adder:  the 
young  lion  and  the  dragon  shalt  thou  trample 
under  feet  Because  he  hath  set  his  love  upon 
me,  therefore  will  I  deliver  him :  I  will  set  him 
on  high  because  he  h^th  known  my  name;  He 
shall  call  upon  me,  and  I  ^11  answer  him :  I  will 
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be  with  him  in  trouble;  I  will  deliver  him  aud 
honour  him.  With  long  life  will  I  satisfy  him, 
and  shew  him  my  salvation,"  Psalm  xcL  1  l-*-l6. 

As  I  can  find  no  such  promises!  as  these  in  the. 
law,  I  take  it  for  granted  they  are  promises  of  the 
better  covenant,  and  applicable  enough  to  Christ, 
to  whom  the  promises  were  made,  and  in  whom 
they  are  all  yea  and  amen;  and  in  him,  as  our 
blessed  Head,  they  are  sure  to  all  the  seed,  Rom* 
iv.  16.  The  Saviour,  speaking  as  the  son  of  man, 
intimates  as  much,  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  the 
Father;  "  As  the  living  Father  hath  sent  me,  and 
I  Hve  by  the  Father;  so  he  that  eateth  me,  even 
he  lihall  live  by  me."  I  do  not  perceive  any  thing 
in  these  assertions  dishonourable  to  the  Saviour, 
or  to  his  merit;  but  contrariwise.  If  we  consider 
that  Christ's  human  nature  was  spotless,  sanctified 
and  sent  into  the  world,  inhabited  by  the  second 
person  in  the  ever-bles§ed  Trinity,  who  is  God 
over  all,  in  union  with  drod  the  Father,  and  in 
essence  one  with  him,  John  x.  30;  furnished  with 
all  the  sevenfold  graces,  gifts,  and  blessings,  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  Isa.-  xi.  2;'  all  grace  poured  into 
his  lips,  Psalm  xlv.  2;  all  judgment  and  power 
committed  to  him;  all  the  riches  of  wisdom  and 
knowledge  treasured  up  in  him,.  Col.  ii.  3;  a  pro- 
mise of  life  and  glory  set  before  him,  Psal.  xci.  1$; 
and  Qod  the  Father  helping,  and  justifying  him; 
his  righteousness  must  be  an  everlasting  righteous* 
nest  indaodi  sti^iqiient  to  justify  all  the  world,  if 
God  wtre,;pli^^  to  impute  it  to  them.    And 


surely  those  wlio  call  it  impated  notuense  car 
Hever  escape  the  damnation  of  hell,  if  they  die 
under  the  perilous  guilt  of  such  daring  cahtenpt 
of  the  Son  of  God. 

The  law  cannot  justify  any  maa  that  ia  o£  the 
¥rork»  of  it,  let  him  try  his  utmost:  he  is^  a  debtor 
lo  do-  the  whole  commands  of  the  law  who  works 
for  life ;  and  nothing  less  than  a  perfect,  spiritual, 
and  perpetual  obedience  wiU  do  to  justify  him 
who  cleaves  to  it  "  Now  to  him  that  worketh  i* 
the  reward  not  reckoned  of  grace^  but  of  debt 
But  to  him  that  worketh  not,  but  bdieveth  on  him 
thatjustifieth  the  ungodly,*  his  faith  is  counted  for 
righteousness-" 

Can  the  law  bring  a  sinner  to  Christ  for  life 
and  salvation?  No;  it  can  deliver  a  sinner  up  t0. 
Christ,  as  the  judge  of  quick  and  dead ;  "  Agree," 
says  the  Lord,  "with  thine  adversary  quickly,  lest 
he  hale  thee  ^p  the  judge-" 

You  "will  reply  ajid  say.  Yes;  the  law. can 
bring  us  to  Christ  for  salvation ;  as  it  is  written, 

-  v. 

**  wherefore  the  law  was  our  schoolmaster  to  bring 
us  unto  Christ,  that  we  might  be  justified  by  faith," 
Gal.  iii;  S4-  The  words,  to  bring  us,  are  in  Italics^ 
as  a  supplement;  and  I  think  they  were  neidier 
expressed  nor  used  in  the  original  copy;  and  it  i$ 
plain  that  those  who  introduced  them  have  nuufe 
that  text  contradict  the  Saviour,  who  hadi  twic^ 
declared  that  no  man  can  come  to  him  except  thi; 
Father  which  hath  sent  him  draw  him^  John  vL 
44.  65;  ^^No  man  can  come  unto  iiie  ^ic^t  it 
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were  giren  him  of  iriy  Father."  This  dmwing,  and 
this  giving,  belongs  to  another  covenant.  ^  Thus 
the  comer  to  Christ  is  drawn  of  the  Father,  drawn 
by  the  cprd  of  everlasting  love,  as  with  the  bands 
of  a  man,  Hosea  xL  4-  But  there  is  nothing  draw- 
ing in  the  law  of  commandments^  God  knows;  it 
hardly  tells  us  to  run  for  help,  much  less  brings 
us  to  Christ.  It  is  the  voice  of  grace  that  tells  us 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

When  the  law  was  delivered  on  mount  Sinai 
there  were  bounds  set  round  the  mount,  to  keep 
the  people  from  approaching  the  Lawgiver :  and 
to  this  day  those  that,  stick  the  cloj^st  to  the  law 
are  the  farthest  from  God.  If  any  law  can  bring 
a  sinner  to  Christ  it  is  the  cer^xioniiil  law^  for 
that  represents  Christ  Jesus  in  almost  every  part. 
Aad,  a^  Milton  observes,  Israel  ^ba  trained  up 
ubder  it  unto 

a  beUer  covenant^  disciplined 
From  diadowy  types  to  thitbi 

agreeable  to  John  i.  17; 

froiQ  desh  to  spirit, 
FrQih  Impoiiition  of  strict  laws  to  free  - 

Aeceptance  of  large  grace,  from  jervife  fear 
TofiUdr  ^ 

a^d  so  t1i;^y  were  taUght,  says  the  learned  author, 
to  |cnofw  that  law  ^as  given  on  purpose  to 

(Evince 
ir  oalnaM^  pfse^h  ^7  •tirring  op 


sin  against  law  to  figfit:  that,  when  they  «ee 
Law  can  discover  sitij  but  not  remove. 
Save  by  those  shadowy  expiations  weak. 
The  blood  of  bulls  and  goats,  they  may  conclude 
Some  blood  more  precious  must  be  paid  for  man. 
Just  for  unjust,  that,  in  such  righteousness 
To  them  by  faith  iinputed,  they  may  find 
Jpstification  towards  God>  and  peace 
Of  conscience,  which  the  law  by  eeremoniet? 
Cannot  appease,  nor  man  the  moral  part 
Perform,  and  not  performing  cannot  live. 
So  law  appears  imperfect. 

PaJiapisb  Lost,  book  xii.  line  2S7« 

I 

The  learned  author  intimates  that  it  was  shadowy 
types  that  led  to  truth.  "  Grace  and  truth  came 
by  Jesus  Christ"  And  I  think  that  sacrifice^ 
which  he  calls  ^  shadowy  expiations  weak/  were 
the  most  likely  to  bring  Israel  to  conclude,  thit 
^  some  blood  more  precious  must  be  paid  for 
man,'  &c. 

However,  if  it  can  be  proved  that  the  moral 
law  is  sufficient  4o  bring  a  sinner  to  Christ,  1  have 
no  objection  to  it.  But  this  I  know,  it  was  a 
powerful  voice  from  heaven,  and  the  words  of  that 
*  voice  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  lawpf  command- 
ments, that  brought  me  to  Christ  And  I  believe 
J  felt  as  much  of  the  law's  condemning  power  as 
any  mortal  living,  which,  instead  of  bringing  me 
to  Christ,  brought  me  to  wish  -  that  there  was  no 
God,  no  judgment  to  come,  no  future  reckoning, 
no  eternal  existence  for  my  soul  hereafter,  and 
finally  to  wish  I  had  been  a  beast. 
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I  know  some  now  who  are  in  foUck  despair , 
under  the  law,  and  can  describe  the  law  in  all  its 
dreadful  demands  and  fiery  indignation,  with  as 
much  sensation  as  any  gospel  minister  in  England; 
and  yet  it  "das  not  brought  theni  to  Christ,  not  do 
I  believe  it  ever  will:  the  Spirit  of  faith  must 
work  a  confidence  in  the  mind  before  the  sinner 
comes  to  God  by  Christ  It  is. faith  that  is  the 
moving  foot ;  "  he  that  cometh  to  God  must  be- 
lieve that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them 
that  diligently  seek  him/'  tleb.  xi.  6.  And  this 
faith  is  always  accompanied  with  the  Lord's  re- 
vealed arm;  "  Who  hath  believed  our  report?  and 
to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed?"  No 
coming  after  the  Saviour  till  this  is  the  case.  **  As 
many  as  were  otdained  to  etjfrnal  life  believed," 
Acts  xiii.  48.  And  all  will  agree  that  Unbelief  is 
a  departing  from  God,  Heb.  iii.  IS;  and  that  faith 
is  a  coming  to  him;  '^  and  the  law  is  not  of  faith; 
but  the  man  that  doeth  them  shall  live  in  them," 
Gal.  iii«  12.  It  is  easy  to  prove  that  all  th« 
drawing,  bringing,  and  coining  to. Christ,  lies  in 
unconditional  promises,  which  must  belong  to  th« 
better  covenant,  called  the  covenant  of  proinise, 
Eph.  ii.  12. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  law  cannot  give  life, 
justify  the  sinner,  or  lead  him  to  Christ;  but,  if 
any  are  contentious,  and  will  have  it  that  the 
law's  conditional  promise  of  lite  be  meant  of 
eternal  life  in  glory,  it  is  plain  that  the  law  pro- 
mised what  it  cannot  perform ;  for,  if  '^  there  had 
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been  a  hw  given  which  couid  have  given  life, 
verily  righteousnesiS  should  have  come  by  the  law;'* 
hut,  as  it;  does  not,  I  choose  not  to  ^^  frustrate  the 
grace  of  God,  for,  if  righteousness  come  by  the 
law,  then  Christ  is  dead  in  vaia,"  Gal.  ii.  21. 
But,  if  only  temporal  life  be  intended  in  the 
law's  promise,  agreeable  to  the  first  commandment 
with  promise,  which  is,  ^*  Honour  thy  father  and 
thy  mother,  that  thy  days  may  be  loi^  in  the 
land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee,"  then, 
according  to  David's  account,  it  is  but  a  poor  lift 
at  best  that  the  law  promises;  "  the  days  of  our 
years  are  threescore  years  and  ten;  and,  if  by 
reason  of  strength  they  be  fourscore  years,  yet  is 
their  strength  labour  andjiorrow/'  And  labour 
and  sorrow  are  of  so  little  value  to  a  soul  that 
desires  to  be  with  Christ,  that  it  is  hardly  worth 
his  white  to  contend  for  it 

It  appears  plain  to  me  that  the  man  who  has 
felt  mos|:  of  the  law's  severity  will  handle  it  the 
most  lawfully;  and  he  that  is  a  stranger  to  the 
terrors  of  the  law  knows  the  least  of  the  sweet- 
ness of  the  gospel;  he  that  is  muddy  in  the  gospel 
is  the  sai^e  in  the  law.  The  bri^test  evangelist 
is  the  best  law  preacher,  as  appears  by  the  doc- 
triiie  of  our  dear  RedeCToer,  who  preached  the 
gospel  with  such  clearness  as  none  can,  and  the 
law. in  such  a  light  as  n<Mie  ever  did.  Therefore 
he  that  legally  sticks  to  the  law  is  sure  to  obsiottre 
the  gospel;  and  the  greatest  advocates  in  preten- 
sion for  the  law  are  the  greatest  enievies^  t^  ^e 
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liberty  of  the.  gc^d,  aiid  tbe  vilest  bfaspiiamr$ 
of  God;  witness  our  British  Pope,  1  m&in  the 
Aiminian  li^nder^  who  in  shew  and  pretence,  is  tbi 
greatest  advoca^te  for  the  law  in  the  island  of 
Great  Bntain.    And  I  thmk  I  can  defy  ^1  th« 
annals  of  earth  atnd  hsell  to  prodnee  sw:h  dreadful 
Iriasphemy  asi  he  has  taught  and  published.     Pro* 
duce  me^  if  you  can,  one  nionster  of  a  profesaor, 
not  excluding  ercn  Cain,  who  has  called  the  ever- 
lasting righteoiKness  of  the  Son  of  God  imputed 
iionsense,  the  decree  jpf  God  a  hotribte  decree, 
and  the  doctrraes  of  election  arid  predestination 
the  deviFa  law!  .1  defy  you  all  to  produce  such 
blasphemy  from  any  creature^  eithei  men  or  devils^ 
till  our  presen^t  legal  advocatte  appeared.     We  ait 
know  that  Gods  decree  of  predestination  was 
settled  from  etemi^,  before  there  was  a^  dievSv 
at  all;  thei-cfore  it  could  not  be  any  law  of  hisL 
Had  he  laid  by  his  doctrine  of  fleshly  perfection, 
and  called  the  corruptions  of  tfaae  ChdEstimi's:  hfsaxt, 
that  wars  against  tlie  law  0((  his<  mind^  the  deviJfs 
law,  he*  would  have  been  in;  the  right;  for  ti|ke 
devil's  law  it  eei^taitily  is,,  or  else  it  wonld  nevw 
war  against  the  Jaw  of  God,,  which  i&  written  in 
the  Chriatiau's  mind;  and  it  is  plain  that  the  devil 
pnt  it  there  at  first,  Gen.  iii.  4;:  and  labonrs:  tJb 
maintain  its  authority  now^  even-  in  the  best  of 
saints,,  and  in.  the  rays  of  the  briglitest^  light  thait 
^rtT  abone  in  a  saint,  Rmn,  yii.  22,.  23* 

It  appears  plain  that  the  law  cannot,  give,  spi- 
lituali  temporal,  oi:  etemaf  life;  nor  cad  therlanlr 
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keep  any  sort  of  life  sure  to  the  Christian ;  for 
^'  the  life  that  now  is,  and  that  which  is^  to  come,", 
lies  in  a  promise.  Nor  is  a  Christian  to  live  under 
the  law  as  a  covenant  of  works;  nor  shall  sin 
have  dominion  over  them  that  refuse  thus  to  live; 
for  such  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace; 
nor.  arc  they  to  serve  God  in  that  legal  yoke, 
which  none  can  bear,  but  to  take  Christ's  yoke 
upon  them,  and  serve  God  in  nevmess  of  the  spirit, 
and  not  in  the  oldness  of  the  letter. 

Nor  is  the  real  saint  commanded  to  keep  the 
law  perpetually  before  his  eyes ;  but  to  have  re- 
spect '  to  ^1  his  commandments,  aind  set  God 
always  before  his  face,  that  he  may  be  at  his  hand 
in  every  time  of  danger,  so  that  lie  may  not  be 
greatly  moved.  .  Thus  Paul  sets  us  a  race  to  run, 
and  tells  us  to  run  it  **  looking  to  Jesus,  the 
author  and  finisher  of  our  faith.'*  And,  as  God 
has  proi](iised  to  keep  that  man  in  perfect  peace 
whose  mind  is  stayed  on  him,  and  has  com- 
manded every  believer  to  walk  in  Christ  Jesus 
the  Lord  as  they  received  him,  I  believe  those 
Christians  who  take  him  as  he  has  revealed  him- 
self to  them;  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life; 
will  be  found  the  best  observers  of  the  law  in 
the  end;  unless  we  suppose  that  union  with 
Christ,  and  a  sense  ^  of  pardoning  love,  destroys 
good  works.  However,  as  the  Lord  is  the  root 
and  stock  of  every  real  Christian,  union  and 
communion  with  him  is  the  only  way  for  the 
tree  to  be  made  good;  and  Tcuth  has  said  that. 
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^  if  the  tree  be  good,   the  fruit  will  be  good 
mlso." 

I  now  pass  on  to  shew  that  by  faith  we  may 
understand  four  things. 

First,  the  object  of  faith.   , 
Secondly,  the  doctrines  of  faith. 
Thirdly,  the  grace  of  faith :  and| 
Fourthly,  the  life  of  faith. 

t'irst,  the  object  of  faith: 

The  uriity  of  the  divine  essence  is  the  grand 
object  of  faith :  there  is  one  God.  "  Hear,  O 
Israel !  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord.''  A  plu-^ 
rality  of  persons  in  the  unity  of  the  Godhead  is 
an  object  of  faith  also.  "There  ate  three  that 
bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  die  Word,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost:  and  these  three  are  otoe,''  1  John 
V.  7.  The  nearest  person  to  our  faith  is  the  Sa- 
viour ;  for  it  is  by  him  that  we  believe  in  God, 
1  Peter  i.  21.  And  again;  "  Ye  believe  ill  God, 
believe  also  in  me,'^  as  the  way  to  him.  As  we 
are  baptized  in  the  nanie  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as^ 
well  as  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
Mark  xvi.  16;  so  are  we  blessed  in  the  name  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  as  well  as  in  the  name  of  the 
Father  and  the  Son;  "The  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,,  and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  {eU 
lowship  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  with  you  all/ 
The  distinct  personality  and  essential  divinity  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  are  clearly  asserted  in  the  book 
of  Qod,  wherefore  thp  plurality  of  petBons  in 
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ibe  Godhead  must  be  credited  aad  acktiovrledg^d 
by  every  real  believer  as  the  object  of  faith. 
There  is  no  coming  to  the  full  assurance  of  un- 
derstanding until  we  acknowledge  the  mystery 
of  God,  and  of  the  Father,  and  of  Christ,  Col. 

Secondly,  by  ftith  we  may  understand  the 
doctrines  of  faith,  as  the  .apostle  ,did.  "  But  they 
had  iieard  only,  that  he  who  persecuted  us  in 
times  past  now  preacheth  the  faith  ivhich  once 
he  destroyed,"  which  I  take  to  be  intent  of  the 
doctrines  that  he  preached*  Th^  doctrines  of 
£uth  are  too  numerous  to  be  all  inserted  here. 
The  main  and  most  essential  points  are  the  doo- 
trines  <rfxhciTrinity,  before  mentioned,  the  dck:- 
trines  of  lAecticm  and  predestination  to  life,  which 
ane  always  revealed  to  real  faith..  Hence  faith  is 
called,  by  way  of  distinction,  the  faith  of  God's 
elect.  Tit.  i.  1 ;  becanse  it  is  ne%'er  found  but  in 
the  elect  of  God;  and  because  real  faith  lays  hold 
6h  the  doctrines  of  election,  which  £ilse  £a,i:th  calls 
a  horrible  decree. 

'  The  doctrine  of  particular  redemption  is  a 
doctrine  of  faith.  Faith  overcomes  the  frowns, 
the  smiles,  the  rage,  the  vanities,  tlie  false  reli- 
ie^ian,  t£  the  world,  and  the  god  of  this  world  also. 
I^^Tlusiis  the  victory  tliat  overcometh  the  world, 
fevcn  owr  faitk''  And  feith  does  this  by  the  blood 
ofthe  Lamb.  The  doctrine  of  free  justification  by 
an  in^uted  righteousness  is  a  doctrine  of  faith;* 
hence  iidf  uted  righteou^iess  is  calkd,  by**  way  of^ 
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diistiiictioii/   the   righteousness  of  faith,    Rom. 
iv.  1 1 ;  and  x.  6. 

The  doctrine  of  effectual  grace  changing  and 
renewing  the  soul  is  a  doctrine  of  faith;  for  every 
real  bbliever  is  thus  renewed  in  his  measure.  The 
final  perseverance  of  the  saints  is  a  doctrine  of 
faith;  hence  the  Christian  is  said  to  be  *^  kept  by 
the  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  salvation,** 
1  Pet.  i.  5.  The  grace  of  faith  may  be  implied  in 
my  text 

As  a  most  valuable  blessing  given  of  God, 
Eph.  ii.  8;  and  a  choice  fruit  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
Gal.  X.  23 ;  secured  to  every  chosen  sheep  of 
Christ,  and  none  else;  "  Ye  believe  not,  because 
ye  are  ndt  of  my  sheep,  as  I  said  unto  you,"  John 
X*  26.  But  those  who  were  ordained  to  eternal 
life  were  also  ordained  to  live  by  faith,  for  **  as 
msmy  as  were  ordained  to  eternal  life  believed." 

The  life  and  feats  of  faith  may  be  implied  in 
my  text,  as  it  is  a  grace  that  God  highly  honours, 
"  All  things  are  possible  to  him  that  believeth." 
And  it  is  a  grace  that  highly  honours  God,  by 
giving  all  the  glory  to  him;  Abraham  "  was  strong 
in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God."  It  is  a  grace  that 
attends  every  prevalent  petition,  and  without  it 
all  prayer  is  vain.  It  is  a  grace  that  God  is  Well 
pleased  with,  for  ^*  without  faith  it  is  impossible 
to  please  God."  It  is  a  grace  that  receives  all 
supplies  from  the  Saviour's  fulness;  hence  we  ar* 
said  to  "  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God."  It 
is  a  grace  that  gives  the  Saviour  a  comfortable 
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re&idencr,  a  dwelling  iiji  tbe  heart,  because  it  works 
by  love  to  him;  "  that  Christ  iii^y  dwfeU  in  yojif  . 
hearts  by  faith."  Faith  is  said  to  be  "  the  subst^cc 
of  things  hoped  for,  the  eyidence  of  things  not 
seen,**  Heb.  xi.  L  Our  present  and  eternal  portion 
i$  said  to  lie  in  It;  "  Hath  ^ot  God,  chosen  the 
poor  Af  this  world  rich  in  faith  ? "  In  short,  it  is 
a  grace  that  purifies  the  heart;  that  works  by  love, 
that  pvercomes  the  world;  it  has  subdued  king- 
doms, wrought  righteousness,  stopped  the  p[K3!uths 
of  lions,  quenched  the  violence  of'  fire,  escaped 
the  edge  of  the  sword,  out  of  weakness  has  m^ 
strong,  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  and  turned,  to  flight 
all  the  armies  of  the  aliens.  It  is  a  grace  tliat 
empties  the  creature^  and,  as  a  strong  hand,  lays 
hold  of  Christ;  as  an  eye,  it  looks  to  Christ;  as jk 
mouth,  it  feeds  on  Christ,  and  brings  every  supply 
from  him:  and  its  business  is  to  honour  Qod,  and 
feed  the  soul.  Righteousness  ^:pd  strength,  light 
and  life,  peace  and  joy,  the  blessings  necessary  for 
this  life,  and  the  glory  of  the  next,  are  promised 
to  saving  faith-  And  it  is  a  grace  that  will  always 
she\y  itj^elf  by  its  fruits,  without  a  person's  sound- 
ing  his  own  trumpet  before  bini,  as  the  hypot 
crites  do. 

I  go  on  to  prove  that  by  preaching  of  faith 
we  establish  the  law,  and  how* 

First,  by  preaching  the  grand .  satisfaction  of 
Christ  we  prove  that  the  law  is  obeyed,  magnified^ 
and  made  honourable,  by  one  who  is  equal  to  the 
lawgiver,   and   consequently  equal   to   the   law. 
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Christ  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  witli 
God,  yet  took  on  him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and 
became  obedient  from  his  birth  -unto  hii^  death, 
even  the  death  of  the  cross,  Phil.  ii.  6 — 8.  By 
Christ's  life  the  law  was  made  honourable,  and 
by  his  death  Justice  got  her  utmost  demands: 
thus  truth,  with  respect  to  all  the  promises  and 
shadows  that  went  before  concerning  Christ,  and 
salvation  by  him,  was  fully  cleared;  and  God's 
honour,  which  was  much*  obscured  by  every  trans-* 
gressor,  was  restored  to  its  lustre  and  glory  by  the 
perfect  obedienpe  of  his  Son;  and  a  glorious  way 
was  opened  for  mercy  to  reign  triumphant,  to  the 
honour  of  justice. 

Is  the  law  glorious,  holy,  just,  good,  spiritual, 
true,  and  eternal  ?  Let  it  be  so.  Christ  is  the  ex* 
press  image  of  the  Father's  person,  and  the  bright- 
ness of  his  glory.  Is  the  law  holy?  Christ  is  the 
Holy  One.  Is  the  law  just?  Christ  is  the  Just  One. 
Is  the  law  good  ?  Christ  is  the  good  Shepherd.  Is 
the  law  spiritual?  Christ  is  the  Lord  from  hea- 
ven, the  quickening  spirit;  yea,  the  resurrection 
and  the  life.  Is  the  law  true?  Christ  is  the.  true 
God  and  eternal  life.  Is  the  law  eternal  ?  Christ 
16  the  Alpha  and  Omega,  tire  first  and  the  last. 
Does  the  law  say,  *  Thou  shalt  fear  thy  God  ? ' 
Here  is  a  servant  on  whom  the  Spirit  of  the  fear 
of  the  Lord  rested.  Docs  it  say,  ^  Thou  shalt  love 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart?'  Here  is  a 
person  who  is  really  God,  and  God  is  love.  Does 
the  law  say,  *  Thou  shalt  be  holy,  for  I  the  Lord 
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thy  God  am  holy?'  Here  is  one  that  Is  holy  as 
God,  holy  as  man,  and  holy  as  God-man,  who 
was  born  a  holy  thing,  never  conceived  an  unholy 
thought,  never  spoke  an  unholy  word,  nor  made 
an  unholy  slip  with  his  feet.  "  Which  of  you 
convinceth  me  of  sin;  and,  if  I  speak  the  truth, 
why  do  ye  not  believe  me  ? "  The  devil  himself 
justified  him  when  he  said,  "  I  know  thee  who 

thou  art,  the  Koly  One  of  God."    Judas  justified 
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him  also  when  he  said,  "  I  have  sinned  against 
innocent  blood."  Pilate  justified  him  when  he 
,washed  his  hands  and  said,  ^'  I  am  innocent  of 
the  blood  of  this  just  person;  see  ye  to  it."  His 
wife  justified  him  when  she  said,  "  Have  thou 
nothing  to  do  with  that  just  man,  for  I  have  suf- 
fered many  things  this  day  in  a  dream  because  of 
him."  The  company  of  murderers  justified  him 
when  they  smote  on  their  breasts,  and  said,  "  Truly 
this  was  the'  Son  of  God."  The  soldiers  justified 
him  when  they  declared  the  angels  from  heaven 
had  rolled  away  the  stone  and  sat  upon  it;  and 
the  rulers  justified  him  when  they  said,  "  Take 
thi^  money,  and  say  that  his  disciples  came  by 
night  and  stole  him  away;  and,  if  this  come  to 
the  governor's  ears,  we .  will  persuade  him  and 
secure  you."  God  the  Father  justified  him  by 
raising  him  from  the  dead,  and  us  with  him;  God 
the  Holy  Ghost  justifies  him  by  testifying  of  his 
resurrection,  and  of  his  righteousness,  to  every 
believer;  and  the  Saviour  justified  himself  by  con- 
founding  every  false  witness   at  his    trial,    and 
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striking  his  advet-saries  to  thife  ground  when  they 
came  t6  take  him,  in  fulfilment  of  the  Psalmist's 
prediction,  "  When  they  cajne  to  eat  up  my  flesh 
they  stumbled  and  fell." 

When  the  divine  Lawgiver  saw  such  a  w^on- 
derful  person,  and  such  a  wonderful  obedience, 
every  perfection  of  Deity  harmonized  and  pro^ 
claimed  a  comb  ned  .satisfaction.  Justice  says, 
^  By  the  blood  of  thy  covenant  I  have  sent  forth 
thy  prisoners  out  of  the  pit,  wherein  is  no  water," 
and,  I  am  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  sins,  and  to 
cleanse  from  all  unrighteousness,  1  John  i.  9* 
While  the  Law  says,  *  Get  a  perfect  I'ighteousness, 
and  I  will  never  condemn  thee;'  my  business  is 
to  condertn  the  wicked,  to  bring  his  wickednei^s 
upon  his  own  head,  but  to  justify  the  righteous,  to 
give  him  according  to  his  righteousness,  2  Chron, 
vi.  23.  Holiness  says,  "  I  am  the  Lord  which 
sanctify  you,"  Lev.  xx.  8.  Verity  says.  Receive 
the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free, 
John  viii.  32.  Light  says,  I  will  shine  on  those 
that  sit  in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow  of  death, 
Luke  i.  79'  Wisdom  says,  I  lay  up  sound  wisdom 
for  the  righteous.  Pro  v.  ii.  7;  and  make  them 
wise  unta  salvation,  2  Tim.  iii.  15.  Peace  says, 
I  proclaim  "  peace  to  him  that  is  afar  oiF,  and  to 
him  that  is  near,"  Isa.  Ivii.  19-  Lovingkindness 
says;  I  will  never  leave  him  nor  forsake  him, 
Psalm  lixxxix.  33.  Faithfulness  says,  I  Avill  never 
alter  the  word  that  is  gone  out  of  my  lips ;  my 
covenant  will  I  not  break,  nor  suffer  my  faithful- 


40 

ncss  to  fail.  Mercy  says,  I  will  be  merciful  to 
whom  I  will  be  merciful,  and  I  will  b^  built  up 
for  ever,  Psalm  Ixxxix.  2,  Omnipresence  says^ 
**  And  lo !  I  am  with  you  al way,  even  unto  the 
end  of  the  world,"  Matt  xxviii.  20.  And  Omni- 
potence says,  "  My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee, 
for  my  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness," 
2  Cor.  xii.  9.  Life  says,  "  Because  I  live,  ye  shaJl 
live  also,"  John  xiv.  19*  Eternity  says,  "  Israel 
shall  be  saved  in  the  Lord  with  an  everlasting 
salvation,"  Isa.  xlv.  17.  Glory  says,  He  raiseth 
up  the  beggars  from  the  dunghill,  and  maketh 
them  to  inherit  the  throne  of 'glory^  1  Sam.  ii.  8. 
And  the  triune  Jehovah  says.  They  shall  be  made 
perfect  in  one,  John  xvii.  23;  and  "  filled  with 
all  the  fulness  of  God,"  Eph.  iii.  19. 

Thus  we  establish  the  law  in  the  hand  of  the 
Lawgiver,  to  the  honour  of,  and  agreeable  to,  the 
joint  declaration  of  all  the  perfections  of  Deity; 
while  God  justifies  the  ungodly.  God  having  his 
law  magnified  by  the  Saviour's  life,  and  justice 
fully  satisfied  by  his  death,  the  Saviour's  obedience 
becomes  the  honourabk  basis  of  a  throne  of  grace: 
"  Justice  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  thy 
throne;  mercy  and  truth  shaU  go  before  thy  face/' 
Thus  God  appears  just,  both  to  the  precept  and 
to  the  penalty  of  the  law,  even  when  he  justifies 
a  sinner,  as  it  is  written,  "  Whom  God  hath  set 
forth  to  be  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  hi# 
blood,  to  declare  at  this  time  his  righteousness^ 
[or  justice]  that  he  might  be  just,  and  the  justifier 
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5f  him  which  believeth  in  Jesus,**  Rom.  iii-  fil5, 
I'Hus  the  law  is  established  in  the  hatid  of  thi 
Lawgiver. 

Secondly,  we  establish  the  law,  as  disarmed  of 
ks^  ciirse  and  condemning  power,  in  the  heart  of 
the  mediatorial  king,  Christ  Jesus.  When  •  ht 
came  to  fulfil  it  he  said,  "  Thy  law  is  within  my 
heart,'*  Psalm  xl.  8.  As  the  law  used  to  be  shut 
tip  in  the  ark,  which  was  a  true  type  of  Christ; 
^o  Christ,  having  taken  the  sentence  which  was 
against  us,  and  contrary  to  us,  out  of  the  way, 
nailed  it  to  his  cross.  Col.  ii.  14.  Hence  the  Lord 
Jesus  keeps  the  magnified  and  disarmed  law  in 
his  own  heart,  and  appears  both  a  just  God  and  a 
Saviour,  inasmuch  as  he  did  not  save  any  but  at 
the  expense  of  his  blood.  "  Ye  are  not  your  own, 
ye  are  bought  with  a  price,"  1  Cor.  vi.  SO.  Thus 
the  Christian  is  "  not  without  law  to  God,  but 
under  the  law  to  Christ." 

Thirdly,  we  establish  the  law  in  the  heart  of 
every  real  child  of  God,  as  it  is  written,  "  But 
this  shall  be  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with 
the  house  of  Israel  after  those  days,  saith  thd 
Lord;  I  will  put  my  law  in  their  inward  parts, 
and  write  it  in  their  hearts,  and  will  be  theii*  God, 
and  they  shall  be  my  people,"  Jer,  xxxi,  53^,  And 
by  preaching  up  an  imputed  righteousness  com-? 
l^iensurate  to  the  law,  and  the  love  of  God  that 
fulfils  the  law,  we  establish  the  law  as  fulfilled  in 
the  heart  of  a  Christian.  The  law  says  nothing 
Against  a  Surety,  nothing  against  an  impute4 
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the  love  of  God.  Hence  we  conclude,  with  the 
apostle,  that  the  believer  has  the  righteousness  of 
Christ  on  him,  and  the  love  of  God  shed  abroad 
ip  him ;  the  first  being  adeq|uate  to  tlje  law,  and 
the.  latter  the  fulfilment  qf  it.  We  may  tljerefore 
say,  in  the  language  of  scripture,  that  tjie  righte- 
ousness of  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  than  who  walk 
not  after  the  fleshji  |>ut  after  the  Spirit,  |loiji,  viii.  4, 
Thus  the  law  is  established  in  the  he^rt  of  every 
child  qf  God. 

Fourthly,  we  establish  the,  law  in  the  haiid  of 
justice  as  a  covenant  of  works,  demanding  perfect 
and  perpetual  obedience  of  all  the  unconverted 
offspring  of  Adam,  on  penalty  of  damnation.  And 
the  law  stands,  in  all  its  divine  sanction,  against 
*  every  squl  that  is  out  of  Christ.  "  As  many  as  are 
of  the  works  of  the  law  are  under  the  curse  of  it,** 
Gal.  iii.  10.  And  the  just  Judge  of  all  tl^e  earth 
stands  bound  by  diyjne  verity  to  pass  the  sen- 
tence of  the  law  on  all  that  die  under  it  j  "  Depart 
from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  prcr 
pared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels,"  Matt.  xxv.  41. 
Thus  the  law  is  established  in  the  hands  of  jusr 
tice,  and  is  the  immutable  basis  of  a  throne  of 
judgment.  Take  away  the  law,  and  down  comes 
the  throne  of  judgment;  for '^  where  there  is  no 
law  there  is  no  transgression,"  and  consequently 
no  call  for  a  judge,  or  a  judgment  seat.  But  God 
has  prepared  his  throne  for  judgment.  And  we 
affirip  that,  though  Christ  has  magnified  the  law. 
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and  ^lade  it  honourable,  yet  he  never  abolished, 
but  fulfilled  it,  never  having,  repealed  or  made  it 
void  in  any  sense  whatever. 

Fifthly,  as  so  rnapy  of  the  glorious  attributes 
of  God  appear  in  the  law,  and  the  law  is  divine 
and  spiritual,  so  is  it  eternal  also,  and  established 
for  ever.  Tlierefore  they  who  die  under  it,  as  a 
covenant  of  works,  shall  find,  to  their  everlasting 
confusion,  that  the  law  shall  never  pass  away ;  that 
not  a  jot  or  tittle  of  it  shall  ever  fjiil,  be  repealed, 
altered,  mitigated,  or  abolished ;  but  the  wicked 
shall  go  away  into  eternal  punishment.  I  am 
credibly  informed  that  the  same  word,  eternal, 
which  fixes  the  state  of  the  just,  fixes  also  the 
doom  of  the  damned;  and  every  hypocrite  may 
say  what  Christ  declares  to  every  unbeliever, 
"  Wbither  I  go  ye  cannot  come ;"  ye  cannot  pass 
over  the  gulph  fixed,  to  come  from  the.  regions  of 
the  de^-d.  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  that  ye 
^  shall  by  no  means  come  out  thence  till  ye  have 
paid  the  veiy  last  mit^,  Luke  xii.  59.  But  lying 
in  a  prison  never  pays  debts,  much  less  can  the 
damnation  of  a  sinner,  who  will  curse  his  Maker 
to  all  eternity,  be  meritorious;  as  some  blaspher 
mously  assert,  who  have  of  late  invented  a  second 
purgatory,  declaring  that,  after  sinners  have  lain 
in  hell  foi^  a  certain  time,, all,  even  devils,  shall  b« 
restored  to  the  divine  favour;  which  is  hard  to 
account  for,  seeing  there  are  some  who  never 
w^re  in  the  divine  favour  at  all;  and  that  the 
damned  shall  suffer  for  a  time,  after  the  judgment 
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day,  is  altogether  as  strange,  when  Christ  has 
sworn  that  time  ^hall  be  no  more.  The  judgment 
of  the  wicked,  and  time,  then  will  both  end  toge- 
ther. All  beyond  time  is  vast  eternity,  and,  if 
eternity  can  find  a  period,  then  may  such  a  gaol- 
delivery  take  place.    Thus  we  establish  tha  sen- 
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tence  of  the  law,  and  the  wrath  and  execution  of 
it,  together  with  all  its  thundering  contents,  in 
every  spirit,  angelic  or  human,  even  in  hell.  "  If 
I  make  my  bed  in  hell,  thou  art  there  also."  "  Do 
we  then  make  void  the  law  through  faith?  God 
forbid;  yea,  we  establish  the  law/' 

Sixthly,  we  establish  the  law  before  the  eyes 
of  eveiy  real  believer,  as  a  bound  that  God  has 
fixed,  prohibiting  all  iniquity  at  the  expense  of 
the  rod  of  his  fatherly  displeasure.  "  But,  if  bis 
children  forsake  my  law,  and  walk  not  in  my 
judgments,  then  will  I  visit  their  transgre^on 
with  the  rod,  and  their  iniquity  with  stripes* 
Nevertheless  my  lovingkindness  will  I  not  utterly 
take  from  him,  nor  suffer  my  faithfulness  to  fail," 
Psalm  Ixxxix.  30,  32,  33. 

We  establish  the  law  in  the  affections  of  a 
real  believer,  by  telling  him  that  the  law  is  now 
a  friend  to  him,  he  being  in  Christ  Jesus.  The 
law  is  kind  in  allowing  the  poor  debtor  a  Surety, 
the  Creditor  was  kind  in  sending  one,  and  the 
Surety  was  kind  in  paying  the  debt.  The  law 
finds  no  fault  with  an  imputed  righteousness;  n<Nr 
can  it  condemn  the  man  that  is  found  in  one. 
*'  KnQwiiig  this,  that  the  law  is  not  made  fw  [tQ 
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condemn}  a  tighteous  man,  but  far  [to  condemn] 
the  lawless  and  disobedient,**  1  Timi  }.  9. 

The  law  is  no  foe  to  a  debtor  that  is  cleared 
by  a  surety;  for  instance,  suppose  I  owe  fifty 
pounds,  and  am  imprisoned  for  it,  a  surety  stands 
forth  and  pays  the  debt,  and  gets  a  receipt  from 
the  creditor;  no  just  creditor  will  attempt  to 
keep  me  in  prison  after  payment :  so  the  Christian, 
when  be  has  got  the  witness  of  God  in  his  heart, 
comes  out'  by  law.  Thus  such  a  change  in  aifairs 
makes  a  terrible  law  a  friend  to  a  prisoner.  Again, 
suppose  an  innocent  person  and  a  murderer  are 
both  sworn  against,  as  guilty  of ^one  and  the  same 
crime,  when  upon  a  fair  trial  the  innocent  person 
is  cleared,  and  the  murderer  cast;  the  same  law 
which  is  an  enemy  to  the  murderer  is  the  friend 
to  the  innocent:  so  here  the  accusing  devil  tor- 
ments* both  the .  righteous  and  the  wicked;  but 
in  the  eyes  of  law  and  justice  the  righteous  it 
found  complete  in  Christ  Jesus ;  Justice  says,  *  I 
see  no  sin  in  Jacob,  nor  perverseness  in  Israel,* 
Numb,  xxiii.  £1.  But  the  unjustified  person  is 
found  in  old  Adam,  under  Adam's  law,  a  hater 
of  God  and  of  the  godly;  and  to  such  Justice 
«ays,  "No  murderer  hath  eternal  life  abiding 
in  him.'*  Here  the  law,  which  is  the  adversary 
to  the  infidel,  is  a  friend  to  the  believer;  and 
no  wcmder,  when  retributive  Justice  says,  '  I 
am  faithful  and  just  tf>  forgive  you  your  sins^ 
and  to  cleanse  you  from  all  nnrightepusness/ 
I  John  i  9. 
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To  be  brief;  it  is^  the  act  of  a  just  God,  and 
consistent  with  law  and  justice,  to  justify  the  un- 
godly by  the  imputation  of  the  Surety's  righte- 
ousness. Hence  the  justified  soul  sees  law  and 
justice,  as  they  are  found  in  the  Mediator,  both 
friends  to  him;  and,  having  a  righteousness  on 
him  that  is  commensurate  with  the  law,  the  lan- 
guage of  his  faith  is,  "  With  my  mind  I  serve  the 
law  of  God."  Such  a  soul  knows  that  love  is  the 
fulfilling  of  the  law;  and,  as  love  is  the  very  soul 
of  the  new  creature,  he  can  say,  in  holy  triumph, 
"  I  delight  in  the  law  of  God  after  the  inner  man." 
And  he  that  walks  in  faith  and  love  walks  in  the 
commandment^  of  the  Jx)rd  blameless;  nor  has 
such  a  soul  any  just  cause  to  be  ashamed,  having 
a  respect  to  all  the  commandments.  Thus  we 
establish  the  law,  as  disarmed  of  its  curse  and 
condemning  power,  by  Christ,  before  the  eyes, 
and  in  the  affections,  of  every  real  believer.  "  Do 
we  then  make  void  the  law  through  faith  ?  God 
forbid,  •  Yea^  we  establish  the  law." 

If  the  legalist  that  works  for  life  can  get  the 
inheritance,  then  faith  is  made  void,  and  the  pro- 
mise of  God  of  none  effect,  Rom.  iv.  14.  But "  is 
the  law  then  against  the  promises  of  God  ?  God 
forbid,"  Gal.  iii.  21.  And,  if  preaching  of  faith 
overthrows  the  law,  then  the  law  is  made  void. 
But "  do  we  then  make  void  the  law  through  faith? 
God  forbid,"  says  my  text  Thus  the  law  is  esta- 
blished \^rithout  any  prejudice  to  the  promise,  and 
faith  in  the  pron^ise  is  established  M^ithout  sixij 
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prejudice  to  the  law.    J  now  go  on  to  j^hew  Who 
they  are  who  make  void  the  law. 

The  deist  acknowledges  no  Saviour,  no  gospel, 
no  judgment  to  come ;  consequently  no  Judge, 
and  consequently  no  law.  Thus  he  makes  void 
both  law  and  gospel,  and  calls  it  a  system  of  empty 
priestcraft. 

The  universal  lover,  who  declares  that  God 
never  made  any  man  to  damn  him,  but  that  all 
will  be  saved,  whether  elect  or  not,  by  the  doc- 
trine of  universal  redemption ;  he  dethrones  jus^ 
t:ice,  removes,  by  his  damnable  heresy,  the  judg- 
ment seat,  and  consequently  leaves  the  law  void 
pf  its  just  possessor;  because  justice  andjudgn^ent 
are  the  habitation  of  God's  throne,  Psal.  Ixxxix.  14, 
And,  if  justice  and  judgment  be  taken  away,  the 
just  God  and  the  Judge  must  of  necessity  go  also* 
Thus  their  dpptrine  makes  vpid  the  law,  and  leaves 
it  without  its  just  inhabitant. 

Thirdly,  the  bli?i4  guide,  who  tells  us  that 
Christ  canie  to  give  a  remedial  law,  to  mitigate 
the  severity  of  the  depalogue,  and  to  set  us  an 
exaniple  by  his  holy  life^  that  we  might  imitate 
him  in  his  walk,  and  be  able  to  keep  this  mild  law; 
he  ijiakes  void  the  law,  by  setting  up  one  of  his 
owi>  contriving. 

And  those  that  tell  us  that  good  works  arc 
meritorious  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  that  God  i^ 
merciful  and  knows  our  failings,  and  will  not  be 
so  extremely  severe  as  his  law  represents  him, 
jjut  in  his  mercy  will  accept  thp  will  for  tl^e  dpec|^ 
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and  that  we  are  to  entertain  the  best  opinion  ot 
his  mercy,  while  truth  and  justice  are  kept  out 
of  sight;  such  explain  away  the  sentence  of  the 
law,  and  all  the  wrath  of  God  revealed  in  it,  and 
so  leave  it  empty,  void,  and  waste,  by  taking  away 
or  obscuring  all  the  dreadful  contents  of  it. 

Fourthly,  the  Arian,  who  takes  away,  by  his 
damnable  heresy,  the  Godhead  of  Christ,  takes 
away  also  the  divinity,  the  spirituality,  the  immu- 
tability, and  the  eternity,  of  the  law,  by  declaring 
that  the  Surety  is  no  more  than  a  mere  man. 
The  surety  must  be  equal  to  the  law;  and,  if  a 
mere  man  was  sufficient  to  fulfil  rt,  and  redeem 
XLS  from  under  it,  then  there  could  be  no  divine 
sanction  belonging  to  it.  Thus  he  makes  void 
the  glory  of  the  law,  by  telling  poor  proud  mortals 
that  the  active  and  passive  obedience  of  a  creature 
Is  sufficient  to  ransom  from  death,  and  to  justify, 
thousands  of  souls  before  God.  Thus  he  eclipses 
the  honour  and  glory  of  all  the  intrinsic  perfec- 
tions of  God  that  appear  in  the  law,  and  leaves  it 
empty,  and  void  of  all  the  glory  of  God  that  ap- 
peared on  the  face  of  Moses :  and  he  strips  the 
law  of  all  its  divine  glory,  by  stripping  the  Saviour 
of  his  Godhead;  and,  consequently,  strips  the  Sa- 
viour's merits  of  their  infinite  and  eternal  worth 
and  dignity.  This  he  does  when  he  tells  us  that 
God  might  have  made  a  saviour  of  him,  if  he  had 
chosen. 

Those  who  labour  to  stuff  the  weaklings  in 
faith,  who  are  galled  with  the  yoke  of  iixt  law^ 
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with  forms  and  modes  of  human  composition,  in 
order  to  heal  the  dreadful  wound,  telling  them 
that  keeping  the  sabbath,  keeping  their  church, 
^nd  coming  to  the  Lord's  table,  is  the  only  way; 
instead  of  leading  them  to  the  liberty  of  the  Spirit 
i;i  Christ  Jesusj  these  make  void  the  thundering 
power  of  the  law;  and,  by  leading  them  to  works 
of  the  flesh,  they  lead  them  to  the  law  of  works 
for  establishment, 

And  those  who  tell  us  that  assuming  the  gown, 
and  reading  the  form  of  prayer,  is  the  only  way  to 
entangle  sinners,  by  fighting  them  with  their  ovrxx 
weapons,  do  in  effect  make  void  the  law ;  as  if  that, 
when  lawfully  handled  under  God,  was  not  suffix 
cient  to  convince  the  sinner,  bring  him  in  guilty,, 
and  stop  the  mouth  of  boasting,  without  the  crafty 
inventions  of  men.  Such  wise  gentlemen  had  better 
lay  by  their  weapons,  and  take  those  that  are  not 
carnal,  "  but  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling 
down  of,  strong  holds,  casting  down  imaginations^ 
and  every  high  thing  that  exalteth  itself  against 
the  knowledge  of- God,  and  bringing  into  capti- 
vity every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Christ,'* 
S  Cor.  X.  4.  Theinan  that  entangles  a  people  in 
the  yoke  of  priestcraft,  and  sets  human  inven'* 
tions  and  human  learning  perpetually  before  theic 
eyes,  establishes  the  faith  of  his  followers  in  the 
wisdom  of  men  imtead  of  the  power  of  God;  and^ 
as  far  as  he  goes  in  this  work,  so  far  h^  make» 
the  cpmrnandments  of  God  of  none  eflfect  by  bi$ 
traditiow- 
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And  preaching  neither  law  nor  g6spel  purely^ 
but  a  jumble  of  both;  beginning  a  discourse  with 
old  wives'  fables  and  country  tales; ;  coming  almost 
to  the  purity  of  the  gospel  in  the  middle  of  tlie 
discourse,  and  ending  with  hell  and  damnation; 
is  veiy  little  better;  for  it  looks  as  if  there  were 
no  evangelical  fruits  of  obedience  to  be  produced 
by  the  grace  of  God;  but  that  all  must  be  forced, 
as  asparagus  or  cucumbers  are,  with  a  violent  and 

disagreeable  heat.     If  we  do  not  rightly  divide 
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the  word  of  truth,  we  make  a  false  jumble  both 
of  law  and  gospel ;  and,  as  far  as  we  confound  or 
blend  the  two  covenants  together,  so  far  we  ob 
scure  the  flames  ^  of  justice  and  the  rays  of  the 
gospel,  and  in  a  sense  make  neither  effectual.  I 
have  heard  many  such  confused  jumbles  of  law 
and  gospel,  linen  and  woollen,  together,  DeuL 
xxii.  11;  oxen  and  asses  in  one  yoke,  Deut  xxii. 
10;  and  diverse  seeds  scattered  in  one  soil,  Lev. 
xix.  19;  all  which  God  strictly  forbids.  Such 
jumbles  serve  to  convince  the  godly  that  such 
preachers'  hearts  are  wholly  void  of  the  power  of 
either  law  or  gospel. 

And  they  do  very  little  better  than  make  void 
the  lawful  use  of  the  law,  who  are  continually 
using  it  as  the  only  way  to  reclaim,  reform,  and 
moralize,  poor  sinners,  without  aiming  at  their 
conversion  to  (jod.  There  can  be  no  fruits  brought 
forth  to  the  glory  of  God  without  transplanting 
and  ingrafting.  The  sinner  must  be  translated 
from  darkness  to  light,  1  Pet.  ii.  9;  and  be  in- 
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grafted  into  Christ  by  faith,  and  united  to  him  in 
the  bond  of  divine  love,  before  he  can  bring  forth 
fruit  unto  God.  "  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit 
of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine,  no  more  can 
ye  except  ye  abide  in  me;  he  that  abideth  in  me, 
and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth  much  fruit : 
for  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing."  Preaching 
the  law  perpetually,  or  even  gospel  doctrines  in  a 
law  spirit,  may  put  Satan  in  fear  of  losing  his 
habitation,  and  in  his  infernal  policy  the  unclean 
spirit  may  go  out  of  the  man;  but,  if  he  returns 
as  an  angel  of  light  to  illuminate,  2  Cor.  xi.  14 ; 
as  a  spirit  of  self-righteousness,  Luke  xviii.  14 ;  a 
spirit  of  pride  in  a  reformation,  Prov:  xxx.  12;  a 
spirit  of  insensibility.  Rev.  iii.  17;  a  spirit  of  vain 
confidence.  Job  xviii.  14 ;  a  spirit  of  blind  zeal^ 
Gal.  iv.  17;  and  as  a  spirit  of  carnal  security,  at- 
tended with  false  joy,  Matt.  xiii.  6;  these  seven 
devils,  entering  into  the  heart  of  the  reformed, 
make  the  last  state  of  that  man  worse  than  the 
first,  Matt.  xii.  45.  And,  when  such  preachers  or 
professors,  thus  reforaied,  turn  Arians,  Antinomi- 
ans,  or,  what  is  still  worse,  Arminians;  then  all  are 
astonished  at  their  departure  from  their  confession ; 
when,  alas,  the  instrumental  cause  of  the  pupiF^ 
apostasy  was  the  tutor's  mongrel  ministry!  Let 
some  in  our  days  look  to  this,  who  have  often 
suffered  loss  in  the  fiery  trial;  and  the  fault  lies  in 
the  mixed  materials,  of  wood,  hay,  and  stubble, 
jumbled  with  the  gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones 
of  the  gospel,  1  Cor.  iii.  12,  13. 


52 

Those  who  catch  a  ft  w  gospel  truths  m  their 
head,  while  destitute  of,  and  sneerers  at,  an  heart- 
felt experience  of  the  force  and  power  of  truth 
on  the  soul,  make  void  both  law  and  gospel  in 
their  life  and  conduct,  while  they  herd  with  the 
wicked,  boast  of  vain  confidence,  and  prate  in 
sinful  company  about  the  word  of  God,  Such 
proclaim  to  the  world  that  thpy  are  under  no  yoke; 
they  are  neither  awed  by  the  law,  nor  constrained 
by  the  gospel;  they  are  vain  in  their  imaginationsi 
and,  though  their  head  be  enlightened,  yet  their 
foolish  heart  is  darkened,  Rom.  i.  21.  But  this 
will  be  the  case  where  the  heart  never  was  united 
to,  nor  any  pleasure  taken  in  the  happy  enjoyment 
of,  Christ  Jesus. 

I  come  now  to  make  a  modest  inquiry  whether 
the  decalogue  of  itself,  exclusive  of  the  promises 
and  other  parts  of  scripture,  be  a  sufficient  and  a 
scriptural  rule  for  the  real  Christian's  life,  walk, 
and  conversation. 

The  word  Rule  in  scripture  chiefly  means  two 
things;  first,  dominion,  government,  or  authority; 
cither  given  of  God,  or  usurped.  "  By  me  princes 
rule,  and  nobles,  even  all  the  judges  of  the  earth," 
!Prov.  viii.  l6;  and  again,  "  As  for  my  people,  wo- 
men rule  over  them."  But  tlie  law  as  a  covenant 
of  works,  16  not  to  reign  and  rule  over  a  believer, 
no  i  "  Sin  shall  not  have  dominion  over  you;  for 
ye  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace,"  Rom* 
vi.  14;  we  are  under  the  law  in  no  other  seiise 
than  to  Christ,  1  Cor,  ix.  £1.    Christ  is  the  be- 
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lieyei's  supreme  Head  and  Ruler;  "Out  of  thcc 
shall  he  come  forth  unto  me,  that  is  to  be  the 
Ruler  in  Israel:  whose  goings  forth  Imve  been 
from  of  old,  from  everlasting." 

Secondly,  the  word  Rule  in  scripture  some- 
times means  an  instrument,  by  which  lines  are 
drawn;  "  the  carpenter  stretcheth  out  his  ru^e^ 
he  marketh  it  out  with  a  line :  he  fitteth  it  with 
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planes,  and  he  marketh  it  out  with  the  comr 
pass* 

Novv:,  as  a  rule  is  an  instruinent  to  work  by, 
the  law,  if  it  be  a  sufficient  rule  of  life,  must  be 
an  instrument  of,  government,  given  by  the  su- 
preipe  Ruler  for  a  Christian  to  work  by,  to  live  by, 
to  walk  by,  and  to,  converse  by. 

i  once  l^ad  a  dispute  with  a  good  minister  of 
Jesus  Christ,  who,  I  believe,  argued  with  me  out 
of  love.  He  insisted  upon  it  that  the  decalogue, 
or  ten  commandments,  was  the  believer's  only 
rule  of  life;  which  he  tried  to  prove  by  quoting 
some  passages  out  of  Paul's  epistle  to  the  Romans; 
if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  words  are  in  the  9th 
and  10th  verses  of  the  13th  chapter.  He  said 
that  the  Romans,  to  whom  Paul  wrote,  were  be- 
lievers in  Jesus  Christ,  arid  that  Paul  sent  those 
commandments  to  them  as  a  rule  of  life.  We  did 
not  altogether  agree  in  these  things ;  but  parted 
very  good  friends,  and  I  hope  we  shall  always 
continue  so. 

A  rule  of  divine  life  the  decalogue  can  never 
be;  for  life  comes  npt  by  working,  or  walking; 
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life  is  the  gift  of  God,  a  blessing  of  the  covenant 
of  grace,  which  was  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus  be- 
fore the  world  began,  and  so  before  there  was  any 
law  at  all.  Nor  is  spiritual  life  kept  up  either  by 
working  or  walking,  but  by  believing;  nor  is  it 
treasured  up  in  the  law,  for  Christ  is  our  life;  and 
we  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God.  "  He 
that  belie veth  hath  everlasting  life;  and  whoso- 
ever  liveth  and  believeth  shall  never  die/'  The 
decalogue  is  neither  the  fountain  nor  the  rule  of 
divine  life  to  a  Christian;  for  the  law  quickens 
Hone.  Drvine  life  came  from  another  fountain, 
and  is  kept  up  by  another  rule. 

.  As  it  is  not  a  rule  of  divine  life,  let  us  try  it 
as  a  rule  of  direction  for  a  believer  in  all  that  he 
does,  and  in  all  that  befalls  him  in  this  life.  We 
will,  in  the  first  place,  bring  some  of  the  actions 
of  former  saints,  and  some  of  our  own  also^  and 
lay  them  to  the  decalogue  as  the  only  rule,  and 
6ee  how  they  will  fit. 

We  read  that,  when  Abraham  heard  that  his^ 
brother  Lot  was  taken  captive,  he  armed  his 
trained  servants,  born  in  his  house,  three  hundred 
and  eighteen,  and  pursued  them  unto  Dan.  And 
he  divided  himself  against  them,  he,  and  his  ser- 
vants, by  night,  and  smote  them ;  and  Melchisedec, 
the  priest  of  the  most  high  God,  went  out  and  met 
him,  and  in  the  name  of  God  blessed^him,  as  soon 
as  he  returned  from  the  slaughter  of  the  kings, 
Gen.  xiv.  14 — 19.  Heb.  vii.  1,  These  kings  had 
not  declared  war  with  Abraham,  nor  had  thej^ 
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invaded  his  property^  that  he  should  kill  them ; 
nor  had  they  killed  his  brother,  that  he  should 
avenge  his  blood ;  for  Abraham  brought  Lot  back 
alive.  Now  lay  these  things  to  the  decalogue,  as 
the  only  rule,  and  see  how  they  fit.  "  Thou  shalt 
not  kill."    .  ; 

But  you  may  object,  and  say  that  that  com-^ 
mandment  was  not  extant  in  the  days  of  Abra- 
ham; I  say,  it  was,  and  that  Cain  had  felt  the 
heavy  curse  due  to  mi;irder  above  two  thousand 
years  before  Abraham  was  born;  and  the  com- 
mandment was  given  in  plain  words  to  Noah, 
**  Whoso  sheddeth  man's  bloOd  by  man  shall  his 
blood'  be  shed;  for  in  the  image  of  God  made  he 
man,"  Gen.  ix.  6!.  Abraham  attempted  and  in- 
tended to  have  offered  up  his  own  son,  and  drew 
the  knife  to  do'  it,  and  ^in  his  heart  did  so.  But 
God  received  him  as  a  burnt-offering  in  a  figure, 
accepting  his  servant's  obedient  will  for  the  real 
deed.  Lay  this  to  the  same  rule,  and  it  will  lie 
crooked  also.  Phineas,  the  son  of  Aaron  the 
high  priest,  kills  Zimri  and  Cozbi  in  the  act  of 
adultery.  Num.  xxv.  and  is  commended  of  God 
for  his  zeal.  This  lies  as  crooked  as  the  other  by 
that  rule.  , 

Jacob  covets  his  brother's  birthright,  and  takes 
advantage  of  his  brother's  hunger,  and  of  his 
pious  father's  blindness,  to  get  it;  lies  into  the 
bargain;  and  is  blessed  of  God  after  he  has  got 
it.  Lay  this  to  the  same  rule,  "  Thou  shalt  nx)t 
covet;"  and  it  lies  as  crooked  as  the  other.     But 
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though  the  law  skys,  "  Thoii  shalt  not  make  unto 
thee  any  graven  image,  or  any  likeness  of  any 
thing  that  is  in  heaven  above,  or  that  is  in  the 
earth  beneath." 


Egyptians  had  spoiled  tbem.  And  ^is  is  agreeable  tp  God's  rule 
of  equity,  or  retaliation,  "  When  thou  shalt  cease  to  spoil,  thoi^ 
shalt  be  spoiled/*  Isa.  xxxiii.  1. 

Fourthly,  as  Pharaoh  set  them  to  work  without  straw,  and 
ordered  them  a  double  task  to  perform,  and  beat  thpm  that  could 
not  perform  it;  no  doubt  but  he  was  as  sparing  in  pa3riDg  them 
for  their  labour  as  he  was  of  straw  to  do  the  work  with^  money 
being  a  thing  that  generally  sticks  closer  to  an  oppressor  than 
straw.  If  this  was  the  case,  God  kept  IsraeFs  daybook^  and,  if 
Pharaoh  kept  back  their  due  by  subtlety,  God  made  Israel  get  his 
just  wages  by  subtlety.  Whichever  way  it  "was,  it  is  clear  that 
all  which  the  Israelites  got  from  Egypt  was  either  promised  to  or 
pamed  by  them. 

Fiftlily,  tlie  rules  qf  liberality  entitled  Israel  to  more  than 
they  got.  Man  is  to  do  as  he  would  be  don^  by,  and  is  awfuUj 
threatened  for  rendering  evil  for  good,  Frov.  xvii.  13.  Joseph 
had  sav^  alive  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  according  to  Pharaoh's  own 
words  3  therefore  h&  called  him  Zaphnath  Paaneah,  a  revealer  of 
secrets,  and  a  saviour  of  the  land  5  and,  ^s  he  had  bought  all  the 
land  of  Egypt  for  the  crown,  it  was  most  wr^chedly  inhospitable 
to  inflict  acts  cf  slavery,  and  send  death  warrants  against  them, 
from  the  very  crown  that  had  l^een  enriched  by  them.  But  the 
sweetest  thought  seems  to  be  this;  as  the  tabernacle  was  built, 
and  adorned  with  the  spoil?  and  jewels  of  Egypt,  it  was  ito  shew 
that  some  of  the  Egyptians  should  be  found  in  Christ,  the  great 
antitype  of  tlie  tabernacle,  in  that  day  when  the  Lord  maketh  up 
his  jewds,  Mai.  iii.  17;  agreeably  to  the  promise,  "  In  that  day 
shall  Israel  be  the  third  \vith  Egypt,  and' with  Assyria,  even  a 
blessing  in  the  midst  of  the  land 3  whom  the  Loni  of  hosts  shall 
bless,  saying.  Blessed  be  Egypt  my  people,  and  Assyria  the  work 
of  my  hands,  and  Israel  mine  inheritance,**  Jsa.  xix.  24,  25* 
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If  we  lay  our  daily  trials  and  cross  providencet 
to  the  decalogue  as  the  only  rule,  we  shall  find 
ourselvei^  as  much  at  a  loss  to  make  them  compact 
with  that,  as  Asaph  was  when  he  envied  the  pros- 
perity of  the  wicked,  wai^  pricked  in  his  reins, 
and  said  he  had  cleansed  himself  in  vain;  and  he 
owned  that  his  feet  had  well  nigh  slipped,  for  he 
was  envious,  at  the  foolish  when  he  saw  that  they 
were  not  in  trouble,  Psalm  Ixxiii.  2 — 5.  Nof 
could  he  find  it  out  till  he  went  into  the  sane- 
tuary  of  God,  and  then  he  understood  their  end^ 
And  he*  certainly  had  some  other  rule  to  go  by. 
A  good  man  buried  in  afflictions,  and  a  wicked 
man  swimming  in  prosperity,  are  such  knotty  and 
intricate  providences  as  have  puzzled  five  very 
eminent  prophets,  Hab.  i.  g — '4i;  Exod,  v/gl — 23; 
MaL  iii.  15;  Xajn.  iii;  Psal,  Ixxiii;  thefora  I  tak$ 
jt  for  granted  that  they  found  out  some  other 
rule  for  these  things.  For,  as  Asaph  had  wpU  nigh 
slipped  with  his  feet,  so  I  think  that  we  shall  be 
^puzzled  to  make  straight  paths  for  our  feet,  if  we 
can  find  no  pther  rule  than  the  decalogug  for  all 
our  trials. 

As  many  things  in  a  Christian's  life  and  ipv^alk 
seem  to  come  shprt  of,  or  lay  crooked  to,  that 
rule,  we  must  look  out  for  another.;  and  there  if 
one  rule  that  all  these  things  will  lay  straight 
with,  and  there  is  no  other,  And  that  rolfJ.  is, 
the  sovereign,  absolute,  and  unco^trollable  will 
of  God  in  Christ  Jesus^     God  worketh  all  things 

i^tpr  the  counsel  of  his .  own  will ;  (?oniie^u?ivtly 
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all  things  will  lay  straight  with  that  rule;  and 
that  we  shall  find  if  we  bring  them  there. 

Some  may  object,  and  say  that  the  whole  will 
of  God  is  revealed  in  the  decalogQe ;  to  which  I 
answer,  that  it  cannot  be  proved.  The  mystery 
of  God^s  will,  with  respect  to  election  in  Christ, 
redemption,  justification,  and  sanctification  by 
Christ,  which  is  the  sweetest  part  of  the  will  of 
God  that  ever  a  sensible  sinner  heard  of,  is  not 
so  much  as  mentioned  in  all  the  decalogue;  nor  is 
there  an  absolute  unconditional  promise  in  it^ 

And  the  will  of  God,  in  an  absolute  and  un- 
conditional  promise,  is  a  rule  oftien  wanted  by 
poor  distressed  believers  to  lay  their  troubles  to; 
and,  ^when  they  bring  their  knotty  providences 
and  sore  distresses  under  the  word,  and  find  that 
the  minister  lays  all  to  that  rule,  and  makes  it 
comport,  they  often  go  away  satisfied.  For  in^ 
^stance,  a  man  that  really  fears  and  loves  God, 
and  desires  to  live  and  act  to  his  honour,  but  cai^- 
not'pay  his  way,  nor  let  religion  shew  its  beauty 
on  him  because  of  dejecting  circumstances;  nei- 
tlier  k6ep  his  rebellious  heart  from  rising,  though 
•it  be  the  desire  of  his  soul  to  be  holy,  and  to 
please  God  above  every  thing  else ;  yet  this  man 
has  nothing  but  mountains  of  diflGiculties  before 
hjm;  crooked  providences  daily  entangle  him;  and 
the  morfe  fervent  and  sincere  he  seems  to  be,  the 
rougher  his  path  is.  This  has  often  been  my  case, 
and  a  puzzling  one  it  is.  Lay  this  to  the  will  of 
God  in  thjg  decalogue,  and  it  will  tell  you  to  make 
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"use  of  no  unlawful  means  to  extricate  yourself; 
but  it  gives  no  encouragement  nor  information  of 
the  matter.  Now,  if  we  bring  these  things  to 
God's  will  as  revealed  in  a  promise,  we  shall  find 
both  information  and  encouragement;  for  in- 
stance ;  ."  I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a  way  that 
they  knew  not;  I  will  lead  them  in  paths  that 
they  have  not  known:  I  w^ll  make  darkness  light 
before  them,  an^  crooked  things  straight ;  these 
things  will  I  do  unto  them,  and  not  forsake 
them."  Thufe  these  difficulties,  mountains,  and 
crooked  paths,  will  lay  straight  by  this  rule,  but 
by  no  other. 

•Peter,  who  really  loved  the  Lord  in  his  heart, 
and  I  believe  spake  as  he  meant  when  he  said, 
"  'I'hough  all  men  be  offended  because  of  thee, 
yet  will  not  I;"  little  expected  the  Lord  should 
say,  "  Before  the  cock  crow  twice  thou  shalt  deny 
me  thrice."  Again,  "  Some  of  them  of  under- 
standing shall  fall  to  try  them,  and  to  purge, 
and  to  make  them  white,  even  to  the  time  of  the 
end,"  Dan.  xi.  35;  as  poor  Peter  here  did;  and 
I  believe  he  stood  better  afterwards  than  before, 
and  that  it  was  the  will  of  God  to  push  him  from 
his  fleshly  confidence.  If  all  these  things  are  laid 
to  the  ten  commandments  as  th6  believer's  only 
rule,  they  will  be  found  crooked  and  perplexing 
enough.  - 

As  this  rule,  or  the  decalogue,  is  not  sufiicienf^ 
exclusive  of  the  promises,  and  other  parts  of 
God's  word,  for  a  Christian's  mysterious  life  and 
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Mrplexing  walk^  so  I  take  it  for  granted  that  it 
is  not  sufficipnt  for  his  conversation  neither.  For 
instance,  I  may  say,  "  All  thy  works  praise  thee, 
O  Lord,  and  thy  saints  bless  thee;  they  shall 
speak  of  the  glory  of  thy  kingdom,  ^nd  talk  of 
thy  power.  To  make  known  to  the  sons  of  men 
hvs  mighty  acts,  and  the  glorioua  majesty  of  his 
kingdom."  Psalm  cxlv.  }0,  11,  The  decalogue 
says  nothing  about  this.  It  is  'true,  there  is  ^ 
passage  in  another  part  jof  the  law  which  says, 
•"And  these  words  which  I  command  thee  thi$ 
day  shall  be  in  thine  heart.  And  thou  shalt  teach 
them  diligently  unto  thy  children,  and  shalt  talk 
of  them  wheij  thou  fittest  in  thine  house,  and 
when  thou  walkest  by  the  way,  and  when  thou 
liest  down,  and  when  thou  risest  up,"  Deut.  vi, 
6 — 8.  But  we  may  talk  of  eternal  election  and 
predestiqation ;  of  everlasting  love  and  blessed 
redemption ;  of  all-conquering  grace ;  of  myste- 
rious providence ;  of  the  blessed  Spirit's  work  on 
our  souls;  and  of  the  comfort  we  feel  of  mercy 
to  ys,  and  of  judgment  to  the  wicked;  and, 
though  the  decalogue  says  nothing  about  these 
things,  yet  lay  them  to  God's  will  as  revealed  in 
the  promise,  and  it  appears  to  be  the  pure  lanr 
guage  that  God  has  given  us,  and  is  called  a  goo4 
conversation  in  Christ  Hence ^I  conclude  thai; 
the  ten  commandments,  exclusive  of  other  parts 
pf  scripture,  are  not  a  sufficient  rule  for  the  real 
believer's  life,  walk,  and  conversation.  And  that 
the  will  of  God,  whicl)  is  the  only  rule,  is  not 
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wholly  revpaled  in  the  decalogue  is  plain;  for,  if 
it^had,  there  would  have  been  no  more  of  it  re*- 
vealed  in  another  dispensation.  "  For,  if  that  first 
covenant  had  been  faultless,  then^shoviH  liQ  plac^ 
have  been  sought  for  the  second." 

I  go  on  to  inquire,  seventhly  ^nd  lastly,  whe- 
ther setting  the  law  perpetually  before  all  rankf 
of  Christians  as  the  only  rule  of  life  can  witl^ 
propriety  be  called  speaking  thp  language,  pr 
doing  the  work,  of  an  evangelist. 

I  believe  there  are  many  minister^  who  labouf 
often  at  the  law,  for  fear  that  the  pure  liberty  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  which  David  calls  a  free  Spirit, 
phould  lead  to  licentiousness,  But,  if  the  Spirit 
of  love  is  not  sufficient  to  constrain,  the  terrors 
of  hell  will  not  be  sufficient  to  deter;  and,  if  the 
Spirit  of  love  will  not  produce  good  fruits,  thq 
pains  of  hell  wiU  never  extort  them.  He  that  feels 
the  niiost  law  terrors  fepls  also  the  most  enmity  tQ 
God.  And  that  minister  who  is  continually  setr 
ting  the  law  of  Moses  as  a  rule  of  life  before  all 
ranks  of  Christians,  youpg  and  old,  goes  the  ready 
way  to  bring  them  whom  God  has  justified  a 
^cond  time  to  judgment,  by  setting- the.  terrors  of 
the  ju4ge  before  the  child  instead  of  the  boweljs 
of  the.  Father. 

I  have  often  observed,  when  hearing  a  sermon, 
and  the  power  of  Qod  has  attended  the  pure  truth 
that  w^s  delivered,  so  that  the  dew  of  heaven 
seemed  to  drop  upon  every  branch,  when  the  com 
(lufsion  has  drawn  near,  ^  wQrd  of  cautipft  to  thfj 
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just,  and  a  word  of  warning  to  the  wicked,  has 
been  sufficient  to  dry  up  all  the  dew  that  fell  on 
the  floor,  Judges  vi.  39 ;  and  to  wither  all  the  bud- 
ding hopes  that  moved  in  the  weakling's  heart 
We  cannot  call  this  keeping  the  best  wine  till  the 
last.  It  is  more  like  the  profuse  cow  that  gives 
a  pailful  of  milk,  and  then  kicks  it  over  the  milk- 
maid.   . 

This  is  a  method  of  preaching '  rarely  to  be 
found  in  the  ministry  of  Christ,  the  apostles,  and 
the  prophets.  Where  you  have  one  instance  of 
this  you  have  five  of  another  method.  They  ge- 
nerally described  the  saint  and  the  sinner,  gave 
the  promise  to  the  one  and  the  judgment  as  a 
warning  to  the  other,  and  applied  as  they  went  on; 
and  either  concluded  with  exhortation,  or  finished 
abruptly,  and  left  the  dew  where  it  fell.  Hence 
it  is  that  we  often  find,  through  many  of  the  pro- 
phets, here  an  unconditional  promise  and  there  a 
dreadful  judgment  denounced;  thus  they  are  in- 
termixed, and  scattered  up  and  down  throughout 
the  Bible;  and  the  new-bom  heir  of  promise  will 
be  sure,  as  soon  as  he  feels  the  use  of  the  hand  of 
faith, .  to  go  after  the  good  old  reapers,  and  gleaii 
them  up. 

A  Christian  is  an  heir  of  promise,  and  the  pro- 
mises are  his  by  donation;  and  they  are  mingled 
with  reproof,  caution,  admonition,  encouragement, 
counsel,  instruction,  advice,  and  exhortation ;  and 
are  his  food,  his  rods,  his  landmarks,  his  bank- 
notes, and  his  purging  draughts.     And  while  we 
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are  Feeding  the  strong  with  judgment  ^e  b^ght 
to  have  a  care  of  the  poor  of  the  flock,  Zech.  xi.  7* 
I  have  often  observed  th^t,  while  God  has  enabled 
me  to  describe  real  faith,  the  new  birth,  sound 
conversion,  &c.  and  shew  what  a  real  believer  or 
a  child  of  God  is,  and  his  privileges,  an  attentive 
unbeliever  has  received  light  sufficient  to  see  that 
he  had  neither  part  nor  lot  in  that  matter;  he  has 
been  cut  with  grief,  provoked  to  jealousy,,  envied 
the  happiness  of  the  just,  viewed  them  as  angels, 
when  compared  to  himself,  and  has  gone  crying, 
*0h  that  I  were  but  one  of  them!'  And  the 
work  has  been  carried  on  froni  that  hour.  Thus 
G  od  gives  testimony  to  the  word  Of  his  grace. 
I  believe  there  are  many  living'  witnesses  now  in 
London,  who  have  been  awakened  under  me  in, 
this  manner. 

Therefore  God  does  not  always  awaken  sinijers 
by  the  application  of  a  law  sentence;  so  far  from 
it,  it  may  be  seen  to  a  demonstration  thj^t  those 
who  deal  most  in  law  terrors  have  the  least  success, 
and  the  foulest  church;  for  the  broken-hearted  fly 
from  the  storm,  "  and  einbrace  the  rock  for  want 
of  a  shelter;"  while  the  eye-servant,  the  refined 
Pharisee,  the  hardened  hypocrite,  and  the  sleepy 
formalist,  stand  it  out,  having  no  more  sensation 
than  a  woolpack.  We  may  compare  these  to  a 
troop  of  horse,  or  a  blacksmith's  dog,  which  are 
not  afraid  of  fire.  There  is  no  domestic  animal 
more  in  the  way  than  a  fire  spaniel,  and  no  greater 
plague  to  a  preacher  than  a  hardened  hypocrite. 
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I  know  that  {^reaching  law  terrors  perpetually 
is  called  faithful  preaching;  and  I  have  heard 
people  say,  *  I  wchider  that  such  a  minister  is  at- 
tended with  such  a  dressy,  sleepy,  unattentiv€, 
and  unreformed  congregation;  he  has  no  success, 
and  yet  he  trims  them  in  a  most  faithful  manner/ 
When  I  have  heard  these  things  I  have  secretly 
thought  i:hat  the  faithful  trimming  was  the  only 
impediment  that  lay  in  the  way  of  success.  We 
may  say  of  such  hearers  as  Luther  did,  wheir 
some  of  his  zealous  followers  wanted  to  pull  down 
*  popish  idol.  ^  Let  it  alone;  if  we  can  preach 
Christ  into  their  hearts,  they  will  pull  it  down 
themselves/ 

Nor  can  I  call  it  faithful  preaching  in  any 
sense;  for,  if  the  law  be  preached  to  incline,  re- 
form, amend,  convert,  and  bring  to  Christ,  that 
is  at  work  it  never  was  intended  to  do.  God 
turns  the  sinner,  makes  him  willing,  puts  his  fear 
in  his  heart,  and  draws  him  to  Christ,  and  by 
love  unites  him  with  him.  This  power  is  pro- 
mised in  the  gospel;  hence  the  gospel  is  called 
^*  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation."  And,  if  such 
a  preacher  takes  a  gospel  text,  and  delivers  it  in 
his  accustomed  law  spirit,  it  is  still  the  same;  foK, 
though  the  text  be  a  part  of  the  word  of  the  Lord 
that  went  forth  from  Jerusalem,  yet  the  earth- 
quake, the  wind,  and  thie  fire,  are  still  from  Horeb. 
Whereas,  if  the  Spirit  as  well  as  the  text  had  been 
from  Jerusalem,  we  might  hope  that  the  same 
wind  and  fire  that  once  shook  the  apostles'  house, 
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and  inflamed  their  hearts,  would  have  attended  it 
more  or  less. 

Nor  is  such  preaching  dealing  faithfully  with 
poor  sinners,  for  such  are  but  ministers  of  the 
letter,  and  the  letter  killeth,  2  Cor.  iii.  6.  The 
man  that  sounds  an  alann  from  Sinai  should 
plainly  point  out  the  door  of  hope;  and  he  that 
thunders  from  the  storm  should  never  forget  to 
clear  the  road  to  the  refuge. 

Legal  preaching  supports  the  fear  of  a  crimi* 
nal,  and  has  a  tendency  to  stir  up  an  unbeirable 
malice  against  God  himself.  This  may  be  seen 
with  a  witness  among  the  .Arminians,  who  have 
obscured  the  light  of  the  gospel,  and  confounded 
and  blinded  their  hearers  with  the  smoke  of  the 
law,  till  the  eiFects  of  their  ministry  are  conspi- 
cuously  seen  on  the  faces  of  the  hearers.  Poor 
souls  have  been  rallied  with  the  tempest  till  the 
thunder  is  fixed  on  their  visages.  Not  long  ago 
the  following  was  delivered  from  one  of  their 
pulpits,  *  Up  and  be  doing;  now  is  the  time  to 
get  your  names  written  in  the  Lamb's  Book  of 
Life!  No  decree,  no  eternal  decree!  No,  Lord, 
that  be  far  from  thee;  that  be  far  from  thee, 
Lord.'  '  -      ., 

No  encouragement  here;  poor  comfort,  and 
worse  establishmei^t.  Such  preachers  are  like  the 
wood  culver,  or  wild  pigeon,  whose  perpetual  note 
is  *  Doo,  doo;'  and  any  country  boy,  that  is  noted 
for  rifling  birds'  nests,  will  tell  you  that  they  are 
the  worst  builders  in  all  the  wood;  or,  as  the 
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Saviour  says,  "  They  say,  and  do  not/'  I  hope 
God  will  iCTVG  them  as  he  did  Job,  who  wrapped 
hiawelf  up  so  securely  in  his  own  merit  that  he 
hoped  to  die  in  it.  "  1  was  a  father  to  the  poor, 
and  the  cause  which  I  knew  not  I  searched  out; 
and  I  broke  the  jaws  of  the  wicked,  and  plucked 
the  spoil  out  of  his  teeth."  These  were  good 
fruits,  but  no  Saviour.  "  Then  I  said,  I  shall  die 
in  my  nest,  and  I  shall  multiply  my  days  as  the 
sand,"  ,J6b  xxix.  16—18.  But  God  sent  a  storm 
that  tore  his  nest  to  pieces;  and  when  he  was  illu- 
minated more  clearly  he  forsook  the  tree,  and  built 
in  the  rock,  making  a  better  nest  at  the  end  than 
at  the  beginning. 

Setting  the  law  perpetually  before  all  ranks 
of  Christians,  as  the  only  rule  of  life,  is  neither 
speaking  the  language,  nor  doing  the  work,  of  an 
evangelist. 

An  evangelist  is  one  who  is  a  happy  partaker 
of  the  love  of  God,  rejoices  in  it,  and  has  received 
the  blessings  of  a  free  salvation  into  his  heart 
To  speak  the  language  of  an  evangelist  is  to  pro- 
claim under  God,  in  God's  message,  and  in  Gods 
name,  what  God  has  done  for  his  own  soul,  as  a 

• 

true  witness  of  what  a  person  has  seen,  heard, 
and  felt,  1  John  i.  1 .  And  to  do  the  work  of  an 
evangelist  is  to  declare,  as  God  commanded  Paul, 
what  God  has  done  for  him  and  shewn  to  him, 
and  to  prove  it  by  the  word  of  God;  and,  if  God 
owns  and  blesses  it,  so  as  to  lead  another  into 
the  same  happy   enjoyment  G»f  life,-  love,   and 
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peace,  that  the  preacher  feels,  so  far  he  docs  the 
work  of  an  evangehst,  and  such  a  disciple  is 
evangelized. 

But  setting  the  law  perpetually  |)efore  all  ranks 
of  Christians,  as  the  only  rule  of  life,  is  the  only 
way  to  legalize  them. 

For,  when  a  young  convert  begins  to  find  his 
weaning  time  draw  on,  and  his  corruptions  stir 
afresh,  he  will  cry  oiit,  in  the  bitterness  of  his 
soul,  "  Who^  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death?"  Let  him  bring  this  old  man  to  the  legal 
rule,  and  he  will  try  in  vain  to.  make  him  lie 
straight  with  that. 

But  we  know  it  is  the  will  of  God  that  the  old 
n\an  should  remain  in  the  regenerate:  then  let  the 
old  man  belaid  to  another  rule,  namely,  the  whole 
will  of  God;  and  he  may  say  in  hh  trouble  as 
Paul  did,  "  I  thank  God,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord,"  Rom.  vii.  §4,  25. 

When  persecutions  and  oppositions  come  on 
the  vouno;  believer  he  will  never  make  them  lie 
straight  by  the  legal  ruld;  yet  no  Christian  ought 
to  be  mov^ed  by  these  afflictions,  but  be  taught 
the  will  of  God  herein,  and  be  led  to  know  that 
they  are^   by  God's   will,    appointed   thereunto, 

_  __  f 

1  Thess.  iii.  3.  Hence  I  conclude  that  the  whole 
will  of  God  in  Christ,  as  revealed  in  the  scriptures 
of  truth,  is  the  Christian's  only  and  all-sufficient 
rule. 

The  holy  law  of  God  is  an  immutable  boundary 
j(ix€d,   prefigured  by  the  bounds  that  were  set 
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round  the  mount  when  God  appeared  on  it,  to  let 
sinners  know  the  awfiil  distance  and  disproportion 
there  is  between  a  holy  God  and  apostate  rebels. 
And  this  boundary  is  a  chain  of  positive  com- 
mands and  prohibitions:  "Thou  shalt  not  kill; 
thou  shalt  not  steal."  "  Thou  shalt  not "  is  fixed 
like  Aaron's  bells  quite  round  about  And  the 
man  that  breaks  through  these  bounds,  if  he  dies 
in  the  breach,  God  will  break  through  upon  him; 
and  the  believer  that  breaks  through  these  bounds, 
God  has  promised  to  visit  his  sin  with  the  rod, 
and  his  iniquity  with  stripes. 

And  I  think  that  setting  the  law  of  God  as  a 
covenant  of  works  perpetually  before  the  eyes 
of  a  believer,  is  the  only  way  to  lead  him  to 
break  it;  for  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law;  but 
victory  over  it  is  the  gift  of  God ;  therefore  we 
ought  to  enforce  communion  and  fellowship  with 
the  Father  and  the  Son  by  the  Spirit;  and  sin 
shall  not  have  dominion  over  them  who  are  thus 
under  grace. 

We  have  many  who  are  so  fond  of  Arminian- 
ism,  though  they  do  not  like  to  be  thought  so, 
that,  if  you  get  a  little  of  the  electing  love  of 
God  in  a  discourse,  yet  the  poor  weakling  is  sure 
to  receive  a  knock  over  the  head  with  Moses'  rod 
before  he  can  quit  the  place.  And  some  are  so 
sparing  of  grace,  and  so  profuse  with  the  works 
of  the  law,  that  grace  is  almost  hid;  such  are 
**  turned  aside  unto  vain  jangling,  desiring  to  be 
teachers  of  the  law,  underst^tnding  neither  what 


-      .  ,71 

they  say  nor  whereof  they^  affirm."  Such  preach- 
ing ^  furnishes  reformed  Pharisees  and  hardened 
hypocrites  with  weapons  against  the  children  of 
God,  and  is  offering  violence  to  the  Spirit  in  his 
work :  as  Milton  says,  it  binds  his  consort  liberty, 
and  puts  the  saints  of  God  to  shame  before  the 
legal  professor. 

When  a  man  begins  to  give  up  truth  a  lie  will 
«oon  fall  in  his  way;  he  that  gives  up  his  princi- 
ples will  soon  give  up  his  practice  also ;  they  both 
abide  or  go  together.  "  Because  thou  ha^t  kept 
the  word  of  my  patience,  I  also  will  keep  thee 
from  the  hour  of  temptation."  Let  a  maii  give  up 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ,  and  the  father  of  lies 
shall  soon  find  him  out,  and  sheW  the  world  both 
his  nakedness  and  his  shame,  Rev.  iii.  18.  All  the 
legal  bounds  that  have  been  set  by  God  or  man 
will  be  broken  through  by  a  child  of  Satan,  if 
grace  prevents  not. 

B\it  the  child  of  God  is  of  another  spirit;  his 
Father's  frowns,  rods,  and  rebukes,  together  with 
the  loss  of  joy,  peace,  and  comfort,  is  a  hell  to 
him,  and  will  have  more  weight  with  him  than  all 
the  laws  in  the  world. 

To  continue  in  the  mysterious  path,  and  under 
the  cross  providences  and  inward  struggles  be- 
tween grace  and  corruption  (it  being  our  strength 
to  stand  still  in  the  midst  of  dangers),  Isa.  xxx,  7; 
to  rejoice  in  our  infirmities,  that  the  power  of 
Christ  migh  trest  upon  us,  2  Cor.  xii.  9i  counting 
it  all  joy  wiien  we  fall  into  divers  temptations ; 
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telling  the  weak  to  call  themselves  strong,  Joel 
iii.  10;  and  that  the  lame  shall  take  the  prey,  I^a. 
xxxiii.  23;  believing  in  Christ  for  justification — 
is  the  only  -way  to  obtain  and  abide  in  the  divine 
favour;  while  working  under  the  law  is  contract- 
ing an  infinite  and  eternal  debt,  Rom.  iv.  4;  and 
they  are  things  that  want  the  will  of  God  as  a 
rule  to  lay  them  to,  or  else  they  will  lie  as  crooked 
as  Bahab's  selling  and  betraying  her  country  by 
faith  in  Christ  woiild  do,  and  being  justified  in 
the  very  act,  while  she  received  the  spies  with 
peace. 

When  the  Lord  called  Paul  he  revealed  to  Mm 
the  mystery  of  his  will.  "  The  God  of  our  fathers 
hath  chosen  thee,  that  thou  shouldst  know  his 
will,  and  see  that  Just  One,  and  shouldst  hear  the 
voice  of  his  mouth;  for  thou  shalt  be  his  witness 
unto  all  men  of  what  thou  hast  seen  and  heard," 
Acts  xxii.  14,  15.  There  was  Paul's  rule,  namely, 
the  will  of  God;  and  all  Paul's  doctrines,  experi- 
ences, difficulties,  successes,  and  the  whole  course 
or  extent  of  his  ministry,  was  chalked  out  by  that 
rule.  "  To  preach  the  gospel  in  the  regions  be- 
yond you,  and  not  to  boast  in  another  man's  line,*' 
2  Cor.  X.  16.  David,  prophesying  of  these  things, 
says,  "  Their  line  is  gbne  out  through  all  the  earth, 
and  their  words  to  the  end  of  the  world ;  in  them 
hath  he  set  a  tabernacle  for  the  sun,"  Psal;  xix.  4; 
which  Paul  applies  to  the  apostolic  days,  '*  But  I 
say,  Have  they  not  heard?  Yes,  verily,  their  sound 
went  into  all  the  earth,  and  their  words  uvto  the 
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ends  of  the  world,"  Rom.  x.  18.  Paul  brings  the 
whole  circle  of  his  nn^inistry,  that  fell  to  his  lot,  as 
marked  out  by  the  will  of  God:  "  But  we  will  not 
boast  of  things  without  our  measure,  but  accord- 
ing to  the  measure  of  the  rule  which  God  hath 
distributed  to  us,  a  measure  to  reach  even  unto 
you/'  Paul  gathered  that  the  rule,  which  h^id 
marked  out  the.woi'k  of  his  ministry,  would  dis- 
cover itself  in  its  longitude  far  beyond  Corinth. 
"  Not  boasting  of  things  without  our  measure, 
thaf  is,  of  other  men's  labours;  but  having  hope, 
when  your  faith  is  increased,  that  w«  shall  be 
enlarged  by  you  according  to  our  rule  abun- 
dantly." 

The  apostle  having  declared  the  Galatians  be- 
witched for  adhering  to, legal  preachers^  and  that, 
those  who  adhered  to  them  were  fallen  from  the 
system  of  grace  delivered  to  them,  goes  on  to 
shew,  by  Moses  and  Abraham,  by  Sarah  and  Hagar, 
hy  Isaac  and  Ishmael,  by  the  heavenly  and  the 
earthly  Jerusalem,  the  difference  between  the  two 
covenants;  the  awful  state  of  the  fleshly  family, 
under  the  first,  and  the  blessed  state  of  the  spiri- 
tual family  under  the  second ;  comes  with  many 
appeals  to  their  consciences,  and  inquires  if  they 
received  the  Spirit  by  the  Avorks  of  the  law?  If 
Christ,  who  wrought  miracles  among  them,  did 
them^y  the  works  of  the  law?  And  then  insists 
uponit  that  circumcision  and  unoircumcision  avail 
nothing;  but  a  new  creature  is  essential  to  salva- 
tion, and  faith  that  wojrketh  by  love ;  and  theu 


74 

concludes,  "  And  as  many  as  walk  according  to 
this  rule,  peace  be  oh  them,  and  mercy,  and  upon 
the  Israel  of  God,"  Gal.  vi.  16. 

The  apostle  having  declared  without  hypocrisy 
the  whole  counsel  of  God,  or  the  mystery  of  his 
will  in  Christ  revealed  to  him,  unto  the  Phih'p- 
pians^  goes  on  to  tell  them  what  he  was  by  nature, 
and  what  by  grace;  what  he  had  in  view,  and 
what  he  pressed  after;  the  end  he  aimed  at,  and 
what  progress  he  had  made;  saying,  "Neverthe- 
less, whereto  we  have  already  attained,  let  us  walk 
by  the  same  rule,  let  us  mind  the  same  thing,** 
Phil.  lii.  16.  And  it  is  clear  to  me  that  the  deca- 
logue is  not  meant  by  any  of  these  accounts  as 
the  apostle's  only  rule. 

But,  alas,  we  have  too  many,  w^ho  pass  for 
leaders,  that  are  strangers  both  to  the  pains  of 
hell  and  the  joys  of  heaven;  and,  when  these 
have  spent  the  trifles  gathered  at  the  schools, 
they  are  at  a  loss  for  an  inward  guide;  and,  as 
the  way  to  Horeb  lies  plain  to  the  views  of  flesh 
and  blood,  they  naturally  act  as  Moses  did,  they 
lead  the  flock  of  their  father  in  law,  not  their  real 
father,  to  the  back  side  of  the  mount,  and  then 
stand  and  wonder  to  see  the  bush  all  on  fire;  when 
it  is  the  shepherd's  bad  leading  that  occasions  the 
bush  to  bum. 

I  bless  God,  who  in  the  multitude  of  his  mer- 
cies did  not  send  me  out  until  he  had  made  me 
sensible  both  of  the  terrors  of  the  law  and  the 
blessings  of  the  gospel;  and  never  has  left  me  to 
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myself  as  yet,  to  turn  like  a  weathercock,  a  swift, 
or  a  weeping  willow,  with  every  wind.  And  I 
can  truly  say  that  my  soul  hates  to  see  a  minister 
muzzle  truth,  bite  it  in  two,  keep  it  back,  of  covet 
the  force  of  it,  by  a  isudden  jumble  of  law  and 
gospel;  while  conscience  alters  the  visage,  and 
God  confounds  and  fetters  the  tongue. 

God  knows  I  am  no  scholar,  nor  am  I  endued 
With  any  shining  parts  or  abilities;  but  I  find,  by 
happy  experiehce,  that  the  best  rule  to  walk,  and 
try  others  and  their  doctrines,  by,  is  the  revealed 
will  of  God  by  the  Spirit  in  the  heart,  and  in 
his/woixi.  And  I  believe  to  enforce  the  Spirit's 
work;  to  insist  on  a  union  in  the  bond  of  love 
to  Christ;  to  declare  the  whole  will  of  God  as 
revealed  in  his  word ;  to '  cry  down  forms,  and 
set  up  spiritual  prayer ;  to  cry  down  priestcraft, 
and  set  up  the  gospel  model;  to  preach  down 
human  inventions,  and  set  Up  the  will  of  God^  to 
cry  down  the  work§  of  the  flesh,  and  exalt  the 
merits  of  Christ ;  is  doing  the  work  of  an  evan- 
gelist. 

And  I^believe  that,  if  God  should  use  me  as 
an  instrument  in  bringing  souls  to  the  Lord,  and 
keep  me  alive  in  my  ministry,  insisting  on  the 
enjoyment  of  a  union  with  him,  I  shall  be  able 
to  bring  forth  as  much  fruit  to  God's  honour 
as  those  that  produce  them  by  fire;  for  all  hot-^ 
house  fruits  have  the  worst  flavour,  though  they 
always  fetch  the  best  price  among  the  rich  ahd 
the  great 
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Christian,  hart  thou  put  on  Jesus  Christ?  Then 
walk  ye  inhim.  Art  thou  in  the  race?  Run  it, 
looking  to  Jesus.  Art  thou  in  the  love  of  God? 
Meditate  thereon.  lie  will  keep  that  man  in  per- 
fect peace  whose  mind  is  stayed  oil  hini. 

It  appears  plain  to  me  that  the  sacrifices, 
which  properly  belong  to  the  ceremonial  law, 
were  a  schoolmaster  to  bring  souls  to  Jesus  Christ 
for  above  two  thousand  years.  Before  the  law 
of  Adam  was  republished  on  Sinai  the  sacrifices 
served  as  a  schoolmaster  from  the  days  of  Abel  to 
the  days  of  Moses ;  and  "  through  faith  he  kept 
the  passover,  and  the  sprinkling  of  blood,  lest  he 
that  destroyed  the  first-born  should  touch  them," 
Heb.  xi.  28.  This  command  of  sacrificing  the  lamb 
was  a  schoolmaster  sufficient  to  lead  them  to  set 
that  there  was  no  covert  from  avenging  justice 
but  under  the  atoning  blood;,  and  by  faith  JMoses 
kept  that  passover,  lest  he  that  destroyed  the  first- 
born should  touch  them. 

I  doubt  I  shall  tire  my  reader,  but  I  must  de- 
sire his  company  a  little  further. 

When  God  gave  the  law  to  Israel  in  the  wil- 
derness he  found  them  wrapped  up  in  a  threefold 
cord  of  vain  security. 

First,  as  Abraham  was  blessed  of  God,  and 
called  God's  friend,  they  being  his  offspring, 
judged  this  blessing  and  friendship  to  be  heredi- 
tary; and  they  were  mor6  confirmed  in  this  their 
opinion  by  the  wonders  that  God  w- rought  against 
the  Egyptians  in  their  favour.     This  prevailed 
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among  them  down  to  the  clays  of  Christ;  and  this 
is  in  the  mouth  of  every  Jew  to  this  day,  "  We  are- 
Abraham's  seed."  Thq  Lord  shews  us  in  a  parable 
that  some  in  hell  have  not  done  with  this  notion 
altogether;  being  in  torments,  he  saw  Abraham 
afar  off,  and  cried,  saying,  "  Father  Abraham,  send 
Lazarus,  that  .he  may  cool  my  tongue,  for  I  am 

tormented  in  this  flame,"  Luke  xvi.  24. 

» 

Secondly,  God  had  told  them  that  they  should 
be  his  people;  "  I  will  take  you  to  me  for  a  peo- 
ple, and  I  will  be,  to  you  a  God;  and  ye  shall 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord  your  God,  which  bringeth 
you  out  from  under  the  burdens  of  the  Egyptians,'' 
Exod,  vi.  7.  This  they  vainly  stuck  to,  that  they 
were  all  God'«  peculiar  people,  whether  they  wer^ 
in  the  Spirit  or  in  the  flesh.  Hence,  m  their  re- 
bellion, they  tell  Moses  that  the  people  are  alj 
holy.  Hence  also,  when  God  destroyed  Korah  and 
his  company,  they  bred  a  mutiny,  telling  Moses 
and  Aaron  that  they  had  destroyed  the  people  of 
the  Lord,  Num.  xvi.  4U 

Thirdly,  they  entertained  a  vain  conceit  of 
their  own  ability  to  perform  whatever  God  re- 
quired :  "  AH  that  the  Lord  hath  said  will  we  dp, 
and  be  obedient,"  Exod.  xxiv.  7.  ? 

AYhen  God  gave  the  law  on  Sinai  he  of  d^red 
bounds  to  be  put  round  the  mount,  to  teach  them 
that,  instead  of  friendship,  there  was  an  awful 
distance;  and  it  was  to  be  at  the  peril  of  their 
souls  if  they  but  attempted  to  gaze.  The  law 
being  given  with  fire,   smoke,  the  sound  of  a 
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Crumpet,  and  the  trembling  of  the  earth,  led  them 
to  see  that  there  was  terrible  majesty  in  God,  and 
wrath  revealed :  this  might  stagger  their  conceit 
of  their  being  all  God's  favoured  and  peculiar 
people.  The  law  being  given  with  such  a  thun- 
dering voice,  and  so  dreadfully  litrict,  they  felt 
that  it  gendered  to  bondage,  begetting  a  dreadful 
.  fear,  quaking,  and  trembling  among  them :  when 
they  felt  tliis  some  began  to  stagger  in  their  con- 
fidence of  ability  to  perform  what  God  required ; 
therefore  they  could  not  endure  that  which  was 
•poken. 

Being-  thus  conviiiced  of  the  awful  distance 
between  God  and  them,  of  the  terrible  majesty 
and  revealed  wrath  of  God,  and  of  the  strictness 
required  by  the  law,  they  began  to  call  about  them 
for  a  mediator;  and  God  promises  his  dear  Son  as 
a  mediatoi*,  and  a  prophet  like  unto  Moses.  This 
appears  to  me  to  be  all  the  schooling  that  the 
children  of  Israel  got  here. 

Now  Moses  sets  up  a  tabernacle  in  their  sight; 
puts  the  two  tables  of  stone,  with  their  dreadful 
contents,  in  the  ark;  keeps  them  out  of  their 
sight;  and  places  a  mercy-seat  on  the  ark,  where 
God  promises  to  commune  with  them.^  Then  Moses 
consecrates  the  Levites  to  be  priests ;  orders  the 
guilty  sinner  to  bring  his  victim  to  the  priest;  the 
guilty  was  to  confess,  and  so  transfer  his  guilt  on 
the  head  of  the  brute,  and  then  it  was  to  be  killed 
m  his  sight ;  that  blood  was  to  be  sprinkled  to- 
waard  the  mercy-seat;  and  the  pardon,  blessing,  and 
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answer  of  peace,  were  to  come  from  tfamce,  and 
no  where  else. 

Now  I  will  leave  any  wise  man  to  judge  which 
of  these  two  laws  was  the  schoolmkster'  to  bring 
the  sinner  to  Christ.  The  moral  law  convince4 
them  that  there  was  no  access  to  Go4  without  a 
mediator,  and  there  it  left  them.  But  what  i$.tb 
become  of  the  smoke  and  fire?  There  must  be 
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blcjod  to  quench  that.  God  appealed  a  consuibitig 
fire,  and  dwelt  in  thick  darkness;  the  sao^iflces 
led  to  the  blood  of  Christ,  which  alone  could 
quench  that  flame;  and  from  the  sacrifice  tfa^. 
faith  was  led  to  a  communing  place,  a  mercynjeaut; 
where  God  appeared  in  a  calm,  and  communist 
like  a  friend,  and  blessed  them  like  a  reconciled 
God  indeed. 

The  ceremonial  law  is  by  Paul  called  their 
gospel ;  and  it  is  the  business  of  the  gospel  to 
bring  souls  to  Christ :  but  thiere  is  no  bringing 
hand  nor  drawing  cord  promised,  nor  revealed,  iti 
all  the  decalogue.  Paul  says  it  is  blood  that  brings 
a  sinner  nigh  to  God,  Eph.  ii.  13;  not  the  revda-^^ 
tion  of  damnation.  And  it  is  plain  that  thosre  wh^ 
stick  the  closest  to  the  works  of  the  law  ane  the 
furthest  from  God.  • 

A  real  believer  is  redeemed  from  und.er  th* 
law,  and  delivered  from  it,  in  every  sense  as  a* 
covenant  of  works ;  "  God  isent  forth  his  Son^ 
made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law,  to  rei 
deem  them  that  were  under  the  law,  that  we 
might  receive  the  adoption  of  sons."    And  we 
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are  delivered  from  the  law  as-  a  covenant  of  works: 
^  But  now  we  are  delivered  from  the  law,  that 
bemg  dead  wherein  we  were  held,  that  we  should 
serve  in  newness  of  spirit,  and  not  in  the  oldness 
pf  the  letter." 

Secondly,  we  are  delivered  from  the  Command- 
ing power  of  the  law  as  a  covenant  of  works; 
which  command  is,  ^*  This  do,  and  thou  shalt  live*" 
Christ  did  this;  and  the  just  man  lives  by  his  faith 
in  him,  Hab.  ii.  4.  If  we  are  not  delivered  from 
the  commanding  power  of  the  law  as  a  covenant 
of  works,  then  Christ's  righteousness  avails  no- 
thing. If  believers  are  under  the  commanding 
power  of  the  law  they  must  be  under  the  con- 
demning power  also;  and  then  redemption  and 
imputed  righteousness  are  both  frustrated.  "  For 
there  is  verily  a  disannulling  of  the  commandment 
going  before,  for  the  weakness  and  unprofitable- 
ness thereof,"  Heb.  vii.  18*  "  Having  abolished 
,itL  his  flesh  the  enmity,  even  the  law  of  command-^ 
mentsr,  contained  in  ordinances,  for  to  make  in 
himself  of  twain  one  new  man,  so  making  peaee," 
£ph.  vi.  15.  I  know  this  passage  rather  refers  to 
the  ceremonial  law;  yet  the.  children  of  God  are 
delivered  from  the  commtoding  and  condemning 
power  of  the  law  as  a  covenant  of  works*  This 
will  appear  if  we  consider  what  God  says  of  cir« 
cumcision,  that  it  binds  a  man  to  keep  the  whole 
law:  **  I  Paul  say  unto  you  that,  if  ye  be  circum- 
cised, Christ  shall  profit  you  nothing;  for  I  testify 
again  to  every  man  that  is  circumcised,  that  he  is 
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a  debtor  to  do  the  whole  law."  But  God  has  dc- 
livercd  us  from  the  galling  yoke ;  and  it  is  tempt* 
ing'God  to  gall  a  believer's  neck  with  it,  seeing 
he  has  provided  him  another  yoke. 

The  Gentiles,  in  several  cities,  having  received 
the  gospel  by  Peter,  I^aul,  and  Barnabas,  were 
shortly  after  plagued  by  some  that  came  dovm 
from  Jerusalem,  saying,  *^  Except  ye  be  circum- 
cised after  the  manner  of  Moses  ye  cannot  hp 
saved."  After  many  obstinate  disputes  with  them, 
Paul,  Barnabas,  and  others,  were  sent  to  the  elders 
at  Jerusalem  about  this  point.  When,  they  caitie 
to  the  elders,  and  had  rehearsed  the  business^ 
*'  there  rose  up  certain  of  the  sect  of  the  Pharisees 
which  believed,  saying  that  it  was  needful  to  cir- 
cumcise them,  and  to  command  them  to  keep  the 
law  of  Moses."  There  is  the  yoke.  Do  and  live. 
"  And  when  there  had  been  much  disputing, 
Peter  rose  up  and  said  unto  them,  Men  and  bre- 
thren, ye  know  how  that  a  good  while  ago  God 
made,  choice  among  us,  that-the  Gentiles  by  my 
mouth  should  hear  the. word  of  the  gospel,  and 
believe.  And  God,  which  knoweth  the  hearts, 
bare  them  witness,  giving  them  the  Holy  Ghost 
as  he  did  unto  us :  and  put  no  difference  between 
us  and  them,  purifying  their  hearts  by  faith.  Now 
therefore  why  tempt  ye  God,  to  put  a  yoke  upon 
the  neck  of  the  ^disciples,  which  neither  our  fa- 
thers nor  we  are  able  to  bear?  Acts  xv.  1—10* 
And  it  was  all  settled  that  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
we  are  delivered  from  the  unbearable  yoke  of 
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doing  for  life;  and  that  it  was  tempting  God  to 
yoke  them  with  it  again. 

We  are  delivered  also  from  the  condemning 
J)ower  of  the  law :  "  Christ  hath  redeemed  us  from 
the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for  us/' 
Gal.  iii.  13. 

Thus  the  real  believer  is  delivered  from  the 
commanding  and  condemning  power  of  the  law 
aft  a  covenant  of  work3;  the  tenor  of  which  is. 
Do  and  live,  transgress  and  die. 

As  the  second  tables  of  stone  were  put  into 
the  ark  under  the  mercy-seat,  so  that  the  law  did 
not  destroy  any  priest  that  came  with  blood, 
>  though  he  approached  even  God  himself;  so  all 
bfelievers,  being  a  royal  priesthood,  1  Pet.  ii.  9, 
approach  God  without  any  legal  arrest  when  they 
carry  the  blood  of  sprinkling  in  the  hand  of  faith: 
and  this  hand  of  faith  is  put  out  by  a  heart 
iiprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience,  Heb.  x.  22. 

The  law*  b^ing  thus  disarmed  of  its  command^ 
ing  and  condemning  power  by  Christ,  and  magn 
niiied  and  made  everlastingly  honourable;  so  abso 
is  ofiended  justice  both  pleased  and  satisfied  by 
the  Saviour's  death.  Thus  the  law  is^  disarmed  of 
its  thundering  command  and  sentence,  and  .mercy 
xeigns  triumphant  by  Christ  Jesus.  Hence  it  ap- 
pears that  we  have  got  both  our  ^w  and  gospel, 
cOmTnand  and  promise,  in  the  blessed  object  of  our 
faith,  and  of  our  most  cordial  afFections,  agreeably 
\o  what  is  written,  "  Thy  law,"  says  the  blessed 
Saviour,  "  i§  within  my  heart,"  Psj4-  xL  8.     Here 
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Paul  fled  whei!  he  said,  "Not  withoxit  law  to God|* 
but  under  the  law  to  Christ" 
'    Now,  though  I  have  followed  the  saints^  law 
up  to  its  proper  centre,  I  see  no  reason  why  thf 
decalogue,  or  ten  commandments,  should  be  ia- 
sisted  on  as  the  only  rule  of  life,  though  it  be 
thus  disarmed,  and  placed  in  the  heart  of  a  dear 
Redeemer ;  seeing  G  od  has  commanded  us  to  obey 
all  that  Christ  shall  say.     ^  The  Lord  thy  Q(^ 
will  raise  up  unto  thee  a  Prophet  from  the  midst 
of  thee,  of  thy  brethren,  like  unto  me;  unto  him 
ye  shall  hearken  [whether  he  cpntmands  or  pro* 
mises],  according  to  a-U  that  thou  desirest  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  Horeb."    'f  And  the  Lord  said, 
Tliey  have  well  spoken  that  which  they  have 
spoken.  ,  I  will   raise  them  up  a  Prophet  from 
ainong  their  brethren,  like  unto  thee,  and  will  put 
my  words  in  his  mouth,  [promises  and  all,  Isa. 
lix.  21 ;]  and  he  shall  speak  unto  them  all  that  I 
shall  command  him  [whether  it  be  the  decalogue 
or  no].    And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  whoso- 
ever will  not  hearken  to  my  words  which  he  shall 
^peak  in  my  name,  I  will  require  it  of  him,"  Deixt. 

xviii.  15 — 19* 

It  is  a  comfortable  thought  that  we  have  all 
in  the  Saviour,  The  ceremonial  law  ended  in 
Christ,  and  was  abolished  by  him;  the  moral  law 
was  honoured  and  disarmed  of  its  wrath  by  him, 
and  is  hid  in  him;  every  other  commandment  was 
given  to  him  also;  and  all  the  promises  were 
made  to  him,  and  are  yea  and  amen  in  him,  ^  Cor. 
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1.  20.  So  that  I  am  led  to  conclude  that  the 
whole  will  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus-  is  the  only  and 
all-suflScient  rule  of  every  real  child  of  God.  For 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  power  of  the  whole 
word  is  the  rod  of  his  strength  that  was  sent  forth 
out  of  Zion,  and  by  that  he  rules  in  the  midst  of 
Jerusalem.  And  every  command  ought  to  be 
brought  by  the  believer  to  the  promises;  and, 
when  the  command  is  resolved  into  the  promise, 
it  ought,  with  humble  prayer,  to  be  taken  for  its 
fulfilment  to  the  reconciled  Lawgiver,  who  in 
Christ  Jesus  is  the  promise-maker;  and  we  shall 
find  the  immutable  will  of  God  promising  and 
bestowing,  through  Christ,  ail  that  his  command- 
ing will  requires  of  us ;  "  As  many  as  walk  ac- 
cording  to  this  rule,  mercy  on  them  [indeed],  and 
upon  the  Israel  of  God."  God  has  willed,  in  the 
New  Testament,  a  power  to  subdue  and  incline 
my  will  to  Tiis ;  and  while  my  will  is  under  that 
power  it  will  lie  straight  with  God's  commanding 
will;  *^  Whoso  [thus]  looketh  into  the  perfect  law 
of  liberty,  and  continueth  therein,  he  being  not 
.  '  a  forgetful  hearer,  but  a  doer  of  the  work,  this 

man  shall  be  blessed  in  [though  not  for]  his 
deed,**  James  i.  25.  And  I  am  fully  persuaded 
that  the  soul  that  walks  in  the  righteousness  of 
Christ,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  God's  love,  may 
say  that  the  righteousness  of  the  law  is  fulfilled 
in  him,  though  not  by  him.  But  wby  ^very  be- 
lieving soul  is  to  be  sent  to  Horeb  for  such  a  con« 
tracted  rule  I  know  not;  (jod  has  notj  in  any 
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part  pf  the  jscripture,  caU&d  the  decalogue .  the 
saints' only  rule,  that  I.knpw  of :  therefore  what 
he  has  pronlised  wp  may  exj>ect;  arid  what  Christ 
hasr  comtrianded  we  itiay  do,  whether  it  be  in  the 
decalogue  or  qot.  For  instance  t  I  think  it  is  my 
duty  to  go  constantly  to  the  sacrament^  thotigh 
the. decalogue  says  nothing  about  it;  and  I  am  to 
g9  two  miles  with  the  man  that  compels  me  to 
go  one;  and  to  turn  my  right  cheek  to  him  that 
has  without  cause  smitten  the  left;  to  give  my 
cloak  to  him  that  has  unjustly  taken  my  coat  by 
a  suit  of  law;  to  give;  it  I  have  it;  and  to  lend ^ 
hoping  for  nothing  again;  though  the  law  only 
tells  me  to  do  as  I  would  be  done  by;  for  that  is 
the  law  and  the  prophets.  The  saint  is  not  to 
knoc)<  out  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  an  eye  for  an  eye, 
nor  to  cut  off  hand  for  hand,  nor  foot  for  foot, 
though  the  law  says  he  may,  and  it  shall  be  so. 
My  reader  piay  object,  and  say, '  You  set  the  gos* 
pel  to  contradict  the  law,  which  ought  to  harmo- 
nize together/  No,  I  do  not;  The  saint  is  not 
under  the  law,  as  hath  been  proved;  therefore  he 
is  to  leave  his  injuries  on  the  head  of  the  injurer, 
who  i$  under  the  law:  and,  as  God  takes  all  that 
is  done  to  the  saints  as  done  to  himself,  this 
.vengeance  belongs  in  an  especial  manner  to  him* 
Hence  Abel  was'  killed  for  righteousness'  sake, 
and  the  judgment  of  Cain  was  kept  in  God'^  hand. 
As  Abel  was  inurdered  for  God's  sake,  therefore 
God  was  the  only  avenger;  and  he  threatens  a 
sevenfold  vengeance  to  any  man  who  slaould  even 
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dare  to  take  the  sword  out  of  God's  hand  to  kill 
Cain,  Gen.  iv.  15.         . 

Secondly,  a  great  part  of  the  6ld  laws  belongs 
to  civil  justice;  and  the  Lord  foretels  us  that 
rulers  and  magistrates  WHild  be  the  saints'  greatest 
adversaries ;  therefore  the  persecuting  sinner  and 
the  encouraging  ruler  are  both  to  agree,  and  we 
are  to  be  brought  before  them  for  a  witness  against 
them.  And,  a(s  we  are  the  Lord's,  so  our  injuries 
sore  his  also;  and  the  persecutor  and  the  base 
ruler  are  his  enemies,  and  ours  for  his  sake.  No 
wonder  then  that  he  says,  '*  Ye  have  heard  it  hath 
been  said,  An  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a 
tooth.  But  I  say  unto  you,  th5,t  ye  resist  not  evil," 
Matt.  V.  38,  39.  As  the  Lord  in  us  is  the  person 
hated,  and  the  devil  in  the  persecutor  and  false 
magistrate  the  being  that  offends,  Christ  would 
have  us,  aftCT  using  the  means,  leave  both  him 
and  the  law  in  his  own  hand,  who  is  the  Judge 
of  both  quick  and  dead;  and  he  will  have  an  eye 
for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  with  a  witness. 
Tlius  the  patient  submission  of  the  oppressed,  and 
the  partiality  of  the  magistrate^  binds  the  sinner 
over  to  a  sevenfold  judgment.    And  thus  the  few 

is  not  made  void,  but  rather  established.    Nor  is 
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sin  encouraged  by  what  I  have  said,  but  contrari- 
wise; for  grace  is  exalted,  which  alone  can  subdue 
sin.  And  until  it  can  be  proved  that  the  grace  of 
God  leads  men  into  wickedness  my  brethren  had 
beitter  leave  off  shooting  arrows  at  it;  lest,  while 
they  are  contracting  all  into  a  little  rule,  they 
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break  through  all  the  lines  of  a  larger.  We  have 
some  who  are  zealous  for  Moses :  these  are  like 
,  the  believing  rulers,  who  were  so  z^lous  for  the 
law  that  they  thought  it  no  crime  to  murder  PauL 
So  we  have  some,  that  prcach  up  the  law  as  the 
only  rule,  and  then  shoot  at  me  for  keeping  it 
They  lay  Christ  for  a  foundation,  and  call  in  Moses 
to  carry  up  the,  superstructure :  Christ  is  to  bear 
the  weight,  and  Moses  the  glory.  Such  begin  in 
the  spirit,  and  end  in  the  flesh ;  they  first  lead  the 
sinner  to  cast  his  burden,  on  Christ,  aild  then  load 
him  with  burdens  that  none  can  bear.  Tliey  exalt 
the  servant,  dethrone  the  Master,  and  make  the 
law  the  polisher  of  the  gospel,  instead  of  being 
subservient  to  it.  I  have  formerly  sat  under  some 
who  so  enforced  the  law  upon .  all  ranks,  that  I 
v^as  led  to  think  Christ  had  begun  the  work  in  my 
soul,  but  that  I  must  finish^  it  myself  by  keeping 
the  law:  and,  as  the  preacher  made  no  distinct  ' 
tions,  he  led  me  fairly  back  to  the  law;  when  I 
found  as  muoli  enmity  against  God  as  ever,  an^ 
thought  I  was  in  a  more  miserable  state  than  be- 
foie  he  meddled  with  me  at  all.  ',  And  what  fruits 
to  the  glory  of  God  can  spring^  fix>m  souls  thus 
inflamed  with  rage  and  malice  against  him?  irwe 
are  brought  to  love  God,  it  is  because  we  discover 
a  lov«  in  him  to  us.  "  We  love  him  because  he 
first  loved  us."  If  we  bring  forth  fruit  to  the 
glory  of  God,  it  is  by  virtue  of  a  heart-felt  union 
with  the  living  Vine.  "  The  branch  cannot  bear 
frijit  of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine;  119 
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tiorc  can  yc,  except  ye  abide  in  mel  He  tliat 
abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth 
forth  much  fruit, '  for  without  me  ye  can  do  no- 
thing." But  he  that  Iqads  my  soul  to  Moses  is 
Aure  to  destroy  all  niy  fruitfulness :  from  the  Lord, 
not  from  the  lavv^,  is  my  fruit  fbund,  Hos.  xiv.  8. 
All  the  fruits  that  the  law  produces  are  sour 
grapes,  untimely  fruits,  wild  figs,  and  eye-service; 
and  are  produced  froQi  the  fear  of  a  criminal,  and 
therefore  justly  called  dead  works,  which  must  all 
be  puiged  away  by  the  blood  of  Christ  before  the 
^oul  can  be  saved. 

It  is  a  strait  path  that  lies  between  a  loose 
profession  and  a  legal  working :  but  the  soul  that 
is  blessed  with  a  divine  unction  from  above  has 
a  sufficient  leader  to  guide  him  into  all  truth. 
This  I  found  in  my  own  experience,  when  my 
judgment  was  much  confused,  and  my  under* 
standing  very  muqh  beclouded;  yet  I  felt  an  in- 
ward teacher  J  for,  if  the  legalist  got  hold  of  me, 
and  I  drank  into  his  spirit,  then  I -fell  to  work  at 
mortifying  my  corruptions  in  my  own  strength ; 
temptations  then  began  to  operate,  sin  prevailed, 
and  I  got  into  pondage,  and  found  enmity  to  God 
himself  spring  up  in  my  heart  And  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  listened  to  some  loose  professors, 
who  cried  out  against  my  preaching  lip  convictions 
by  the  law,  and  the  feeling  sense  of  pardon,  peiace, 
and  love,  by  faith  in  Christy  then  I  lost  all  my 
peace  and  comfort.  Thus  the  blessed  inward 
teaqher.  led  me  when  J  could  i^ot  See  my  way  >  ap4 
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surely  tliis  fulfils  the  promise;  *'The  wayfaring 
men,  though  fools,  shall  not  err  therein." 

Now,  that  my  reader  may  be  encouraged  to 
>^tiek  close  in  union  with  Christ  Jesus,  take  the 
following  considerations;  the  sword  of  justice, 
that  Avas  drawn  at  Eden's  gate  when  God  declai'ed 
war  with  the  world,  was  sheathed  in  Christ  when 
peace  was  proclaimed..  "  Awake,  O  sword,  against 
my  shepherd,  and  against  the  man  that  is  my  fel- 
low, saith  the  Lord  of  hosts  :  smite  the  shepherd, 
and  the  sheep  shall  be  scattered  [from  the  stroke}: 
and  I  will  turn  mine  hand  upon  the  little  ones,'* 
Zech.  xiii.  7.  Thus  the  sword  of  justice  \v^ 
sheathed  in  the  body  and  soul  of  Jesus  Christ;  and 
the  flame  of  wrath,  that  blazed  on  the  edge  of  the 
sword,  melted  the  very  heart  of  the  Savipur,  when 
he  said,  "  I  am  poured  out  like  water,  and  all  niy 
bones  are  out  of  joint:  my  heart  is  like  wax,  it  is 
incited  in  the  midst  of  my  boM^els,"  Psalni  xxii.  14. 
Thus  the  flame  of  wrath  melted  the  heart  of 
Christ,  until  his  precious  blood  quenched  the 
flame.  Hence  this  sword  is  said  to  be  bathed,  that 
is  with  the  blood  of  Christ,  in  heaven,  and  shall 
never  come  down  any  more  upon  the  real  believer; 
but  only  upon  legal  vyovkmongers,  who  are  under 
the  curse  of  the  law;  and  therefore  the  sAvord 
must  cpmfe  down  upon  them,  ias  the  people  of  his 
curse,  to  judgment,  Isa.  xxxiv.  5. 

Thou  scest,  reader,  that  the  -sword  of  justice 
was  sheathed  in  ^he  Saviour;  the  flame  of  wrath 
was-  quenched  in  his  hear-t;  and  the  curs#  of  the 
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hwy  which  was  the  sentence  due  to  us  all  for  sio, 
was  executed  on  Christ,  he  being  made  a  curse 
for  us^  GaJ.  iii.  IS.  Thus,  justice  being  satisfied 
and  judgment  fully  executed,  both  justice  and 
judgment  dwell  in  the  body  and  soul  of  Christ,  as 
in  an  habitation ;  and  they  are  both  agreed  in  him, 
that  mercy  and  truth  should  go  hand  in  hand  to 
us»  '^  Justice  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of 
thy  throne  [of  grace]:  mercy  and  truth  shall  go 
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before  thy  face.**  "  Blessed  is  the  peofJe  that 
)cnow  the  joyful  sound,"  Psalm  Ixxxix.  15» 

The  law  that  told  us  to  do  and  livc^  transgress 
and  die,  is  now  disarmed  of  its  commanding  and 
C(mdemning  power,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  and 
is  in  the  heart  of  Christ*  "  Thy  law  is  within  my 
heart,"  shut  up  in  that  ark ;  while  his  righteous- 
ness is  answerable  to  the  command  of  the  la\^, 
and  his  deaths  answerable  to  the  'sentence  of  it. 
So  by  faith  in  him,  as  our  justificaticm  and  redemp- 
tion, we  are  delivered  from  the  commanding  and 
condemning  power  of  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of 
works ;  and  the  voice  is  now  changed  from  '  Do 
and.  live,'  to  *  Believe  and  live :'  from  '  Transgress 
and  die,'  to  "  He  that  believeth  shall  never  die.'* 
Thus,  Christian,  justice,  judgment,  und  the  dis*^ 
armed  law,  are  in  Christ  Jesus :  all  judgment  is 
committed  to  him ;  all  power  given  him ;  every 
'  promise  is  yea  and  amen  in  him;  all  the  treasures 
of  grace,  wisdom,  and  knowledge ;  all  the  fulness 
of 'the  Spirit,  and  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead, 
dwell  in  him  bodily.     And.  all  this  that  God  may 
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honour  his  dear  Son,  and  magnify  the  ribhes  of  , 
his  grace  in  glory  by  him.  The  devil  himself  is 
wounded  by  his  sword,  bound  by  his  chain,  and 
trampled  under  his  feet;  as  you  read,  ^'  The  Lord 
with  his  sore  and  great  and  strong  sword  shall 
punish  leviathan,  the  crooked  serpent,  even  levi- 
athan, that  piercing  serpent,  and  he  shall  slay  the 
dragon  that  is  in  the  sea,"  Isa.  xxvii.  1.  He  bound 
him  with  his  chain,  Rev;  xx.  1 ;  he  trod  upon  the 
lion  and  adder,  and  the  young  lion  he  trampled 
under  feet,  Psalm  xci.  IS.  Therefore  cleave  thou 
to  Christ,  and  let  his  whole  revealed  mind  and  will 
be  thy  rule.  Moses  ^nd  his  legal  works,  Elijah 
and  his  fiery  zeal,  M'illingly  withdrew,  as  good  - 
servants  ought,  from  the  mount  while  the  disci- . 
pies  were  with  Jesus,  Matt.  xvii.  8-  Atid,  when 
you  hear  men  pointing  the  hardened  and  impeni- 
tent sinner  to  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  sending 
Jiappy  souls  to  Moses'  law  for  a  rule  and  a  ybke, 
regard  not  every  '  Lo  here,  and  Lo  there;'  but  go 
to  Christ  for  both  your  rule  and  your  ypke.  If 
thou  art  a  believer,  go  not  to  Sinai,  but  clea\^  to  .^ 
another  mount,  as  Isaiah  tells  you  in  his  vision ; 
"  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days  [mark 
that],  that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  house  [that 
is  Christ,  compare  with  Dan.  ii.  35;]  shall  be  esta- 
blished in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  shall  be  ^ 
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exalted  above  the  hills;  and  all  nations  shall  flow 
unto  it.  And  many  people  shall  go,  and  say,  Come 
ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Loril 
to  the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob,,  and  he  will 
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teach  ua  of  his  ways,  and  wc  will,  walk  in  his 
paths.  For  oiit  of  Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law,  and 
^e  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem,"  Isa.  iu  2,  3. 
There  is  your  rule,  Christian,  the  law  and  th? 
word;  see  that  thou  go  not  to  Moses  for  a  yoke; 
but  "  stand  fast  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ 
has  made  us  free,  and  be  not  again  entangled  with 
the  yoke  of  bondage,"  Gal.  v.  1 .  And  take  your 
yoke  and  rule  from  your  only  master  and  ruler,  as 
he  commands  us :  "  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that 
labour  [under  the  legal  yoke],  and  are  heayy  laden, 
and  1  will  give  you  rest;  take  my  yoke  upon  you, 
5ind  learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart, 
and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your  souls;  for  my  yoke 
i&  ieasy,  and  my  burden  light" 

When  you  hear  men  telling  you  that  they  know 
of  no  other  rule  than  the  decalogue,  nor  of  any 
other  assured  hope  of  salvation  than  that  those 
who  endure  to  the  end  shall  be  saved,  tell  them 
to  take  their  Bibles  and  look  again.  A  heart-felt 
union  kept  up  by  faith,  prayer,  and  watchfulness, 
is  the  only  way  to  be  fruitful.  If  thou  suiferest 
thyself  to  be  beguiled  out  of  this,  and  art  led  to 
Moses,  thou  wilt  soon  get  the  yoke  of  bondage 
qn  thy  neck;  and  when  that  is  fixed  by  legal 
preaching  thy  heart  will  get  hard;  thy  spirit  will 
get  narrow  and  contracted,  2  Cor.  yi.  12;  thou 
wilt  be  racked  with  cruel  jealousy ;  inwardly  galled 
at  the  happiness,  prosperity,  or  success  of  another; 
and  wilt  then  be  prating  about  the  merit  of  good 
works,  while  thy  own  soul  is  secretly  led  captive 
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bytbe;dwl  fitjib  yf}[\  aad  thy  oouseietice  ac-? 
pusing  thep  for  it;  but,  being,  hardened,  thou  >^ilt 
not  regard  conscience.  Thou  wiJt  then  bold  the 
closest  comi^m^fftn  witl)  thosie  who,  are  bpUHid  in 
t^  spirit  of  l^qndigew^th  thee;  and  all:  thy  cpnT^ 
versation  will  be  railing  at-  those,  who  ate  more 
3tappy;in  the  Lord  than  thyself.  Yea,  tl>ou  wilt 
at  times .  obscif re  plain  truth;  or  eyen.  dare  to 
pervert  the  word  of  God,  in  order  to  /en^gle 
ofiie^s  in  thy  own  bondage;,  because  |;bw  hea^ 
yenly.  fraacnes  -will  gall  your  bitter  spirits;  .  fhus  a 
qpmpany  of  Moses's  advocates  pull  one  anDthct 
intOj  the  bush  itogether.  .  I  have  been  through  all 
tliese  blind]  straits,  and  Hnow  them  as  well  as  any; 
one  that  shoots  in  secret  at  me.  And  I  know  that 
Ithis  .is  the  foolishness  of  him,  that /'  p^rverteth 
his  way,  s^i^d  his  heart  fretteth  against  the  iLord," 
Prov.  xix*  3.        .  -r   ' 

^  .  The  Lord  favour  us  with  access  to  hipaself,  and 
>y:ith  the  fruc^tifying  showers  of  special  grc^cj^,  that 
wp  mayenjqyj  and  not  abusCj  our  libeyty,.  and  b^ 
made » fruitful  in  Christ,  to  4:h?  glory  of  -Goji  the 
Father. .  Bring  thou  *  all  thy  in  ternal  and  extarnal 
trials  to  t|ie  will  of  God  in  the  promi&esyas  tko 
pj^^iy  rule  tO' lay  them  to,  and  the  on^y  i-^ie -to -ex-* 
plain  them  by;  and  keep  thyself  in  tj^e  enJQynien| 
of  God's  love  in  Christ  Jesus.  It^.gs  ^ovo-^  tha^ 
fulfils  the  .commandments,  and  that  will  influence 
thy  life  and  walk:  all  fruits  without  this -root  will 
surely  wither;  /^  Let  thine  heart  keep  my  com* 
mandments."    And  it  is  the  love  of  Gpd  injth? 

H  '  . 
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heart  that  will  ketp  tlie  aoul  from  fallm^;  *^The 
la\r  of  his  God  is  in  his  heart,  none  of  his  steps 
shall  slide/  ' 

Thus,  reader,  if  thou  art  otie  of  the  legal 
stamp,  who  seeketh  rest  ami  findeth  none,  I  have 
gone  as  far  as  I  can,  with  truth  on  my  side,  aftf r 
thee;  and  shall  have  m^nf  a  seeret  arrow  sliot  at 
me  for  going  so  far.  Howbeit  I  have  not  dc- 
^roned  the  Saviour,  nor  exalted  the  servant  in 
the  Master's  place;  nor  have  I  made  void  the 
law;  but  have  set  it  on  a  level  with  the  rest  of 
God^s  word  ai  a  rule :  nor  have  I  offered  any  en- 
couragement jto  hardened  sinners;  but  have  esta- 
blished the  law  in  all  its  force  against  tA^m.  God 
help  you  to  preach  up  good  works  by  your  life,  as 
the  Saviour  did:  every  hiiracle  that  he  wrought 
proclaimed  who  he  was ;  and,  to  sheW  that  he 
sought  not  the  gbry  of  men,  he  said,  ^  See  thoa 
tell  no  man  <rf  it.''  But  good  works  will  always 
preach  themselves ;  for  the  more  he  charged  tfiem 
the  more  they  spread  it  abroad.  Let  free-grace 
dwell  on  your  hearts  and  tongues,  and  let  your 
lives  proclaim  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit;  Mid  do  not 
act  Hke  the  wi>rkmongers;  for  Christ  declaFCS 
•<  they  say  and  do  not,''  Matt,  xxiii.  3.  And  tKis 
appears  plain  enough  in  our  present  Araiinian 
leader,  vihp  in  public  print  has  called  every  sound 
j^ospel  minister  a  child  of  the  devil;  as  the  Pha- 
risees, in  the  Lord's  days,  *^  called  the  master  of 
the  hous^  Beelzebub,"  Matt.  x.  25.  So,  agreeably 
to  Christ's  prediction)  our  present  pope  has  con- 
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ferred  the  same  name  on  those  of  his  household* 
Thus  they  apply  to  the  family  of  Christ  what 
their  pharisaical  fathers  of  old  applied  to  the 
Master. 

May  the  Father  of  all  mercies,  and  God  of  alt 
comfort,  keep  us  by  his  mighty  power  through 
faith  to  salvation;  and  enable  us  to  giye  the  world 
an  account  of  the  root  in  us  by  the  fruits  produced 
by  us!  Thus  God  shall  get  the  glory,  and  ^^e  the 
blessing.    Amen« 
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Taken  in  Short  Hand, 


Aad  I  beseech  you,  brethren^  suffer  the  word  of 
exhortation.  Heb.  xiii.  22* 

Now  these  are  the  last  words  of  the  sweet  Psahnlst 
of  Israel.  2  Sam.  xxiii.  1. 
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J.Iiiiix8»  Printer,  W^s  Street.  Oxford  Stne^  LnAvm^ 


Christian  Reader ^ 

I  CONSIDER  it  a  manifestation  of 
God's  goodness  towards  me^  in  that  he  has  com-, 
mitted  to  my  trust  for  publicatipn,  the  farewel 
Sermon  of  so  esteemed  a  Father,  and  I  value 
the  blessing  the  more,  as  it  affofds  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  putting  it  into  thy  hands.      To  me.it 
came  unsought  for,  and  I  can  truly  acknowledge^ 
the  receipt  of  it  in  no  other  words  but  those  of 
Jacob  when  questioned  by  Isaac,  supposing  him 
to    be  Esau,    about   his   obtaining  venison    sp 
quickly;  **  Because  the  Lord  thy  God  brought  it 
to  me."* 

Doubly  sweet  are  the  kindnesses  which  the 
Lord  is  pleased  to  evidence  to  us,  when,  as  Job 
expresses  it,  *^  My  kinsfolk  have  failed,  and  my 
familiar  friends  have  forgotten  me;"  at  such  a 
time,  David  when  reproved  by  Michal,  Saul's 
daughter,  uttered  the  following  words,  "  It  was 
the  Lord  which  chose  me  before  thy  father,  and 
before  all  his  people,  to  appoint  me  ruler  over 
the  people  of  the  Lord,  over  Israel,"  2  Sam.  vi. 
21 ;    and  it  is  elsewhere  stated,    *^  But  David 
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waxed  stronger  and  stronger,  and  the  house  of 
Saul  waxed  weaker  and  weaker." 

The  person  from  whose  hands  I  obtained  it, 
took  it  down  for  his  own  pleasure,  and  hearing 
the  Sermon  was  much  sought  after,  at  the  advice 
of  a  friend  called  upon  lioe.  I  have  submitted  it 
to  the  perusal  and  judgment  of  ^  few  friends, 
and  at  their  request  I  give  it  forth  to  the  church 
of  God.  Such,  Reader,  are  the  means  by  which 
I  have  been  enabled  to  presept  it  to  you,  humbly 
hoping  that  the  blessing  of  God  may  attetid  it. 

Bi,K  Sinei,  E.  HU OTINGTON, 

jtugmi  1,   1813. 
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FINAL    EXHORTATION 


REVELATIONS  iii.  8* 

"  lUmember  tierefore  how  thou  hast  received  and  heardy  and 
holdfast  and  repent.  If  therefore  thou  shalt  not  xoatchy  I 
wUt  ame  on  thee  as  a  ihief  and  thou  shiUt  riot  kkow  v^hat 
hour  I  wUl  come  upon  thee,*' 

It  ever  hath  been  the  opinion  of  all  good  and 
learned  men,  that  those  things  which  our  blessed 
Lord  revealed  unto  his  servant  John,  is  prophetic 
of  his  church  down  to  the  end  of  time,  and  was 
revealed  to  him  when  through  the  persecution  and 
cruelty  of  a  Roman  Emperor  he  was  banished 
into  the  Isle  of  Patmos,  which  is  one  of  the 
Islands  of  the  Sporades,  in  the  Egean  Sea.  Not- 
withstanding this  great  condescension  of  our  Lord 
to  his  servant  John  and  to  his  church,  yet  some 
have  been  blind  enough  to  pour  their  contempt 
on  this  book,  and  to  condemn  it  together  with  the 
Epistle  of  Jude  as  not  canonical,  which  plainly 
shews  that  such  men  were  not  enlightened  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  look  into  those  mysteries. 


But  some  learned  Divines  have  divided  this  book 
into  two  parts,  and  the  first  part  they  have  called 
Church  prophesy,  which  indeed  is  evident  from 
the  third  verse  of  the  first  chapter  which  tells  us 
that  he  is  blessed  that  reads,  and  they  are  blessed 
that  hear  the  words  of  this  prophesy,  and  keep 
those  things  which  are  written  therein;  for  the 
time  is  at  hand.     The  second  part  they  have 
called    Book  prophesy,    because    in   the  tenth 
chapter  of  this  Revelation,  the  little  book  is  in 
the  hand  of  Christ;  ^*  And  I  saw,"  says  John, 
**  another  mighty  angel  come  down  from  heaven, 
clothed  with  a  cloud,  a  rainbow  was  upon  his 
head,  and  his  face  was  as  it  were  the  sun,  and  his 
feet  as  pillars  of  fire.     And  he  had  in  bis  hand 
It  little  book  open ;"  called  little,   because  its 
contents  are  small,  yet  they  are  very  weighty,  and 
are  about  to  be  fulfilled*     This  little  book  is  not 
as  many  have  supposed  it  to  be,  a  covenant  of 
grace  or  a  covenant  of  works;  but  it  is  in  allusion 
to  the  kings  of  Israel,  who,  on  the  day  in  which 
they  were  by  the  High  Priest  anointed  to  the 
kingly  office,  received  from  the  hand  of  the  Priest 
a  book  of  the  law  written,  of  which  they  were  to 
be  in  continual  possession,  and  in  which  they  were 
daily  to  meditate.   Thus  did  Jehoiada.  the  Priest, 
when  he  brought  forth  young  Jehpash  before  the 
captains;  be  put  the  crown  upon  him,   and  he 


gave  him  the  testimony,  and  they  made  him  king^ 
and  anointed  him,  2  Kings  ii.  12}  and  this  little 
book  being  in  the  hand  of  Christ  signified  his 
kingly  office. — ^Thus  the  first  part  which  is  re- 
vealed is  called  Church  prophesy^  and  the  sue- 
ceeding  part  is  called  Book  prophesy. 

The  seven  churches  here  named  dp  distinctly 
represent  the  different  periods  of  the  church  of 
God  down  to  the  end  of  time.  Now  for.  the 
better  understanding  this  book  of  the  RevelationSp 
observe  the  blowing  of  the  trumpets,  and  what 
rollowed  in  consequence  thereof,  are  the  different 
occurrences  which  have  and  are  to  take  place  in 
the  church  of  God,  and  likewise  in  the  world 
under  the  different  periods  of  the.churph  pf  God. 
Sure  I  am  that  it  is  a  prophesy  from  God,  and 
hath^spected  his  church  in  every  age  since  it 
was  first,  revealed  tp  John,  who  styles  himself^ 
her  brother  and  companion  in  tribulation.  Rev. 
i,  9;  .&nd  I  will  give  you  my  reason,  because  first 
he  was  commanded  to  write  to  the  seven  churches 
in  Asia,  when  at  the  same  time  all  the  seven  were 
not  founded;  now  this  proves  it  prophetic,  for  it 
speaks  of  that  which  then  had  never  had  a  being. 

Secondly,  Babylon,  Corinth  and  Phillippi  were 
great  and  flourishing  churches  as  well  as  others, 
but  these  are  taken  no  notice  of,  neither,  was  their 
mother  church  in  Judea;  which  also  proves  it  to 
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he  prophetic:  and  that  we  should  know  semething 
ef  the  will  of  God  towards  his  servants,  it  hath 
pleased  hioa  to  give  some  men  enlivened  under* 
staodings.  .      ' 

Thilrdly,  John  fn  the  first  place  was  ordered  to 
write  unto  the  angel  of  the  church  of  Ephesus; 
^'  These  thjngs  saith  be  that  holdeth  the  seven 
stars  ia  his  right  hand,**  this  means  his  mmisteriDg 
servants  ;^  **  who  walketh  in  the  midst  of  the 
sevCD  golden  candlesticks^'^  by  this  is  meant  the 
churches:  *^I  know  thy  works,  and  thy  labour^ 
and  tby  patience,  and  how  thou  canst  not  bear 
them  that  are  evil ;  and  hast  tried  them  tliat  say 
(iKey  are  apostles  and  are  not,  and  hast  found 
them  liars:  and  hast  borne,  and  hast  patience^ 
and  for  ray  name's  sake  hast  laboured^  and 
hast  not  fainted."  Now  all  this  was  fulfilled  in 
Paul  our  great  apostle,  who  tells  us  that  he 
tried  some  and  found  them  false  apoettes,  deceit* 
ful  workers;  transforming  themselves  into  the 
apostles  of  Christ;  that  he  had  fought  a  good 
fight  and  kept  the  faith/  and  that  as  an  apostle  ha 
had  laboured  more  abundantly  than  they  all. 
"  Yet  not  I,"  he  adds,  "  but  the  grace  of  God- 
that  was  with  me."  And  nothing  can  be  plainer 
than  this,  that  the  message  to  the  church  of 
Thyatira  is  prophetic  of  the  whore  of  Babylon, 
the  see  of  Rome,  whose  damnable  errors  and 
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heresies  had  oversprt^d  the  world  with  darknessf 
and  superstition.  It  was  to  this  church  the  pro- 
mise was  made  to  give  him  the  morning  star,  the 
dawnings  and  first  bright  rays  of  truth,  at  a  time 
when  the  delusions  of  the  Pope  and  Mahomet 
rode  in  triumph. 

In  the  ninth  chapter  of  this  book  you  have  a 
very  particular  account  of  the  terrific  appearance 
of  the  Turks,  and  df  th*  power  which  these  delu- 
sions have  over  the  souls  of  men ;  and  of  the 
loosing  of  the  four  angels  in  the  great  river  Eu- 
phrates, which  were  four  great  gtinerals,  who 
made  their  appearance  in  the  world  at  two  differ- 
ent times,  and  enforced  their  religion  on  man- 
kind by  the  sword.  One  of  the  last  two  was 
drowned  in  crossing  a  rivei^J}  and  although  some 
parts  had  not  forced  on  them  the  doctrines  of  the 
bottomless  pit,  yet  these,  they  repented  not  of 
the  works  of  their  hands,  that  they  should  not 
worship  devils,  and  idols  of  gold,  and  silver,  and 
brass,  and  stone,  and  of  wood.  As  long  as  the 
Turks  continue  in  possession,  and  in  worship  of 
the  laws  of  the  Alcoran,  and  submit  themselves 
to  those  delusions  which  had  their  rise  in  hell-— 
so  long  shall  we  be  under  the  Sardisian  state,  for 
this  is  certainly  the  state  or  period  of  the  church 
of  God  under  which  we  live,  which  I  believe 
will  shortly  be  closed,  and  that  of  Philadelphia 


which  is  the  next,  will^  be  ushered  in  with  ihe 
universal  spread  of  the  gospel. 

Luther  was  the  star  promised  at  the  eoDclusion 
of  the  church  of  Thyatira,  for  9aid  Christ  to  that 
churchy  ''  I  will  give  him  the  morning  star  \'  and 
this  morning  star  was  only  a  prelude  of  much 
light  after  him.  The  church  of  Sard  is  com- 
menced at  the  time  of  Luther  and  Calvin,  and 
others  in  Germany,  and  about  the  time  of  Wick- 
liffe  in  England;  and  Luther  admitted  all  as 
members  of  the  church,  if  they  opposed  the  Pope 
and  popery;  but  none  ought  to  be  admitted  into 
the  church  of  God  but  those  who  are  of  the 
household  of  faith,  true  Believers  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  Doctor  Owen  and  Doctor  Good- 
win indeed  endeavoured  to  describe  and  settle  a 
true  church,  which  is  called  measuring  the  temple 
of  God.  ^^  And  there  was  given  me,!*  said  Joho, 
'^  a  reed  like  unto  a  rod;  the  angel  stood,  saying, 
Rise  and  measure  the  temple  of  God^  and  the 
altar,  and  them  that  worship  therein;**  and  at 
this  work  Dr,  Owen  began  by  admitting  no  others 
into  communion  but  those  who  could  give  a 
reason  of  their  hope,  and  an  account  of  their 
interest  in  Christ. 

Now  there  are  three  things  which  Christ  finds 
faqlt  with  us  for,  that  is  with  the  church  of  Sardis, 
for  we  live  under  the  period  of  this  church,  First, 
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for  making  a  great  profession  of  religion,  when  at 
the  same  time  we  are  in  possession  of  nothing 
more  than  a  name  to  live :  take  notice  of  his  own 
words,  "  These  things  saith  he  that  hath  the  seven 
Spirits  of  God,  and  the  seven  stars;  I  know  thy 
works,  that  thou  bast  a  name,  that  thou  livestv  and 
art  dead.'*  How  hateful  and  disgusting  is  it  to 
bear  persons  talk  about  religion  perhaps  for  the 
hour  together,  and  at  the  same  time  strangers,  as 
it  respects  their  own  souls,  to  the  new  birth  and 
regeneration  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God. 

The  second  thing  be  finds  fault  with  us  for,  is, 
because  they  have  not  -strengthened  the  things 
that  remain,  that  are  ready  to  die.  How  many 
are  there,  and  numbers  I  have  known  myself^ 
who  instead  of  doing  as  the  apostle  Paul  tells 
them,  that  is,  to  strengthen  the  weak  hands  and 
confirm  the  feeble  knees,  have  by  the  very 
preachers  they  have"  attenfded;  been  kept  in  legal 
bondage;  and  when^  they  have  gone  ftom  one 
place  to  another  to  find  food  for  their  s($ui]$;  they 
have  not  found  it;  attdho#  can  it  be  otherwise? 
for  such  men  as  they  be^r,  being  only  ministers  of 
the  letter  and  not  of  the  Spirit,  such  can  never 
benefit  the  family  of  God ;  for  the  letter  killeth, 
but  it  is  the  Spirit  that  giveth  life,  2  Cor.  iii.  6. 
But  what  saith  the  prophet  Hosea  of  such  men  ? 
"  Give  them,  O  Lord :  what  wilt  thou  give  ?  give 
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them  a  mbcarrying  womb,    and    dry  breasts,'' 
Hoa.  ix.   14. 

The  third  thing  thej  are  fouiid  fault  with,  is, 
"  I  have  not,"  says  Christ,  "  found  thy  works 
perfect  before  God  ;'*  and  doth  it  not  agree  with 
the  appearance  of  things  in  the  present  day  ? 
How  many  are  taken  in  to  join  churches  who  are 
nothing  more  than  mere  professors,  without  any 
regard  to  the  possession  of.  pure  religion,  none  of 
their  graces  being  true  nor  genuine,  and  that,  in 
the  sight  of  God  and  scriptural  account,  is  no 
grace  at  all  which  is  not  true  grace.  In  the  se- 
cond chapter  and  at. the  second  verse  of  this 
book,  the  X.ord  Jesus  Christ  said  of  some,  that 
he  knew  their  works,  and  their  labour,  and  their 
patience,  and  how  they  could  not  bear  them  that 
were  evil,  and  hast  tried  some  that  say  they  are 
apostles  and  are  not,  but. hast  found  them  liars; 
here  he  owns  their  gvac^s  to  be  genuine :  and  the 
apostle  Paul,  as  I  stated,  to  you  before,  is  the 
very  xaam  here  spoken  of;  'and  he  tells  you  of 
them  in  his  epistles,  >  for  it  was  under  the  period 
of  this  church  he  was  called. 

The  next  state  after  this-  is  the  Pbiladelphian 
churcl),  when  Jew  and  Gentile  shall  be  brought 
in,  and  the  universal  shout  shall  go  forth,  ex- 
claiming, "  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  be- 
come the  kingdoms  of   our  Lord,    and  of  his 
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Christ.**  **  Behold,**  saith  our  Lord,  "  I  have  set 
before  thee  an  open  door,  and  no  man  caii  sbiit 
it/*  which  evidently  shewieth  the  wonderful  spread 
of  the  gospel  under  this  state;  and  by  what  follows 
you  may  clearly  perceive  the  return  of  the  Jews 
to  the  piife  worship  of  God,  "Behold,  I  will 
make  them  of  the  synagogue  of  isatan  which 
say.  they  are  Jews,  and  are  not,  but  do  lie,  behold, 
I  will  make  them  to  come  and  worship  before  thy 
feet,  and  to  know  that  I  havfe  loved  thee  ;**  that 
is,  they  shall  be  converted  to  Christ  by  the  in* 
istrumentality  of  gentile  ministers;  and  when  they 
are  made  sensible  of  their  revolt,  then  they  shall 
know  that  I  have  loved  thee^^that  is  the  gentile 
church,  throygh  whose  mercy  they  shall  obtaia 
mercy;  ^*As  it  is  written,  There  shall  come  out 
of  Sion  the  deliverer,  and  shall  turn  away  uii* 
godliness  from  Jacob,  For  this  is  my  covenant 
with  them,  when  I  shall  take  away  their  sins." 

Thie  account  of  them  therefore  which  we  read 
from  the  moqth  of  the  Lord,  saying,  "  Behold, 
your  house  is  left  unto  you  desolate.  For  I  say 
unto  you,  ye  shall  not  see  me  henceforth,  till  ye 
shall  say,  Blessed  is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord,''  Matt  xxin,  58,  39;  with  what 
Paul  declared  of  them,  ^*  For  wrath  is  come  upon 
them  to  the  uttermost,"  1  Thess.  ii.  16;  and  what 
we  d^ily  know  of  their  hardness,  blindness,  and 
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impenitency,  together  with  what  is  here  recorded 
of  their  return,  all  these  things  plainly  shew  that 
this  is  prophetic  of  the  church  of  God  in  that 
state  which  succeeds  the  present 

The  Last  Church  is  that  of  Laodicea,  which 
he  promises  to  spue  out  of  his  mouth,  because 
after  this  he  will  have  no  more  a.  church  upon 
earth  in  its  present  militant  state ;  and  for  this 
reason  styles  himself  what  he  doth  to  no  other 
church,  The  Amen.  "  Remember  therefore  how 
thou  hast  re,ceived  and  heard^  and  hold  fast" 
First,  I  will  treat  of  those  great  truths  which  are 
essential  to  your  eternal  salvation ;  which  things 
you  have  received  and  heard,  and  which  I  would 
persuade  you  to  hold  fast 

The  first  is,  the  doctrine  of  the  glorious  and 
incomprehensible  Trinity,  and  Trinity  in  unity, 
which  the  apostle  Paul  calls  the  mystery ;  first, 
of  God  the  Holy  Spirit  j  secondly,  of  God  the 
Father;  and  thirdly,  of  God  the  Son.  "That 
their  hearts  might  be,  comforted,,  being  knit 
together  in  love,  and  unto  all  riches .  of  the  full 
assurance  of.  understanding  to  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  mystery  of  God,  and  of  the  Father, 
and  of  Christ,"  Col.  ii.  2.  If  you  are  without 
the  love  of  God,  what  are  you  but  a  sounding ' 
brass,,  and  a  tinkling  cymbal,  a  fit  name,  for  all 
who  are  void  of  charity  or  the  love,  of  (rod?  bi^t 
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says  God  to  bis  people,  ^^  I  have  loved  thee  with 
an  everlasting  love,  and  therefore  with  loving- 
kindness  have  I  drawn  thee,"  to  Christ;  and 
therefore!  says  the  Saviour,  *^  No  man  can  come 
to  me,  except  the  Father  which  hath  sent  me 
draw  him,"  John  vi.  44;  *'  And  him  that"  is 
thus  drawn  and  ^^  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no 
wise  cast  out."  What  are  we  without  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  but  a  mass  of  pollution  and  misery, 
and  must  of  course  be  destitute  of  pardon  throu^ 
his  Blood,  righteousness  to  cover  us,  and  eternal 
life  which  is  his  gift.  And  without  the  Spirit  of 
God  to  teach  and  comfort  us,  we  are  ignorant  of 
the  way  of  salvation,  and  consequently  of  the 
way  of  true  peace ;  and  nothing  but  destruction 
and  misery  are  the  ways  of  all  such  as  are  igno-* 
rant  of  these  things. 

If  you  are  not  well  settled  and  grounded  in  these 
truths,  which  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  preached 
to  his  followers  when  ho  was  about  to  leave  theiiv 
after  his  resurrection,  saying,  '.'  Go  ye  therefore 
and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost;"  then  every  heretic  and  enemy  to  this 
doctrine  that  you  hear,  will  so  perplex  and  dis* 
turb  you  that  you  will  never  know  peace. 
Besides,  the  scriptures  afford  much  consolation 
to  those  who  have  experience  of  these  truths; 
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.  '^  For  there  are  three  that  bear  record  in  beairen, 
the  Father/  the  Word,  and  theMoly  Ghost ;  and 
these  three  are  one ;"  observei  'i  and  these  three 
are  one."  ^*  And  there  are  three  that  bear 
witness  in  earth,  the  spirit,  and  the  water,  and 
the  blood :  and  these  three  agree  in  one.  And 
if  we  receive. the  witness  of  men,  the  witness  of 
God  is  greater,"  1  John  v,  7-— 9  9  ^hen  what 
daring  presumption  to  deny  the  words  of  truths 
which  hath  a  witness  in  the  soitis  of  men.  And, 
''There  are  three  that  bear  nstord  io  heaven^ 
the  Father,  thi^Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghost." 

The  second  is,  the  divinity  and  eternal  god- 
head of  Christ  Jesus,  our  blessed  Saviour^  who 
bath  declared,  ''  If  ye  believe  not  that  I  ana,  ye 
shall  die  in  ydnr  sins,"  John  viii.  84$  the  w6rd^ 
he^  is  not  in  the  original.  But  when  he  saith, 
^'  If  ye  befievn  not  that  I  am^^  the  Saviour  refers 
to  the-  same  language  which  t  he  apake  to  Moses 
finom  the  bosh,  '*  Thus  shall  thou  say  «into  them,* 
says  the  Saviour, /'I  AM  hath  sent  me  unto  you,"* 
£xod.  iii«  14 ;  the  self-existing,  dd^depei^dent 
Jehovah,  equal  with  the  Father,  for,  *^  I  Und 
my  Father  are  one,**  in  authority,  majesty,  and 
power;  therefore  he  said  to  the  Jews,  **  If  you 
believe  not  that  I  am,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins."* 
And  if  Christ  is  not  that  God  tbat'made  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  he  is  no  more  than  ajnere 
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creature,  and  hath  not  etanal  life  io  himself^  nor 
eternal  life  to  give  to  others ;  but  blessed  be^ 
God  who  hath  persuaded  vs  that  be  is  Lord  and 
Creator  of  all  things,  both  in  heaven  and  in  earthy 
and|  '  •  Blessed  ar^  all  tfaey  that  put  their  trust  itt 
bim/'  Psal.  ii.  1%  There  are  qaany  that  treat 
this- doctrine  of  the  blessed  Trinity,  and  the  work 
of  the  Spirit  on  the  souls  of  men  as  contemptible; 
but  such  openly  manifest  their  folly,  for  they 
speak  of  these  things  as  if  they  knew  more  of 
God  than  he  doth  of  himselfl  '^  Reipembef  there* 
fore  bow  you  haye  recei\red  and  hea>rd,  aod  hold 
fest"   -      •     •.  ....•• 

The  third  thing  you  are  to  hold  fj^st  !%  God's 
election  before  time^  and  choice  of  his  sheep  be*^ 
fore  the  beginning  of  this  world,  and  of  this  the 
apostle  Paul  assures  us,  when  he  says,  ^/  Blessed 
be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christy 
who  hath  blessec]  us  with-  all  spiritual  blessings  in 
heavenly  places  in  Christ :  ;  According  as  he  hath 
chosen  us  in  hioi,  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world/  Having  predestinated  us  unto  the  odop* 
tion  of  children  by  Jesus  Christ  to  himself.  In 
whom  also  we  have  obtained  an  inherituac^  being 
prede&tinated  accordhig  to  thi(  purpose  of  him 
who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  Of  his 
own  will^*'  Ephes.  i.  S^  4»  5,  1 1 .  Aud  Peter  ex-« 
horts  you  to  give  diligence  to  make  your  calliug 
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and  election  sure,  2  Pet.  i.  JO.  Be  diligent  in 
waiting  for  him  and  upon  bini  in  the  ways  of  his 
appointment,  for^  "  Blefised  is  the  man  that  hear- 
eth  me,  watching  daily  at  my  gates,  waiting  at 
the  posts  of  my  doors,**  Prov.  viii.  34 ;  therefore 
give  diligence  to  make  yout  calling  and  election 
sure,  and  when  this  isdone*y^u  wiir  be  settled, 

strengthened,  and  established; 

This  is  adoctrihe  which  the  Saviour  himself  when 
on  earth  preached,  for  in  his  first  sermon  at  Na- 
zareth  he  preached  up  election  or  God^s  discnmi- 
nating  grace  to  some- and  his  rejection  of  others; 
^*  I  tell  you  of  a  truth,    many  widows  were  in 

Israel  in  the  days  of  Elias,  when  the  heaven  was 

*  ■      •      ■ 

shut  up  three  years  and  six  inonths,  when  great 
femine  was  throughout  all  the  land:  But  unto 
none  of  them  was  Elias  sent,  save  unto  Sarepta,- 
ft  city  of  Sidon,  unto  a  woman  that  was  a  widow. 
And  many  lepers  were  in -Israel  in  the  time  of 
Eliseiis  the  prophet:  and*  tione  of  them  was 
cleansed,  saving  Naaman  the  Syrian ;"  and  when 
the  jews'heard  this  account  of  unmerited  grace 
and  favOuVj  they  wei'e  filled  with  indigrie^tion; 
and  rose  up  and  thrust  him  out  of  the  city,  and 
led  him  to  the  Brow  of  the  hill  whereon  their  city 
was  buih,  that  they  might  cast  liim  down  head- 
long, in  order  to  break  his  neck,  for-tliey  hated 
such  doctrine  as  this,  Luke  iv.  25— -25.-     i     -•  ** 


19 

At  ariothfer  iitrit  he  told 'them  plainly,  ^^  Ye 
believe  not,  because  ye  are  not  of  my  sh^ep*  -  My 
jsheep  hear  my  voice,  and  I  know  them,  and  they 
follow  me;  and  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life, 
and  they  shall  never  perish,  ndther  shall  any 
pliick  them  out  of  rny  hand,  fiut  ye  believe  fiot 
because  ye  are  not  of  my  sheep;  theh  they  took 
jup  stones  to  stone  him,"  Johnx.  26-^30*  As  it 
is.  now,  so  it  was  then*  .  Mfcai  daunot  bear  to  hear 
of  God's  eternal  election  and  choice  Of  his  sheep^ 
although  he  declared  to  some,  sayings  "  Ye  have 
not  chosen  me,  :but  I  have  chosen  you,"  John  x^. 
15.  "Remember  thefrefore  how  thou  hast  re- 
ceived and  hejard,  and  hold  fast/^ 
^  The  fourth  thing  you  are  to  hold  fast,  is,  ^re* 
demption  by  Christ  Je&us  ia  time,  from  among 
men ;  "The  Son  of  Man  came,"  saith  our  Saviour, 
"to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many,"  Mark  x. 
45.  "I  came.  that. my  sheep  naight  have  life," 
John  ;c.  10.  "  I  lay  down  my  life  for  my  sheep," 
and  not  for  goats,  for  these  he  will  separate  irom 
his  3heep,  Matt*  xxv*  32;  not  for  dogs,  j."  For 
tvithout  are  dogs,"  Rev;  xxii.  15 ;  not  for  wolvesj 
nqf.ifor  a  generation  of  vipers — but,  *^  I  lay  dowh 
my  life  for  my  sheep."  In  the  book  of  the  Reve- 
latious.we  read  of  some  before  the  throne  of  God, 
F.ho  were  redeemed  from  amQpg.men,  Rev^  xiv, 
4 ;  and  Jacob,  when  he  was  come  to  the  end  of 
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his  race,  acknowledges  this^  ^^  The  God  that  fed 
me  all  my  life  long  unto  this  day,  the  angel  which 
FCdeamed  me  from  all  evil,  bless  the  lads,"  Gen. 
xlviii.  IS,  16.  "For  I  know,''  says  Job,  "that 
S^  Redeemer  lii^^i,  and  that  he  shall  stand  ait 
th^  latter  day  upon  the  earth,^  Johxix.  25L  And 
Darid  saitl^  "  The  Lord  redeemeth  the  sonl  of 
bis  servants;  and  none  of  them  that  trust  in  him 
«bdl  be  desolate,"  Psal.  xxxw.  22;  and  to  be 
redeemed  from  a  vain  conversation,  and  from 
Among  men  is  the  experience  of  all  good  men : 
/^Remember  therefore  how  thou  hast  received^ 
and  beard,  and  hold  fast"* 

The  fifth  particular  that  you  are  to  b#ld  &s^ 
and  which  is  essential  to  salvation  is,  that  we  are 
accepted  and  justified  only  by  faith  in  t^  right* 
eousness  df  Christ  Jesu^,  as  it  is  written;  "  Thy 
people  also  shall  be  all  righteous :  they  shall  be 
called  trees  of  righteousness,  the  right  hand 
planting  of  God,  that  he  mi^t  be  glorified:'^  for, 
"  In  the  Lord  shall  all  the  seed  of  Israel  be  justi- 
fied, and  in  him  they  shall  all  glory,"  Isai,  xlv»  £5. 
Unto  the  prophet  Habd^kuk  the  Lord  declared 
that,  "The  just  shall  live  by  his  faith;"  which 
&e  Saviour  confirms  and  says,  "  He  that  belie vetb 
on  me  hath  everlasting  life,  and  shall  not  come 

into  condemaatioD;  but  is  passed  from  death  unto 
Ufe." 
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These  are  truths  which  Luther  and  Calvin  who 
were  taught  and  sent  by  God  laid  great  stress 
%ipon,  and  if  you  read  the  writings  of  Luther  you 
may  see  how  bravely  he  defended  these  doctrines 
against  the  errors  of  the  beast,  and  proved  their 
works  -of  supererogation,   and  righteousness  by 
their  own  merits,  to  be  a  delusion  and  folly. 
Paul  most  solemnly  declares  that  whosoever  of 
you  seekest  to  be  justified  by  the  law,  is  fallea 
from  grace,  Gal.  v.  4 ;   that  is,  he  is  fallen  from 
the  doctrine  of  salvation  by  faith  in  the  blood  and 
righteousness  of  Christ,  and  Christ  is  become  to 
auch  of  none  effect,  his  salvation  will  profit  you 
nothing,    what  can  be  more  plain?    Thus  the 
scriptures   confirm  this  doctrine,     Luther  and 
Calvin  confirm  it,  the  articles  of  the  ohurch  of 
England  confirm  it  and  say,   ^  That  justification 
by  faith  is  a  most  wholesome  doctrine,'  so  doth  the 
common  prayer  book,  and  so  hath  every  gpod 
minister  whom  God  hath  sent  since  the  Reforma- 
tion ;  and  numbers  of  them  have  sealed  the  truth 
of  it  with  their  blood.      '^  Remember  therefore 
how  thou  hast  received^  and  heard,   and  hold 
fast" 

The  sixth  thing  that  you  are  to  hold  fast  is,  that 
of  regeneration.  All  meekness  and  contrition, 
and  fitness  for  heaven  is,  by  the  operation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  on  the  souls  of  men ;  and  to  confirm 
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this  our  blessed  Saviour  hath  declared  that  wlth-r 
out  being  born  again,  or  being  regenerated  by  thd 
Holy  Spirit,  you  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  grace  here  in  this  life ;  nor  shall  you  ever  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  glory  which  is  above.    "  Not 
by  works  of  righteousness  which  we  have  done, 
but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved  us,  by  the 
washing  of  regeneration,    and  renewing  of  the 
Holy  Ghost ;  which  he  shed  on  us  abundantly, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,"  Titus  iii,  5,  6. 
In   regeneration   the  Spirit  diffuses    his  graces 
through  every  faculty  of  the  soul,  which  makes 
it  become  a  w^illing  subject  in  the  day  of  God's 
power.     This  doctrine  was  taught  by  Luther  and 
Calvin,    and  their  fellow- hel per s ;    and  by  the 
church  of  England  which  prays  that  God  would 
endue  his  servants  with  the  healthful  Spirit  of  his 
grace,  that  he  would  make  all  his  chosen  people 
joyful,  and  that  he  would  cleanse  the  thoughts  of 
our  heart  by  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Thus  these  very  important  doctrines  were  taught 
and  enforced  by  the  Saviour,  by  his  apostles  and 
followers,  in  the  scppiture,  in  the  church  of  Eng^ 
land,  by  Luther  and  Calvin,  and  have  been  by 
hundreds  who  have  sealed  it  with  their  blood; 
and  that  person  who  is  an  enemy  to  these  docr 
trines  and  denies  them  is  a  rebel  to  his  God,  a 
disgrace  to  the  Saviour  -of  sinners,  a  scandal  to 
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the  church  of  Christ,  a  scandal  to  ike  church  of 
England/  and  a  scandal  to  a  congregation  of  sound 
Dissenters* 

"  Remember  therefore  how  thou  hast  received 
and  heard,  and  hold  fast,"  a  trinity  of  Persons  in 
one  Jehovah;  "  Ther^  are  three  that  bear  record 
in  heaven/'  The  godhead  and  divinity  of  Jesus 
Christ;  *  Very  God  and  very  nian  :*   "  In  whom 
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dwells  air  the  fulness  of  the  godhead  bodily.'* 
God's  free  choice  in  our  election ;  "  Rejoice  that 
your  names  are  written  in  heaven."  Redemption 
by  Christ  in  time  from  among,  men,  "  He  came 
into  this  world  to  save  sinners."  That  we  are 
justified  and  accepted  before  God,  through  faith 
in  our  Redeemer's  righteousness ; .  "  Being  justi* 
fied  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption 
that  is  in  Christ  Jesus:"  "He  was  made  sin  for 
us  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  the 
righteousness  of  God  in  him."  That  regenera- 
tion and  every  other  grace  is  from  the  operation 
of  the  Holy  Ghost;  "  It  is  the  Spirit  that 
quickeneth." 

The  Arminiarns  talk  much  about  bringing  souls 
to  God,  and  of  building  up  the  church  of  God; 
but  they  always  take  great  care  first  to  remove 
the  foundation  that  God  hath  laid,  and  then  to 
lay  a  foundation  of  their  own  before  they  begin 
to  build;    and  there  are  others  who   at  their 
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first  setting  ttut  bid  hit  and  mean  well,  who  after 
a  time  shew  that  these  things  o&ver  reached  the 
heart,  and  they  swerve  from  the  truth*  I  know 
we  now  living  wha  in  Mr«  Taplad/s  time  was 
very  strenuous  for  these  doctrines,  and  who  proe 
fessed  himself  his  greatest  friend  for  the  troth's 
sake,  but  is  now  as  blind  as  a  bat,  and  as  rotten 
as  any  Arminian.  How  few  are  tl^ere  in  onr  day 
but  what  turn  away  to  this  kind  of  rel^ion,  and 
not  one  of  them  all  have  the  religion  of  Christ 
set  forth  in  so  clear  a  manner,  nor  with  that  light 
as  we  have  had  it  amongst  us:  *^But  evtn  unto 
this  day  the  vail  is  upon  their  heart,"  2  Cor.  iii« 
15;  and  it  is  the  Lord  the  Spirit  that  giveth  as 
that  light,  and, .  "  Where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
is  there  is  liberty,"  2  Cor.  iii  17. 

Then,  ^'Remember  therefore  bow  thou  hast 
received,  and  heard,  and  hold. fast,"  never  give 
them  up^  let  no  man  wrest  them  fropi  you— ^I  da 
not  mean  in  the  head  only,  but  that  it  may  de« 
scend  into  the  heart  and  ^conscience,  for  if  you 
only  have  them  in  the  heady  a  form  of  sound; 
words  without  the  power,  some  arch  heretic  may 
be  too  powerful  for  you  and  wrest  it  from  your 
understanding ;  but  if  you  have  for  an  helmet  the 
hope  of  salvation,  1  Tbess.  v.  & ;  it  will  defend 
the  judgment  as  well  as  preserve  the  truth  in  your 
heart  and  conscieiKe,  for  no  one  can  rob  not 
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ij^priv^  yoQ  of  whal  y^ou  bothlcno^  iQid  feeVlci 
be  true,  *^  E^piemher  therefore  bow  thou  hot 
received  and  heard,  and  hold  fast,  and  f  epdnt 
Jf  therefore  tfami  sbalt  not  watch  I  will  coma 
on  thee  m  a  thie^  and  thou  slialt  not  know  what 
iiour  I  will  eotne  upon  thee.^ 
.  IL  To  watch  is,  first  against  sin,  that  it  dotii 
not  get  the  upper  hand  of  us  and  proTe  our  master ; 
and  never  to  forget  Uie  fountain  of  Chrisfa  bloodl 
which  is  always  open  for  sin  and  uncleamiess; 
'^^  In  that  day  there  shall  be  a  fountain  opened  til 
the  house  of  Davii^  and  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem,  for  sin  and  for  andeanness^'*  Zdclu 
xiii.  1 ;  and  to  this  make  appHcatioa  by  pleading 
the  promisea  of  God  at  a  throne  of  grace,  ami 
remember  he  hath  said,  '^I  will  subdue  thine 
iniquities."  Again,  *^  If  ye  dirongh  the  Spirit^** 
mind  that  it  is  not  te  your  own  strength,  but  it  is 
*  through  the  Spirit  ^^do  mortify  the  deeds  of  the 
body,  ye  shall  live,**  Rom,  viii.  13.  "if  we  say 
that  we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  ourselves,  and  die 
truth  is  not  in  us.  If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is 
luthfial  and  just  to  forgi?e  us  our  sins,  and  to 
cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness.  These 
things,''  saith  John,  ^^  write  I  unto  you,  ttiat  ye  sin 
not,"  but  yet  after  all,  if  any  man  is  overcome  by 
his  inbred  corruptions,  or  by  temptations,  and  be 
doth  sin,  then  says  John,  ^^  We  have  an  advocate 
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with  the  Father,  Jesu«  Christ  the  righteous;''  then 
fly  to  him  as  such,  that  you  may  experience  him  so 
to  be,  for  this  is  the  privilege  of  the  saint;  and  all 
the  time  this  is  not  the  case,  you  are  living  beneath 
your  privileges.  ^' He  is  the  propitiation  for  our 
sins;**  the  propitiatory  sacrifice  whose  blood 
clean&eth  us  from  all  sin ;  therefore,  John  says, 
*'  If  any  man  sin,  we  have  an  advocate  with  the 
Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous,"  1  John  ii.  % 
The  second  is,  to  watch  against  errors  and 
heresy.  Take  heed  what  you  hear,  and  **  Cease 
from  the  instruction  that  caoseth  to  err  from  the 
right  way  of  understanding."  Truth  should  be  your 
shield  and  buckler;  '^  Buy  the  truth  and  sell  it 
not,"  Prov.  xxiii.  23.  Truth  shall  be  established 
in  the  very  heavens,  Psal.  Ixxxix.  2;  for  they  that 
keep  the  truth  shall  enter  into  heaven,  "  Open  the 
gates,  that  the  righteous  natioi  which  keepeth  the 
truth  may  enter  in,"  Isai.  xxvi.  2.  But  they  that 
receive  not  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  but  on  the 
contrary  love  and  make  a  lie,  shall  have  their 
part  in  the  lake  that  burneth  with  fire  and 
brimstone ;  which  is  the  second  death,  Rev*  xxi. 
8;  therefore  watch  against  error,  knowing  how 
many  errors  are  in  the  world.  The  Arminian 
spreads  his  error  of  free-will,  sinless  perfection, 
lifting  up  his  voice  against  the  truth  of  God's 
sovereign  power,  and  the  imputation  of  Christ's 
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Ipighteousnesa  to  perishing  sinners;  the  Arian, 
the  Socinian,  aod  the  Sabellian,  are  unwearied  ia 
proclaiming  theirs  also,  therefore  you  see  how 
necessary  it  is  to  watch  against  these  things,  not  to 
Jean  unto  your  own  understanding,  Prov.  iii.  5  j 
but  to  commit  yourselves  unto  God  as  unto  * 
faithful  keeper,  therefore,  **  Cease  from  the 
instruction  that  causeth  thee  to  err/' 

The  third  is,  to  watch  the  hand  of  God  in  hia 
providence  towards  you,  aqd  if  you  do  you  will 
d^ily  find  matter  enough  to  admire  the  hand^  and 
handy  works  of  the  Lord ;  **  For  promotion  cometh 
neither  from  the  east,  nor  from  the  west,  nor  from 
the  south.  But  God  is  the  judge,  he  putteth  dowa 
one,  and  setteth  up  another,"  Psal.  Ixxv.  6,  7* 
Christ  putteth  forth  his  own  sheep,  and  he  goetb 
before  them,  and  they  follow  him,  John  x.  4 ;  but 
if  you  leave  the  shepherd  to  go  after  the  riches  of 
this  world,  in  the  end  you  will  gain  ^nothing  by 
trading;  and  if  like  Demas  you  forsake  tbQ 
shepherd  for  the  love  of  this  present  evil  world, 
remember,  it  may  be  a  long  time  before  you  may 
find  the  hand  of  the  shepherd  upon  thee  again, 
*^  In  ail  thy  ways  acknowledge  him,  and  he  shall 
direct  thy  paths." 

The  fourth  thing  that  is  meant  by  watching,  iSj^ 
to  watch  unto  prayer,  and  observe  if  there  is  that 
earnest  desire  as  there  was  in  the  church  when  she 
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Mid,  *^  Behold  as  the  eyes  of  iervaoCs  look  unto 
the  baud  of  their  mastersi  and  as  the  eyes  of  a 
maiden  unto  the  band  of  her  mistress;  so  out 
^es  wait  upon  the  Lord,"*  Psal.  cxxiii.  2.     And 
first  let  thy  request  be  made  known  unto  God,  as 
the  apostle  observes,  *^  Be  careful  for  nothing ; 
but  in  every  thing  by  prayer  and  supplication,  let 
your  requests  be  made  known  unto  God,**  PbilL  iv« 
6;  and  as  David  says  *^  Wait  upon  the  Lord;  be 
of  good  courage,  and  he  shall  strengthen  thine 
heart:  wait,  I  say,  upon  the  Lord,**  PsaL  xxvii.  94. 
Secondly,  when  you  have  done  this,  like  Hannah^ 
leave  your  burden  with  him;  thirdly,  look  up  to 
the  Lord  for  a  fulfilment  of  his  promise;  and 
fourthly,  when  prayer  is  heard  and  answered, 
never  forget  to  return  a  thank-offering,  and  say 
with  David,  **  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  because  he 
hath  heard  the  voice  of  my  supplications.     The 
Lord  is  my  strength,  and  my  shield;   my  heart 
trusted  in  him,  and  I  am  helped :  therefore  ray 
lieart  greatly  rejoicetb,  and  with  my  song  will  I 
praise  him,"  and  this  is,  because  he  hath  heard  my 
prayer,  PsaK  xxviii.  6,  7.     Then,    "  Call  upon 
me,**  says  God,    "  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  * 
although  it  should  be  a  thousand  times,    ^'  I -will 
deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt  glorify  me,'^  Psal.  L  15» 
The  fifth  is,   to  watch  your  own  frames  and 
feelings,  and  observe  whether  matters  are  now 
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^vitb  you  as  they  formerly  were;  whetber  yot 
experience  a  growth  in  grace^  an  increase  of  li^ 
in  the  mind/  peace  in  the  conscience/  and  love  in 
the  affections;  add  daily  bakoce  accounts  bet^ircen 
you  and  your  God»  as  he  hath  promised  there  shall 
be  a  growing  up  into  Christ  and  that  in  all  things; 
Seek  that  your  faith  and  hope  may  yet  more  and 
more  abound;  ^^  Abide  in  me,**  says  tbt  SaTiauir^ 
Vas  the  branch  abideth  in  the  Tine,  and  then  ye 
shall  bring  forth  much  fruit;  but  without  mei  yai 
can  do  nothiag,"  Johasv;  4,  S.  This  he  hatti 
jplainlysaid,  therefoire  observe  if  your  pathsbineth 
brighter  and  br^bter^  whether  you  get  mmre  litely 
in  the  way  of  rebgioo,  or  whethec  yoa  get  darker, 
jAeady.  andiUfidesa:  '^  For  the  path  of  the  justis  a$ 
the  shining  light,.  Ih^t  shiiieth  more  and  niore  uiitci 
tiie  perfect  day,"!  Prov.  ii^  18.  Do  not  always  be 
living  on  yoik  former  expetiemte;  but  loofeoqt  &» 
present  comforts!  and  consolationsr  of  ^the  Hol^ 
Spieiti  **Be  ye  followcis  of  me.**  **N^t  ad 
Ibou^  I  had  already  attained^  either  wem  afa^ebdy 
perftKt^"  says  Paid ;  *^  but  this  I  follow^  aft^ii, !  Cbae 
I  mly  apprehend  that  for  which  also  I  tuA  apprd«< 
bended  of  Christ  Jesus  .'.forgetting  those^  things 
wbkh.  are  behind^  and  reaching  fonth-  unto  tboM 
things  which  are  before,  I  press  loward  the 
ttiacl^.  fin:  the  prize  of  the  high  callingf  of  .Gx>ii  it» 
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Christ  Jesus/'  PhiU.  iii.  18-*4-14.  Then  "B^  ye 
not  slothful,  but  followers  of  them,  who  through 
faith  and  patienceinherit  the  promises,"  Heb.  vi.  12* 
And  for  my  part  I  have  always  been  determined 
to.  keep  back  nothing  from  you,  but  to  declare 
U|itQ  yx>u  the  whole  counsel  of  God,,  therefore  I  am 
dear  from  the  blood  of  you  all;  ilit^n  ^*  Remember 
how. you  have  received,  and  heard,  and  hold  fast^ 
and.f epent*  K  therefore  thou  shalt  not  watch  I 
will:  i:oioe  on-  thee  as'a  thief:  and  thou  shalt  not 
knoiv' nthat  hour  I  will  come  upon  thee.!'   tv. 

'  By,  coming  as  a  thief  oup  Lord  doth  not  meaa 
to  destroy,,  bat.  to  rhast&e  you'  foi^  yc^r  back-* 
$lidii^  from  God.  You  are  hot  to  understand  it 
to  mean  thatihe  will  come  ilpon  .us  to*  rob,  and 
kill,'  and  destroy. at  midnight,,  or  as  opportunity 
sek*ves,;but  in.  a  w^y  of  rebiikejand  chastisement  td 
bis  jpeople;  that  be  will  come,  suddenly  upon 
them,  and  at  a  time  that  they  did  notexpect  himj 
they  beiitg  off  their  watch-tower;^  as  he  will  alsoi 
on. the  wise  and  foolish  virgins  who  fall  into  carnal 
security  and  insensibility;  **  For  while  the  bride^ 
groom  tarried  they  all  slumbered  and  slept* 
And  at  midnight  there,  was  a  great  cry  made^ 
Behold  the  bridegroom  cometh,  go  ye  out  to.  meet 
hitn,'*  Matt  xxv.  5,6.  Thus  he  will  come  very 
suddenly^  when  your  backs  call  for  strifes,  and 
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chasten  you ;  but  remember,  he  hath  promised  to 
keep  his  people  in  the  hour  of  temptation,  which 
shall  come  upon  all  the  world  to  try  them,  Rev» 
iii.  10.  '^  Remember  therefore  how  thou  hast 
received,  and  heard,  and  hold  fast,  and  repent 
If  thou  dost  not  watch  I  will  come  upon  thee  as  a 
thief,  and  thou  shalt  not  know  what  hour  I  will 
com^  upon  thee."    I  add  no  more« 


THE  END, 
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